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The Fortnightly Rant

It’s Time Capsule Time

onsidering the circumstances,

we have decided to craft this
Rant as a time capsule, intended
to give readers in the distant future
a fuller sense of how the world in
which they live came to be created.

That may seem an excessively
hubristic undertaking, even for this
boastful age. On the other hand,
perhaps there is no need to apolo-
gize. We are, after all, the Nation's
Oldest Newspaper.™ That unique
characteristic doesn’t just invite, it
requires us to imagine the otherwise
unlikely survival of this flimsy bit of
newsprint.

Let us travel, then, into the fu-
ture: here we are, face to face with. ..
dwindling bands of Homo sapi-
ens, gasping for breathable air and
scrounging for food after the big
bee die-off, hoping the locusts will
return so they can get a square meal.

Oops—went too far. Let’s dial it
back a few decades. There—that’s
better.

Our old friend Charlie still sur-
vives on sandwiches from the Scol-
lay Square station. Now; though, he’s
wearing scuba gear.

'The adolescent hunger for risk re-
mains. It just takes new forms in this
new environment. Dirt-surfing on
landslides has become an Olympic
sport.

Economic inequality also per-
sists, so the Manchin Family has
prospered. Wise investments made
by the patriarch—wise for his clan,
anyway, if you take the narrow fiscal
view and overlook widespread dis-
approbation—created the opportu-
nity for his myriad descendants to
own and operate an entire league of
Hunger Game franchises. Moun-
taintops flattened for coal removal
provided perfect venues.

No wonder we felt apologetic as
we imagined future generations.
There’s little we could offer them

that’s of any use—other than an
honest account of how we came to
kill them off.

Hmmm...that thought leads to
another: traveling back in time must
be impossible. Otherwise there
would have been a spike in homi-
cides among fossil fuel CEOs back
in the 1980s.

Would they have been justifiable,
or not? We'll leave that for an imag-
inary jury to decide.

If anyone’s going to do anything to
stave off an unlivable future, theyd
best get cracking. Historically, re-
cords for high temperatures have
been surpassed by small margins—
one or two degrees. The recent heat
dome in the Pacific Northwest shat-
tered previous records by as much as
nine degrees—and that’s just one
freakish example. Rivers and reser-
voirs across the west are drying up.
Wildfires are spreading like. ..wild-
fires—only more so than ever before.

For decades, climatologists have
refused to attribute any individual
incidences of our increasingly weird
weather to anthropogenic climate
change. Now; after that heat dome
killed nearly 200 people, they are, to
use a technical term, freaking out.

'The old inhibitions against linking
extreme weather to global warming
have been swept away—along with
the district of Ahrweiler, Germany.

A recent study in the journal
Nature Climate Change found that
heatwaves breaking old records
by huge margins are “two to seven
times more likely in the next three
decades and three to 21 times more
likely from 2051-2080, unless car-
bon emissions are immediately
slashed.”

OK—*Slash Carbon Emissions
Immediately” is now on the to-do
list...what—it’s not that simple?

According to widely accepted
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dogma, the U.S.A. proudly leads the
allegedly free world. To whatever
extent that that is true, then, wherev-
er the world ends up, we are to some
degree responsible. Hold on—our
BS detector just went off with a
deafening clang. Get us re-write....

To whatever extent the U.S.A. ac-
tually does lead the free world, we
may properly be held responsible—
by anyone who can find the power to
do so. Good luck on that score.

There can be no question that
we led the world down the asphalt
path to automobile dependency. The
Powell Doctrine expired, though,
during the second term of George
W.[MD] Bush. Yes, we, with our fe-
tish for internal combustion engines,
have done more than any other na-
tion to break the atmosphere—just
don't expect us to pay for it.

Who's gonna make us? The Inter-
national Court in the Hague? Good
luck getting the U.S.A. to submit to
its jurisdiction.

Centuries ahead of his time,

Thomas Jefferson feared he knew
the answer: “I tremble for my coun-
try when I reflect that God is just.”

Maybe God is just—but is he on
the job? We see no sign of that.

Our last best hope would seem to
be citizens standing up for their in-
alienable right to life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. Unfortunately
those rights seem no more accessible
than God.

Nobody in Tillamook voted for
an outdoor clambake that left a bil-
lion mussels cooked in their shells.

Nobody in Portsmouth voted
to import smoke from the Pacif-
ic Northwest, turning our sunsets
a greasy orange and making every
breath unhealthy.

Nobody can explain why policies
that are overwhelmingly popular
with ordinary people can't get passed
in Congress, either.

Winston Churchill said Russia
was a riddle, wrapped in a mystery,
inside an enigma. Disassembling the

matryoshka that is the U.S.A, we find
a grift, wrapped in a Noh play, per-
formed at a shopping mall.

A poll taken in June showed that
68 percent of New Hampshire vot-
ers support transitioning to a 100
percent clean energy grid by by
2035. Sixty-two percent support the
American Jobs Plan investments in
clean energy jobs. As with slash-
ing carbon emissions immediate-
ly, though, just try and make these
things happen.

No, far be it from those of us who
see a bad end coming fast to risk
offending right wing snowflakes by
pushing too hard.

No, better to stay on Joe Man-
chin’s good side by protecting the
filibuster and whatever’s left of the
coal industry.

Allin all, things look bleak for fu-
ture generations—and not that great
for the rest of us today.

We're all going down for the stu-
pidest reasons—but at least we're
trying not to offend anyone.

The Alleged News®

The Grand Inquisitor’s Mistress

O n July 12th, Judi Hershman
posted an extraordinary 2,600~

word document on Medium. In it,
the self-described “former profes-
sional partisan” laments what she
accurately calls, “our country’s big-
gest existential crisis since the Civil
War.” It has come about, she writes,
because “too many people like me
stuck our heads in the sand, swal-
lowed our doubts, [and] let the un-
acceptable slide, [having] convinced
ourselves it was in the interest of the
greater good....”

Hershman attained this perspec-
tive, she says, through a long and
close association with one of the
most influential unelected figures
in the Republican power structure.
‘That emminent personage was Ken-
neth Starr: Grand Inquisitor during
the Clinton impeachment, arranger

of the infamous Jeftrey Epstein plea

deal, mentor to Associate Justice
Brett Kavanaugh, and an aspirant
himself to the Supreme Court.

Hershman wrote that for about
a year, beginning in 2009, she and
Starr—who were both then mar-
ried—conducted an adulterous af-
fair.

More than a fortnight has now
passed, and Starr has yet to confirm
or deny Hershmar's account.

Absence of a denial doesn't prove
Hershman’s story, of course. The
story about LBJ, an aide, a rumor,
an animal, and the punchline, “Of
course it ain't true, but I want to
make the son-of-a-bitch deny it”
must be borne in mind. But still....

More perplexing is the media
silence. There was a time—and an
annoying time it was—when the
corporate media seemed to be serv-
ing up Kenneth Starr’s name on an

hourly basis.

Now, when there’s something
the public really should know about
him, it’s crickets.

Since his name has come up,
here’s more on Kavanaugh, Starr’s
mentee....

Progressives Demand Probe
After Revelations About
FBI Investigation of Kavanaugh
by Jessica Corbett, Common Dreams

Rights groups and other pro-
gressives are demanding a probe of
the FBI’s rushed and limited 2018
background investigation into U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Brett Ka-
vanaugh after seven Democratic
senators on Thursday revealed new
details about the Bureau’s actions.

Kavanaugh was nominated to the
court by former President Donald
Trump and narrowly confirmed by

GOP senators in October 2018,
despite allegations of sexual assault,
which Kavanaugh has denied. A
newly released letter to lawmakers
from the FBI sheds light on—but
also raises more questions about—
how the Bureau handled its investi-
gation of those allegations.

In August 2019, Sens. Sheldon
Whitehouse (D-R.I.) and Chris
Coons (D-Del.) sent a letter asking
FBI Director Christopher Wray to
provide a full picture of the Bureau’s
2018 supplemental background in-
vestigation of Kavanaugh. On June
30, 2021, they finally received a re-
sponse from Jill C. Tyson, an FBI
assistant director.

"The FBIs letter, which the sena-
tors made public, says in part that:

“Justice Kavanaugh’s nomination
was the first time that the FBI set
up a tip line for a nominee under-

going Senate confirmation. It was
established at the direction of the
FBI’s Security Division to centralize
and manage incoming information
related to the nomination. The FBI
received over 4,500 tips, including
phone calls and electronic submis-
sions. The Security Division section
handling the BI and supplemental
background investigations provid-
ed all relevant tips to the Office of
White House Counsel (as the re-
questing entity).”

In ajoint statement Thursday, July
22nd, Whitehouse and Coons, along
with Sens. Dick Durbin (D-II1.),
Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), Richard
Blumenthal (D-Conn.), Mazie Hi-
rono (D-Hawaii), and Cory Booker
(D-N.J.), revealed they sent Wray

The Alleged News®
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another letter Wednesday evening
to request more information.

