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Africa’s Disappearing Glaciers Signal ‘Irreversible’ Threat to Earth System: Report
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The Fortnightly Rant

With Democrats Like These, 
Who Needs Republicans?

One could imagine that a news-
paper embarking on its 266th 

year might allow itself to ease up 
a bit. After weighing our options, 
though, we said to hell with that. 

How could we back off now? 
Have you seen what these people 
are up to? If we’re going to make 
a change, we need to do more. If 
things keep going the way they’re 
headed, we’ll be lucky if we see 275. 
We’re not worried about running 
out of words, but oxygen and water 
are another matter.

Judging solely from news that 
is commonly available, it’s pretty 
plain that the current plan—such 
as it is, if there is one—is to destroy 
our shared natural environment as 
rapidly as possible. With the usual 
suspects getting their usual cut, of 
course.

No one wants to be a party poop-
er, but somebody’s got to say it: un-
less we have overlooked some bold 
brilliant plan which is being put into 
operation even now, as we bash these 
keys—in which case please inform 
us asap—this whole dang planet is 
in really deep doo-doo. 

Of course, if we ever did real-
ly lose all hope, we’d just retreat to 
the morgue* and read back issues 
while awaiting the inevitable. It is, 
however, our time-honored policy 
to document whatever these afore-
mentioned individuals are up to, no 
matter the likely outcome. 

Enough braggadocio: let’s delve 
into some sordid facts.

Between New Year’s Day and 
October 8th, the U.S. was hit by 18 
environmental disasters costing $1 
billion or more. That’s one every 15 
days, with 84 more days to endure. 
Statistically we can expect to be 
slammed by 5.6 more of these events 
before the year is over.

Since 1980, the U.S. has been hit 
by an average of seven $1 billion di-
sasters per year. Six years out of those 
forty really stand out, with twice the 
average number or worse. 

The first of the outliers was 2011; 
the worst one was last year.

2021 saw 22 $1 billion disasters. 
At the current rate, this year we’ll see 
23—most of them, ironically, in the 
deep-red “heartland.”

The trend is obvious. You don’t 
need a PhD to see it. All over the 
globe, kids are proving that all it 
takes is a grade school education—
and they’ve got a hell of a lot more 
at stake than any cabal of wattled 
old geezers, no matter how much 
pilfered, polluting loot they’ve got 
stashed away. The point that trend is 
making could not be more clear: it’s 
time to “just say ‘No’”—to fossil fuel.

We can state the dismal facts 
cited above so confidently because 
NOAA pays experts to track such 
events, and to make their work 
available to the public. Naturally 
some—the RNC, Heritage Foun-
dation, American Enterprise blah 
blah blah, &c. ad nauseam—are 
enraged by this squandering of fed-

eral tax dollars which they didn’t 
pay, on an endeavor that is blatantly 
socialistic, and would love to put a 
stop to it. According to the tenets of 
neoliberalism, any member of the 
public who wants to know this stuff 
should damn well write a check to 
Accuweather. Those fatcats would 
have pulled the plug on the practice 
by now, but they still haven’t found 
a way to get those public employees 
fired while making themselves ap-
pear heroic.

If our public discourse were a lit-
tle less raucus—which is to say, if 
the buzzards cited above had to pay 
steep taxes on the lies they subsi-
dize—it would be easy to hear the 
voice of sweet reason, calmly say-
ing, “what a great time to borrow 
cheap money and hire lots of people 
to build up all sorts of systems that 
won’t kill us or our environment.” 

Such a constructive course of ac-
tion would need to be implemented 
by a certain class of elected poten-
tates. Under our customary rules of 
democratic engagement, arrived at 
over decades of struggle between 

the haves and the have-mores, it has 
been determined—though not in 
law, that would be vulgar—that said 
potentates owe their allegiance not 
the poor schlubs who merely voted 
them into office, but to the oligarchs 
who underwrote their election cam-
paigns.

And those oligarchs have heard 
that a little loose change is still 
tucked away under Earth’s sofa 
cushions. Who are these mere po-
tentates, to stand in their way?

Besides, they could use some good 
news. Times have been tough lately 
for the multiple-mansion crowd.

Plebians from coast to coast have 
been acting as if they had a right to 
jobs that won’t kill them, for wag-
es which would allow them to live 
actual lives in those fleeting hours 
between their unpredictable shifts—
with roofs over their heads, no less! 
Those wretches are actually refusing 
to work for standard starvation wag-
es! Are there no food pantries?

Things had been going so well, 
before the riffraff managed to recall 
that our grand continental planta-

tion once promised to be—on paper, 
mind you!—a “democratic republic,” 
whatever the hell that is. Curse those 
foolish Founding Fathers…. 

Wait! What? Did we say that out 
loud? Sorry, dear reader. Every once 
in a while our old knob-and-tube 
wiring gets crossed. Next thing we 
know we’re channeling the ghosts of 
robber barons like Fisk, Frick, Mel-
lon, and Morgan…. 

OK, we’re back on the rails, thank 
God. That was such an unpleasant 
experience. Now, where were we? 
Oh, yes…. 

Jeez, Louise—this is not much 
better. The twinned fates of hu-
manity and the planet on which we 
depend are in the hands of Joe Man-
chin and Kyrsten Sinema. They’re 
like four-year old twins yelling that 
they’re hungry, but refusing any-
thing you put before them.

No, actually, that’s too kind. They 
are acting as if they were Greek 
gods—a notoriously willful, cruel, 
and capricious bunch, from whom 
little good ever came. 

Hell, maybe they are gods.

by Julia Conley, Common Dreams

A new United Nations-backed 
report reveals the extent of Af-

rica’s “disproportionate vulnerability” 
to the climate emergency, with the 
continent’s three glaciers expected 
to disappear entirely in the next two 
decades as the population faces the 
increasingly dire effects of the heat-
ing of the planet.  

“Total deglaciation” of the gla-
ciers of the Rwenzori Mountains in 
Uganda and Mount Kilimanjaro in 
Tanzania is expected by the 2040s, 
while the Mount Kenya massif 
could lose its ice caps a decade soon-
er, “which will make it one of the 
first entire mountain ranges to lose 
glacier cover due to human-induced 
climate change,” according to the 
State of the Climate in Africa 2020 
report. 

The loss of the three glaciers in 
East Africa, which are retreating 

at faster rates than the global aver-
age, “signals the threat of imminent 
and irreversible change to the Earth 
system,” said World Meteorologi-
cal Organization (WMO) Secre-
tary-General Petteri Taalas.  

“Administrative barriers” current-
ly put long term observation efforts 
at the mountains’ summits at risk of 
being abandoned, according to the 
report by the WMO, the African 
Union Commission (AUC), the 
Economic Commission for Africa, 
and other agencies—but the authors 
noted that “investing in climate ad-
aptation, early warning systems, and 
weather and climate services can pay 
off.”

 “In sub-Saharan Africa, climate 
change could further lower gross 
domestic product (GDP) by up to 
three percent by 2050,” wrote Josefa 
Leonel Correia Sacko, commission-
er for rural economy and agriculture 
at the AUC. “This presents a serious 

challenge for climate adaptation 
and resilience actions because not 
only are physical conditions getting 
worse, but also the number of people 
being affected is increasing.”

While the loss of the three gla-
ciers could have significant adverse 
effects for tourism revenue, invest-
ing in climate adaptation would cost 
$30 to $50 billion annually over the 
next decade, or two percent to three 
percent of the GDP, while sparking 
economic development and gener-
ating “more jobs in support of eco-
nomic recovery from the Covid-19 
pandemic.”

As African nations’ economies 
face long-term threats from the cli-
mate emergency, the report notes 

that millions of people’s lives are 
already being upended on the con-
tinent by the effects of the warming 
planet.  

More than 800,000 people were 
affected by severe flooding in the 
Sudan last year; 155 deaths were re-
ported there and 285 were reported 
in Kenya due to the flooding, which 
scientists have linked to heavier 
rainfall resulting from the warming 
atmosphere.  

South Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, 
and Chad were among several coun-
tries that reported significant dis-
placement due to drought, flooding, 
and other climate crisis impacts last 
year, while in Madagascar, as Com-
mon Dreams reported in August, 
“famine-like conditions have been 
driven by climate change.”

With each flood or drought 
in sub-Saharan Africa, said the 
WMO, food insecurity increases by 
five percent to 20 percent.  

Central African countries report-
ed extreme events including land-
slides and heavy rainfall which led 
to economic losses and the collapse 
of Palar Bridge in Cameroon.  

While Africa’s 54 countries are 
responsible for less than 4 percent 
of fossil fuel emissions, the report 
estimates that by 2030, up to 118 
million people on the continent will 
be exposed to drought, floods, and 
extreme heat fueled by the contin-
ued extraction of oil, gas, and coal 
advanced by the Global North.  

“This will place additional bur-
dens on poverty alleviation efforts 
and significantly hamper growth in 
prosperity,” the report said. 

–=≈=–
This work is licensed under Creative 
Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel 
free to republish and share widely. 

* In the generally-accepted argot of the 
news racket, the morgue is a place where 
ranks of filing cabinets store meticulous-
ly-maintained, alphabetized subject files. In 
our case, it’s more like a room full of stacks 
of old newspapers. And if you think that 
sounds grim, well, it could be worse.

