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The Fortnightly Rant

Culture War Memorial Day

M emorial Day is coming pretty

soon. It will be here in ten or
eleven days, depending on wheth-
er you count the day itself. That’s a
point one could argue either way.

If we have learned anything since
a Black man was elected President,
it’s that people can argue about
anything, and come to blows over
nothing.

Our seniority obliges us to keep
posterity in mind when we write the
news. We must imagine that some
part of our readership is as yet un-
born. That part comes easily enough;
one might even say we were born for
this.”

It’s getting more and more diffi-
cult, though, to see how we'll ever
get through these twin pandemics.

One, of course, is Covid, and it’s
bad enough. The virus has killed
more than a million of us already.
'The other is the toxic array of be-
liefs which claims, among other
things, that Covid is a hoax. Three
of every ten of the dead, researchers
say, would probably still be with us
if they had just taken the vaccine
which was, by then, available to
them. But no, for them, the vaccine
was just part of the hoax—the dead-
liest hoax in U.S. history.

Calling this paroxysm of bizarre
behavior “crazy” would be too easy,
and that term is too loaded. It stig-
matizes unfortunate people experi-

* The editor has been around for a good
while now. His father Robert’s first breath
came just seven years after the Wright Flyer
took to the air. “R.B.” was raised by Georgie
Ann Fowle, who was seven years old when
the South fired on Fort Sumter. She told
him old family stories. One was about some
relatives who had to leave town in a wagon
because the British were burning Wash-
ington, D.C. Here’s another: “There was a
printer in the family, way back in the olden
days. He printed something the author-
ities didn't like, so they threw him in jail.”
Terse—just 26 words, one for each letter
of the alphabet. Enough to lead, though, to
the liberation of this newspaper.

encing something unpleasant that is
beyond their control. We should all
be able to relate to that.

What handy label, then, shall we
use to sum up the zeizgeist? So many
people reaching for their guns we
can only call it “The Culture War.”

For the benefit, then, of our read-
ers off in that distant future which
may or may not ever come to ex-
ist, how shall we memorialize this
Culture War, this latest stage in the
U.S.A’s never-ending effort to keep
on getting stranger?

WEe cannot, of course, keep track
of every instance of rampant lunacy
that comes to our attention. We'd
have to put out a paper twice this
size, every fifteen minutes. In this
blizzard of BS, we can't even narrow
down our selections. What criteria
could we choose? Most psychotic?
Most gratuitously cruel? Least self-
aware? Let’s just grab a few anec-
dotes at random and see if a pattern
develops.

According to a self-produced puft
piece available online, “Paul Marik,
MD recently testified before the
New Hampshire legislature to sup-
port access to needed medications
and to protect the doctor-patient
relationship.” The medication un-
der discussion was ivermectin, the
MAGA mob’s favorite horse-de-
wormer.

Marik, according to our old friend
Wikipedia, has authored a paper on
Covid treatments which was later
retracted due to “a series of strong,
unsupported claims based on stud-
ies with insufficient statistical sig-
nificance.” Another paper of his was
rejected for misreporting mortality
figures.

'The Senate, though, was undaunt-
ed. It passed HB 1022 by a par-
ty-line vote. Fourteen Republicans
voted “Yay!” Ten spoil-sport Dem-

ocrats voted “Neigh.”
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Barring a veto, Granite Staters
may soon join Tennesseans in sig-
nifying their fealty to Dolt #45 by
consuming horse paste at their own
discretion.

Perhaps the General Court will
now follow Tennessee’s lead and
designate an Official State Firearm.
Theirs is the Barrett Light .50 caliber
semi-automatic sniper rifle. Ours
could well be the Newington-made
Sig Sauer P320, subject of myriad
accidental-discharge lawsuits.

So far, so disheartening. Let’s
visit a particularly sunny laborato-
ry of democracy and see if that will
brighten the mood.

Ron DeSantis, the Governor of
Florida, just appointed Cord Byrd
to be the new Secretary of State.
Not long ago, DeSantis appointed
Esther Byrd, Cord’s wife, to Flor-
ida’s Board of Education. Clearly
DeSantis is for the Byrds, who are,
among other things, boating enthu-

siasts. When they participated in a
MAGA boat parade, their vessel

flew a QAnon flag. Do they truly
believe that Democrats consume
adrenochrome harvested from chil-
dren? Perhaps. Or perhaps they’re
just kidding.

Byrd will now oversee statewide
elections, with help from the new
$3.7 million election police force
DeSantis conjured up earlier this
year. And you thought Katherine
Harris was a threat to democracy
when she held the office in 2000.

Byrd’s official Florida House web
page lists—today—under Military:
“United States Air Force, former
service.” Jacksonville’s Folio Weekly
looked into Byrd’s “former service”
in July of 2018. It found that “his
service was limited to one fresh-
man year of college at the Air Force
Academy in Colorado almost 30
years ago.”

For more about Florida’s lying,
chickenhawk Secretary of State,
visit FloridaGunLawyer.com: “Wel-
come to Florida Gun Lawyer. Cord
Byrd is your Firearms Law Expert. ..

Gun Rights Restoration. ..Firearm
Purchase Denials...Law Enforce-
ment Refusal to Return Seized/
Confiscated Firearms...Concealed
Weapons Permit Issues...Relief
from Injunctions Affecting Gun
Rights...Right-To-Carry Cases....”

'The Republic will almost surely
survive through at least this pending
Memorial Day. Hell, the editor de-
livered Portsmouth’s Memorial Day
address in 2016, and nothing terrible
happened, did it? Oh, wait.....

Moving right along, let’s get to
the point if we have one. When, if
ever, will the U.S.A. be able to ob-
serve Culture War Memorial Day?

Officially designating a holiday
implies a certain level of prior agree-
ment. See New Hampshire’s adop-
tion of Martin Luther King Jr. Day
for a recent example.

Despite all this, we're going to
make a surprising prediction: we’ll
be commemorating the end of The
Culture War no later than the sec-
ond Tuesday of next week.
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Judge Proves That Justice Is, In Fact, Blind—and Dumb,

uperior Court Judge Andrew

Schulman sentenced four cli-
mate activists on Friday, May 13th.
'The four had held up a train in Bow
in December, 2019.

To be clear, there were no horses
or six-shooters involved; no loot-
ing of passengers took place. The
four guilty parties just stood on the
tracks and, by doing so, delayed the
arrival by four and a half hours of a
trainload of coal at the Merrimack
Generating Station.

Once it arrived, the coal was
burned, generating electrical pow-
er in the process. That power was
sold, generating a profit which, we
presume, was distributed to share-
holders—a very small fraction of the
public at large.

‘Though stingy and elitist with its
profits, the Bow power plant is gen-
erous and egalitarian in other ways.

It bestows carbon dioxide, mercury,
and god knows what else on anyone
and everyone in its general vicinity.
Even those far away are affected:
Every ton of CO2 it releases has
an incremental effect on the global
climate.

Judge Schulman’s rulings during
the trial effectively blinded the jury.
He allowed the railroads to pose as
neutral victims. They were anything
but.

In a statement at his sentencing,
defendant Jonathan O’Hara made
clear who the real criminals are.

“The jury has spoken. They have
decided that I was trespassing in De-
cember 2019. That is the law. What
remains for you to decide now is the
matter of justice. The question be-
fore you now is whether I was acting
in good conscience to intervene in a
situation of injustice on behalf of my

community, the community of Bow,
the ratepayers of New England, and
indeed the community of all life on
earth to prevent the further burning
of coal at the Merrimack Generat-
ing Station. Or whether the injustice
perpetrated in December 2019 was
that the private property and profit
rights of the aggrieved railroad were
harmed by the trespassing and de-
lay of their train for four and a half
hours that day.

“In order for you to make that de-
cision I want to give some additional
context that I was not able to give
during the trial. The prosecution at
trial entered into evidence and made
the argument in closing that the
railroad has a statutory obligation
to be a neutral carrier of whatever
goods it is asked to carry. On the
surface that is certainly true. But if
you look under the hood there’s a

Too

different story, in fact it’s a represen-
tative story of exactly how adequate
progress addressing the climate cri-
sis has been thwarted over the past
three decades.

“The coal cars carried that day in
December, while they were pulled
and operated by Pan Am over the
tracks in New Hampshire, were
owned by and sent here from the
mine by the railroad CSX. All of the
cars on that train were labeled with
the company’s logo. In 2019 CSX
earned $2.1 billion dollars in coal
revenue. Starting in the 1990s, when
the international community, in-
cluding the United States, began to
take action on climate change, CSX
began to, along with the three other
largest railroads in the U.S., fund or-
ganizations whose intention was to
stop climate action. As reported in

The Atlantic, CSX and these other

railroads spent tens of millions of
dollars on this effort, to ensure that
they can continue to make billions
of dollars shipping coal in the future,
while the rest of us suffer. A rail-
road supported coalition spent $13
million dollars in 1997 alone—the
year I was a sophomore in High
School—to dissuade the U.S. from
supporting the international Kyoto
Protocol climate treaty. That effort
was successful in getting the U.S.
to withdraw from that treaty. This
is just the beginning of a pattern of
disinformation and obfuscation of
the truth funded by CSX that con-
tinued through the 2000s, effectively
stopping action on climate change.
“So in fact, the railroads are not
neutral carriers. They have spent

The Alleged News®
to page two




Page 2 — The New Hampshire Gazette, Friday, May 20, 2022

The Alleged News®
from page one

tens of millions of dollars to confuse
and outright deny the legitimacy of
international scientific reports on
climate change, and to shape the
regulatory environment in ways that
protect their bottom line, thwarting
efforts to protect the health and se-
curity of the public. And now CSX
has gained regulatory approval to
purchase Pan Am railways, for a re-
ported $700 million dollars. All of
this contrasts with what the prose-
cution teased out skillfully during
trial: that I am part of a small little
non-profit organization with a bud-
get of around $90,000 trying to do
something constructive.”