“The admissions in your letter
corroborate and explain numerous
credible accounts by individuals and
firms that they had contacted the
FBI with information ‘highly rele-
vant to... allegations’ of sexual mis-
conduct by Justice Kavanaugh, only
to be ignored,” the senators wrote.
“If the FBI was not authorized to or
did not follow up on any of the tips
that it received from the tip line, it is
difficult to understand the point of
having a tip line at all.”

Whitehouse was more blunt in
remarks to The New York Times,
suggesting that the FBI ran a “fake
tip line that never got properly re-
viewed, that was presumably not
even conducted in good faith.”

Progressive activists and advocacy
organizations were similarly critical
and demanded action from Con-
gress and the U.S. Department of
Justice.

“Three years ago, our nation
watched as Dr. Christine Blasey
Ford and Deborah Ramirez shared
their painful stories with the world
about Brett Kavanaugh’s abusive

behavior. Today, we learn that our
institutions failed them both,” said
Shaunna Thomas, executive director
of the national gender justice group
UltraViolet.

Thomas called the recent reve-
lations “deeply troubling” and said
that “the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee should hold a public hearing on
the handling of the investigation by
the FBI and interference from the
White House Counsel and release
those findings publicly.”

“We owe it to survivors to ensure
that they have systems of justice that
treat their accusations seriously—
and the failure to do so in this case is
not only a betrayal of these survivors’
trust, but of our nation’s justice sys-
tem as a whole,” she said.

Wade Henderson, interim pres-
ident and CEO of the Leadership
Conference on Civil and Human
Rights, similarly recalled witnessing
“Incredible courage as Dr. Christine
Blasey Ford shared her truth with
the world.”

Henderson continued:

“Today’s revelations confirm and
make more dire what we knew at the
time—the allegations by Dr. Blasey
Ford and Debbie Ramirez against
Brett Kavanaugh were grossly mis-

handled. The Trump White House
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We hate to be alarmists—uwell, we hate to be perceived as alarmists—obut

we feel it’s our duty to warn the public that there may be a lion on the loose.

We can definitively state that there’s usually a second lion atop this set of

stone steps in front of the Rockingham——but it wasn’t there Monday.
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and Senate Republicans shamefully
stifled an investigation to rush the
process and guarantee their nominee
a seat on the Supreme Court. These
unconscionable actions undermine
the Senate’s constitutional role and
continue to cast a shadow on the in-
tegrity of the court.

“There are still numerous unan-
swered questions in the absence of a
full and comprehensive investigation
that should have taken place. We call
for a full investigation into the large
number of tips the FBI received
about Justice Kavanaugh, how this
process came to be, and who was in-
volved. There must be full account-
ability.”

Alliance for Justice president Nan
Aron concurred, noting that “we
have said since the beginning that
the FBI’s investigation during Jus-
tice Kavanaugh'’s confirmation pro-
cess was a sham designed to protect
his reputation instead of investigate
credible allegations of sexual assault
against him.”

Aron called for the Justice De-
partment to “immediately reopen its
investigation into the past behavior
of Justice Kavanaugh and determine

if he intentionally misled Congress
and the American public during his
confirmation hearings.”

She said the DQOJ should also
“conduct an expeditious review of
how this investigation was conduct-
ed and share the details with the
public.”

Applauding the senators who
continue to push for answers, Aron
added that “survivors deserve justice,
and the country deserves to know
the full truth of this situation, as well
as the lengths the Trump adminis-
tration was willing to go to cover up
the truth about Kavanaugh's behav-
ior and ensure his confirmation.”

Like Aron, Demand Justice
executive director Brian Fallon
highlighted his organization’s
long-standing critiques of Kava-
naugh’s elevation to the Supreme
Court and declared that “the public
deserves to know the truth about the
cover-up that took place in 2018 and
what the Trump administration may
have concealed.”

“Unlike in the fall of 2018, Dem-
ocrats now hold the gavels in both
the Senate and House,” Fallon not-
ed. “With so much credible evidence

that Kavanaugh committed perjury,
the relevant committees should be
mounting their own investigation
by directly interviewing the witness-
es the FBI never spoke to, collecting
the tips the Trump White House
tried to bury, and insisting on the
records from the National Archives
that were withheld in 2018.”

Ford’s attorneys, Debra S. Katz
and Lisa J. Banks, also responded
to the revelations in a statement.
'The FBIs letter, they said, “confirms
what we knew”—that the Bureau’s
investigation into Ford’s allegations
against Kavanaugh “was a sham and
a major institutional failure.”

“This never should have been an
ordinary background check,” Katz
and Banks continued, noting that
the FBI refused to interview Ford or
the corroborators listed in their letter
to the Bureau’s director.

“The FBI should have referred
the evidence it was receiving to the
Criminal Investigation Division.
FBI Director Wray must answer the
question as to why he failed to do
so,” the pair added. “Because the FBI
and Trump’s White House Counsel
hid the ball on this, we do not know
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Sometimes Old is Good
'The Fechheimer Building, one of the fin-

est examples of a cast-iron facade in Port-
land, Oregon, was built in 1885. Listed in
the National Register of Historic Places,
it was restored in 1981 by Russell Fellows
Properties, the principals of which enjoy a
subscription to this newspaper.
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how many of those 4,500 tips were
consequential, how many of those
tips supported Dr. Ford’s testimony,
or how many showed that Kavana-
ugh perjured himself during his tes-
timony before the Senate Judiciary
Committee. Our nation deserved
better.”

This work is licensed under Creative
Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 3.0).
Feelfree to republish and share widely.

Something To Not Look Forward To
Beginning at noon on January 3,
2023, when members of the 118th
Congress will be sworn in, New
Hampshire’s First District could be
represented by the youngest person
in Congress.

Karoline Leavitt will then be 25.
If elected she’ll also be one of the
half-dozen youngest members ever
to serve in the House of Represen-
tatives.

And she'll have one more distinc-
tion, not so easily quantified: she’ll
be among those Members whose
ties to reality are the most antago-

nistic.

'The Conway Daily Sun reported
July 20th on Leavitt’s first campaign
event, a gathering of about 50 peo-
ple at the Center Conway home of
Mount Washington Valley Repub-
lican Committee Chairman Steven
Steiner. Leavitt described working
in the White House as an assis-
tant press secretary under Kayleigh
McEnany:

“I was so blessed to spend many
amazing moments during the
COVID-19 pandemic when he was
briefing every day and fighting fake
news media to get you real informa-
tion, like the fact that hydroxychlo-
roquine works and the fact that, I
don't know, maybe COVID actually
did originate in the Wuhan Lab.”

Leavitt is a native of Atkinson, a
town in New Hampshire’s Second
Congressional District. According
to the Sun, she has been working for
Rep. Elise Stefanik [R-N.Y.], but
recently moved to Hampton.

Leavitt’s former boss Stefanik is
currently the youngest woman ever
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Monday morning fog obscures the Sarah Mildr

d Long Bridge. Our Wan-

dering Photographer obtained this image from a well-known vantage
point on Bow Street. Being the prudent sort, he refrained from ventur-
ing onto the deck at that location. A modest pergola once graced this deck.

That decorative element succumbed years ago to Newton’s second law of

thermodynamics. More recently the deck itself—originally capable of sup-
porting perhaps a dozen free-spending tourists—has been fenced off by a
tatty~looking stretch of perforated orange plastic netting adorned with a
sign saying, “UNSAFE DECK-NO TRESPASSING.” Eventually the
rotting remains of this public amenity too will crumble, to lie on the rocky
northern slope of this bluff above the river. Perhaps at that point the condo
owners will find a way to keep the riff-raff confined to the sidewalk.

elected to Congress; she was 30 in
2014. She was elected to chair the
House Republican Conference af-
ter Rep. Liz Cheney [RINO-Wy.]
was ousted for telling the truth. The
third most powerful Republican in
the House by virtue of that position,
she is also among those most reali-
ty-challenged. On Tuesday, she said,
“The American people deserve to
know the truth. That Nancy Pelosi
bears responsibility, as speaker of the
House, for the tragedy that occurred
on January 6th.”

Leavitt appears in a video clip
posted by William Tucker at Mis-
cellanyBlue, being interviewed by
famed Presidential Pardon recipient
Steve Bannon.

“Do you believe Donald Trump
won on the 3rd of November in
2020?” Bannon asks. “Did he actual-
ly win the vote for the Presidency in
your opinion?”

Leavitt replies, “Absolutely! The
Democratic machine took over our
election system months before Nov
3rd in the guise of pandemic precau-

tions, and they.. .there was chaos and
irregularities that occurred across the
country. That’s why I proudly stood
with Elise when she held the line
on January 6th and objected to the
electors.”

Leavitt may face Matt Mowers in
the GOP primary. Mowers, a former
aide to then-New Jersey Governor
Chris Christie during the Bridge-
gate scandal, lost to Chris Pappas in
2020. Since derangement is no lon-
ger a disqualification, Leavitt’s local
connections could put her ahead of a
blow-in with a losing record.