“…the continent’s three glaciers [are] 
expected to disappear entirely

in the next two decades…”
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“Delay Is the New Denial”
Study Confirms 99.9% of Scientists 

Agree on Climate
by Brett Wilkins, Common Dreams

The lead author of a new study 
showing that 99.9% of peer-re-
viewed scientific papers released 
over the past decade agree that 
global heating is caused primarily by 
human activity said Tuesday that the 
research should be “the last word” in 
the purported—but largely con-
trived—debate about what’s causing 
the climate emergency. 

“The reality of ACC is no more in 
contention among scientists than is 
plate tectonics or evolution.”

The new research by Cornell 
University scientists updates and 

expands a 2013 study that showed 
97% of peer-reviewed papers pub-
lished between 1991 and 2012 sup-
ported the theory of anthropogenic 
climate change (ACC)—the notion 
that human activity was causing and 
exacerbating global heating. 

The researchers started by examin-
ing 3,000 studies selected randomly 
from the 88,125 English-language 
climate papers published between 
2012 and 2020. Of those 3,000 pa-
pers, only four were ACC-skeptical. 

“Our results confirm, as has been 
found in numerous other previous 
studies of this question, that there 
is no significant scientific debate 
among experts about whether or not 
climate change is human-caused,” 

As with so many other sites in this community laden with great historical 
significance, the future of “The Pearl” has at times been in doubt. Love and 
effort have worked so far. Now: a new challenge and a new opportunity.

After decades serving other purpos-
es, the building which housed the 
first Black church in New Hamp-
shire may become the home of its 
newest.

A community calling itself New 
Friends of the Pearl is working to 
raise funds to purchase the building 
at the corner of Pearl and Hanover 
streets in Portsmouth. If they suc-
ceed, they will lease the property to 
the Sovereign Souls Fellowship Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal Church, 
under the leadership of Rev. Robert 
H. Thompson.

A bronze plaque affixed to the 
building by the Portsmouth Black 
Heritage Trail gives the following 
brief history:

“In 1915 the congregation of 
People’s Baptist Church, which had 
been meeting at the South Ward 
Hall for more than twenty-five 
years, bought this 1857 building for 
$1200. Though officially Baptist, its 
membership was multidenomina-
tional. For decades it was the heart 
of Black Portsmouth’s social, po-
litical, and spiritual life. Among its 

many distinguished visitors was the 
young Martin Luther King, Jr. who 
preached here on October 26, 1952.”

The building was sold in 1984, to 
facilitate the building of the New 
Hope Baptist Church on Peverly 
Hill Road. It became a restaurant, 
served as a function hall, and, more 
recently—until the pandemic threw 
a stick in the spokes—served as an 
office for a global shipping company.

In June, the Portsmouth Herald re-
ported that the building was on the 
market for $1.5 million.

Perusing the Boston Globe on Oc-
tober 1st, we were surprised to see 
The Pearl get a mention in a column 
by Alex Beam. “Remind me again,” 
Beam wrote, “Facebook is the great-
est instantiation of satanic evil in the 
21st-first century . . . why? I’ve been 
on Facebook for over a decade, and 
here are some typical recent interac-
tions: I learned that the Rev. Rob-
ert Thompson is trying to buy New 
Hampshire’s first Black-owned 
church, The Pearl, in Portsmouth. 
Facebook facilitated donations, and 
I made one. …”

Having searched Facebook in vain 
for a fund-raising page, we reached 
out directly to Rev. Thompson.

“I had resisted the idea of starting 
a church for some time,” he said “be-
cause I didn’t feel that I had the spe-
cific gifts necessary to begin a new 
work. But, when the Pearl became 
available, it triggered something in 
me and made me feel that perhaps 
building a new work in Portsmouth 
might be something I could do. 

“I began to become very excited 
about the idea of an African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church in Ports-
mouth. As I thought about it, the 
idea of a congregation of primarily 
white people being part of a his-
torically and predominantly Black 
Christian denomination would be 
an unusual experience.”

Contributions may be made to-
wards the building purchase by 
checks made out to New Friends of 
the Pearl. Contributions may also be 
made to Sovereign Souls Fellowship. 
Both may be mailed in care of Rob-
ert H. Thompson, 15 Colonial Way, 
Exeter, N.H. 03833 

In blatant violation of accepted journalistic standards, our Wandering Photographer used 
devious methods to remove unsightly utility cables from the image above. We stand by that 
decision, and the Pulitzer committee be damned.

The Pearl to become Sovereign Souls Fellowship

Delay is the New Denial
to page three

The arts are vital to our vibrant Seacoast community.
Please consider supporting your many local arts and 

culture organizations in this time of crisis.

Gathering together to experience the arts is the heart 
and soul of what we do here at The Music Hall. 

We are ever grateful for the unwavering support of our 
community, and look forward to seeing you when our 

doors reopen.

B2W BOX OFFICE AT THE HISTORIC THEATER • 28 CHESTNUT ST • PORTSMOUTH NH
603.436.2400 • THEMUSICHALL.ORG�/MUSICHALL  �@MUSICHALL �/MUSICHALLNH

The Fechheimer Building, one of the fin-
est examples of a cast-iron facade in Port-
land, Oregon, was built in 1885. Listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places, 
it was restored in 1981 by Russell Fellows 
Properties, the principals of which enjoy a 
subscription to this newspaper.

Sometimes Old is Good

The  
New Hampshire  

Gazette 
is the most economical  

advertising medium on the 
Seacoast. This space is  

available for just twenty  
dollars. To learn more, 

call (603) 433-9898, or e-mail 
editors@nhgazette.com.
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the study states. “This issue has been 
comprehensively settled, and the re-
ality of ACC is no more in conten-
tion among scientists than is plate 
tectonics or evolution.”

The paper continues:
The tiny number of papers that have 

been published during our time period 
which disagree with this overwhelm-
ing scientific consensus have had no 
discernible impact, presumably because 
they do not provide any convincing ev-
idence to refute the hypothesis that... “it 
is extremely likely that human influ-
ence has been the dominant cause of the 
observed warming since the mid-20th 
century,” and that... “it is unequivocal 
that human influence has warmed the 
atmosphere, ocean, and land.”

Mark Lynas, a visiting fellow at 

Cornell’s Alliance for Science and 
the paper’s lead author, told the Cor-
nell Chronicle that “we are virtually 
certain that the consensus is well 
over 99% now and that it’s pretty 
much case closed for any meaning-
ful public conversation about the 
reality of human-caused climate 
change.”

However, recent polling reveals 
that around one-third of Americans 
still do not believe human-caused 
climate change exists. Fossil fuel in-
terests, the public relations firms and 
politicians they support, and the dis-
torting influence of “both sides” cli-
mate reporting by advertiser-funded 

What with all the ruckus lately about pollution, noise, hazards, &c., our 
Wandering Photographer thought it was time to see how things were look-
ing down at the Pan Am railyard. Moving goods by rail was, of course, a 
critical component of the nation’s rise to dominance in the cutthroat world of 
capitalism. Most of the throats in question, naturally, belonged to railroad 
workers, deemed expendable in the old days. Fortunately workers get much 
better treatment today, in recognition of their roles as essential components 
of a functioning society. Working together cooperatively with management 
allows the guiding hands of such enterprises to allocate resources wisely. 
Such is the case with Timothy Mellon, owner of Pan Am—the wingless 
airline that runs on rails. Mellon has almost single-handedly provided 
the funds—nearly $54 million!—for Texas Governor Greg Abbott’s glo-
rious Texas Border Wall. Granted, that was a foolish endeavor to begin 
with. And it was a failure, to boot. But by throwing such a vast amount 
of wealth—created, let’s remember, by the hard-working folks at the very 
railyard pictured above—did help to re-establish that fundamental Amer-
ican principal, the Golden Rule: If you’ve got the gold, you make the rules.

corporate media all play a role in this 
persistent—but dwindling—skepti-
cism. 

“The prevalence of mis/disinfor-
mation about the role of [green-
house gas] emissions in modern 
climate change is unlikely to be 
driven purely by genuine scientific 
illiteracy or lack of understanding,” 
the new study’s authors note. “Even 
so, in our view it remains important 
to continue to inform society on the 
state of the evidence.”

“Mitigating future warming re-
quires urgent efforts to eliminate 
fossil fuels combustion and other 
major sources of anthropogenic 
greenhouse gas emissions,” the paper 
stresses. “Our study helps confirm 
that there is no remaining scientific 
uncertainty about the urgency and 
gravity of this task.”

Lynas added, “This pretty much 
should be the last word.”

–=≈=–
This work is licensed under Creative 
Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 3.0). Feel 
free to republish and share widely. 

Not a Memory But a Model
[The following is adapted from the 
Fortnightly Rant of January 24, 2014. 
– The Ed.]

On Monday, in thousands of lo-
cations all across the nation, people 
gathered to remember and honor 
the life and the works of the Rev-
erend Doctor Martin Luther King, 
Jr.—his early life and works, any-
way.…

King’s later goals, still unrealized 
and still challenging, are all too often 
overlooked. …

In the spring of 1967, though ra-
cial prejudice was still endemic and 
King was still working to attain ra-
cial equality, he had broadened the 
scope of his efforts. 

Those who had been freed from 
Jim Crow laws—as well as the dis-
advantaged whites to whom they 
had not been applied—were being 
oppressed by the Vietnam War, 
which had derailed President John-
son’s campaign against poverty. 