O’Hara refers to No Coal No
Gas, online at nocoalnogas.org. In a
statement, the organization noted
that while Judge Schulman allowed
the defendants to speak, he had ar-
rived in court with his decision made
and written out in detail.

Dana Dwinell-Yardley and Dan-

iel Flynn got four months in the
county jail, no credit for time served,
suspended for 3 years with good be-
havior.

Johnny Sanchez and Jonathan
O’Hara got six months in the coun-
ty jail, no credit for time served, all
suspended for 5 years with good
behavior.

Restitution to the PanAm Rail-
ways was set at $6,215. Schulman
ordered O’Hara and Sanchez to pay
a larger portion of the restitution
based on his perception of leader-
ship in the action and for keeping
the train stopped for longer, respec-
tively.

Fines from the state were also im-
posed, totaling $5,580.

“Good behavior” was defined as:
No felony, misdemeanor, or major
traffic violations; no collaboration,
colluding, or soliciting of others to
engage in acts resulting in felony,
misdemeanor, or other “crimes;”
and staying 100 feet away from the
Merrimack Station. The restrictions
apply to all jurisdictions, not only

ey

The second of two demonstrations in support of abortion rights on Sat-
urday, May 14th. Somewbhere in here there may be a sign saying “I can’t

believe we still have to protest this s__

t.” At least it was a pleasant day for

turn out and demanding one’s rights. Signs we know were there included:

“Keep Your Rosaries Off My Ovaries;” “Women Also Have Heartbeats;”

“Their Body, Their Choice;” “We Need To Talk About The Elephant In
The Womb;” “I Dream One Day Women Will Have The Same Rights As
Guns;” “Don’t Like Abortion? Don’t Get One;” “Impeach Alito;” “White

Male Supremacy Is The Problem —Liberation & Justice Is The Solution;”
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conduct in New Hampshire.

For those keeping score at home,
that’s 16 person/years of life without
the protection of the First Amend-

ment.

“A Shameful Distinction”
U.S. Ranked World’s Biggest
Perpetrator of Financial Secrecy
by Jake Johnson

A global index published Tues-
day ranks the United States as the
world’s leading perpetrator of finan-
cial secrecy, citing the country’s re-
fusal to share key information with
the tax authorities of other nations
and its status as a generous tax haven
for foreign oligarchs, rich executives,
and other elites.

The ranking comes despite U.S.
President Joe Biden's campaign-trail
pledge to “bring transparency to the
global financial system, go after illic-
it tax havens, seize stolen assets, and
make it more difficult for leaders
who steal from their people to hide
behind anonymous front compa-
nies.”

In December, following the leak

of an enormous trove of tax doc-

tention to the country’s secretive
financial system, Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen conceded, “There’s
a good argument that, right now,
the best place to hide and launder
ill-gotten gains is actually the Unit-
ed States.”

'The latest edition of the Financial
Secrecy Index, a project of the Tax
Justice Network (TJN), echoes that
assessment, faulting the U.S. for its
weak corporate tax disclosure rules
and overall lack of transparency. In
fact, the index awarded the U.S. the
highest secrecy score since 2009,
when the ranking began.

“That isn't a prize the U.S. wants
to claim for itself,” Gary Kalman, the
executive director of Transparency
International U.S,, said in a state-
ment. “The combination of secrecy
and size of our financial system puts
the U.S. ahead of other notorious
secrecy havens like the Cayman
Islands and Switzerland. That’s a
shameful distinction.”

While noting that some progress
has been made over the past year
and a half—specifically Congress’

passage of a ban on anonymous

to hide illicit cash—TJN found that
“the U.S. now fuels more global fi-
nancial secrecy than Switzerland,
Cayman, and Bermuda combined.”

TJN also stressed that the shell
company law enacted in January
2021 is riddled with loopholes such
as “limited definitions of which legal

“This isn’t a prize the U.S. wants to claim
for itself.... The combination of secrecy
and size of our financial system puts the
U.S. ahead of other notorious secrecy
havens like the Cayman Islands and
Switzerland.” — Gary Kalman, Executive
Director, Transparency International U.S.

entities and beneficial owners must
register, 23 baked-in exemptions to
registration, and an absence of re-
quirements on all trusts.”

To improve on its dismal ranking,
TJN urged the U.S. to “reciprocally
exchange information with other
countries by adopting the Common
Reporting Standard and become a
party to amended Convention on
Mutual Administrative Assistance
in Tax Matters,” steps that “would
cut its supply of financial secrecy to

and “My Uterus Shouldn’t Be More Regulated Than Guns.” uments that called additional at-  shell companies, entities often used  the world by 40 percent.”
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"Music to Your Ears"

Supporting the New Hampshire Gazette and
the radical notion of freedom of the press
I also build and repair speakers

How Youell

7 Kelsey Road, Lee NH - 603 659 5335
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CAFE LUNCHES « FINE PASTRIES » DISTINCTIVE BREADS

51 Penhallow Street, Portsmouth, NH 603 436 6518

Check our website for todays specials! www.ceresbakery.com

_

by Neal Ferris
Brimming with ideas and
overflowing with feeling,
this book is the perfect guide
for those who ask themselves
life's most profound ques-
tions.

Available at RiverRun Books
\vww.ri\'errunhoukslure.cmn

{iIcHALE

TICKETS & INFO: TheMusicHall.org-603.436.2400

28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth, NH

f/MusicHall W @MusicHall &/MusicHalINH

LEGENDARY ACTS IN
AN INTIMATE THEATER

Concerts, Gomics, Cinema, & Celebrated Authors

Sometimes Old is Good
'The Fechheimer Building, one of the fin-

est examples of a cast-iron facade in Port-
land, Oregon, was built in 1885. Listed in
the National Register of Historic Places,
it was restored in 1981 by Russell Fellows
Properties, the principals of which enjoy a
subscription to this newspaper.

N\

Resident ADL Assistant

Vintage Hill, LLC is seeking per
diem weekend help for all aspects
of keeping a home (preparing and
serving meals, medication super-
vision, hygiene support, house-
keeping and laundry). Looking for
a compassionate individual with
strong organizational skills (par-
ticularly in the kitchen), a heart for
serving the elderly and the ability
to work independently. Pay de-
pends on experience, in addition
to a $4.00/hour weekend differen-
tial. To apply, download application
on our website (www.vintagehill.
net) and return by e-mail (vintage-
hill@metrocast.net) or drop off at
10 Berry Avenue, Pittsfield.
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The U.S.-based Financial Ac-
countability and Corporate Trans-
parency (FACT) Coalition also
outlined a number of actions the
Biden administration and Congress
should take, including “introducing
consistent anti-money laundering
due diligence and reporting require-
ments to the $11 trillion U.S. private
investment fund industry.”

“While the U.S. has committed
to being a leader in cracking down
on global corruption, these rankings
show how corrupt actors are weap-
onizing our financial system against
democracy here and abroad,” said
Ian Gary, the FACT Coalition’s ex-
ecutive director.

The updated index comes a day
before G7 finance ministers are set
to meet in Bonn, Germany to dis-
cuss aid to Ukraine and enforcement
of the unprecedented Western sanc-
tions targeting Russian oligarchs,
political leaders, and the broader
economy.

TJN argued Tuesday that despite
“subversion” by G7 countries, glob-
al financial secrecy has continued

to shrink overall thanks to “more
countries adopting or improving
beneficial ownership registration
laws—which require the identifi-
cation and registration of the real
individual, made of flesh and blood,
who ultimately owns, controls, or
benefits from a company or legal
vehicle—and by more countries,
particularly lower-income countries,
improving international cooperation
on anti-money laundering efforts,
information exchange, treaties, and
judicial cooperation.”

Alex Cobham, TJN’s chief ex-
ecutive, said in a statement that
“globally, we're starting to curb the
financial secrecy used by Russian
oligarchs, and also by tax evaders,
corrupt politicians, and organized
crime around the world to hide and
launder ill-gotten wealth.”

“But the U.S., UK., Germany,
Italy, and Japan cut back that global
progress by more than half, fueling
financial secrecy instead of fighting
it,” Cobham continued. “The G7
must make clear where they stand
in the fight against financial secre-
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The Department of Defense [DoD] has deviously privatized the distri-
bution of photographs taken by its own personnel. Previously available
directly from the DoD’s own website, copyrz'g/yt—free, they are now acces-

sible only through a commercial service which adds on its own layer of

restrictions. It’s a pity, too. We were dying to place a cutline under this
photo by SSgt Jeremy Mosier which would have read, An intergalactic
traveler, left, emerged recently from the bomb-like object in the left fore-
ground, saying to astonished crewmen at the New Boston [N.H.] Space
Force Station, “Take me to your leader.” Unfortunately, carrying out such
a scheme would likely violate dvidshub.net’s terms of use and mire us in

an expemiw court case.
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cy by committing to a global asset
register.”