Then factor in the pending redis-
tricting process—which does not
bode well for Democrats, what with
the Republican trifecta in charge—
and this frightening possibility
could become our new reality...or
surreality.

No, George Carlin Did Not Say That
Hampton Selectwoman Regina
Barnes recently made the news by
posting a meme that was simulta-
neously racist, transphobic, and dis-

missive of legitimate public health
concerns. People have called for her
to resign; she has refused.

Without meaning to diminish
or dismiss the original complaint
about Barnes, we wish to raise an-
other. Her Instagram page includes
a meme in which George Carlin is
alleged to have said, “Political cor-
rectness is fascism pretending to be
manners.”

Barry Popick, an expert at track-
ing such things, wrote about this
line in 2014. Carlin’s name does not
come up, just various online person-
ages such as @Captn_Caveman.

Carlin is no longer here to defend
himself. We wish he was still around
for a lot of reasons. Now we have a
new one. We'd love to hear what hed
say about Regina Barnes.

(limate Catastrophe: The Local Angle
Just 23 days into the month, this
became New Hampshire’s rainiest
July ever. Six inches fell overnight
on southwestern New Hampshire

the weekend of the 17th and 18th.

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote
“Tenderness and kindness
are not signs of weakness and
despair, but manifestations of
strength and resolution.”
- Kahlil Gibran (1883-1931) writer, poet

North River Woodworks
Portsmouth, NH — (603) 682-4443

Local Craftsmanship

John@wordpraxis.com

“There are two ideas of government. There are those who
believe that, if you will only legislate to make the well-to-
do prosperous, their prosperity will leak through on those
below. The Democratic idea, however, has been that if you
legislate to make the masses prosperous, their prosperity will
find its way up through every class which rests upon them.”

- William Jennings Bryan, Democratic National Convention,

Chicago, Illinois, July 8, 1896

A prosperous fool is a grievous burden.”

— Not-So-Random Thoughts from an Oregon Subscriber

— Aeschylus
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A Constantly-Changing Selection
of
New & Used Books
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Hard Cover & Paperback

Your Coffee, Ice Cream, Children
&2 Pets Are All Welcome

Store Hours
Mon - Sat: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sun: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

32 Daniel St « (603) 431-2100

Herimace Trai
New HamesHire

Raising awareness of New Hampshires Black History
to build inclusive communities today

Give the Gift of History — Come Shop with Us!
Visit blackheritagetrailnh.org

Black Heritage Trail of New Hampshire

222 Court Street, Portsmouth NH 03801 | 603-570-8469

Senior Software Engineer

Senior Software Engineer with Liberty Mutual Technol-
ogy Group, Inc. located in Dover, NH. Analyze, devel-
op and/or significantly modify software, applications,
and programs from general requirements and specifi-
cations. Telecommuting permitted up to 50% To apply,
please visit https://jobs.libertymutualgroup.com/, se-
lect “Search Jobs,” enter job requisition #2021-38506
in the “Job ID or Keywords” field, and submit resume.
Alternatively, you may apply by submitting a resume
via e-mail to RecruitLM@LibertyMutual.com. Refer-
ence requisition number in subject of e-mail.
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No Affordable Housing, Please—
We're Nimbies
To the Editor;

Every town should file an “amicus
brief” supporting Francestown vs the
state’s unconstitutional “Housing Ap-
peals Board [HAB].”

‘The HAB has had a devastating ef-
fect on Francestown. They have ruled
in favor of a developer, overriding the
wishes of the people regarding Fran-
cestowns historical district.

'The HAB is made up of only three
very compromised individuals with
potentially serious conflicts of interest.
'The HAB has total control over any
board in your town and the right to
overturn any decision that has been
made in compliance with a town
meeting vote. This means a total loss of
local control when it comes to having
a say in the way you want your town
to develop.

'The mistake that “social justice war-
riors” make when they seek to have the
“state” overturn local rules is thinking
the town is imposing zoning and plan-
ning laws when it’s the people who
voted for those laws. This is the pur-
est form of democracy—the popular
vote—and governance that is closest
to the people. It should be respected.

Ask your town select boards, coun-
cils, planning boards and zoning
boards if they are aware of this situ-
ation and ask what they will they do
about it. Demand Governor Sununu
immediately sign an executive order to
repeal this tyrannical state board that
was secretly created within a previous
budget because it failed to pass a vote
of the legislature about three times.
Otherwise, Sununu’s legacy will be
that he knowingly set out to destroy
the New Hampshire Advantage.

Jane Aitken

Bedford Residents Association

Bedford, N.H.

Jane:

Just to be clear, we indulge your acri-
monious screeds, not because we endorse
your intent, but because we endorse your
targefing.

Now how about getting on hbis case
about his daddy’s gold mine?

The Editor

A Notice for N.H. Citizens
Dear Editor

July 19,2021

Concord, N.H. - The N.H. Com-
mittee of Safety (NHCOS) & the
N.H. Constitutional Republicans
(NHCR) will be hosting a N.H. cit-
izen declared State of Emergency on
Friday, July 23, 2021. The executive
boards of both NHCOS and NHCR
urge patriots statewide to attend this
Day of Action. This is a public event
for all N.H. patriots and all friends of
N.H. patriots.

Are you a patriot?

NHCOS and NHCR suggests
asking yourself the following few
questions:

Have you had enough of our de-
funct N.H. state government?

Do you want to take a stand against
unconstitutional mandates & orders?

Do you want to learn more about
the God & Country Rally next
month?

Saturday, August 28, 2021, 10:00
a.m.— 6:00 p.m.

Crossing Life Church, 122 N. Low-
ell Road, Windham, N.H.

If your answer is yes to any of these,
then you should join us this Friday for
a fantastic N.H. gathering of patriots.

Granite Staters need their voices
heard NOW and their constitutional
rights protected NOW! 'The legisla-
ture has adjourned for the summer,
and we are on our own to convey to
Concord that We the People are not
content with our current “state” of af-
fairs.

Now is the time to join fellow patri-
ots for the first ever:

N.H. CITIZEN DECLARED
STATE OF EMERGENCY

N.H. STATE HOUSE, CON-
CORD on Friday, July 23, 2021 at
7:00 p.m

“If you don't know your rights, you
don't have any,”[sic]

The N.H. Committee of Safety &
the N.H. Constitutional Republicans

Regina Barnes

Hampton, N.H.

Regina:

Goodness gracious, as the late Secretary
of Defense Donald Rumsfeld might say:
a Hampton Selectman attempting to use

our pages to foment an insurrection. Af-
ter several seconds of careful deliberation,
we decided, “What the hell. Why not?” At
the rate such prosecutions are going, we
expect to be dead and buried before the
Justice Department gets around to pros-
ecuting those who merely aid and abet the
delusional in pursuit of their fantasies. As
it happens, your call to action arrived too
late for our previous paper. Now the event
has gone by. We'll tell the judge, ‘no harm,
no foul.”

We expected comprehensive coverage
on YouTube. The Committee of Safetys
declaration nullifying the state govern-
ment certainly droned on long enough.
We couldn’t find a thing, though. Was your
event such a bust that nobody bothered to

Jilm it?

Good luck with your August farce.
The Editor

Sympathy for the Doofus
Dear Editor:

Today (the 17th) in our car I lis-
tened to SXM, one of the old-time
radio shows, “This Is Your FBI—148
Radio Classics.” The episode rested
on apprehending criminals, so the
show’s ending warning was “crime
begets crime.” Right away I thought
of ex-President Trump and his slavish
followers.

His January 6th wished-for disrup-
tion, messily, brutally, at our U.S. Cap-
itol, so Joe Biden might not become
U.S. President, came to mind when I
heard the authoritative radio voice say,
“crime begets crime.” Trump asked for
that destructive attack as our Congress
sat, under the guidance of V.P. Pence,
to certify the election. What a crim-
inal mind Trump shows! Those who
admire lawlessness and grabbing for
what one wants—they love him. Some
are your readers. Their parents must
have had low standards of child-rear-
ing that excluded teaching about what
is moral, immoral, amoral—with no
stand at all on “does morality matter?”
Alas, there’s a place for those in our

freedom-based culture. Until they are
caught, they can be lawless and possi-
bly get away with it. Freely they can lie
and distort.

We watch with huge attention what
catches up with Donald J. Trump and
also what he evades—though not any-
more with lawyer Giuliani’s expertise.

Lynn Rudmin Chong

Sanbornton, N.H.

Lynn:

Alas, poor Dolt #45, deprived of Ru-
dis legal expertise! Now you've gone and
made us sad!

The Editor

The Solidarity Fund: an example
of the strength of the

Catalan independence movement
To the Editor:

'The Solidarity Fund collects soli-
darity donations from thousands of
anonymous people who support the
victims of Spain’s repression of the
democratic and non-violent actions
that characterise the Catalan indepen-
dence movement. It was created by the
civil organisations Assemblea Nacio-
nal Catalana and Omnium Cultural
when Spain imprisoned their presi-
dents, Jordi Sdnchez and Jordi Cuixart.