In a speech titled “Beyond Viet-
nam,” King called for an end to the 

bombing of North Vietnam, a uni-
lateral cease-fire, recognition of the 
National Liberation Front, and an-
nouncement of a date by which all 
American troops would be out of 
Vietnam.…

Former New York Times report-
er Hedrick Smith spoke [Mon-
day] at…the Pearl…where King 
preached in 1952. … he recalled 
meeting King for the first time…
as a young activist—an agitator…a 
practical and demanding as well as 
inspiring leader, who today should 
be a model, not just a memory.

Smith spoke mostly about lost 
ground. … [He] pegged the turning 
point as what he called the Bosses 
Revolt of 1978, when business lead-
ers successfully lobbied a Democrat-
ic President and Congress to grant 
them a wish list of tax cuts and de-
regulation. …

Smith, like King, was not without 
hope. His advice: do as King did in 
the 60s, and the Bosses in 1978: or-
ganize and agitate. 

–=≈=–

Delay is the New Denial
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“The men who declare that woman is the intellectual inferior 
of man, do not, and cannot, by offering themselves in evidence, 

substantiate their declaration.”

— Not-So-Random Thoughts from an Oregon Subscriber

– Robert G. Ingersoll, Preface to Helen H. Gardner, Men, Women and Gods

“…never worry about criticism
from somebody you

wouldn’t take advice from.”

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

– Chris Whitty (1966-    )
England’s chief medical officer

North River Woodworks
Portsmouth, NH — (603) 682-4443

Local Craftsmanship

A Constantly-Changing Selection 
of

New & Used Books
in both

Hard Cover & Paperback
Your Coffee, Ice Cream, Children 

& Pets Are All Welcome

Store Hours
Mon - Sat: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sun:  10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Give the Gift of History – Come Shop with Us!

john@wordpraxis.com

“There are worse crimes than burning books.
One of them is not reading them.”

– Joseph Brodsky

The New Hampshire Gazette is the most 
economical advertising medium on the Seacoast. 

This space is available for just forty dollars.  
To learn more, call (603) 433-9898,  

or email editors@nhgazette.com.

Dear Reader: Thank You
Without you, our paltry efforts

would be without meaning, and void.
To show our appreciation, we have held 

our subscription rate to $25 per 
increasingly-hellish annum.

Please see the form on the opposite page to 
take advantage of our sincere appreciation.

“…the research should be “the last 
word” in the purported—but largely 

contrived—debate about what’s causing 
the climate emergency.”
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Mash Note of the Century
Dear Steve…

…and all whom I haven’t had the 
pleasure to meet who make The New 
Hampshire Gazette possible. And Mr. 
Primus, sir, I wish you were present to 
read the letter.

Volume 266, Number One of the 
Gazette, of Friday, September 24, 2021 
is the finest, most powerful issue that 
I have had the good fortune and plea-
sure to read. What a truly courageous 
and edifying collection of articles and 
essays. Kudos indeed.

Enclosed is an early renewal request 
and payment along with a bit more.

Copies of outstanding pieces by 
W.D. Ehrhart and Paul Nichols are 
now posted where I work; I consider 
posting them essential service and ed-
ucation in my community.

Speaking of community, if this 
longtime reader and admirer of your 
fortnightly wares may be of service in 
effecting distribution of the Gazette 
in and around Exeter, my community 
of going-on thirty-five years for this 
born Madburian, please seek me out, 
as good acts acquit us much more than 
words alone.

Thank you for steadfastly holding 
forth when courageous commitment 
to truth such as the Gazette’s is so sore-
ly wanting in our wounded nation.

Mark Trafton
Exeter, N.H.
Dear Mark,
We suppose that many an editor has in 

mind some type of ideal reader. You, sir, 
are ours. 

Every other Friday the volunteers of 
our Subscription Fulfillment Depart-
ment gather for what could be called an 
origami bee. These are always festive 
occasions, but never more so than when 
your kind letter was read aloud to great 
acclaim.

Thank you for calling out those two 
pieces, of which we are especially proud.

Most of all, thank you for volunteer-
ing for our devious scheme public-mind-
ed program to overthrow the dominant 
paradigm broaden public discourse by 
enlarging—without significant added 
expense—our volunteer distribution sys-
tem. We will be in touch.

The Editor

Good Cops, Bad Cops, and Chris Sununu
Dear Sir:

What a sick and deadly game of 
“good cop, “bad cop” was played out 
by Chris Sununu and the Executive 
Council this past week. We all know 
the strategy used by police when in-
terrogating a suspect of a crime to get 
them to talk or admit to a crime. One 
officer plays the tough/threatening 
cop, while the other takes a softer ap-
proach trying to befriend the suspect 
and getting them to talk. In the end, 
both the “good cop” and “bad cop” get 
what they want, they both win.

This is exactly what was on full dis-
play at this week’s Executive Council 
meeting, where, once again, the accep-
tance of $27 million in federal fund-
ing to combat COVID was on the 
agenda. And, once again, a rowdy mob 
was there to intimidate and disrupt. In 
this game of “good cop, bad cop,” Mr. 
Sununu played the “good cop” plead-
ing for the money to be accepted, and 
warning the mob of consequences for 
criminal behavior. In fact, nine mob 
members were arrested for disorderly 
conduct. The “bad cop” was played by 
the four Republican members of the 
Council, who all voted against accept-
ing the $27 million. The suspects in 
this game were the innocent people of 
New Hampshire, who were supposed 
to be convinced that “good cop” Mr. 
Sununu was really on their side trying 
to protect them from COVID-19, 
while the “bad cop” Republicans on 
the Council were protecting “individ-
ual rights” and freedom from govern-
ment overreach. 

In the end, both the “good cop” 
and the “bad cops” got what they re-
ally wanted. Mr. Sununu, who faked 
wanting the money, really had only 
one goal in mind, his political future. 
If he could hurt President Biden, and 
in the process hurt Senator Hassan by 
not getting this COVID money, great. 
He just had to make it look like he was 
on the side of the innocent suspect, 
the New Hampshire people. The “bad 
cops” Republican Council members 
could afford to play the role of “bad 
cops” because they are mostly in safe 
districts and they expect that most vot-
ers will not even remember their vote 

come November 2022, if they even 
run again.

Some may think that my view is 
very cynical, however, Mr. Sununu 
has played this game before with 
the Council and the Legislature. He 
tells New Hampshire people that he 
is “Pro-Choice,” but signed a budget 
with the most restrictive abortion re-
quirements in New Hampshire histo-
ry. His weak defense was that he did 
not write the bill! He also did nothing 
to help get the Planned Parenthood 
contracts passed by the Republicans 
on the Council. He tells us that he is 
anti tax, but signs a budget that down-
shifts millions of dollars to local prop-
erty tax payers and renters. He tells us 
that he is pro public education, then 
signs legislation that funds private and 
religious schools taking needed funds 
away from public school districts and 
increasing property taxes. 

Based on this history, how else 
could a reasonable person explain Mr. 
Sununu’s actions? Mr. Sununu is the 
leader and head of the Republican 
Party in New Hampshire. He has the 
power and influence to convince the 
Republican members of the Executive 
Council to vote the way he wants them 
to, especialy on a matter of such pub-
lic interest, just like we have seen all 
other all Governors do when they had 
the majority on the Council. If both 
parties were not in on the “game,” the 
Republican Council members would 
never have embarrassed their Republi-
can Governor as they did this week. It 
was all well planned and orchestrated 
long before the meeting was ever held 
and any vote taken. 

Rich DiPentima, LTC, USAF, Ret
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
Too cynical? Oh, no. 
Under the terms of the Tomlin Rule, 

we’d say you’re almost cynical enough.
In fact, your penetrating analysis 

does wonderfully well at dispelling “Mr. 
Sununu’s” prodigious fog.

The Editor

In Catalonia, the 1st of October
is the New 11th of September

To the Editor:
Catalonia became an independent 

nation in 935 and some time later 
founded the Crown of Aragon, with 
a fairly democratic political system 
that had the world’s first parliament 
(before England’s). In 1479,  through 
a marriage between kings, the Crown 
of Aragon was united with the Crown 
of Castile to form a confederal state 
where each crown maintained its 
own rulers, laws and taxes. But on 11 
September 1714, through a dynastic 
war, the Crown of Castile abolished 
the confederal pact, eliminated all the 
institutions and laws of the Crown of 
Aragon, banned the Catalan language 
and forged, by blood and fire, a cen-
tralist Spain with its capital in Ma-
drid. That is why 11 September is the 
National Day of Catalonia, when we 
commemorate the loss of our freedom. 

Since then, there have been 300 
years of covert colonial rule, with an 
economic drain of €18 billion a year, 
and every so often, Spain has had to 
crush Catalan revolts against eco-
nomic plundering, against Madrid’s 
impositions and against a way of 
understanding politics that is far re-
moved from the Catalan way of being, 
democratic and negotiating. Spain’s 
General Espartero had already pon-
tificated: “For the good of Spain, Bar-
celona must be bombarded once every 
50 years.” And the fact is that Catalo-
nia is, according to Spanish intellectu-
als, a chronic problem that can only be 
dealt with but not solved. 