TJN researcher Moran Harari
added that “once again, a small club
of rich countries setting global rules
on finance and tax are found to be
the ones most responsible for fa-
cilitating financial secrecy and tax
abuses.”

“For decades, rich G7 countries
courted billionaires, oligarchs, and
corporate giants with secrecy loop-
holes and eyes-wide-shut-regula-
tions,” said Harari. “The regulations
they imposed facilitated the robbing
of billions from poorer countries’
public purses. And now those same
regulations are making it nearly
impossible for G7 countries them-
selves to track down the billions held
offshore by sanctioned Russian oli-
garchs.”

This work is licensed under Creative
Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel
[ree to republish and share widely.

Capitalism At Work For You

Imagine for a moment that the
U.S.A. was run like North Korea.
Every morning in grade school,
children would recite the following:

Teacher: “What makes America
great?”

Pupils: “Capitalism.”

Teacher: “What makes Capital-
ism great?”

Pupils: “Competition.”

Here in the U.S.A., of course, we
don't recite such catechisms. Our
dogma is so pervasive we simply ab-
sorb it through osmosis.

Skeptical as we are, we were
shocked—really, we were shocked—
to read a piece at ProPublica about
two alleged competitors during the
early days of the pandemic.

“As hundreds of meatpacking
workers fell sick from the coronavi-
rus that was spreading through their
plants and into their communities
in April 2020,” two-time Pulitzer
finalist Michael Grabell writes, “the
CEO of Tyson Foods reached out

to the head of another major meat-
packer, Smithfield Foods, with a
proposal.

“Smithfield’s pork plant in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, had been hit
particularly hard, and state and local
officials were pressuring the compa-
ny to shut it down.

“Anything we can do to help?”
Tyson CEO Noel White asked in
an email.”

Turns out there was. Tyson law-
yers drafted a regulation that suit-
ed the companies’ needs. The two
“competitors” then collaborated
with a compliant Trump adminis-
tration. Then everyone lived happily
ever after. Well, not exactly. The meat
packing plants continued to make a
profit, but a lot of their workers got
sick and died: “by October 2020,
community spread from the plants
had generated 334,000 illnesses and
18,000 Covid-19-related deaths.”

bttps://www.propublica.org/arti-
cle/documents—covid-meatpacking-ty-
son-smithfield-trump.

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

“Peaple who get up
early in the morning
cause war, death and famine.”

— Banksy, English street artist,
Banging Your Head Against A Brick Wall (2001)

John@wordpraxis.com

“History is a pack of lies about events that never happened
told by people who weren’t there.”

— George Santayana

North River Woodworks
Portsmouth, NH — (603) 682-4443

Local Craftsmanship

L 1 .
BOOKSTORE
A Constantly-Changing Selection
of
New & Used Books
in both
Hard Cover & Paperback

Your Coffee, Ice Cream, Children
& Pets Are All Welcome

Store Hours
Mon - Sat:9 a.m. -7 p.m.
Sun: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

32 Daniel St » (603) 431-2100
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The
New Hampshire
Gazette

is the most economical
advertising medium on the

Seacoast. This space is

available for just twenty

dollars. To learn more,
call (603) 433-9898, or e-mail
N\ editors@nhgazette.com. Ve

TR DATRR'S
CARTOON ORICITALS

AND OTHER DRAWINGS BY
THE NEW HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE'S

VERY OWN

STARTING ARTISTE

WWW.MIKEDATER.COM
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Senior Quality Assurance Test Engineer:

Amadeus North America, Inc. in Portsmouth, NH:
Create & execute automated tests using test au-
tomation tools & framewrks, following guidelines
& best practices established by QA org. Mult
positions avail. Apply through link:
https://opportunities.jobs.amadeus.com/
job-invite/117461/ Job code 117461

“One of the things that I learned in the war is that
we're not the top species on the planet because we're
nice. We are a very aggressive species; it is in us.
People talk a lot about how well the military turns
kids into killing machines, and I'll always argue
that it’s just finishing school.”

— Not-So-Random Thoughts from an Oregon Subscriber

— Karl Marlantes

_——— —
BI ACK
ACK
Herrmace Trai
New HamesHire

Raising awareness of New Hampshires Black History
to build inclusive communities today

Give the Gift of History — Come Shop with Us!
Visit blackheritagetrailnh.org

Black Heritage Trail of New Hampshire

222 Court Street, Portsmouth NH 03801 | 603-570-8469
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Bug Off, Free Staters
To the Editor:

We would like to extend a sincere
message to the Free Staters who tried
to undermine public education in
Croydon: You picked the wrong state
for this experiment. The Croydon vot-
ers, though at fault for not showing
up at the original school board bud-
get vote meeting, rallied on Saturday,
May 7, to stand up for the children of
their community. The vote was 377-2
in favor of restoring the original $1.7
million budget.

Bless those voters who can think
beyond their own needs to those of
others in their community. We don't
have children in the public school
system anymore, but our children re-
ceived a well-rounded education in
New Hampshire public schools, and
we are both products of New England
public schools. We regularly recall the
sage observation: “If you think educa-
tion is expensive, try ignorance.” So, to
all the Free Staters currently here in
New Hampshire with the goal of dis-
mantling our government, our school
system, and our public safety mea-
sures, please take your self-centered,
anti-American efforts elsewhere. We
don't have any use for any of it.

Leslie S. MacGregor

Dalton Winslow

Grantham, N.H.

Leslie and Dalton:

We made a point of watching the live
stream as Croydon voted on this matter.
We had a feeling it would turn out well,

Judging from the obvious good will on
display. We never would have guessed,
though, that the outcome would be so de-
cisive. Congratulations on having rescued
your school system from this pernicious
and idiotic ideology.

The Editor

Is Scanlon Putting a Fox in the Hen House?
Dear New Hampshire Gazette,

Republican Secretary of State Da-
vid Scanlan has announced a new
commission to combat declining vot-
er confidence. What a sham. The only
decline in voter confidence in this
country is due to the lies perpetrated
by the Republican Party in fealty to
their dear leader who lost the 2020

election by 7 million votes. If the Re-
publicans were really interested in re-
inforcing voter confidence they would
support an independent redistricting
commission and find ways to expand
voting opportunities rather than mak-
ing it more difficult (particularly for
students and others who tend to vote
Democratic). Then to highlight their
hypocrisy, conspiracy theorist Ken Ey-
ring is nominated for the committee.
Before seating Mr. Eyring ask him one
question: Did Joe Biden win the 2020
election? If he equivocates or says “no”
then he has no business serving in any
position requiring the public’s trust.

Michael Behrendt

Durham,N.H.

Michael:

Unfamiliar with Mr. Eyring, we put
the Google on him. The man has no busi-
ness being on that panel. For that matter,
the panel itself has no business being in
business. The effort to “build confidence”in
our elections is part of the con.

The Editor

Stomach-Turning Mitch McConnell
Dear Editor:

On NPR I Heard Mitch McCo-
nnell’s dramatically indignant voice
responding to a current topic. He be-
gan with, “Historically...”, turning my
stomach.

Historically, then Senate Majority
Leader McConnell prevented Presi-
dent Obama from nominating Mer-
rick Garland to our SCOTUS because
“only”six months of Obama’s term re-
mained. Historically, when Trump was
President and Ruth Bader Ginsberg’s
seat came open, hypocrite McConnell
rammed through right-winger Amy
Coney Barret in 22 days. Trump put
into place ultra-conservatives Brett
Kavanaugh, Neil Gorsuch, and Amy
Coney Barrett in his one term. Mitch
McConnell abetted that. Now we face
loss of a nearly 50-year-old ruling pro-
tecting women’s reproductive rights
due to that packing-in of conservative
justices.

Why not also be rid of OSHA,
not mentioned in our Constitution?
For only 53 years it’s been an agency
with its related laws: “to improve the

health and safety of working condi-

tions.” The oligarchs and corporatists
and billionaires who like Republicans’
pared-down democratic freedoms
would like that.Itd cost less, if families
who have too many children and need
two or three jobs to survive would also
not require safety at work. And maybe,
because historically we had the system,
indentured servitude could return. It
started in the Jamestown colony in
1607 and ended with even cheaper
slavery. All historic.

Vote out the toxic-to-our-democra-
cy Republicans.

Lynn Rudmin Chong

Sanbornton, N.H.

Lynn:

We're tempted to say the only good Re-
publican is an un-elected Republican. We
wont, though, because it might be seen as
uncivil.

The Editor

Blind In One Eye, Can’t See Qut The Other
To the Editor:

Democrats who attack the dem-
ocratically enacted Florida “Parental
Rights” (falsely labelled “Don’t say
gay”) and New Hampshire “Right to
Freedom from Discrimination” laws
misrepresent and slander them. The
laws’ speech restrictions that Dem-
ocrats call Stalinist censorship are
limited to certain work situations and
minor compared with many employ-
ment restrictions.

'The Democrat Party imposes much
stricter censorship and punishment of
people’s (not just employee) speech
they consider adequately objection-
able wherever it happens. Such speech
often gets people slandered, banned
from social media (e.g., Trump), ha-
rassed and/or fired. Speakers with
opposing views are shouted-down or
cancelled. Information Democrats
oppose is often misrepresented or
completely censored (e.g., Hunter’s
laptop).