Now, when there are already 3,300
victims of retaliation, this Solidarity
Fund is managed by an independent
association. From 2017 until now, it
has paid 640,000 euros in fines and
lawyers [fees] for grassroots mili-
tants, and €14.4 M in bail imposed
by courts and administrative bodies.
Aside from the disproportionality
of the bails and fines, let’s look at an
example of unjustified abuse: the Sol-
idarity Fund has had to cover not only
€4.1M, demanded from the Catalan
government by the Supreme Court
for alleged embezzlement in the 2017
referendum, but also €6M demanded
by a Spanish Court in Barcelona from

high-ranking officials for exactly the
same concept!

Almost simultaneously to the an-
nouncement by Prime Minister Pe-
dro Sénchez of the pardon for nine
pro-independence leaders sentenced
to long prison sentences,” an admin-
istrative body, the Court of Auditors,
demanded bail of €5.4M from 34 for-
mer senior officials and workers of the
Generalitat (Catalonia’s Institutional
Political System) related to the inter-
national promotion of Catalonia from
2011 to 2017.If they have not deposit-
ed these exorbitant bonds by 21st July,
their properties, salaries and pensions
will be seized. As Carles Puigdemont’s
lawyer explains,” “This is a dreadful
and openly abusive action that only
aims to generate damage, this time by
affecting assets.” Also, 33 Nobel Prize
winners in economics criticise the
Court of Auditors and support one of
those being prosecuted, Andreu Mas-
Colell, former Harvard professor and
minister of economics in the Catalan
government from 2010 to 2016.*

In the face of this offensive against
Catalan leaders and workers, the Cat-
alan government has created a fund of
€10M to guarantee these and future
bails. In anticipation of the Spanish
courts blocking this fund (which is
likely because both the Spanish gov-
ernment and the opposition parties
are considering taking the fund to
court), the Solidarity Fund has been
reactivated and, after only three days,
has already collected 300,000 euros in
donations from citizens and continues
to grow.

* Read this article to find out about
the Council of Europe’s pressure on
Pedro Sanchez to release the pris-
oners: hrtps.//www.elnacional.cat/
en/politics/council-europe-spain-cat-
alan-release-independence-re-
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Maria M. Garayoa

Barcelona, Catalonia

Maria:

Americans could learn a thing or two
about solidarity from Catalonians.

The Editor

Military Justice
To the Editor:

In a July 7th report on the PBS
Newshour the following statistics
for sexual assault in the military were
given. “Approximately 20,000 U.S.
military members are sexually assault-
ed annually. But only 7,816 reported
those cases, and only in 350 cases were
perpetrators charged with a crime.”
'The report added that 64 percent of
those who reported assaults faced re-
taliation.

Clearly, the system is not working
when only five percent of those ac-
cused of assault face charges and 64
percent of the victims face retaliation.
One major problem is the victim has
to report the assault to their com-
manding officer who, in most cases,
knows and works with the accused.
Another problem is officers have to
get promotions every few years or are
forced to leave the military. Anything
bad that gets the attention of those
above them can cost them their ca-
reers. Thus, they have an incentive to
bury bad news like sexual assaults un-
der their command as do those above
them. In short, the victims command
chain has a conflict in interest in these
cases.

In civilian courts we do not allow

judges or attorneys with conflicts of
interests with the anyone involved to
try cases. We need to end this practice
for sexual assault victims in the mili-
tary as well.

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand has been
trying for a decade to get sexual assault
cases out of the chain of command.
She has bipartisan support for her bill
including our two senators, but the
male co-chairmen on her committee
have blocked it from even coming to
avote. The time has come for Senators
Jack Reed and James Inhofe to allow a
vote on this issue.

Walter Hamilton

Portsmouth, N.H.

Walter:

Reminds us of a line we first heard in
uniform: “Military justice is to justice as
military music is to music.”

More than 50 years later that’s still
true. Its a disgrace.

Now, about those Army bases named
after traitors. .. [Muffled noises are heard
as the Editor is dragged from the news-
room with a hood over his head.]

Teaching Critical Race Theory
To the Editor:

'The teaching of Critical Race The-
ory (CRT) in public schools has be-
come a hot button in the culture war
between conservatives and progres-
sives. The debate has become more of
a political than an educational issue.
As a result, the conversation has been
distorted by both sides who argue
from dogma rather than fact. “Woke”
Progressives are among the most vo-
cal defenders of the CRT position but
their defense is open to critique.

To engage in informed debate about
CRT, it is necessary to understand its
intellectual roots. It emerged from an
older set of theories known simply
as Critical Theory (CT). This school
of thought emerged in Europe in

the 1920’ as an extension of Marx-
ism. Whereas Marxism is primarily
concerned with economic outcomes
within the context of class struggle
between capitalists and workers, CT
adopted and expanded the Marxist
idea of domination and struggle to in-
clude various “oppressed” groups such
as racial minorities and women. CT
is taught in several American univer-
sities, usually found in Sociology de-
partments or in schools of education.

CT theories adopt the Marxist view
that all social structures must be an-
alyzed and understood through the
lens of domination and oppression. It
makes the fundamental assumption
that virtually all social institutions and
power relationships are determined by
the dominant class and are designed
to maintain control over the oppressed
(in CRT, whites are the dominant
class and Blacks are the oppressed
although recent work has included
Latinos and Asians as oppressed class-
es). As a corollary, many CT theorists
regard Enlightenment values such
as rational analysis, objectivity, and
science as social constructions of the
dominant class that are used to main-
tain oppression rather than to discover
truth. Truth can be determined only
through subjective experience ana-
lyzed in relation to the instruments of
social domination. Like Marxism, CT
as practiced by most of its advocates
is more ideology than Social Science.
It offers a limited lens to understand
history.

CT assumptions about social re-
lations and structures are evident in
many expressions of CRT. A prom-
inent example is the 1619 Project, a
series of articles accompanied by sug-
gested school curricula. It was pub-
lished by the New York Times in 2019
with the claim to place Black experi-
ence as a central element of American
history. Increasing understanding of
the Black role in history is laudable.
Black history is part of American

history and should be taught without
bias. Unfortunately, the Project’s good
intentions are marred both by histori-
cal inaccuracies and interpretations of
events that are driven more by ideol-
ogy than good historical practice. For
example, Nikole Hannah-Jones, the
creator of the Project, claimed that
the Revolutionary War was fought
to protect the institution of slavery in
America. This contention was called
out as inaccurate by several historians.
It certainly would have puzzled the
hearty New Englanders who carried
out the Boston Tea Party and fired the
first shots of the war at Lexington and
Concord (full disclosure—the asser-
tion was later withdrawn by the Times
after the criticism of the historians).

According to Hannah-Jones,
the “real” founding of America was
1619—the year that the first slaves
were introduced to Virginia. Amer-
ican history since then has been a
long string of insults to Black Amer-
icans, indicating that racism is part of
white Americas DNA. She and oth-
er authors of the Project view racism
as a major if not the most important
driver of American history. Attempts
by whites to help reform racial ineq-
uities are considered to be weak and
insincere. The inference is that the only
way to bring about racial equity is by
radically reforming white-dominated
institutions.

These ideas come into sharper per-
spective when CRT’s close relation to
CT ideology is understood. If history
is seen as a struggle between oppressor
and oppressed, then all institutions are
seen as part of a system of oppression.
The result is a limited historical per-
spective where all outcomes are in-
terpreted through the narrow squint
of oppression and dominance. It is
oblivious to the fact that society is a
complex and dynamic system where
a myriad of variables interact over
time to generate ever-changing rela-
tionships. Social outcomes including
racial relationships can never be fully
explained by any limited ideology.

There is no doubt that racism has
been and is a major cause of inequality
for American Blacks. It is simplistic
to state, however, that it is the only

cause of the inequalities that charac-
terize the Black condition. In order to
move toward solutions to the complex
problems of inequality,a common un-
derstanding of the causes of the prob-
lem needs to be reached. In history
education, knowledge must be crafted
through good faith dialogue based on
a process of objective analysis. Learn-
ing will not be achieved through duel-
ing dogmas. Neither the triumphalist
narratives of the right nor the limited
ideology of the left will produce com-
mon understanding.

Robert D. Russell, Ph.D.

Harrisburg, Pa.

Robert:

Bereft as we are of academic creden-
tials, we're not equipped to debate whos
taught what in grad school.

After knocking around this country for
a lifetime, though, we can say this with
canﬁdence: them that has, gets.

Some people like to talk up a supposed
meritocracy. YZ)rougb direct observation,
we've come to believe that the pre-emi-
nent merit remains unchanged: the mag-
ical ability of certain fertilized eggs to
select the right [white] parents.