Since 2017, we prefer to celebrate 
the fact that on 1 October we exer-
cised our sovereignty by organising 
a unilateral referendum of indepen-
dence. It ended up being unilateral be-
cause the Spanish state refused, at all 
times, to negotiate a democratic way 
out in which Catalan society could 

decide whether it wanted to remain in 
Spain or become a new EU member 
state. Spain sent 10,000 police to try 
to prevent the referendum, beating up 
people who wanted to vote in ballot 
boxes! But they failed because the vot-
ers defended the polling stations with 
Gandhian-style mass non-violent dis-
obedience. And, although the police 
stole 770,000 votes, the referendum, 
with scrupulous and well-organised 
fair play, became the founding event of 
the Catalan Republic: 2,286,217 valid 
votes (43% of the census) with 90.18% 
in favour of independence. 

It should be noted that, since 2010, 
the Catalan Parliament has had five 
absolute pro-independence majorities 
and that, in the last elections, there was 
a 52% pro-independence vote. 

Being attacked and beaten by the 
Spanish police, and repressed there-
after, has led Catalans to completely 
sever our emotional and mental ties 
with Spain. From outside Spain, it 
is proposed to us that Catalans and 
Spaniards negotiate and overcome 
the conflict. We understand this good 
faith, but I don’t know if you can imag-
ine that the Catalans, after these ag-
gressions, we do not want to reconcile 
with a State that does not love us, does 
not respect us, and does not hesitate to 
beat our people to impose our belong-
ing to Spain. It is as if we were asking 
a married couple to reconcile despite 
irreversible wounds that nullify any 
desire to live together. Better each to 
go his or her own way and without 
permanent abuse. 

It is only a matter of time before 
Catalan independence becomes a 
reality. And it had better be soon to 
prevent Spain from continuing to 
mistreat, with the connivance of Eu-
rope, the Catalan national minority.

Jordi Oriola Folch
Barcelona, Catalonia

War is Theft
te

st

Restaurant, Takeout, & Delivery
We Fill Large Orders

801 Islington St., Gallagher’s Pl.

(603) 433-6355
Mon. – Fri 11:30 – 3 & 4:30 – 9

Sat. 11:30 – 9, Closed Sun.

a compendium of drawings by Mike Dater
most of which first appeared in

The New Hampshire Gazette
Now Available at RiverRun Bookstore

and at MikeDater.com

You Suffered Through Them…
Now Enjoy Them!

The  
New Hampshire  

Gazette 
is the most economical  

advertising medium on the 
Seacoast. This space is  

available for just twenty  
dollars. To learn more, 

call (603) 433-9898, or e-mail 
editors@nhgazette.com.

An Exciting Offer*
Do you routinely drive between Portsmouth and Exeter?

You could be part of our team, 
and help the Nation’s Oldest Newspaper™ thrive.

We need a volunteer† to carry a few bundles of 
The New Hampshire Gazette every other Friday.

A volunteer in Exeter is ready to distribute them.
If you think you might be able to help, 

please email us at editors@nhgazette.com.
* Well, we’re excited about it.
† This is an unpaid position.

Page 4 — The New Hampshire Gazette, Friday, October 22, 2021



Mash Notes, Hate Mail, &c.
to page six

Jordi:
We have no special expertise in this 

issue. Neither do we have any reason to 
doubt the particulars in your letter.

If representatives of the government 
of King Philip VI, aka Felipe Juan Pablo 
Alfonso de Todos los Santos de Borbón y 
Grecia, would care to dispute them, we 
will give their correspondence due con-
sideration.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Who’s Really Destroying Our Way Of Life?
To the Editor:

In 1971, corporate lawyer and later 
Supreme Court Justice Lewis Pow-
ell wrote a secret memo to the U.S 
Chamber of Commerce (not to be 
confused with your local Chamber of 
Commerce). The memo provided a 
blueprint for corporate domination of 
American Democracy and the reduc-
tion of middle class power.

The memo focuses particularly on 
how to take over education and dom-
inate government and politics. It also 
contains blueprints for dominating 
the courts, television, and other media, 
funding pro-corporate think tanks, 
and organizing the wealthy to under-
mine the middle class.

It has taken 50 years, but Powell’s 
goal has finally been reached!

This week, after years of decline, the 
American Middle Class finally holds 
a smaller share of U.S. wealth than 
the top one percent! The middle 60 
percent of American households saw 
their combined assets drop to 26.6 
percent of the nation’s wealth vs. 27 
percent for the top one percent. 

This war on the middle class, large-
ly supported by the Republican Party, 
has also been a war on democracy. We 
now have rampant gerrymandering, 
and voter suppression in Republican 
controlled states. Money, that tool of 
the wealthy, has unlimited power in 

our elections, and the corporation has 
been elevated over the individual. And 
all of this is supported by a highly po-
liticized right-wing Supreme Court.

It is time for the ever-shrinking 
middle class to fight back!

Michael Frandzel
Portsmouth, N.H.
Michael:
Well said, sir!
The Editor

–=≈=–
Sock ‘Em Moms 

To the Editor
America’s political landscape is easy 

enough to understand. It’s a place 
where two over-funded political par-
ties spend billions annually to con-
coct inflammatory propaganda for 
we-the-electorate to consume. 

In the red trunks, Trump Repub-
licans espouse the virtues of white 
supremacy, autocracy, and minority 
rule. In the blue trunks, aging DLC 
Democrats sing in praise of perpetual 
warfare, oligarchy, and neo-liberalism. 
We take their slugfest in stride, and we 
vote. 

Of course, it doesn’t really matter 
which party prevails at the ballot box 
because America belongs to the bank 
and the bank is controlled by an amor-
phous collective of tax-dodging bil-
lionaires Bernie Sanders loves to hate. 
Pretty simple. 

Far more difficult to comprehend 
are recent press reports of “concerned 
citizens” disrupting school board 
meetings and threatening violence 
on town officials over the issue of re-
quiring masks. Indeed, school board 
disruptions have grown so pervasive 
that the FBI is now investigating the 
possibility of collusion and wider con-
spiracy. 

Somewhere in the Constitution it 
must state that the individual’s right 
to spread infectious disease supersedes 
the community’s civil obligation pro-

tect its citizens. Why else would these 
ruffians claim to be victims of govern-
ment oppression? 

Of course, it’s also possible the 
confrontations have the more odious 
purpose of providing like-minded “pa-
triots” with an opportunity to assemble 
and practice oppositional defiance in 
anticipation of wider civil disruptions 
to come. No wonder the FBI is inter-
ested. 

Either way, it smells of insurrec-
tion-like hooliganism that has little 
to do with promoting public safety or 
protecting civil rights. 

Rick Littlefield
Barrington, N.H.
Rick:
Never thought we’d see the day when 

we’d oppose mobs of people brandishing 
pitchforks and torches.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Remembering the 1956 Hungarian
Revolution at the N.H. State House

To the Editor:
The public is invited to a remem-

brance of the 1956 Hungarian Revo-
lution on November 3, 2021, at 3:00 
p.m., hosted by the N.H. Friends of 
Hungary and Rep. Peter Somssich. 
Our special guest will be the Honor-
ary Hungarian Consul Ga’bor Garai, 
who is responsible for the New En-
gland region. A short presentation 
will take place in the lobby of the N.H. 
State House in Concord, followed by 
a reception and social gathering in the 
cafeteria where light refreshments and 
coffee will be served. Attendees who 
have either direct or indirect family ex-
periences connected to the 1956 Rev-
olution are encouraged to share these 
remembrances at the social gathering. 

This year marks the 65th anniver-
sary of the 1956 Hungarian Revolu-
tion, but also the 32th anniversary of 
the year 1989, that ended with the Fall 
of the Berlin Wall and the collapse 
of many communist governments 
including Hungary’s. The 1956 revo-
lution began on October 23rd with a 

demonstration supporting democracy 
in Poland, but soon evolved into one 
demanding democracy in Hungary. 
During a 10-day period of battles with 
Hungarian Freedom Fighters the So-
viet troops at first withdrew, but later 
returned to suppress the revolution. 

“I am hoping to hear many per-
sonal stories from those attending 
about their connection to Hungary, as 
we have in previous years,”, said Rep. 
Somssich, who was one of the 47,000 
Hungarian refugees who came to the 
U.S.A. and became American citizens. 

Thousands of Hungarians were 
tried, tortured and executed and over 
200,000 Hungarians (two percent of 
the population) fled the country. The 
year 1989 saw a reform-minded Hun-
garian government creating demo-
cratic institutions, and joining both 
NATO and the European Union. 
During the 2021 session, the N.H. 
House and Senate both endorsed a 
resolution (HCR5) expressing con-
cerns about the authoritarian direction 
of the current Hungarian, Polish and 
Hong Kong governments. 

New Hampshire Friends of Hun-
gary, c/o N.H. State Representative 
Peter Somssich

Portsmouth, N.H.
–=≈=–

Now, For A Different Perspective… 
Dear New Hampshire Executive 
Council,

Thank you for not allowing the gov-
ernor to sell out our State. 

It doesn’t matter whether the federal 
government offered New Hampshire 
30 pieces of silver, or $27 million dol-
lars.

The result still would have been the 
betrayal of the people of New Hamp-
shire.

The principles, personal choices and 
freedoms of individual Granite Staters 
should never be for sale.

Today, far too many of our political 
leaders are only concerned with their 
careers, instead of the Constitution 
they swore to defend.

The governor should be ashamed of 
himself.

Thank you so much for showing 
him what courage looks like, and for 
standing up for the people.

May God Bless you all.
Sincerely,
Michael Petruzziello, Major, 

USMC (Ret)
Wolfeboro, N.H.
Yo, Major Mikey:
Sorry about that…irregular saluta-

tion. Sometimes our inner E-5 just will 
not be repressed.