Florida’s law (https://tinyurl.
com/2tbmrzdv) identifies parental
rights and control over their children’s
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education and health, and restricts pre-
senting age-inappropriate information
about sex and gender in school settings
(even most Florida Democrats sup-
port it). Its critics don't explain which
sex acts they want taught or shown to
young (K-3rd grade) children and how
these help young children. Nor do they
explain how creating confusion about
gender helps young (K-3rd), impres-
sionable, and vulnerable children.

N.H.s law doesn't restrict teaching
slavery (as often falsely claimed), or
any actual history of, mostly Dem-
ocrat, oppression of blacks, e.g., Jim
Crow Laws, the KKK, bad schools.
'The law (https://tinyurl.com/32mx-
7vpr, Sections 354-A:29-A:34) says
that people, including children, cannot
be discriminated against, nor can they
be identified as superior or inferior to
others because of age, sex, race, gender,
religion, or many other characteris-
tics. Discrimination harms students
and society. Democrats dont explain
how creating disharmony and friction
among races, genders, religions, etc. is
good; they just want to do it.

When so many American schools
inadequately educate many students,
why do many Democrats demand
adding instruction that causes confu-
sion, disharmony, and harm without
benefitting students’ successful fu-
tures?

Don Ewing

Meredith, N.H.

Don:

We're short on time today, and long on
room, so rather than attempt to edit down
or counter this load of utter hogwash, we'll

Just append the following disclaimer.

Dear Reader: Mr. Ewing has an un-
broken record of sounding like a broken
record. To the best of our recollection, hes
always been wrong about everything.
Whatever he says, its safe to assume that
the gpposite is true.

The Editor

The Major Wants His Strawberries
To the Editor:

No thank you Senator Hassan!

I just watched her latest political
commercial in stunned disbelief.

In the video she proposes giving us
simple serfs a federal gas tax holiday,
while concurrently emptying our stra-
tegic oil reserves.

Does she think that by taking these
actions, the more than doubled gas
prices she’s given us, will temporarily
be lowered until after the election?

Does she really believe that this
transparent ploy will fool Granite
Staters?

Does she really believe that we will
forget the rampant inflation, rising in-
terest rates and crime, out of control
spending, weak foreign policy, open
borders, and the general incompetence
of this congress and this administra-
tion?

Let’s dig a little deeper into her
shamelessly political plan.

Our strategic oil reserves are to be
used for national emergencies, like war
or catastrophic natural disasters, not
political bailouts.

Politicians gave us the federal gas
tax, to supposedly help us maintain
our infrastructure, it obviously didn't
work.

We know this because congress just
passed a 1.2 trillion dollar slush fund
to repair our infrastructure, sound fa-
miliar?

It should, the 800 billion dollar
American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009, was supposed to do
the very same thing, it didn't.

'The common thread here is that the
American taxpayer is paying for it all.

We pay the gas tax, we pay to fill the
oil reserves, and we pay for every other
bit of their wasteful spending.

Now she wants to give us, as Nancy
likes to say, some “crumbs”back, using
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our own money!

Imagine paying a dishonest con-
tractor, multiple times, to repave your
driveway, but they never show up to do
the work.

Would you continue to trust that
contractor, and continue to pay them
for doing nothing?

Why should we re-elect any of
them to “repave” our country?

They've already spent more that 2
trillion dollars, and given us nothing
in return.

Maybe it’s time we start electing real
people, not politicians.

People who will not serve them-
selves, people who will not serve for-
eign nationals, and people who will
not serve their political party masters.

We need to elect real people, who
understand that they are elected to
serve the people of New Hampshire,
period.

This November, we the people,
should send a message to our so-called
representatives.

'This is our land, not yours, and we
are not your setfs.

Sincerely,

Michael Petruzziello

Major, USMC (Ret)

Wolfeboro, N.H.

Major Mike:

If we might borrow your style... .

Do you really believe Senator Hassan
doubled gas prices?

Do you really believe she is more pow-
erful than the Federal Reserve?

Do you really believe she controls both
the budget and the borders?

Do you really believe you can win an
argument about general incompetence,
after The Former Guy’s administration?

Dear Readers: We would advise trear-
ing Major Mikes tirades as if they came

from Don Ewing. Must be something in
the water up there.

The Editor

Our Tight-Lipped Postmaster
Dear Mr. Fowle,

I saw that you mentioned the [QA-
non mailer] in your April 8th issue.
I am interested in knowing who, or
what, in fact, is behind this. Who paid
for the postal permit?

'The very day I received my very own
copy of this postcard, I began research-
ing, and found out that who paid for
the postal permit is public information
according to the USPS regulations.
(The regulation makes no mention of
the Freedom of Information act).

I received the vile and delusion-
al screed on a Friday, and as soon as
the Portsmouth Post Office opened
on Saturday, the 2nd of April, I called
with my question. I spoke to a clerk
who stated I would need to speak to
the postmaster, to call back Monday. I
called Monday, April 4th, and spoke to
the Portsmouth postmaster. He said,
yes, he could tell me who paid for the
permit, but I must put my request in
writing. I immediately did as request-
ed.

On April 14th I had not heard any-
thing back, so I called the postmaster
again. He said he had filed the pa-
perwork with the request, but “there
might be a fee.” What? Is there a fee
or not? And wouldn't that fee have to
be paid at the time of filing? So was
the paperwork filed or not? And what
paperwork? Is this Freedom of Infor-
mation paperwork? Could I have done
this myself> Why does the postal reg-
ulation say I can find out who paid for
the permit by inquiring at the origi-
nating post office ( with no mention
of fees or paperwork)?

I asked how much the fee was, and
he said he thought $30 or $40. Again,
what? It’s an easy question—how
much is the fee? I asked him to call
me back when he could tell me exact-
ly what the fee was. I have not heard
back from him, almost a month later

now, and I have received no info in the
mail answering my written request as
to who paid for Portsmouth Postal
Permit No. 4.

I'm writing to you to see if you have
inquired and gotten anywhere, and
to see, if perhaps your paper will have
greater sway with the local postmaster.

‘Thanks for your help on the matter.

Barbara Schult

Goftstown, N.H.

Barbara:

Great to hear from you on this. Very
interesting. We ran into something simi-
lar a while back. We'll re-open our inqui-
1y, and include this, too.

The Editor

Can We Not Hold Israel Accountable?
To the Editor:

Representative Pappas, my wife and
T are sick and tired of most U.S. Con-
gresspeople turning their backs on the
crimes committed by the Israeli occu-
pying forces and Israeli police. The re-
cent killing of a Palestinian-American
Christian reporter is the latest outrage.
Shireen Abu Akleh was an American
citizen who most likely was killed by
an Israeli sniper. Will President Biden
hold Israel accountable? Will Con-
gress that sends Israel $3.8+ billion
U.S. taxpayer dollars a year, hold Israel
accountable? Will you, Congressman
Pappas, remain silent thus adding to
your long period of seeming complic-
ity? Crimes against Palestinians have
been continuing since the Nakba or
“catastrophe” of 1948. This on-going
Nakba intensified when Israel in 1967
took control of all of the West Bank,
including East Jerusalem which is now
being Judaized with illegal settlers.

What is happening in Ukraine is
a horrific tragedy and should be ad-
dressed by the world community.
However, the almost daily human
rights violations of Palestinians have
been on-going since 1948—74 years.
During these 74 years, Isracl knows
it can act with impunity since it un-

derstands that the U.S. Congress, all

presidents and people as you, will not
hold Israel accountable for violations
of international law and for infringe-
ment of the human and civil rights of
Palestinians.

'The most recent indignity was an at-
tack by Israeli forces against Palestin-
ians who were following the coffin of
the slain U.S. citizen, Shireen, as they
tried to walk through Jerusalem to a
church for a Christian funeral. Israel
said stones were being thrown by Pal-
estinians (by the people carrying the
coffin?). The Israeli police used clubs
to beat the mourners, including those
who were carrying the coffin, which
nearly hit the ground. Beyond despi-
cable. Yet, some of us know that our
corporate media and Israeli “leaders”
will almost always refute any wrong-
doing by Israel. Too many Americans
believe that Palestinians are all “ter-
rorists,” are less than human, and see
them as the “other.” Israeli propaganda
(hasbara) has accomplished its goal.

A few Congresspersons such as
Senator Chris Murphy has said his
team is “working to get answers about
what happened here.” Sorry to say
but words are cheap. Then, Senator
Van Hollen called for “immediate
accountability for these attacks on
people mourning Abu Akleh’s death,”
although we would call it “murder.”
Again, these are words that will soon
be forgotten. The U.S. Ambassador
to the UN said she was “deeply dis-
tressed” by the images of the video of
the funeral. We would much prefer her
not vetoing any UN Security Council
Resolutions that condemn Israel for
its blatant violation of the human and
civil rights of Palestinians.

Representative Rashida Tlaib, a Pal-
estinian-American, said “for the Israe-
li apartheid government, Shireen’s life
didn't matter and her dehumanization
continues after death.”

Unfortunately, on previous occa-
sions that we have written to you,
Representative Pappas, we have not
received any responses. My wife and
I, as Veterans for Peace, will not for-
get that you and your N.H. colleagues,
Senators Shaheen, Hassan and Kuster,
have continued to support Israel un-

conditionally. What a deep disap-

pointment we have for not only the
N.H. delegation but for nearly the en-
tire U.S. Congress that appears captive
to the pro-Israel lobby.