The Editor

Sununu Signs Memory Hole Into Law
Dear Sir:

'There has been a great deal of debate
and confusion regarding the prohibi-
tion of teaching of so-called “divisive
concepts” by schools, state agencies
and state contractors. The “divisive
concepts” teaching prohibition was
included in the budget trailer bill (HB
2) signed by Governor Sununu. In an
attempt to clarify and provide guid-
ance to educators, state agencies and
contractors, Frank Edelblut, Com-
missioner Department of Education,
Ahni Malachi, Executive Director
Commission for Human Rights,
and John Farnella, Attorney General,
recently issued guidance on how to
implement this new “Anti-discrimina-
tion” law. The guidance explains what
schools, public employers and govern-
ment programs are prohibited from
teaching, training and advocating. In
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Governor Sununu’s Budget is Cruel and Dangerous

by Peter Somssich

he recent state budget and

some individual bills, agreed
to by both the N.H. Republican
House and Senate and signed by
Governor Sununu, but opposed by
Democratic Representatives, are
cruel and dangerous for the welfare
of the residents of New Hampshire.
Even if it was not intentional, that
is the consequence of these actions.

Also, don't be fooled! Tax cuts at
the state level, result in lower reve-
nues for the state to fulfill its obli-
gations, resulting in down-shifting
and in higher property taxes at the
town level.

Because many of the social issue
items included in the budget could
not have passed on their own merits,
a group of extreme Republicans in-
sisted on including them in the bud-
get. And, Governor Sununu agreed.

Cruel:

- Restricting women’s health
choices by banning abortions after
24 months, with no exception for
rape, incest or fatal fetal damage

* Requiring women who seek an
abortion to undergo an unnecessary
vaginal ultrasound at their expense

* Punishing doctors with up to a
$7000 fine and possible imprison-
ment, if they violate any of the new
abortion-ban provisions

- Rejecting badly needed dental
benefits for N.H. Medicaid recip-
ients (higher state costs resulting
later)

- Reduction of Education Fund-
ing for most municipalities (higher
property taxes)

- Banning the discussion of
so-called “divisive language” (e.g.
slavery, racism, white privilege, con-
troversial historical events) by edu-
cators resulting in possible financial
penalties for schools and principals

- Withholding state contracts
from businesses that require em-
ployees to take training on topics
such as “diversity and sexual harass-
ment”

- Returning fines imposed on
businesses that intentionally violated
the Covid safety orders during the

pandemic

- Big cuts for Department of
Health and Human Services (high-
er property taxes)

* Suspending Municipal Grants
and Revenue Sharing for Infrastruc-
ture projects

- A phony, and inadequate Family
Medical Leave plan that is available
to only a few

- Eliminating a loan repayment
program for new medical profes-
sionals to work in N.H.

- Reductions in N.H. Family
Planning programs

Dangerous:

- Eliminating some requirements
to buy and carry firearms

- Eliminate the N.H. Gunline
for more thorough in-state back-
grounds checks, resulting in addi-
tional danger for domestic violence
victims

- Allowing the carry of load-
ed guns on ORVs (which Fish &
Game Dept. considers dangerous)

* Restricting local municipalities
from identifying no-gun areas in
their towns

- Allowing gun owners to bran-

dish a weapon when someone is on
their property or when in a vehicle, if
they feel threatened in any way

Tax Breaks for Rich, Protecting
Corporations, Revenue Reductions

Jfor Municipalities:

- $10 million bailout of investors
who lost money in the FRM Ponzi
scheme

- Phase out of interest /dividends
tax for everyone, regardless of in-
come

- Increased funding for vouchers
to private and religious schools, in-
cluding home-schoolers (reducing
public school funding)

- Blocking many enabling bills,
that would allow municipalities to
make local decisions even when no
state funding is involved

- Protecting fossil fuel interests
by prohibiting the Department of
Environmental Services from dis-
cussing or taking part in any actions
regarding low-carbon fuels

- Business tax reductions, primari-
ly benefiting out-of-state large com-
panies (higher property taxes)

» 25 percent of towns will see less

state education aid (higher property
taxes)

Let the Governor and your Re-
publican Representatives know how
you feel about this budget, now, and
at next year’s elections.

Dr. Peter Somssich,

New Hampshire State Represen-
tative / Portsmouth

Portsmouth, N.H.
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both the guidance documents to
educators and public employers and
government programs, this guid-
ance highlights the following, “In
short, do not train or advocate that
aperson or a group is inherently op-
pressive, superior, inferior racist, or
sexist. Train and treat all equally and
without discrimination.” (Emphasis
added.)

At first glance, this may not ap-
pear to be very radical or contro-
versial, however the devil is in the
details. According to the guidance
document, schools or teachers could

be breaking the law if they discussed

the “inherent oppression” or “racist”

the “inherent oppression” of Sta-
lin or Chairman Mao. Schools or
teachers could be breaking the law
by discussing the “inherent oppres-
sion” or “racist” acts of the Ku Klux
Klan. Teachers and schools would
be breaking the law if they discussed
the “inherent oppression” being in-
flicted on religious minorities in
Syria by President Assad. There are
many more such examples of “in-
herent oppression,” both current
and past, that would not be allowed
to be taught in schools or discussed
in state sponsored training programs
under this law. Did the Governor
and Republican Legislature ever
consider what other instances of “in-
herent oppression”beyond racism in

America would also be impacted by

“divisive concepts?”

The prohibiting of teaching or
discussing “divisive concepts” that
Gov. Sununu signed into law, was
nothing more than attempt to try
and erase and deny the dark his-
tory of slavery, Jim Crow, segre-
gation, genocide, and racism that
has plagued America from its very
beginning. In so doing, the Gover-
nor and the Republican Legislature
have made a mockery of history and
reality, and they betray the memo-
ry and suffering of those who were
impacted by this history. History is
not a conceptual theory, but a record
of well documented events and facts
that cannot be disputed or changed
by passing laws. such as this “divisive
concepts” travesty.

ing about this inane argument: Re-
publicans either believe, or pretend to
believe—you can never tell with this
bunch—that teaching honest history
is the same as saying todays schoolchil-
dren are the moral equivalent of Simon
Legree.

The predecessors of the obtuse wing
of todays Republican Party were called
out by John Heywood in the 16th cen-
tury: “There are none so blind as those
who will not see.”

The cynical win g of the Party, on the
other hand, uses the supposed @ﬁ‘cz‘s of
this teaching on their little rug rats as a
red herring. By pretending that bisto-
ry tries to assign blame for the nation
crimes—which are legion, let’s be quite
clear about that—to living individ-
uals, they think they can outlaw the

as reading American history. Of course,
your mileage may vary.
The Editor

“It5 a fairly unique position; to have
been in charge of prison funding and
then to have been an inmate. I wish Id
been more generous.”
—Jonathan Aitken, former Con-
servative Member of Parliament in
the United Kingdom for 24 years,
and former British government
Cabinet minister. Convicted of
perjury in 1999, Aitken received
an 18-month prison sentence. He
is currently president of Christian

Solidarity Worldwide. [ Wikipedia]

L am not one of those who left the land
to the mercy of its enemies.
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flicted on the Jewish people during Do they really want us to forget the Portsmouth, N.H. They may have a strategic point,  my songs are not for them to praise.

WW II. Schools or teachers would ~ “inherent oppression” of Hitler and Rich: there. Next to enlisted military service, — Anna Akhmatova

be breaking the law if they discussed ~ others by prohibiting the teaching of ~ Here’ what we find most frustrat-  we've found few things as radicalizing —=m=—

: l Anthony’s Home Services LLC

S oot THE ARTS MATTER. [ Iy
et .
e New Nampshire (sazette TICKETS & INFO 603.436.2400 » THEMUSICHALL.ORG Oty Tnswred
The Nation’s Oldest Newspaper™ (775) 984-5054 ~ Durham
anthonyshsllc@gmail.com

Published Fortnightly on Alternate Fridays

Founder: Daniel Fowle (1715 — 1787)
Enslaved Pressman: Primus X (ca. 1700 — 1793)

PO Box 756, Portsmouth, NH 03802

www.nhgazette.com * editors@nhgazette.com

(603) 433-9898

Subscriptions:

$25 per year for 26 issues
Mailed First Class
See Page Five for Subscription Form

Editor: Steven Fowle ¢ Starving Artiste: Michael Dater
Business (Such As It Is) Manager: Rose Eppard
Columnist: William Marvel * 100 Proof Department:
Rose Eppard, Marcia Jebb, and Allen McGee; Jane Porter,

Emerita * Freelance Instigator & Unindicted Co-conspirators:
Win Rhoades & Jack Cleary * Distributor: New England
Distribution Network * Downtown Distribution Volunteers:
Megan “Moonbeam” Stelzer, Murph, Jon Wyckoff, David
Drymon, & Bob Halperin ¢ Subscription Fulfillment:
Sally Strazdins, Gail Drobnyk, Rose Eppard,

Sharon Churchill, Jan Marx, & Allen McGee

THE ARTS ARE GOOD FOR BUSINESS.
They bring $58 Million per year to Portsmouth.