We beg to take issue with one word of 
your letter. One should be sufficient.

It’s the “our” in the first sentence. You 
capitalized “our.” We italicized it, prefer-
ing to avoid “all caps” whenever possible.

When you say “our” state, just who do 
you mean? Not that it matters, really—
you have no right to declare whose state 
this is.

Do you even understand the concept 
of democracy? We presume you took the 
United States Uniformed Services Oath 
of Office. We, of course—plebian then 
as now—took the United States Armed 
Forces oath of enlistment. Mox-nix, as 
GIs in Germany used to say—or at least 
so we’ve been told. 

In a rare case of cross-class equali-
ty, officers and enlisted both swear to 
uphold the Constitution of the United 
States—not bow down to some asshat 
on Fox News parroting the latest inan-
ity from some jumped-up, philandering, 
twice-impeached real estate tax cheat.

Have we made ourselves clear?
The Editor

–=≈=–
It’s Not Just the $27 Million

To the Editor:
Since 2002, energy efficiency mea-

sures have saved New Hampshire 
customers more than $3.1 billion. Not 
all households can afford solar pan-
els or a Tesla, but with NHSaves, our 
statewide energy efficiency program, 
customers received up to $8,000 to 
weatherize their home to stay cozy 
while keeping fuel costs down.

HB 549, which comes before the 
House this week, would decimate 
these programs.

Energy efficiency benefits all, not 
just businesses or those receiving 
weatherizing money. Use less and we 
don’t need new power plants or pipe-
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from page five

lines. Less money is spent on out-of-
state fuel. Companies that save can 
pass on savings to customers.

A plan for greater efficiency that 
was to go into effect in January 
would have created 17,500 “job 
years” in new green energy jobs here, 
more than $1 billion in additional 
labor income, and almost $3.5 bil-
lion in increased economic output. 
The Triennial Energy Efficiency 
Plan was never put into effect. A 
letter from members of the Legisla-
ture’s Science, Technology and En-
ergy Committee stalled the plan and 
it was not revived.

The same legislators want to slash 
funds for remaining programs with 
HB 549, which would stop busi-
ness energy efficiency programs and 
payments. With such uncertainty, 
businesses can’t plan nor will they 
consider relocating here.

NHSaves reduced energy costs 
for consumers, including those on 
a fixed budget. Energy prices are 
spiking and Consumer Advocate 
Donald Kreis says more drastic rate 
increases are coming. Urge Gover-
nor Chris Sununu and your repre-
sentatives to restore and protect our 
energy efficiency plans.

Susan Richman
Durham, N.H.
Susan:
Existing centers of entrenched pow-

er have sufficient resources to fight back 
against any perceived threat to their 
existing revenue streams. Never mind 
that those revenue streams are making 
the planet uninhabitable. Maybe they 
plan to hitch a ride to Mars with one of 
the billionaires, or maybe they’re just as 
greedy and stupid as they seem.

It’s not easy to keep up with their 
myriad attacks on our future—making 
letters like yours all the more important.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Remembering Gail Mills
To the Editor:

The Community Rights Move-
ment in New England is grieving 
the loss of a water protector. Gail 
Mills of Nottingham, N.H., passed 

away this month, having paid for-
ward a legacy of community ac-
tivism that inspired local activists 
across the country.

Townspeople in Nottingham 
faced their Goliath in the mid-
2000’s when USA Springs, LLC 
management decided to extract and 
bottle water from a local aquifer, to 
sell overseas in Italy. Gail and her 
husband, Chris, encouraged the 
community to stand their ground 
and do everything within their pow-
er to prevent permits from being is-
sued by the state. What they learned 
through infuriating experience was 
that the state permitting process ac-
tually legalized the exploitation of 
water and the destruction of natural 
ecosystems when there is profit to be 
made. After years of losing the battle 
with state permitting agencies, Gail 
supported a new path of action.

In 2008, Nottingham became the 
second town in the state to adopt a 
water protection rights-based ordi-
nance to make it illegal to commer-
cially extract water for the purpose 
of bottling and selling it beyond the 
boundaries of the town. Gail was a 
founding member of the Notting-
ham Water Alliance (NWA) which 
was formed to propose the local 
initiative at town meeting. After 
months of education, organizing, 
and drafting their Water Rights 
law, USA Springs began to take the 
NWA seriously.

“I remember Gail telling me a 
story about how armed men dressed 
in black were posted across the street 
from her home as a means to intim-
idate her into backing down from 
the local initiative” says Michelle 
Sanborn of the Community En-
vironmental Legal Defense Fund 
(CELDF). (The NWA partnered 
with CELDF for assistance with 
education, organizing, and legal 
support throughout their over-a-de-
cade-long effort to defeat the USA 
Springs, LLC project.) Gail didn’t 
flinch at the blatant intimidation 

efforts. The NWA never quit and 
eventually succeeded in defeating 
the water-for-profit project.

Gail went on to become a found-
ing member of the N.H. Commu-
nity Rights Network (NHCRN) 
with a mission to educate and em-
power every community about our 
collective power of local self-gover-
nance. She championed communi-
ty governing autonomy as a way to 
secure and protect the inherent and 
unalienable rights of all inhabitants 
of New Hampshire to econom-
ic, social and environmental jus-
tice, including the rights of nature. 
Through NHCRN, Gail worked 
to secure the larger goal of securing 
a right of community self-gover-
nance through a state constitutional 
amendment so as to level the playing 
field between community members 
and corporate actors seeking to ex-
ploit local residents and natural en-
vironments for profit.

“Our community of Nottingham, 
N.H. recently lost a mover and a 
shaker,” says Sandi Dow, another 
member of the NWA. “Gail Mills 
was a warm, witty and rather wise 
warrior actually. She cared deep-
ly about those things she devoted 
her time and attention to. With 
help from many other townspeo-
ple including her husband Chris, 
along with organizations such as 
the Community Environmental 
Legal Defense Fund and Save our 
Groundwater, Gail spear-head-
ed the 2008 effort to keep USA 
Springs, LLC from extracting and 
selling off the only water supply 
available to residents and surround-
ing communities.

“Gail led our Water Rights ini-
tiative that ended USA Spring’s 
dreams before a drop of water was 
lost,” continues Dow. “Eventually, 
the Town was able to take back the 
land. Now, with a new business park 
proposed for the site, I hope that the 
developer will be as good a steward 

of the land as Gail Mills was and 
that all of us will remember what an 
incredible gift she helped preserve 
for us all!”

You can read more about Gail’s 
legacy in Nottingham in the newly 
published NHCRN booklet, “How 
To Protect Your Community—En-
act Local Democracy Now!” The 
booklet can be received for a small 
donation of $5 by contacting the 
NHCRN, or it also available as a 
free download from the website at 
www.nhcommunityrights.org.

Michelle Sanborn (she)
NHCRN President
www.nhcommunityrights.org 
Alexandria, N.H.
Michelle,
It is sad, indeed, to learn of this loss, 

for Nottingham, for the State, and—
given the nature of inter-dependence, 
and the interdependence of nature—for 
the world.

The dogged defense of Nottingham’s 
water against USA Springs was in-
spiring even before it achieved its goal. 
Anyone who uses water—which is to 
say, all of us—should remember that it 
led to victory.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Slogans and Platitudes ≠ Progress
To the Editor:

Since the last Portsmouth city 
elections two years ago, a former 
mayor (no longer living in the city), 
and a cheerleader for developers 
have been waging a mean-spirited 
personalized campaign against the 
current city councilors. It is worth 
remembering that two years ago 
most of the previous councilors were 
rejected by the voters (which can 
happen), primarily because of their 
handling of the McIntyre project 
and their support for more develop-
ment in Portsmouth.

In my opinion, the current city 
council has done a good job han-
dling city affairs. While I did not 
agree with everything they did, they 
took office during a recession and a 

pandemic and managed to deal with 
both successfully. I am planning to 
vote for most of them, however, I be-
lieve it is always worthwhile to listen 
carefully to new candidates as well. 

I have noticed that many new 
candidates are identifying them-
selves more with slogans and plati-
tudes than actual practical solutions. 
That is why I would warn liber-
al-minded voters to listen carefully 
to them. Slogans such as: Change, 
Affordable Housing, Progress, Cli-
mate, Sustainability can be attractive 
bait for voters who aspire to those 
goals. And party affiliation, while 
useful, may not help with regard to 
local issues. Words are not enough. 
Candidates whether young or old 
need to be knowledgeable enough 
to have a practical plan that is within 
the city’s power to implement. 

For example, for some, more de-
velopment means affordable hous-
ing. This has clearly not happened. 
On the other hand, Portsmouth 
Housing Authority is to be com-
mended for housing five percent 
of our residents. Other candidates 
are convinced that eliminating sin-
gle-family zoning and changing the 
character of our neighborhoods will 
lead to reduced housing costs. For 
developers and real estate agents, 
these actions would be progress, but 
not for residents.

This also applies to the Police 
Commission and the School Board 
as well. Especially, during this past 
year, issues around police reform and 
vaccination issues have been critical, 
and we need to know how new can-
didates are thinking about them. 
Again, I happen to believe that our 
current incumbents have served our 
community well and I will vote for 
most of them 

Be a Smart Voter, ask for details.
Peter Somssich, Former Ports-

mouth Democratic Chair, State 
Representative, Ward 3- Ports-
mouth

Portsmouth N.H.
–=≈=–

“An honest God is the noblest work of 
man.”