Will & Wendy Thomas

Auburn, N.H.

N.H. Veterans for Peace

Will &3 Wendy:

The U.S.s continuing disregard for the
rights of Palestinians is an ongoing dis-
grace.

Thank you for continuing to put this
issue before our readers.

The Editor

Just Another Bloody American Weekend
Dear Editor:

Buried on page 12 of the Sunday
New York Times was the story of an
18-year old white male shooting 14
mostly Black people, killing 10 in a
predominantly Black neighborhood
supermarket. The killer traveled over
200 miles from his home in Conklin,
N.Y. to Buffalo to unleash his hate.
This was among at least four other
mass shootings that took place over
the same weekend. In California, a
gunman killed one and critically in-
jured four at a church. In Austin, Tex-
as, two were killed and three wounded
in a shooting at a flea market. In North
Carolina, seven people were shot in
multiple shootings across the state. In
Milwaukie, 17 people were shot and
wounded. Just another deadly bloody
weekend of gun violence in gun-
crazed America.

While there were multiple motives
and causes for this uncontrolled gun
violence, the one thing they all have in
common is the ability of almost any-
one to own a gun, including the most
deadly assault-style weapon. In every
case it was not just that people who
killed people, it was that people with
guns were able to quickly shoot and
kill multiple victims.

While every case of gun violence is
a tragedy, the Buffalo hate crime case
is of particular concern considering
our current political environment.
How does an 18-year old develop
such pathological hate for immi-
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This Is Not the Culmination of the Right-Wing Legal Movement—It’s the Dawn of It

The unelected bard—rigbt faction now in power on the Court is poised to allow the
most restrictive laws possible fo be applied to women’s bodies while rulin g hands-
oﬂ of regulatin g corporations whose products are harmin g our planet.

by Lisa Graves

he reactionary, right-wing legal

movement powered by dark
money appears to be on the brink
of achieving a nearly 50-year goal of
reversing Roe v. Wade.

'The leaked draft opinion obtained
by Politico confirms the worst fears
of anyone who took the reactionary
right at its word: It’s simultaneously
not a surprise and a punch to the gut.

The most partisan Supreme
Court justices in a century are at the
brink of using their power to attack
the popular will.

The imminent reversal of Roe
and Planned Parenthood v. Casey,
however, does not represent the
culmination of the right-wing legal
movement, but rather the dawn of it.

As the Federalist Society’s Leon-
ard Leo foreshadowed in 2019, “I
think we stand at the threshold of an
exciting moment in our republic, the
revival of our structural constitution
by the U.S. Supreme Court.”

“I don't think this has really hap-
pened since. . .before the New Deal,
which means, no one in this room
has probably experienced the kind
of transformation that I think we are
beginning to see,” he told members
of the Council for National Policy at
a closed-door meeting in 2019.

The Court now appears poised
to step through that threshold and
turn back the clock decades to the
pre-New Deal era, which will have
profound implications for both our
democracy and our lives.

Everything from same-sex mar-
riage and contraception to envi-
ronmental protections and laws
outlawing discrimination are now at
grave risk.

For example, the Supreme Court
will also hand down a decision this
summer in West Virginia v. EPA,
which revolves around the Obama
administration’s Clean Power Plan, a
law that never has and never will go
into effect, according to the Biden
administration.

While the outcome of that case
will likely have a monumental im-
pact on future efforts to ward oft the
existential crisis posed by climate
change, it could also have more
far-reaching repercussions for how
policy is enacted by federal agencies.

The Court’s six Republican-ap-
pointed justices have already sig-
naled they are open to challenging
what’s known as “Chevron defer-
ence,”a long-established legal prec-
edent where federal courts defer to
federal agency’s reasonable interpre-
tations of how to administer statutes
rather than their own.

With an increasingly broken
Congress where the majority will
can so easily be thwarted by an in-
transigent minority party beholden
to powerful special interests, revers-
ing Chevron would be a huge win
for the fossil fuel industry and its
fight against common sense regula-
tions to mitigate climate change.

More simply put, the reaction-
ary faction installed on the nation’s

highest court could potentially kill
much of the power federal agencies
use to protect the public interest, es-
sentially relegating them—and our
ability to regulate corporations more
broadly—to the dustbin of history.

Ovur only hope is that people rally
together to reject this gross over-
reach and hold accountable those
who have sought to use the Court to
roll back our rights.

Because some very special in-
terests hostile to women’s repro-
ductive rights and to corporate
regulation are deeply tied to the
packing and capture of the Supreme
Court, America now faces extreme
rulings by that judicial body, which
is governed by no binding ethical
restrictions.

‘The unelected hard-right faction
now in power on the Court is poised
to allow the most restrictive laws
possible to be applied to women’s
bodies while ruling hands-oft of reg-
ulating corporations whose products
are harming our planet.

This juxtaposition where a wom-
an’s right to control her destiny is
under assault while the Court pro-
tects the most powerful corporations
from regulations that affect the des-

tiny of our planet demonstrates just
how out of control that faction is.

Abortion is more popular than
the current president and the past
one. And most of the American
people want our federal government
to help mitigate climate change. But
the most partisan Supreme Court
justices in a century are at the brink
of using their power to attack the
popular will.

Ovur only hope is that people rally
together to reject this gross over-
reach and hold accountable those
who have sought to use the Court to
roll back our rights. This regressive
agenda has been bankrolled by some
very wealthy and secretive individu-
als who do not have the courage to
be honest with the American people
about who they are, what interests
they represent, and the future Amer-
ica they envision, where women’s
rights are nullified but the extrem-
ist agenda of a few of the richest is

exalted.

This work is licensed under Creative
Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel
free to republish and share widely.
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grants and people of color? What
were the social, family, media and
other influences that this child was
exposed to that led him to commit
such violence? Unfortunately, much
of the answer to that question lies
in the 180-page manifesto sup-
posedly written by the shooter. His
manifesto “was riddled with racist,
anti-immigrant views that claimed
white Americans were at risk of
being replaced by people of color,
an ideology known as the “great re-
placement” theory,”according to the
Times article.

The killer’s reference to the “great
replacement” theory gives us a very

A
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clear explanation as to what in-
fluences this child may have been
exposed to that led him to commit
such a hideous hate crime. It seems
very possible that the killer’s refer-
ence to the “great replacement” the-
ory was instilled in him by outside
influences. The “great replacement”
theory has been used by FOX News
host Tucker Carlson repeatedly, and
variations of the theory are being
used by a number of right-wing talk
radio hosts as well as a number of
Republican members of Congress.

In fact, Rep. Liz Cheney wrote on
Twitter Monday, “The House GOP
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leadership has enabled white na-
tionalism, white supremacy, and
anti-semitism. History has taught
us that what begins with words ends
in far worse.” The words from people
like Tucker Carlson and others plant
the seeds of hate in fertile minds like
the Buffalo killer, and they continue
to fertilize those seeds of hate with
the horse manure spewed on their
programs and in their words, ending
in things far worse than their vile
words.

Rich DiPentima, 'TC.USAF. Ret.
Portsmouth, N.H.
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The Venn diagram showing the
overlap of racist hate-mongers with
blood on their hands and the Party
Formerly Associated With Lincoln
looks more and more like a circle with
each passing day.

The Editor

“Napoleon’s troops fought in bright
ﬁe/dx, where every helmet caught some
Gleams of glory; but the British soldier
conquered under the cool shade of aris-
tocracy. No honours awaited his dar-
ing, no despatch gave his name to the

applauses of his countrymen; his life of
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danger and hardship was uncheered by
hope, his death unnoticed.”

— Sir William Francis Patrick
Napier (1785 —1860), Irish soldier
in the British Army and a military

historian, Peninsular War (1810)

“Being desirous of allaying the dissen-
sions of party strife now existing with-
in our realm, I do hereby dissolve and
abolish the Democratic and Republican
parties, and also do hereby decree the
disfranchisement and imprisonment,

for not more than 10, nor less than ﬁ@e,

years, to all persons leading to any vio-
lation of this our imperial decree.”

— Emperor Norton (1818-1880),

Imperial Decree

August 12,1869
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Woe Is Me!

by W.D. Ehrhart

ately I have been struggling to

find something worth writing
about. What is the point? Nothing
changes. I've written multiple essays
about the madness of our unique-
ly U.S. gun culture; but Americans
keep dying at the wrong end of fire-
arms in record numbers, and in most
states it’s easier to acquire and carry
a firearm than it was ten years ago.

I've written multiple essays about
the need for the Democratic Party
to get its collective head out of its ass
and start functioning effectively to
counter the insidious and pervasive
evil that has become the Retrumpli-
can Party, yet the Democrats keep
bumbling along with the compe-
tence of the Keystone Kops while
Retrumplicans across the nation
take control of state legislatures,
town councils, local school boards,
and even the levers of elections
themselves.

And what am I to write about
a Supreme Court whose radical
conservative majority was appoint-
ed by presidents who failed to win
a majority of votes, who are young
enough to be around for decades to
come, who believe that corporations
are people, the 2nd Amendment is
more immaculate than the Virgin
Mary, women’s bodies belong to the
State, and conflicts of interest don’t
apply to them?