THE ARTS ARE GOOD FOR THE COMMUNITY.

People come together to share an experience that lasts
long after the curtain falls.

THE ARTS ARE GOOD FOR THE SOUL.

They break you free from the confinements of
your day-to-day.

THE ARTS NEED YOU.

We are proud to be part of an arts-rich community,
but we are all being hit hard during this crisis.

Help us ensure that our vibrant arts community
is still thriving when all of our doors are open again.

Please consider supporting the arts today.

LOFT - 131 CONGRESS ST // E3/MUSICHALL W @MUSICHALL &&/MUSICHALLNH

B2W BOX OFFICE AT THE HISTORIC THEATER - 28 CHESTNUT ST - PORTSMOUTH NH

KR DATRR'S
CARTOON ORIGIALS

AND OTHER DRAWINGS BY
THE NEW HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE’S

VERY OWN

STARTING ARTISTR

WWWMIKEDATER.COM

.‘.—-.-——-——

Visit

www.jimhightower.com

v Personally autographed copies
of Jim Hightower's
best-selling books

" Subscriptions to the monthly
“Hightower Lowdown” newsletter

v CD's \ Tapes

¥ Videos  Pamphlets




The New Hampshire Gazette, Friday, July 30, 2021 — Page 7

Hope Lies in Our Entanglements

by Jean Stimmell

For most of human evolution,
the cosmic forces of the uni-
verse were magical, beyond our fee-
ble understanding. We were humble
and kept our heads down, acutely
aware that we were the lowest de-
nominator in a vast galactic mystery.
Unfortunately, over the last few
hundred years, we humans have be-
come smug and arrogant, thinking
we are lords and masters of Planet
Earth, which will be our downfall
because of the climate crisis we are
causing. Today I want to write about
four entanglements that give me
hope about how we might regain
that sense of awe while avoiding en-
vironmental doom.

Entanglement #1: Last June the
journal Nature announced that
quantum entanglement had been
proven: That’s the theory that once
two objects or particles have inter-
acted with one another, they will
be forever joined. From that point
forth, whatever happens to one will
instantly happen to the other, even if
one has traveled to the other side of
the universe.!

To me, this a paradigm-shift-
ing event in the history of science,
as influential as discovering gravi-
ty or that the earth is round—but,
most important, because it reintro-
duces enchantment back into our
small-minded and algorithm-driv-
en world. Perhaps someday soon, we
can see the world as it really is—as
through the eyes of a child, a mystic,
an indigenous person, or an artist.

As the poet Christian Wiman has

written: “If quantum entanglement
is true, if related particles react in
similar or opposite ways even when
separated by tremendous distances,
then it is obvious that the whole
world is alive and communicating
in ways we do not fully understand.
And we are part of that life, part of
that communication.™

Entanglement #2: Suzanne Si-
mard, in her ground-breaking new
book Finding the Mother Tree, in-
troduces us to another example of
entanglement: how trees communi-
cate through a tangled underground
fungal network. She explains how
old mother trees connect all the for-
est trees together through a “jungle
of threads and synapses and nodes,”
“communicating and responding to
one another by emitting chemical
signals. Chemicals identical to our
own neurotransmitters.” Simard
sees entanglement everywhere: in a
colony of ants, a grove of trees, and
even ourselves: “Our own roots and
systems interlace and tangle, grow
into and away from one another
and back again in a million subtle
moments.”

Entanglement #3: In Robert
Mac Farlance’s fabulous new book,
A Deep Time Journey, we learn that
we can no longer view ourselves as
a separate apex species, “but rather
as an assemblage of entanglements
of which we are messily apart. Our
bodies are habitats for hundreds
of species of which Homo sapiens
is only one...we are collaborative
compound organisms, ecological
units consisting of trillions of bacte-
ria, viruses and fungi that coordinate

the task of living together and shar-
ing a common life.”

And in terms of diversity and a
declaration of how little we know:
Macfarlane relates a new scientific
discovery of a “deep life ecosystem
that extends down seven miles into
the Earth’s crust that is twice the
volume of the world’s oceans.” It
“dramatically exceeds the biomass
of the entire human population.™

Entanglement #4: Donna Har-
away, a philosopher and feminist
scholar, sees our world as a tangled
ball of yarn, made up of the innu-
merable threads of our “deep and
entangled relationships with tech-
nology, beyond-human kin, and
each other.”” While our future in
terms of climate crisis is dire, she
rejects the two most popular pundit
refrains of either “a comic faith...
that technology will somehow come
to the rescue of its naughty but very
clever children,” or that “the game is
over, it’s too late, there’s no sense try-
ing to make anything better.”

Her approach is to pluck out one
thread at a time and “make kin”with
it by whole-heartedly listening and
relating. She believes, “learning to
stay with the trouble of living and
dying together on a damaged earth”
is a road map to more livable fu-
tures.”

Joanna Macy, a Buddhist writer
and activist, embraces a similar ap-
proach, calling for a global wakening
to band together to create a life-sus-
taining society. Macy invokes Active
Hope as the secret sauce to stiffen
our spines to face this crisis with re-
sistance and creativity.

Active Hope is not wishful thinking.

Active Hope is not waiting fo be res-
cued by some savior.

Active Hope is waking up to the
beauty of life on whose behalf we can
act.

“We belong to this world. The web of
life is calling us forth at this time.”

Understanding that we are—each
of us—a vital thread in our utterly
entangled but achingly gorgeous
world, makes me tingle: it gives me
hope that we can commit to come
together for the common good of all
the inhabitants of our precious, blue
planet.

Postscript: As I step out of my
office after writing this, I reflect on
how none of what I said would be
surprising to indigenous people,
who already reside in this more-
than-human world. As if in valida-
tion of that, I found a beautiful black
feather by my door, a present from
my neighbor, the trickster Raven.

1 https//www.nytimes.
com/20200/06/15/science/quan-
tum-satellites-china-spying.html

2 My Bright Abyss: Meditation
of a Modern Believer, by Christian
Wiman p. 33

3 Simard, Suzanne. Finding the
Mother Tree (p. 5). Knopt Dou-
bleday Publishing Group. Kindle
Edition.

4 Ibid. page 179

5 Macfarlane, Robert. Underland:
A Deep Time Journey (pp.103-104).
W.W. Norton & Company. Kindle
Edition.

6 https//onbeing.org/programs/
robert-macfarlane-the-worlds-be-
neath-our-feet/#transcript

7 https://forthewild.world/listen/
donna-haraway-on-staying-with-
the-trouble-131

8 https.//muse.jhu.edu/arti-
cle/6 70948/ summary

9 Ibid.
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The Oracle Speaks

by Jim Hightower

M ega-investor Warren Buffett
once held a big portfolio of
daily and weekly newspapers, and
he specialized in squeezing out com-
petitors so each held a local monop-
oly. Then hed chop staff and news
content, letting him glean annual
profit margins above 30 percent.
But alas for poor Warren, along
came the internet, allowing people
to root around for free to find lo-

cal information missing from his
hollowed-out papers. They began
losing readers, advertisers, and prof-
its, so, in 2020, Buffett sold out his
entire portfolio. But rather than con-
cede that maybe his slash-and-burn,
profit-maximization approach had
produced inferior products, “The
Oracle of Omaha” (as Wall Street
had labeled him) blasted the whole
idea of local newspapers as dino-
saurs. They’re “toast,” he proclaimed.

But wait your Oracleness, when

Colin A. McGee
Enrolled Agent
Expert tax preparation,
consultation and representation
for businesses and individuals
(603) 436-0707 * Colin@klmcgeebiz.com

For Sale:
English Wintech Saddle

Brand new condition, never used on a
horse. Comes with stirrups and girth.

Asking $600 - (603) 812-3745

First Café Kilim... then ldentity. now...

WE'VE MOVED!

Come vifit vf at our new Facility
in “WEPD" (West End of Partsmouthl,

114 Bartlett §t.

black sheep

design company
screenprinting  embroidery graphic design

603-431-6801

done right, local publications both
chronicle and help shape a com-
munity’s story. And that’s a social
benefit that’s as valuable—and as
marketable—as ever. It’s not that
people have given up on local news,
but that corporate owned papers
did—they’re not local, not newsy,
and not of, by, and for the workaday
people in our communities.

For example, nearly every cor-
porate daily publishes a business
section, which mostly amounts to

yesterday’s stock prices, corporate
press releases, and syndicated filler.
Does even one percent of the pop-
ulation read that stuff? Meanwhile,
how about economic news of in-
terest to the great majority of locals
who're workaday families? Where’s
the regular section that digs into the
area’s wages, job losses and open-
ings, workplace conditions, childcare
availability, unionizing efforts, and
other real-life issues that confront
this majority on a daily basis?