– Robert G. Ingersoll 
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What Is the Common Good? — A Rant

Why Would We Let Wall Street “Care For” Our Pets?
by Jim Hightower

Question: What does a packet of 
M&M’s and your local veter-

inarian have in common? Answer: 
Both are owned by Mars Inc., the 
global candy monopolist.

Since the 1980s, we’ve seen mas-
sive consolidations in industry after 
industry—from airlines to news-
papers, the internet to candy. These 
monopolists run roughshod over 
consumers, workers, communities, 

suppliers, and our nation’s commit-
ment to the Common Good. And 
now the corporate attitude seems to 
be, “what the Hell, why not let mo-
nopolization go to the dogs?”

This change has been led by “pri-
vate equity groups.” They are cor-
porate-takeover sharks that borrow 
billions of dollars to buy out, plun-
der, then sell off the remnants of 
established businesses. They target 
enterprises that can be grabbed on 
the cheap but have assets like a loyal 

customer base. Then the sharks raise 
prices on those customers while cut-
ting staff and quality of service.

This has been happening to 
thousands of local vet practices and 
hospitals, which have quietly been 
plucked by Wall Street entities 
bearing non-descript acronyms like 
IVC, JAB, KKR, and VCA. At first 
locals don’t notice the takeover, be-
cause the corporate outfit not only 
buys your friendly “Dr. Barry Bones” 
vet service, they also buy the Doc’s 

name. As an IVC takeover consul-
tant confided: “People like to take 
their dog to local vets and not feel 
like it’s a corporate machine.”

But increasingly, it is. Solo practi-
tioners who became veterinarians to 
provide friendly, community-based 
service now must answer to bean 
counters at headquarters—and, 
foremost, they must serve profit 
over animals. Veterinary Center of 
America (VCA), for example, is one 
of the most aggressive monopoliz-

ers, controlling access to and prices 
charged by 1,000+ vet facilities in 43 
states. In 2017, VCA was taken over 
by Mars Inc.

One feisty group battling mon-
oplizers is the National Veterinary 
Professionals Union. Get info at 
natvup.org.

–=≈=–
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by Jean Stimmell

I take umbrage with Bret Stephens, 
a conservative columnist for the 

New York Times, for having the gall 
to tell me, a staunch liberal, what I 
believe. He praises paleoconserva-
tive Sohrab Ahmari’s new book, The 
Unbroken Thread for giving a “moral 
voice…against the values of elite lib-
eralism, above all its disdain for lim-
its, from moral taboos tor national 
borders.” ⁠1 

In the real world, when the right 
and the left fight over freedom ver-
sus limits, it’s not a clear-cut mat-
ter. As Max Boot recently wrote, 
conservatives are willing to accept 
substantial infringements on civil 
liberties to combat criminals and 
terrorists. Yet, they insist on drop-
ping our guard against a pandemic 
that has already killed over 600,0000 
Americans. In this case, it is liber-
als—following a long American 
tradition that started with George 
Washington—who want to limit 
freedom to save lives by mandating 
vaccinations and mask-wearing.⁠ 2

Certainly, liberals often have more 
elastic boundaries than conserva-
tives: We believe that individuals 
should have the freedom to deter-
mine their gender, whom they can 
love, and how. We don’t like abor-
tions but want the mother to have 
the freedom to decide rather than 

passing a law; we are in favor of 
rehabilitating folks who break the 
law, not punishing them for being 
sinners; we would like teachers to 
teach our children about our com-
plete history, warts and all, in order 
to do better in the future. We recog-
nize that some problems like nucle-
ar proliferation, climate change, and 
Covid-19 can not be solved within 
single nations and require interna-
tional cooperation. 

In other areas, we are adamant 
about enforcing stricter limits than 
conservatives. We are more con-
servative than conservatives about 
not rushing into making humans 
guinea pigs to genetically modified 
food, nuclear power plants, pharma-
ceutical products, and toxic waste 
dumped into the environment. We 
favor conserving our natural re-
sources and protecting the diversity 
of all life forms on earth. We favor 
guns for hunting and target shoot-
ing but would ban assault rifles with 
large clips, which facilitate the un-
hinged in committing mass murder. 
We favor zoning laws for reasons of 
health and safety. 

Many decisions are difficult, 
finding the sweet spot between too 
much regulation and not enough. 
The underlying goal is not freedom 
at all costs but what promotes the 
common good. Achieving the right 
balance requires a willingness to 

come together in good conscience 
to negotiate a solution we can all live 
with.

In a manifesto that Ahmari wrote 
in 2019, he asserted that the new 
right’s greatest priority was “to re-
sist efforts by liberals…to oppose 
the desire voters are expressing for a 
politics of the common good.”⁠ 3 On 
this point, I agree with him: voters 
are clamoring for a “politics of the 
common good.” 

Poll after poll shows a substantial 
majority of voters across party lines 
view clean water, a quality public ed-
ucation, adequate food, and housing 
as fundamental human rights that 
the federal government should se-
cure. More than 7 in 10 voters across 
party lines support guaranteed sick 
days, paid family and medical leave, 
and increased assistance for low-in-
come people.

Further proof comes from polls 
that consistently show the “happiest 
people in the world” live in countries 
like Finland and Denmark, where 
citizens are guaranteed these human 
rights. President Biden is now work-
ing with Congress to extend more 
of these rights to all Americans. Yet 
conservatives oppose this common 
good. 

Another aspect of conservative 
thinking has a religious component 
that goes back to the birth of our na-
tion, based on the Calvinist notion 

that hard work is a sign an individual 
will achieve eternal salvation; mean-
while, those less industrious go to 
hell. Some conservatives still use 
this as a cudgel to deny aid to the 
poor and needy, claiming they don’t 
deserve it.

One offshoot of this doctrine 
was made popular in the 1800s by 
Russell Conwell, a Baptist minister, 
who equated poverty with sin and 
claimed that anyone could become 
rich through hard work alone, with-
out the need of divine intervention. 
This notion became known as Mus-
cular Christianity.

Speaking of Muscular Christi-
anity, a recent book, Jesus and Johne 
Wayne, now on the bestseller list, ex-
plores why evangelicals were drawn 
to our former president. The author 
argues that their support is not a 
shocking aberration but a “culmina-
tion of evangelicals’ long-standing 
embrace of militant masculinity, 
presenting the man as protector and 
warrior.” 4

All of the above makes me ques-
tion Bret Stephens’s assertion that it 
is the liberals who have rejected all 
limits and moral taboos. Instead, to 
my way of thinking, it is this new 
breed of conservatives who have 
abandoned long-standing, conser-
vative doctrine around reason, tradi-
tion, and moral principles. Perhaps, 
as Timothy Snyder has written in 
the New York Times, “when conser-
vatives give up on truth, they con-
cede power to those with the wealth 
and charisma to create spectacle in 
its place. 5

People like our former president.
–=≈=–

1 https://www.nytimes.
com/2021/08/03/opinion/
what-should-conservatives-conserve.
html

2 https://www.washingtonpost.
com/opinions/2021/08/10/vaccina-
tion-mandates-are-american-ap-
ple-pie/

3 https://www.nytimes.
com/2021/05/20/books/review/
the-unbroken-thread-sohrab-ahmari.
html

4 https://www.washington-
post.com/religion/2021/07/16/
jesus-and-john-wayne-evangeli-
cals-surprise-bestseller/

5 https://www.nytimes.
com/2021/01/09/magazine/trump-
coup.html
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2012—George W.[MD] Bush speaks 
at a Houston fundraiser for troops 
wounded following his orders. His 
fee: $100,000.
2008—America’s markets outper-
form the rest of the world, having lost 
only 3.5% of their value in one day.
2001—The U.S. House passes the 
PATRIOT Act without reading it.
1983—U.S. military aircraft, using 
old maps, bomb Richmond Hill In-
sane Asylum in Grenada, killing 16.
1962—Soviet ships reach the U.S. 
quarantine line off Cuba. They don’t 
cross it, so we don’t nuke the USSR. A 
Soviet satellite explodes the same day. 
NORAD suspects an ICBM attack; 
but, again, nobody pushes The Button.
1960—One wrongly-set switch at 
the Baikonur Cosmodrome prema-
turely ignites the second stage of a 
Soviet R-16 ICBM; 100 die.
1947—A badly-designed heater sets 
a DC-6 on fire near Bryce Canyon, 
Utah. Passengers and crew jettison 
baggage to no avail; 52 perish.
1930—The Washington Post reports 
on the ten-year career of George “The 
Man in the Green Hat” Cassady, who 
bootlegged out of House and Senate 
office buildings. 
1929—The irrational exuberance of 
the 1920’s stock market undergoes a 
correction on “Black Thursday.”
1901—General “Hell-Roaring Jake” 
Smith tells Marines at Samar, “burn 
and kill; the more you burn and kill, 
the better it will please me.”