How does one explain a citizenry
that doesn't seem to blink an eye at
a president and a presidency that is
SO corrupt, so crude, SO ignorant, SO
venal, so beyond the pale as to make

Rome’s Nero look as benign as Cap-
tain Kangaroo, but cannot forgive
a president for high gas prices in
the midst of an international crisis
caused by the ruthless dictator our
previous president described as “a
strong leader” and a “genius”™

And don't even get me started on
global warming. The notion that the
human race is collectively capable of
altering our behavior soon enough
and significantly enough to stave off
what the entire scientific communi-
ty tells us is now all-but-inevitable,
leading to a Mad Max world on the
way to complete extinction is the
very definition of “chimerical.”

How pathetic is it that the most
upbeat essay I've been able to man-
age lately is one about how I've ar-
ranged a “green burial” for myself
in the middle of a pine forest> How
pathetic is it that I'm glad I won't
be having grandchildren because I
don’t have to worry about the kind
of world I'm leaving them? How pa-
thetic is it that 'm glad most of my
own life is already behind me and I
won't have to be around to see how
this Shit Show finally ends?

I actually shared some of this
Doom & Gloom recently in an
e-mail to our Alleged Editor. And
then my wife and I spent a day in
rural Adams County, Pennsylvania,
with my dear friend and artist Jane
Irish, and her partner, the philoso-
pher Crispin Sartwell. It was a mag-
nificent spring day, bright sky, warm
enough to eat outside on the porch
of their converted old schoolhouse,
shade provided by a newly leafing

maple tree.

Jane showed us her latest project,
a series of paintings that, when ful-
ly assembled, will be 30 feet by 30
feet, though each panel can also be
displayed as an independent work.
She was very excited by what she is
doing, and her enthusiasm and joy
were infectious. Crispin gave me
a copy of his latest book, Beauty: A
Quick Immersion. He signed it, “To
Bill and Anne—Beauty, emerging
even from the darkness. Crispin
5-16-22.

As we made the two-hour drive
home, I found myself thinking
about the e-mail I'd sent our Al-
leged Editor only the night before.
Okay, the world is a pretty screwed
up place, and maybe my country and
the rest of humanity are headed for a
cosmic train wreck.

But I am one small man in a very,
very, very big universe that—as I
wrote in another essay not all that
long ago—doesn’t really care about
me or humanity or Planet Earth.
Whatever gave me the idea that
what I think actually matters and
what I write can actually change
anything?

In the Twelve Step program I
belong to, we're told that we can
only take care of our own side of
the street. What happens on the
other side of the street is not in our
control. We also recite the Serenity
Prayer, which reminds us to accept
what we cannot change. This doesn't
mean docility or silence because we
are also urged to find the courage
to change what we can. But it does
mean that we need to learn to accept
and live with our limitations.

Somehow, despite everything, our neighbor here keeps on keeping on.

Moreover, if I think my little
piece of the world is depressing, I
really ought to remember what life
is like these days for most people in
Ukraine or Guatemala or Yemen. At
least I've got food in my belly and a
roof over my head, and nobody has
shot at me lately.

My daughter and her partner just
acquired a beehive. They’re going
to be beekeepers, and they’re very
happy about learning this new skill
and in the process improving their
immediate environment. My artist
friend Jane has just landed a won-
derful and unsolicited commission
to do an installation for a prestigious

university. My wife—let’s be com-
pletely honest here—my wife has
stuck with me for 42 years, though
God knows she’s had more than
enough reason more than enough
times to show me the door.

So what have I got to feel sorry
for? And who knows? Maybe I just
could be wrong about where my
country, the human race, and this
planet are headed. Wouldn't that be
nice?

W. D. Ebrhart is an ex-Marine ser-
geant who holds a PhD in American
Studies from the University of Wales at
Swansea, and taught for many years at

the Haverford School for Boys.

Why Should We the People Respect a Court That Disrespects the People?

by Jim Hightower

Mitch McConnell, the per-
petually sour old goose who
heads the Senate Republican Cau-
cus, had a hissy fit when the news
leaked out that American women
are about to have their most fun-
damental constitutional right taken
from them by a cabal of Supreme
Court judges.

What made Mitch twitch, of

course, was not the bad news for

women...but the leak. He huffed
that revealing the right-wing
Court’s scheme to the public was a
“stunning breach,” spewing that it’s
“an attack on the independence of
the Supreme Court.” Uh, Mitch...
the so-called Supremes have been
meeting behind closed doors specif-
ically to plot an all-out attack on the
independence of some 170 million
women to control their own bodies.
Why arent you opposing the secrecy,
rather than supporting the Court’s

subversion of women’s liberty?
Perversely, the entire Republican
leadership is outraged by the leak,
rather than the attack on women.
Right-wing blowhard Ted Cruz, for
example, yapped that informing the
public “will do lasting damage to the
integrity of the Court.” Uh, Ted...
you and your ideological ilk anni-
hilated the Court’s integrity—and
its legitimacy—when you stacked it
with a covey of corporate-coddling
partisan hacks like Alito, Barrett,
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Gorsuch, Kavanaugh, and Thomas.
Then came Sen. Mike Lee of
Utah, a Trump acolyte, ludicrously
blathering that the leak of the judi-
cial plan is “despicable.” Why? Well,
he explained to us commoners, the
Court “is not a political body.” If
ignorance is bliss, Mike must be
ecstatic! The GOP majority on this
court is so immersed in its own par-
tisan biases that it is routinely ruling
against workers, the environment,
women, voting rights, local commu-

nities...and democracy itself.

No surprise then that public trust
in the integrity of these “arbiters
of justice” is crashing. If the Court
won't respect our democratic ide-
als, the people wont respect the the
Court.

Copyright 2021 by Jim Hightower
& Associates. Contact Melody Byrd
(melody@jimbightower.com) for more
information.
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ApMIRAL FowLE’s PiscaATAQUA RivER TipAL GUIDE (NOT FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES)

Portsmouth, arguably the first
town in this country not founded
by religious extremists, is bounded
on the north and east by the
Piscataqua River, the second, third,
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable
river in the country, depending on

whom you choose to believe.

The Piscataqua’s ferocious current
is caused by the tide, which, in
turn, is caused by the moon. The
other player is a vast sunken valley
— Great Bay — about ten miles
upriver. Twice a day, the moon

drags about seventeen billion
gallons of seawater — enough to
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up
the river and into Great Bay. This
creates a roving hydraulic conflict,
as incoming sea and the outgoing
river collide. The skirmish line

moves from the mouth of the

river, up past New Castle, around
the bend by the old Naval Prison,
under Memorial Bridge, past the
tugboats, and on into Great Bay.
This can best be seen when the tide
is rising.

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all
that water go. All the seawater that
just fought its way upstream goes
back home to the ocean. This is
when the Piscataqua earns its title
for xth fastest current. Look for the
red buoy, at the upstream end of

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in
the current. It weighs several tons,
and it bobs and bounces in the
current like a cork.

The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides.
When the river rests, its tugboats

and bridges work their hardest.
Ships coming in laden with coal,
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for
more clearance under their keels.
They leave empty, riding high in
the water, at low tide, to squeeze
under Memorial Bridge.

SuNDAY, MAY 22

Monpay, May 23

TuEsDAY, MAY 24

WEDNESDAY, MAY 2§

THURSDAY, MAY 26

Fripay, May 27

SATURDAY, MAY 28

2004—Portsmouth’s Leftist March-
ing Band debuts before a surprised and
delighted audience in Market Square.
1980—Jimmy Carter gives South
Korean dictator Chun Doo Hwan
the OK: use military force against ci-
vilians to “restore order” in Gwangju.
1977—Gun rights fanatic Harlon
Carter takes over the NRA—46 years
after murdering Ramoén Casiano, 15.
1968—=Scorpion, its nuclear torpedos,
and 99 crewmen are lost at sea.
1962—Thomas G. Doty buys dyna-
mite and flight insurance, then boards
Flight 11, which explodes. Instead of
$300K, his wife gets a $3.00 refund.
1949—Ex-Defense Secretary James
Forrestal ambiguously defenestrates
froma 16th floor hospital window.
1944—Life publishes a photo of an
American girl at her desk with a sou-
venir sent by her boyfriend in the Pa-
cific—the skull of a Japanese soldier.
1920—Henry Ford’s newspaper, the
Dearborn Independent, begins pub-
lishing anti-semitic articles based on
the bogus Protocols of the Elders of Zion.
1856—Rep. Preston Brooks (D-SC)
visits the floor of the Senate and beats
Sen. Charles Sumner (R-Mass.) near-
ly to death with a cane.
1718—Blockaded by Blackbeard,
Charleston, S.C. is held for ransom:
medication for his VD-ridden pirates.
1622—English settlers at Jamestown
serve the Powhatans a barrel of poi-
soned wine, killing 200. They shoot
another 50, and scalp the dead.

452 543
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2012—A mentally-unstable PNSY
employee sets a fire that destroys the
billion-dollar U.S.S. Miami.
1976—The Washington Post reports
that Rep. Wayne L. Hays’ (D-Ohio)
mistress, on his payroll at $14,000 a
year,admits she “can’t type...can’tfile,
[and] can’t even answer the phone.”
1971—President Nixon meets with
the milk cartel. For a $2 million cam-
paign contribution, he OKs a $100
million increase in the cost of milk.
1969—Drunk, homesick U.S.A.F.
Sgt. Paul Meyer steals a C-130 from
Mildenhall, UK and heads for Lang-
ley, Va. He crashes into the English
Channel—possibly shot down.
1950—The UAW and GM sign the
Treaty of Detroit. Workers get better
benefits but give up all hope of power
over corporate decisions.
1939—U.S.S. Squalus sinks off the
Isles of Shoals with 59 aboard. Within
40 hours, 33 are rescued; 26 die.
1934—Cops in Louisiana ambush and
kill Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow.
Their bodies are mauled by gawkers as
they get hauled through town, dead, in
their shot-up Ford V-8.