The relevant indicator of the
wellbeing of nearly every American
family is not the Dow Jones Aver-
age (which newspapers cover obses-
sively), but the Doug Jones Average.
How are Doug and Donna doing?
‘That’s news that would sell papers.

Copyright 2021 by Jim Hightower
& Associates. Contact Melody Byrd
(melody@jimhightower.com) for

more information.
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Liff Jedependmcly for more information.

Granite State Independent Living
is looking to add caring and compas-
sionate individuals who are interested
in making a difference in people’s lives
as a Personal Care Attendant. Duties
include: personal care, housekeeping,

lifting, transfers, errand and grocery
shopping. We offer a flexible schedule

and paid training.

gardens and landscapes.

il
STRAWBERY
BANKE &

14 Hancock Street
Portsmouth, NH
603.433.1100

Experience New England Life in
the Puddle Dock Neighborhood

Tour historic houses on their original
foundations, meet engaging costumed
roleplayers, watch traditional crafts
demonstrations, and explore historical

StrawberyBanke.org

Build Strong Local Economies
by Purchasing with Purpese

R
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418 Spring St.
Galena, 11 61036
call (815) 238-2939

Principal Database Administrator

Principal Database Administrator with Liberty Mutual
Technology Group, Inc. located in Dover, NH. Work in
all phases of database management and all aspects of
database management including on premises or cloud
managed: database design, performance tuning, backup
and recovery, security, disaster recovery, and capacity
management. Telecommuting permitted up to 100%. To
apply, please visit https://jobs.libertymutualgroup.com/,
select “Search Jobs,” enter job requisition #2021-39101
in the “Job ID or Keywords” field, and submit resume.
Alternatively, you may apply by submitting a resume via
e-mail to RecruitLM@LibertyMutual.com. Reference
requisition number in subject of e-mail.
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ApMIRAL FowLE’s PiscaATAQUA RivER TipAL GUIDE (NOT FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES)

Portsmouth, arguably the first
town in this country not founded
by religious extremists, is bounded
on the north and east by the
Piscataqua River, the second, third,
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable
river in the country, depending on

whom you choose to believe.

The Piscataqua’s ferocious current
is caused by the tide, which, in
turn, is caused by the moon. The
other player is a vast sunken valley
— Great Bay — about ten miles
upriver. Twice a day, the moon

drags about seventeen billion
gallons of seawater — enough to
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up
the river and into Great Bay. This
creates a roving hydraulic conflict,
as incoming sea and the outgoing
river collide. The skirmish line

moves from the mouth of the

river, up past New Castle, around
the bend by the old Naval Prison,
under Memorial Bridge, past the
tugboats, and on into Great Bay.
This can best be seen when the tide
is rising.

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all
that water go. All the seawater that
just fought its way upstream goes
back home to the ocean. This is
when the Piscataqua earns its title
for xth fastest current. Look for the
red buoy, at the upstream end of

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in
the current. It weighs several tons,
and it bobs and bounces in the
current like a cork.

The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides.
When the river rests, its tugboats

and bridges work their hardest.
Ships coming in laden with coal,
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for
more clearance under their keels.
They leave empty, riding high in
the water, at low tide, to squeeze
under Memorial Bridge.
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2007—An interstate highway bridge
in Minneapolis collapses, killing 13.
2002—The George W.[MD] Bush
administration adopts a new policy:
torture is now the American Way.
1974—YVice President Ford meets
with Al Haig for 50 minutes; they talk
about Nixon perhaps resigning, and
a possible pardon from Ford. It’s all
quite kosher, though Haig did sign the
official log under an assumed name.
1972—The Washington Post reports
ona “two-bit burglary”at DNC HQ.
1972—First Lt. GW.[MD] Bush
loses his Air National Guard flying
status; he skipped a required physical
exam that included a drug test.
1969—Herb Kalmbach accepts a
$100,000 bribe from milk producers
on behalf of Richard Nixon.

1969—A Mass. Superior Court judge
denies a DA’s request for an inquest
into Mary Jo Kopechne’s death.
1966—Ex-Eagle Scout, honor stu-
dent, and former Marine Charles
‘Whitman shoots 45 (killing 12) from
atower at the University of Texas.
1946—Corrupt Democrats in Ath-
ens, Tennessee, hole up in a jailhouse
with ballot boxes. Disgruntled vets
armed with Thompson guns stolen
from the local Guard armory lay seige.
1921—Baldwin-Feltes goons hired
by coal barons shoot Police Chief Sid
Hatfield and Deputy Ed Chambers
dead on the courthouse steps in Mat-
ewan, W.Va. The dead were unarmed,
but self-defense pleas free the killers.

6:23 6:48
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2000—The GOP picks George
W.[MD] Bush to preside, and Dick
“Dick” Cheney to run the country.
1993—A short circuit sends a self-de-
struct command to a Titan IV rocket
which blows up over the Pacific de-
stroying $1 billion in spy satellites.
1990—Iraq invades Kuwait.
1964—The U.S.S. Maddox, in North
Vietnamese territorial waters to sup-
portcovert South Vietnamese attacks,
fires on North Vietnamese torpedo
boats. When they fire back, Maddox
reports an “unprovoked” attack.
1946—Disgruntled
Athens, Tenn. prevail over a crooked
Democratic machine, thanks to sever-
al well-placed dynamite blasts.
1943—Treblinka prisoners revolt. Only
40 survive, but they close the camp.
1943—The nimble American PT boat
#109is rammed and sunk by a relative-
ly ponderous Japanese destroyer.
1939—Albert Einstein informs FDR
thata nuclear bomb is feasible.
1937—FDR signs the marijuana tax
bill propagated by America’s first narc,
hardcore racist Harry Anslinger. Tim
Leary gets it overturned 31 years later.
1931—Albert Einstein urges all sci-
entists to refuse military work.
1865—The CSS Shenandoah, after
capturing and sinking American
whaling vessels all summer, learns
that the war’s been over since April.
1832—Starving Sauk and Fox wom-
en and children surrender at Bad Axe,
Wis. They're massacred by militia.

7:24 7:44
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1981—Air traffic controllers give
Ronald Reagan his cue to grandstand.
1980—Ronald Reagan touts “states’
rights” in his first post-convention
speech—two miles from the site
where, 19 years earlier, three mur-
dered civil rights workers were buried.
1971—New Hampshire man Alan
Shepard hits a golfball on the moon.
1966—RIP Lenny Bruce, prosecuted
to death at the age of 40.
1962—Given a huge shot of LSD by
a CIA subcontractor, Tusko the ele-
phant, “pride of the Oklahoma City
Z.00,” keels over, defecates, and shud-
ders. Big doses of anti-psychotics and
tranquilizers don’t help; he dies.
1961—Byron  Rickards, piloting
a Boeing 707 over New Mexico, is
skyjacked by father and son team
Leon and Cody Beardon. In 1931, in
Peru, Rickards’ Ford Tri-Motor had
become the first plane ever skyjacked.
1931—In Chicago, 60,000 march
against eviction. A fatal riot ensues.
1929—The DA of San Bernardino
brings a posse of fellow American Le-
gionnaires on a raid. They bust Yetta
Stromberg, 19, for raising a red flag.
1923—By lamplight, at 2:47 a.m. in
Plymouth, Vermont, John Coolidge
swears in his son Calvin as President.
1922—The New York Society for the
Suppression of Vice proposes that all
literary manuscripts be screened to
ensure they are not immoral.
1919—The Chicago race riot ends: 38
dead, 537 injured, 1,000 homeless.

8:25 8:38
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2003—Lightning strikes awarehouse
in Bardstown, Ky. In the fire that re-
sults, 19,000 barrels release a flaming
river: 800,000 gallons of Jim Beam.
Thousands of fish die as high winds
whip up a 100-foot firenado.
1992—Republicans re-nominate the
Bush/Quayle ticket. [Snicker.]
1991—The captain and officers of the
sinking Oceanos abandon the ship—
and its passengers. Entertainers orga-
nize a successful rescue of all aboard.
1987—The FCCjettisons the Fairness
Doctrine, declaring it “restricts the
journalistic freedom of broadcasters.”
1964—The U.S.S. Maddoxand U.S.S.
Turner Joy report a second torpedo at-
tack in Gulf of Tonkin. There are no
casualties; nor is there any damage.
Defense Secretary McNamara with-
holds from President Johnson warn-
ings that it may just be a false alarm.
1961—Barack Hussein Obama is
allegedly born in Honolulu, Hawaii.
1948—]. Parnell Thomas [R-N.J.],
the rabidly anti-commie chair of
HUAG, is exposed in Drew Pearson’s
column as a tax-dodging grifter.
1945—]oe Cleary’s MLB career lasts
one-third of an inning. Pitching for
the Senators, he gives up five hits and
three walks for an ERA of 189. He’s
relieved by one-legged Bert Shepard,
whose career lasts one game. The Red
Soxwinit, 15-4.

1942—The Bracero program begins.
Mexican workers now get to be ex-
ploited north of the border, too.