2001—Sen. Russ Feingold votes 
“nay” on the “PATRIOT” Act.
1983—U.S. troops protect us (and 
distract from the loss of 241 Marines 
in Beirut) by invading Grenada.
1978—In response to GOP malfea-
sance, FISA is enacted—thereby en-
abling future GOP malfeasance.
1973—Henry Kissinger, Alexander 
Haig, and other unelected officials 
raise America’s military readiness 
level to DEF CON 3 as Nixon sleeps.
1962—Nuclear-armed jets scramble 
from Duluth AFB because a guard, 
thinking it’s an infiltrator, has shot a 
bear climbing a fence.
1960—Martin Luther King, Jr. gets 
four months at hard labor in Decatur, 
Ga. on old traffic charges.
1944—A Japanese armada surprises 
“Taffy 3”—a far smaller U.S. Navy 
task force—off Samar Island in Leyte 
Gulf. Taffy 3’s ferocious counterattack 
tips the strategic balance in the Pacific.
1944—U.S.S. Tang, captained by 
Dover, N.H.’s Richard H. O’Kane, is 
sunk by its own malfunctioning torpe-
do; 74 crewmen perish, 9 survive the 
sinking and a Japanese prison camp.
1920—Greece’s King Alexander of 
Greece dies, bitten by his pet monkey.
1917—Bolsheviks take over the Win-
ter Palace and Petrograd in general.
1854—A handful of inept, confused 
British aristocrats send 664 cavalry-
men charging into Russian cannon 
fire at Balaclava. Half of them end up 
killed, captured, or wounded.

2016—Bloomberg reports that Fred-
erick Trump, Donald’s grandpa, once 
ran a brothel in British Columbia.
2010—Arizona kills Jeffrey Landrig-
an, using drugs imported illegally.
2003—Iraqi resistance fighters nearly 
get Deputy Defence Secretary Paul 
Wolfowitz with a rocket in Baghdad.
1972—Four years after helping to 
scuttle peace talks and get Richard 
Nixon elected, Henry Kissinger an-
nounces that “Peace is at hand.”
1971—Governor Reagan, calling the 
White House, refers to “those mon-
keys from those African countries…
damn them, they’re still uncomfort-
able wearing shoes,” which President 
Nixon finds hilarious.
1966—Aboard the carrier U.S.S. 
Oriskany off Vietnam, a sailor throws 
an accidentally-ignited flare into a 
locker full of warheads. Explosions 
ensue, 44 die and 156 are injured. 
1962—As air strikes loom, Kennedy 
gets a telegram from Khrushchev of-
fering to swap Soviet missiles in Cuba 
for U.S. missiles in Turkey.
1924—Standard Oil’s brand new 
leaded gas plant in New Jersey claims 
the first of five fatalities in one week.
1917—Allies gain a few hundred 
yards of mud at Passchendaele at the 
cost of 12,000 casualties.
1881—The Clanton brothers shoot it 
out with the alleged law at the O.K. 
Corral in Tombstone, Arizona. 
1825—Having killed 1,000 workers, 
the Erie Canal opens for business.

2004—The Red Sox take their first 
Series since 1918 from the Cards.
1972—Richard Nixon pocket vetoes 
a bill to raise the veterans’ health care 
budget by $85 million.
1969—To convince the Soviets he’s 
dangerously unstable, Richard Nixon 
secretly orders eighteen B-52s armed 
with H-bombs to spend the next three 
days flying around the North Pole.
1967—Rev. Philip Berrigan and three 
friends pour duck blood on draft re-
cords in Baltimore, Md. 
1965—“We must never forget,” says 
Richard Nixon, “that if the war in 
Vietnam is lost…the right of free 
speech will be extinguished through-
out the world.”
1962—ICBMs go on alert in Mon-
tana as Cubans shoot down one U-2 
and another strays over the USSR. 
Meanwhile, aboard Soviet sub B-59 
near Cuba, Vice Admiral Vasili 
Arkhipov single-handedly prevents 
the launch of a nuclear torpedo. For-
tunately Bobby Kennedy cuts a deal 
with Soviet Ambassador Dobrynin 
before the wrong button gets pushed.
1951—“There is no question,” says 
Army Chief of Staff J.L Collins, “that 
the Communist menace in French In-
do-China has been stopped.”
1942—Already excommunicated by 
the local Mormon Church after his 
arrest for writing and distributing 
pamphlets calling Hitler supporters 
“spineless puppets,” Helmuth Hüben-
er, 17, is guillotined in Berlin.

2016—Disregarding advice from 
Justice Dept. lawyers, Director James 
Comey announces that the FBI has 
re-opened its investigation of the 
Democratic Presidential candidate 10 
days before the election.
2015—A $2.7 billion Spy Blimp® 
drifts from Maryland into Pennsylva-
nia, dragging a mile-long tether which 
knocks out power for 20,000.
2003—Iraq is “a little tougher that I 
thought it was going to be,” says Sen. 
Trent Lott [R-Miss.], but “if we have 
to, we just mow the whole place down 
[and] see what happens.”
1989—Congress passes a new, im-
proved Flag Protection Act; 227 days 
later it’s struck down by the Court.
1980—With help from a stolen brief-
ing book given to him by an ex-CIA 
boss, Reagan “out-debates” Carter.
1962—JFK and Khrushchev agree: 
Soviet nuclear missiles out of Cuba, 
U.S. nuclear missiles out of Turkey. 
Two years later, they’re gone, too.
1922—“Sent by divine providence,” 
according to Pope Pius XI, Benito 
Mussolini takes over in Rome.
1918—Influenza-mask refusenik 
James Wisser is shot by San Francisco 
health officer H.D. Miller.
1906—Ivy Lee issues the world’s first 
press release. It deflects blame from 
the Pennsylvania Railroad for the 
deaths of 50 passengers.
1793—Whitney patents the cotton 
gin. It revives southern chattel slavery 
and brings wage slavery to the North.

2004—Osama bin Laden explains: 
9/11 was retaliation for the U.S. back-
ing Israel’s 1982 invasion of Lebanon.
1984—New York City policemen kill 
African American Eleanor Bumpurs, 
66, with two rounds from a 12 gauge. 
She was behind in her rent.
1981—A British Parliamentarian 
asks Maggie Thatcher whether Euro-
pean governments were “free to veto 
[a] push on the final button by that 
incoherent cretin President Reagan?”
1979—On Wall Street, 1,000 people 
are arrested for disrupting business on 
the 50th Anniversary of the Crash.
1969—Chicago 8 defendant Bobby 
Seale is gagged and bound to a chair.
1969—ARPANET goes live—two 
computers communicate for the first 
time—10,166 days later, SKYNET 
becomes self-aware.
1969—The last train rolls through Pe-
terborough, N.H.: a runaway freight 
going 60 mph. It stops when it hits the 
School District office on Main St.
1958—A radioactive cloud drifts over 
Los Angeles after the explosion of an 
A-bomb in Nevada.
1940—First U.S. peacetime draft.
1929—“Black Tuesday”—16 million 
shares sell on Wall Street, at ever de-
clining prices; $26 billion evaporates.
1827—Congressional Representa-
tive Henry W. Conway [D–Ark.] 
is mortally wounded in a duel with 
Acting Governor Robert Crittenden, 
co-founder of the Rose Law Firm, 
future employer of Hillary Rodham.

2017—President Trump’s ex-cam-
paign manager Paul Manafort and his 
associate Rick Gates are arrested on a 
slew of charges by the FBI.
2012—For the first time since the Ice 
Age, public access to the sea at Sand-
ers Poynt in Rye is cut off by would-be 
Senator Bill Binnie.
2005—Pastor Kyle Lake, 33, stand-
ing in water to perform a baptism be-
fore 800 people at a Waco, Texas Bap-
tist church, reaches for a microphone 
and is electrocuted.
1995—Quebec nearly votes to secede.
1990—For the first time since the Ice 
Age, England and Europe are con-
nected; this time by chunnel.
1970—California Governor Ronald 
Reagan’s education advisor says, “We 
are in danger of producing an educated 
proletariat. That’s dynamite! We have 
to be selective about who we allow to 
go through higher education.”
1967—Martin Luther King, Jr. is ar-
rested in Birmingham, Ala.
1961—The Soviet Union air-drops a 
58-megaton H-bomb: the largest ex-
plosion in human history.
1950—Puerto Rican Nationalists be-
gin a rebellion against U.S. rule.
1948—Smog deaths in Donora, Pa. 
reach 20, and 6,000 are sick.
1938—CBS Radio broadcasts “War 
of the Worlds.” Irresponsible newspa-
pers spin a few isolated overreactions 
into a mythical national panic.
1831—Rebel slave leader Nat Turner 
is arrested in Virginia.

2016—Chris Sununu claims Dem-
ocrats bus voters in from Mass. He’s 
lying, but D. Trump adopts the line.
1973—Ex-Veep Spiro Agnew pays a 
$10,000 fine for not paying taxes on 
the bribes he took in office.
1967—Gov. Ronald Reagan denies a 
“homosexual ring” is operating out of 
his office in Sacramento.
1963—“I can safely say,” says Gen. 
Paul Harkin, U.S. commander in 
South Vietnam, “that the end of the 
war is in sight.”
1941—The destroyer U.S.S. Reuben 
James is sunk by a U-Boat while on 
convoy duty on the North Atlantic.
1939—FDR moves the date of 
Thanksgiving ahead by one week to 
boost Christmas retail sales.
1938—Convicted murderer John 
Deering’s heart rate is monitored by an 
EKG as he’s executed by a Utah firing 
squad: 180 beats per minute.
1918—In a single week, Spanish Flu 
kills 21,000 Americans.
1893—The World’s Columbian Ex-
position in Chicago closes; Daniel 
Fowle’s printing press, which had been 
on display, is seen no more.
1885—A new Capitol guard in Stat-
uary Hall fires his revolver at ghostly 
moans. He misses a prank-playing 
colleague, but leaves scars on the walls.
1765—The New Hampshire Gazette is 
printed “in mourning” for lost liberty, 
in protest of the Stamp Act, to take 
effect the following day.
1517—Martin Luther does his thing.