1930—Serial killer Carl Panzram
writes to the Society for the Abolition of
Capital Punishment, “Iwish you all had
one neckand that Thad myhands onit.”
1908—In Calif,, 16 passengers sur-
vive a fall from an exploding dirigible.
1849—In Haverhill, N.H., thou-
sands watch as Rev. Enos Dudley is
hanged for strangling his wife.

5359 6:48

12:21

2005—“See,” mansplains G.W.[MD]
Bush, “in my line of work you got to
keep repeating things over and over
and over again for the truth to sink in,
tokind of catapult the propaganda.”
2000—Linda Tripp beats a wiretap
rap; if you're a Right Winger, igno-
rance of the law isan excuse.
1989—Being killed by Texas state
employees, Stephen McCoy has a vi-
olent drug reaction. A male witness
faints, knocking over another witness.
1978—Pistol-packin’ Barbara Ann
Oswald skyjacks Allen Barklage’s
helicopter to spring airliner skyjacker
Garrett B. Trapnell from the Marion,
I11. pen. Bold Barklage grabs Oswald’s
gun, though, and shoots her dead.
1971—A fter a ski pole punctures his
heartina fall fromaskilift, actor Clint
Walker is declared dead. A dissenting
M.D. postpones his death to 2018.
1964—Barry Goldwater says let’s use
nukes in South Vietnam.
1961—Law-abiding Freedom Riders
are arrested in Jackson, Miss. as per
agreement between Sen. James East-
land and A.G. Bobby Kennedy.
1959—The first home bomb shelter is
shown in Pleasant Hills, Pa.
1861—Shot while removing a Rebel
flag from a hotel roof in Alexandria,
Va., Colonel Elmer Ellsworth, friend
of Abe Lincoln, becomes the first
Union officer to die in the Civil War.
1824—More hours for less pay? No—
102 women and girls in Pawtucket
hold the U.Ss first industrial strike.

7:07 749

12:48 .23

2020—A white Minneapolis cop
murders George Perry Floyd, Jr.
2007—As U. Mass. hands an honor-
ary degree to Andrew Card, George
W.[MD] Bush’s ex-Chief of Staff,
students and faculty howl and boo.
1988—Evicted from his crypt, Peter
Lawford’s ashes are scattered at sea;
the National Enquirer covers the cost
of the boat—none of his children will.
1986—“Hands Across America” ends
hunger and homelessness. Well done!
1981—Kennebunkport native Dan
Goodwin, 25, scales Chicago’s Sears
Tower while dressed as Spiderman.
1979—Sitting in “Old Sparky,” wait-
ing for the juice, John Spenkelink says,
“Capital punishment: them without
the capital get the punishment.”
1953—At the Nevada Test Site, the
U.S. fires a 15-kt nuclear warhead from
a cannon called “Atomic Annie,” previ-
ously seen at Ike’s Inaugural Parade.
1950—A speeding Green Hornet
streetcar in Chicago collides with a
gasoline truck, killing 34.
1928—After circling the North Pole,
Umberto Nobile’s airship Izalia crash-
es northeast of Spitsbergen. Eight
crew members survive on the ice; six
vanish as the balloon drifts away.
1920—At a parochial school in
Hampton, Nebraska, Robert T. Mey-
erisarrested for teaching German.
1826—Hooligans in Chepatchet,
R.I. test Hachaliah Bailey’s claim that
his elephant, “Old Betty,” has bullet-
proofhide. He was lying, she does not.

812 8:45
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2020—Minneapolis says a suspect
died after “suffering medical distress.”
2004—7he NY Times admits that its
pre-war Iraq coverage was “not as rig-
orous as it should have been.”
1989—Future Veep ]. Danforth
Quayle predicts, “We are on an irre-
versible trend toward more freedomand
democracy, but that could change.”
1972—Nixon’s “Plumbers” first effort
to gain entry to Democratic National
HQat the Watergate fails.
1970—The destroyer U.S.S. Richard
B. Anderson’s departure for Vietnam
is delayed due to sabotage by the crew.
1947—An FBI memo duly notes that
1t’sa Wonderful Life is communistic.
1938—The
Activities Committee begins carrying

House Un-American

out its un-American activities.
1937—Ford’s thugs beat hell out of
Walter Reuther and three union col-
leagues in the “Battle of the Overpass.”
1924—Congress establishes quotas
on immigrants: whites are alright, of
course, but “Orientals” are banned.
1916—Louis Thomas “Moondog”
Hardin, composer, street musician,
and Viking-helmet-wearing blind
eccentric, is born.

1647—In Hartford, Conn., where the
State House now stands, Alice “Alse”
Young becomes the first American
hanged for witchcraft.

1637—At Mystic, Conn., Captains
John Mason and John Underhill set
fire to the Pequots’ fort, burning alive
about 600 men, women, and children.
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2017—It’s the last “Last Call” at
Portsmouth’s Coat of Arms.
1994—Charles Rodman Campbell
does his best to dodge it, but Wash-
ington State’s hangman finally man-
ages to get a noose around his neck.
1972—Nixon’s “Plumbers” fail a sec-
ond time trying to break into Demo-
cratic National HQ at the Watergate.
1962—To clear anundergroundland-
fill, Centralia, Pa. officials set a fire. It
spreads to a coal seam, forcing aban-
donment of the town 30 years later.
The fire still burns.

1959—NBC’s Today Show reports
straight-faced on the Society for Inde-
cency to Naked Animals’ campaign to
clothe quadrupeds.

1944—NBC censors Eddie Cantor:
his song, “We're Having a Baby, My
Baby and Me” is too lewd for the tube.
1941—Biplanes sink the Bismark.
1940—As Brits evacuate Dunkirk,
Captain Jack Churchill drops a Nazi
with an arrow from his longbow.
1923—Arch-fiend Heinz Alfred
Kissinger is born in Fiirth, Bavaria.
1902—Luna Park’s owners poison
then electrocute Topsy the Elephant.
Edison’s cameras film the event.
1702—"T am about to—or I am going
to—die;” says French grammarian
Dominique Bouhours, “either expres-
sionisused.”

1541—Margaret Pole, 67, 8th Count-
ess of Salisbury, tries to dodge the ax
in the Tower of London. It only makes
things worse; the job takes 12 strokes.

10:0§ 10:22

3:50 4:01

2009—]Jonathan Trappe crosses the
English Channel suspended from a
cluster of 54 multicolored balloons.
1987—W. German Mathias Rust, 19,
lands arented Cessna in Red Square.
1986—The Dept. of Energy calls off
its search for a high-level nuclear waste
dump site; southwestern New Hamp-
shire was being considered.
1972—Third time’s a charm for Nix-
on’s “Plumbers,” finally breaking into
DNC HQ in the Watergate Hotel.
1962—The stock market plummets
5.7 percent, the worst drop since 1929.
1959—The U.S. Armysends Able and
Baker, two monkeys, into space.
1946—The Pentagon begins working
onalong-range bomber to be powered
by a nuclear reactor; 15 years and $8
billion later it’s declared impractical.
1871—In Pere Lachaise cemetery,
French soldiers restore proper order by
massacring 147 Communards.
1868—1 like an Indian better dead
than living,” Delegate James M. Cav-
enaugh [D-Mont.] tells Congress, “I
have never...seen a good Indian...
except...adead Indian.”

1830—Andy Jackson says all Indians
must move west of the Mississippi.
1754—Tanacharison, scout for Lieu-
tenant Colonel George Washington,
murders the wounded Joseph Coulon
de Jumonville near Fort Necessity. The
French and Indian War ensues.
1291—The Templars lose Acre; Holy
Land Crusades end, a century after
RichardI’s slaughter of 2,600 captives.
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SuNDAY, MAY 29

Monpay, May 30

TuEsDAY, MAY 31

WEDNESDAY, JUNE I

THURSDAY, JUNE 2

Fripay, JuNE 3

SATURDAY, JUNE 4

2020—A U.S. President, frightened
by a protest against a cop’s murder of
George Floyd, hides for an hourin the
‘White House bunker.

2017—A U.S. President asks an aide,
at a Memorial Day observance, “I
don’t getit. What was in it for them?”
2015—The Washington Post prints
ex-Gov. John H. Sununu’s confession
thatin 1988 he bartered state assets—
low numbered license plates—to buy
support for G.H.[H.JW. Bush.
2008—Senator (and candidate) John
McCain [R-Ariz.] says “Mosul is qui-
et” onadaywhen 30 die there.
2002—FBI head Robert Mueller says
9/11 might have been preventable.
2001—The Bush twins, charged with
underage boozing, plead no/o.
1992—In Gibsonton, Fla., “Lobster
Boy” Grady Stiles Jr. is murdered by a
hit man hired by his family.
1987—Michael Jackson attempts to
buy the Elephant Man’s bones.
1968—Charles deGaulle flees the
Paris insurgency. In Baden-Baden,
French General J. Massu advises him,
“You're in the shit and you have to stay
initabitlonger.” He returns.
1953—Tenzing Norgay and Edmund
Hillary top Everest.
1941—Disgruntled Disney cartoon-
ists vote to go out on strike.
1932—WW I “Bonus Marchers” be-
ginarriving in Washington, D.C.
1922—The Supreme Court rules that
baseball is not a business and is there-
fore exempt from anti-trust laws.

11:40 144
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2019—The state Senate overrides
Gov. Sununu’s veto: New Hampshire’s
out of the killing business—except for
that one Black guy on death row.
2007—Florida man Dale Rippy, a
"Nam vet, isattacked bya rabid bobcat.
He strangles it with bare hands.
1962—Missionary Archie E. Mitch-
ell, sole survivor of a Bly, Ore. picnic
devastated by a Japanese fire balloon,
is captured, along with two others, by
the Viet Cong. He’s never seen again.
1961—Plotters using CIA-supplied
weapons assassinate Rafael Trujillo.
They fail to neutralize his secret police,
though, and will pay with their lives.
1937—Police attack strikers at Re-
public Steel in Chicago: 10 are shot
dead, 55 hospitalized, 30 wounded.
1927—In Queens, N.Y., Fred Trump,
father of The Donald, is arrested for
“refusing to disperse” from a KKK pa-
rade that devolved into a riot.
1922—The Lincoln Memorial is ded-
icated. The ceremony is segregated.
1854—President Franklin Pierce
[D-N.H.] signs the Kansas-Nebraska
Act, which he also co-wrote. It leads
directly to “Bleeding Kansas.”
1806—Andy Jackson, dueling, takes
abullet near his heart, aims carefully,
and shoots Charles Dickinson dead.
1783—America’s 1st daily, 7he Penn-
sylvania Evening Post, begins.
1741—N.Y.C. burns 13 Black men at
the stake and hangs 21 men and wom-
en, Black and white, for planning a
revolt against slavery.

12:22

6:06

2020—Irene Triplett, the last recip-
ient of a Civil War pension (via her
pop), dies at 90 in Wilkesboro, N.C.
2009—Dr. George Tiller, usheringin
a Wichita, Kansas church, is shot dead
to uphold the sanctity of life.
2007—New Hampshire becomes the
first state to honor same-sex unions
without court intervention.
2005—Ex-FBI official Mark Felt ad-
mits he is “Deep Throat.”
1989—House Speaker Jim Wright,
as he is hounded from that office, calls
foran end to “mindless cannibalism.”
1921—A Black WW 1 veteran in
Tulsa refuses a demand to surrender
his pistol. During a struggle it fires; a
massive “race war” ensues.

1921—The mistrial of Sacco and Van-
zettibegins under Judge Webster “Did
you see what I did with those anarchis-
tic bastards the other day?” Thayer.
1916—The Battle of Jutland begins:
151 British ships, including 28 bat-
tleships, against 99 Germans (16 bat-
tleships). The results are inconclusive,
except for the 8,645 dead sailors.
1889—A shoddy dam belonging to
the South Fork Fishing and Hunting
Club (Andrew Carnegie, Andrew
Mellon, &.) collapses upstream of
Johnstown, Pa. Roughly 2,200 die;
unscathed, the owners pay $0.
1779—General George Washington
orders New Hampshire’s Gen. John
Sullivan to bring “destruction...dev-
astation [and] total ruinment” to the
Haudenosaunee [Iroquois]. He does.

12:23 .02
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2020—The President asks, about
people protesting outside the White
House, “Can’tyou just shoot them?”
2005—Having wrecked Iraq, Paul
Wolfowitz turns to the World Bank.
2002—George W.[MD] Bush an-
nounces at West Point that we’ll at-
tack pre-emptively if he feels like it.
1980—Ted Turner launches CNN—
the 24-hour news cycle begins.
1971—The NY. Times
Chuck Colson’s bait: a “vets group” he
created says that it backs the war.
1967—Disgruntled vets form Viet-
nam Veterans Against the War.
1954—The AEC pulls the security
clearance of Manhattan Project boss
J. Robert Oppenheimer.
1950—Maine’s Margaret C. Smith
asks fellow Republicans to renounce
the “Four Horsemen of Calumny—
Fear, Ignorance, Bigotry, and Smear.”
She is duly punished by them.
1921—Tulsa’s whites use planes to
firebomb the wealthy Black neigh-
borhood of Greenwood into oblivion,
murdering hundreds in the process.
1918—Adpvised by aretreating French
officer at Belleau Woods to turn back,
U.S.M.C. Capt. Lloyd Williams re-
plies, “Retreat? Hell, we just got here.”
1857—The American Party sends
Baltimore’s Plug Uglies to disrupt
municipal elections in D.C. To restore
order President Buchanan calls out the
Marines, who shoot 10 citizens dead.
1660—Mary Dyer is hanged in Bos-
ton for her Quaker beliefs.
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2016—Two sisters at air shows watch
as planes crash: Cindy Estevane-Vil-
lavicencio in Colorado and Kristyn
Lockwood in Georgia; a Thunderbird
pilotlives, a Blue Angel dies.
2002—The CIA admits to Con-
gress—in a classified document, to
avoid undue alarm—it had tracked
one 9/11 hijacker months earlier than
it had previously admitted.
1999—The Virginian-Pilot reports
that evangelist Pat Robertson has had
“extensive dealings” with Liberian
war criminal Charles Taylor.
1976—Don  Bolles,
reporter for the Arizona Republic, is
mortally injured by a bomb under his
car. Two guys take falls.
1972—Alfred W. McCoy explains to
Congress that top South Vietnamese
officials, the CIA, and the Mafia are
allin the heroin racket together.
1971—“Treating [the press] with
considerably more contempt,” Nixon
writes to Haldeman, “is in the long

investigative

run a more productive policy.”
1919—Anarchist bombs explode in
eight cities. Attorney General Mitch-
ell Palmer’s D.C. home is nearly de-
stroyed; the bomber’s body parts land
across the street on FDR’s stoop.
1855—Reacting to a newspaper
report, a mob breaks into Portland,
Maine’s City Hall in search of rum
bought on orders from Mayor Neal
Dow, author of the state’s prohibition
law. Dow orders militia to fire on the
crowd; one man, a sailor, is shot dead.
1:38 2:19

2009—New Hampshire becomes the
first state to legalize same-sex mar-
riage without a court order.
2002—Egyptsaysitwarned the U.S.,
aweek before 9/11, that al-Qaeda was
about to strike the U.S.
1983—In Medina, N.D., “Greatest
Generation” veteran, Posse Comitatus
co-founder, and anti-tax crank Gor-
don Kahl dies in a shootout with the
FBI, having slain five U.S. Marshals.
1980—A failed 46-cent computer
chip briefly convinces NORAD that
220 Soviet missiles are incoming.
1974—Brown & Williamson tests a
cigarette blended to smell like pot.
1969—In the South China Sea, a nav-
igational mistake takes the destroyer
U.S.S. Evansunder the bow of the car-
rier HMAS Melbourne. The bow of the
Ewvans sinks with 73 of her crew. “The
‘Wall” does not include their names.
1961—Henry R. Marshall, inves-
tigating LBJ’s pal Billy Sol Estes
for the Agriculture Department, is
found with five .22 slugs in him from
abolt-action rifle. Verdict: “suicide.”
1947—At West Point, 56 years before
#43 preemptively attacks Iraq, #34
tells graduates, “War is mankind’s
most tragic and stupid folly; to seek
or advise its deliberate provocation is
ablack crime against all men.”
1924—RIP Franz Kafka; last words:
“Kill me, or else you are a murderer!”
1678—In Portsmouth, New Hamp-
shire, tything men are appointed “to
inspect the neighbor’s families.”
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2017—It’s the last “Last Call” at
Portsmouth’s Press Room.

2006—A Ukrainian man enters the
lion cage at the Kiev zoo, saying “God
will save me, if he exists.” He does not.
2004—Marvin Heemeyer destroys
the Granby, Colo. Town Hall, the
mayor’s home, and 11 other buildings
with his home-made armored bull-
dozer because “God has asked me to
do this.” Then he shoots himself.
2003—TFeds get tough on white collar
crime, i.e., Martha Stewart.
1989—The Peoples Liberation Army
kills thousands at Tiananmen Square.
1963—Allen Ginsberg visits Saigon
to assess the political situation.
1962—A failing Thor rocket is blown
up over the South Pacific; the first
U.S. high-altitude nuke test flops.
1951—The Supreme Court overrules
Commies’ rights to free speech.
1944—For the first time a subma-
rine—U505—is captured and board-
ed on the high seas.

1943—GIs in a fleet of cabs roam
downtown L.A. searching for and
beating up Mexican Americans.
1939—The St. Louis, with 915 Jewish
refugees aboard, is turned away from
Florida; 254 will be killed by Nazis.
1919—U.S. Marines invade Costa
Rica “to protect American interests.”
1917—President Woodrow Wil-
son—a Democrat—tells the Jus-
tice Department to issue badges to
200,000 jingoistic civilians in the
American Protective League.
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French Pastry - Bistro - Wine Bar

121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
603.373.8401
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Wiring Service

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
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Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
3 Hale Street @ (603) 742-1737

“IT TAKES FOUR MEN TO DRESS A SALAD: A
MADMAN FOR THE PEPPER, A MISER FOR THE
VINEGAR, A SPENDTHRIFT FOR THE OIL, AND
A WISE MAN FOR THE SALT.” — UNKNOWN
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