2001—George W.[MD] Bush signs 
an Executive Order conveniently 
hiding his father’s misdeeds as Veep.
1981—“[T]elevision is just another 
appliance—it’s a toaster with pic-
tures,” says FCC Chair Mark Fowler.
1972—The Piscataqua Bridge opens.
1968—At My Tho, two limpet mines 
kill 26 aboard the U.S.S. Westchester 
County—the Navy’s deadliest single 
incident of the Vietnam War.
1966—Lyndon Johnson, lying, tells 
U.S. troops in Korea that his great-
great grandaddy died at the Alamo.
1963—Generals in Saigon lay seige 
to the Presidential Palace—with U.S. 
government approval, of course.
1955—Angry with his mother, who 
left him in an orphanage, Jack Gra-
ham kills her and 43 other people. 
He’s only charged for her murder since 
it’s not yet illegal to blow up airliners.
1951—Six thousand soldiers are ex-
posed to an A-bomb explosion in Ne-
vada “for training purposes.”
1950—Two Puerto Rican National-
ists attack Blair House, trying to as-
sassinate Harry S Truman; two Secret 
Service agents die, two are wounded.
1949—On live TV, Sen. Edwin John-
son [D-Colo.] blurts out “…here’s the 
thing that is top secret. Our scien-
tists…have been trying to make what 
is known as a superbomb.” The leak 
forces Truman to OK an H-bomb.
1918—A scab motorman causes the 
Malbone Tunnel disaster in New 
York City; 97 die, 255 are injured.

2005—The Washington Post reveals 
that the CIA is protecting democracy 
by running a secret gulag.
2004—Warren Co., Ohio officials 
say a “terrorist threat” is why they’re 
counting votes behind locked doors.
2002—“We know he [Saddam Hus-
sein] has chemical weapons,” says 
George W.[MD] Bush. (He doesn’t.)
2001—“A month into the war on Af-
ghanistan, the hand-wringing has al-
ready begun over how long this might 
last,” writes the N.Y. Times’s Thomas 
L. Friedman. “Give war a chance.”
2000—TV in Maine reveals George 
W.[MD] Bush’s 1976 DUI bust.
1972—The Seafarers International 
Union [SIU] gives $100K to Nixon’s 
campaign. The Justice Dept. drops an 
indictment of the SIU for making ille-
gal campaign contributions.
1967—Pres. Johnson and his “Wise 
Men” decide what the Vietnam War 
needs is more upbeat coverage.
1965—Norman Morrison, a Quaker, 
31, immolates himself below Robert 
McNamara’s Pentagon window.
1963—The U.S.-ordered coup in 
Vietnam goes awry: a major and a cap-
tain assassinate President Ngo Dinh 
Diem and his brother Ngo Din Nhu.
1929—“The Wall Street crash,” says 
Business Week, “doesn’t mean that 
there will be any general or serious 
business depression.”
1920—Socialist Eugene V. Debs gets 
913,693 votes for President, despite 
being in prison for sedition.

1998—Charlotte Burks [D] is elected 
to succeed her late husband, Tennes-
see Senator Tommy Burks. Without 
campaigning, she gets 95 percent of 
the votes cast. Byron Low Tax Loop-
er, a Republican who murdered Burks 
two weeks earlier, gets five percent. 
1986—A Lebanese newspaper reveals 
that the U.S. has been selling arms to 
the Ayatollah’s regime in Iran.
1979—Communists are fired on by 
Klansmen and Nazis in Greensboro, 
N.C.. Five die and 11 are wounded, 
but three trials yield no convictions.
1969—In a speech which proves to be 
fatally effective, Richard Nixon con-
jures up his “Silent Majority.”
1964—Lyndon Johnson is elected as 
the peace candidate.
1956—Israeli Defence Forces kill 275 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip.
1948—“Dewey Defeats Truman,” ac-
cording to the Chicago Tribune.
1903—Backed by Pres. Roosevelt, 
Panama cecedes from Colombia. Co-
incidentally, the New Panama Canal 
Company gives $60K to the GOP.
1874—Election Day in Eufala, Ala.: 
The White League murders seven 
Black Republicans, wounds 70 more, 
and says the Democrats won.
1848—In Revere, Mass, a train full 
of Whigs collides with a train full of 
Democrats; six die and 40 are injured.
1755—Mass. sets bounties for Indian 
scalps, ranging from £50 for male Pe-
nobscots over 12 years old, to £20 for 
female Indians under 12.

2016—“Calm down,” reads the head-
line over a Washington Post column, 
“We’ll be fine no matter who wins.”
1979—Militant Shi’ite Muslims take 
66 Americans hostage in Teheran, 
dooming the Carter administration.
1975—A neocon cabal reshuffles 
the Ford cabinet for him. Rumsfeld, 
Cheney, and Bush take over.
1964—Lenny Bruce is found guilty of 
obscenity in New York City.
1960—In Dallas, a vicious “Mink 
Coat Mob” angrily confronts Lyndon 
and Lady Bird Johnson. Revulsion at 
its tactics cost Nixon Texas.
1958—A U.S. B-47 bomber carrying 
nukes crashes near Abilene, Texas. 
High explosives detonate. Nuclear 
materials are recovered later.
1955—CIA HQ responds to Caracas 
Station re: report that Adolf Hitler has 
been seen in Argentina—“we suggest 
that this matter be dropped.”
1952—Univac I gives CBS a nearly 
dead-on prediction: Eisenhower 438, 
Stevenson 93. The network doesn’t air 
it because it contradicts the polls.
1928—Asked who shot him, the dy-
ing gangster Arnold Rothstein tells 
police, “My mudder did it.”
1924—Wyoming elects Nellie Rayloe 
Ross, the U.S.’s 1st female Governor.
1798—Vermont elects Matthew 
Lyon, in jail for sedition, to Congress.
1791—Native Americans destroy one 
quarter of the U.S. Army in the Battle 
of the Wabash—896 of 1,000 soldiers 
are killed, wounded, or captured.

2004—Report: Bush got 3,893 votes 
in one Franklin Co., Ohio district, 
where only 638 ballots were cast.
1986—’Nam vet Ron McIntosh hi-
jacks a helicopter and uses it to free his 
girlfriend from the Federal prison he 
escaped six days earlier.
1974—In New Hampshire, Louis C. 
Wyman gets 355 more votes than John 
Durkin. It ain’t over yet, though; 317 
days later, Durkin’s a Senator.
1968—George Wallace wins five 
states in the deep South.
1964—A loaded KC-97 crashes on 
takeoff at Pease: five crewmen die.
1949—Deranged WW II veteran 
and daily churchgoer Howard Unruh 
(1921—2009) shoots 16 people, kill-
ing 13, in Camden, N.J.
1935—After cheaply buying the 
rights to an anti-capitalist game, 
Parker Brothers goes to market with a 
cut-throat version, Monopoly.
1930—Thinking it’s a hoax, Nobel 
winner Sinclair Lewis imitates his 
Swedish caller’s accent.
1916—Vigilantes fire on IWW 
members in Everett, Wash. They kill 
two of their own and five Wobblies.
1872—Susan B. Anthony and 14 
less-notorious women vote in Roch-
ester, N.Y. Nine days later, only An-
thony is arrested.
1855—Birth of Eugene V. Debs.
1765—Two Boston gangs forego their 
usual Guy Fawkes Day ruckus and 
join up to demonstrate against the 
Stamp Act.

2018—Nevada’s 36th district elects 
brothel-owner Dennis Hoff to the 
State Assembly by a huge margin. 
He’s been dead for three weeks.
2016—FBI Director James Comey 
says never mind about those emails.
2012—Trump tweets, “The electoral 
college is a disaster for a democracy.”
2000—Saddam Hussein stops ac-
cepting dollars for oil, thus under-
mining U.S. hegemony and possibly 
shortening his own life.
1998—Newt Gingrich says he’s re-
signing as Speaker of the House be-
cause he’s “not willing to preside over 
people who are cannibals.”
1984—Reagan defeats Mondale—it’s 
mourning in America.
1977—A dam owned and modified 
by the Toccoa Falls Bible Institute in 
Georgia fails, killing 39 people.
1971—The AEC detonates a 5-mega-
ton nuke—the largest ever exploded 
in the U.S.—one mile below Amchit-
ka Island, 87 miles from a Soviet naval 
base in Siberia.
1965—In Times Square, five men 
burn their draft cards, the first such 
protest of the Vietnam War.
1944—The Zionist Stern Gang as-
sassinates Britain’s Lord Moyne in 
Cairo. Israel honors the assassins with 
a stamp in 1982.
1917—After three months of fighting 
in mud, Canadians take Passchen-
daele, ending the Third Battle of 
Ypres; Allies gain five miles at a cost of 
250,000 casualties.

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

Tuesday, October 26Monday, October 25Sunday, October 24 Wednesday, October 27 Thursday, October 28 Friday, October 29 Saturday, October 30

Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
3 Hale Street   j   (603) 742-1737 

“Where would we be 
without salt?”

James Beard (1903-1985)

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011
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Madore 
Electric

Residential & Commercial  
Wiring Service 

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
603.373.8401

French Pastry - Bistro - Wine Bar
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