9:21 9:29
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2011—S&P lowers the U.Ss credit
rating because the GOP says it might
not let the government pay its bills.
2007—On Lake Winnipesaukee, the
President of France, clad only in swim
trunks, jumpsinto the boat of AP’s ace
photographer Jim Cole and berates
him for doing his job.

2004—“Our enemies,” says George
‘W.[MD] Bush, “never stop thinking
about new ways to harm our country
and our people, and neither dowe.”
1981—Ronald Reagan fires 12,700
air traffic controllers.
1974—Cornered rat Richard Nixon
releases the “smoking gun” tape.
1971—ITT makes a $200,000 “do-
nation” to the GOP Convention. In
return the Justice Department over-
looks ITT violations of antitrust laws.
1969—The Army says eight Green
Berets are under arrest for “terminat-
ing” a suspected South Vietnamese
double agent “with extreme prejudice.”
1968—The GOP convention starts
in Miami. One delegate for Nelson
Rockefeller: Theodore “Ted” Bundy.
1962—An official South African
goon squad nabs fugitive anti-apart-
heid “terrorist” Nelson Mandela,
thanks to a helpful tip from the CIA.
1950—When a B-29 hits a trailer
parkin California, 18 die. At least the
nuke on board fails to explode.
1912—Teddy Roosevelt founds the
Progressive “Bull Moose” Party “to
dissolve the unholy alliance between
corrupt business and corrupt politics.”
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2016—“One of my proudest mo-
ments,” says Senator “Moscow Mitch”
McConnell [R-Ky.], “was when I told
President Obama, “You will not fill
this Supreme Court vacancy.”
2011—An RPG downs a Chinook
in the Tangi Valley, killing all 38 on
board; 30 are Americans, the most to
dieinasingleincidentin Afghanistan.
2001—The CIA hands the President
areporttitled “Bin Ladin Determined
To Strike in U.S.” He ignores t.
1991—Tim Berners-Lee introduces
the World Wide Web to the world.
1970—Disneyland closes as 300 Yip-
pies smoke pot, chant V.C. slogans &
demand freedom for Mickey Mouse.
1957—Carol Burnett becomes an
overnight sensation by singing on the
Jack Paar show, “I Made a Fool of My-
self Over John Foster Dulles.”
1954—TheIllinois Departmentof the
American Legion denounces the Gir/
Scout Handbook as subversive.
1945—Sayonara, Hiroshima.
1930—N.Y. Supreme Court Justice
and Democratic bigwig John Force
Crater purges private files, cashes a
large check, and disappears forever.
1895—The socialist paper Appeal to
Reason begins. By 1902 it has the 4th
highest circulation in the U.S.
1890—William Kemmler thrashes
and smokes for eight minutes in New
York’s new electric chair.
1855—Nativists in Louisville, egged
on by a Know Nothing newspaper,
torch Irish homes and kill 22.

105§ 10157
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2016—Verriickt (German for
sane”), the world’s tallest waterslide,
built in Kansas City by men who
later admitted that they didn’t know
what they were doing, and exempt
from state licensing, decapitates the
10-year-old son of a Kansas state rep.
1974—Three GOP bigwigs tell Nix-
on he’s through. About to pardon the
‘Watergate conspirators, Nixon backs
off on advice from Len Garment. Al
Haig—Nixon’s man—bends Gerry
Ford’s ear for an hour in a meeting
unrecorded in the V.Ps official logs.
1964—Congress falls for the Gulf of
Tonkin hoax and gives L.B.J. unprec-
edented (and unconstitutional) power.
Sen. Wayne Morse (D-Ore.) votes no,
saying “I believe that within the next
century, future generations will look
with dismayand great disappointment
upon a Congress which is now about
to make such a historic mistake.”
1957—In Nevada, ZSG-3 becomes
the first Goodyear Blimp to be
brought down by a nuclear weapon.
1936—Rep. Marion Zioncheck
(D-Wash.), who once had a load of
manure dumped on J. Edgar Hoover’s
lawn, defenestrates from the fifth floor
of a Seattle office building.

1930—A mob lynches three Black
men in Marion, Ind. A photo of two,
dead, inspires the song, “Strange
Fruit.” The third, rescued, later founds
America’s Black Holocaust Museum.
1890—Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, “The
Rebel Girl,” is born in Concord, N.H.
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1989—E. Robert Wallach, a close pal
of Ed “Meese is a Pig” Meese, is con-
victed of racketeering. He pocketed
$425,000 to influence Meese and oth-
ers, as part of Wedtech Corp.’s scheme
to win defense contracts.
1980—Rep. Jon Hinson (R-Mich.),
running for re-election, admits he’s
been accused of committing an ob-
scene act in a “gay haunt” in Virginia
and once barely escaped a fire in a gay
movie theatre; but he denies he’s gay.
1974—Rep. Earl Landgrebe [R-Ind ],
says “Don’t confuse me with the facts.
T've got a closed mind. I will not vote
for impeachment. I'm going to stick
with my President even if he and I
have to be taken out of this building
and shot.” Later that day, however, his
idol Richard M. Nixon confesses that
he lied—he is a quitter, after all.
1973—Veep Spiro “Ted” Agnew calls
the revelation that he took bribes as
Governor of Maryland “damned lies.”
1968—Richard Nixon chooses Spiro
“Ted” Agnew for a running mate.
1942—Condemned by an un-Con-
stitutional secret military tribunal
irregularly sanctioned by a Supreme
Court Justice in cahoots with FDR,
six German saboteurs are hanged six
weeks after landing via submarine.
Bush #43 later relies on the precedent.
1925—Imperial Wizard Hiram Ev-
ans leads 35,000 members of the Ku
Klux Klan in full regalia—minus the
hoods—down Pennsylvania Avenue
to the Washington Monument.

12:12
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2014—Ferguson, Mo. cop Darren
Wilson shoots unarmed Michael
Brown, 18, whose body is then left
uncovered on the street for four hours.
1997—New York cop Justin Volpe
sodomizes Haitian immigrant Abner
Louima with a broomstick.
1989—George Herbert [Hoover]
Walker Bush signs the Savings and
Loan bailout. Among the bailees: his
boys Neil and Jeb.

1974—Richard Milhous Nixon va-
cates the White House—finally.
1945—In Nagasaki, Hiroshima blast
survivor Tsutomu Yamaguchi’s boss
doubts his account of the devasta-
tion—untilan A-bomb explodes.
1936—Lincoln Steffens, one of the
original muckrakers, dies at 70.
1882—Two days after one fatal brawl,
a group of Hatfields march three Mc-
Coys into Kentucky where they shoot
them tied to a pawpaw tree.
1874—Paranormal chronicler Charles
Fort materializesin Albany, NY.
1872—Fire destroys 547 buildings in
Boston, killing 14.

1842—Herman Melville escapes
from the Typee Valley in the Marque-
sas where he has been held captive by
cannibals for a month.

1842—The Webster-Ashburton Treaty
ends the Aroostook War.

1610—Under orders from Thomas
West, 3rd and 12th Baron De La
Warr, after whom Delaware is named,
English settlers slaughter the Paspa-
hegh men, women, and children.
1215 12:49
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2019—Mysterious sex criminal and
pal of bigwigs Jeffrey Epstein is found
conveniently but mysteriously dead in
his closely unguarded N.Y.C. jail cell.
2000—"T want you to know,” George
W.[MD] Bush tells farmers in Sali-
nas, Calif,, “that farmers are not going
to be secondary thoughts to a Bush
administration. They will be in the
forethought of our thinking.”
1974—1 take my instructions from
General Haig,” says a Colonel over-
seeing Richard Nixon’s attempt to
spirit files out of the White House.
‘White House Counsel Benton Becker
calls the Colonel’s bluff, and three full
Air Force trucks are unloaded.
1973—Free Marketeer Charles Koch
writes Free Marketeer Friedrich von
Hayek suggesting he move to the U.S.
so he can collect Social[ist] Security.
1968—Eight G.I’s in Vietnam are
killed by “friendly fire.”
1887—An engineer for the Toledo,
Peoria & Western, seeing a burning
bridge ahead, uncouples his engine
and crosses safely. His 81 passengers
die when it collapses.
1856—Wind-driven waves drown
400 ataball on Last Island, La.
1835—A mob of 300 men wrecks Ca-
naan, N.Hs racially integrated Noyes
Academy, using 100 yokes of oxen to
drag it from its foundation. Black stu-
dents are then chased from town.
1680—Pucblo Indians begin an 11-
day revolt that will kill 400 Spaniards
and drive them from New Mexico.
12:54 126

2017—A “good person” rallying for
White Supremacy in Charlottesville,
Va. commits vehicular homicide.
2009—President Obama speaks in-
side Portsmouth, N.H. High School.
Outside a Libertarian packs a 9-mm
pistol and totes a sign calling for the
“blood of patriots and tyrants.”
1972—The last grunts in 'Nam, 3rd
Battatlion, 21st Infantry, board that
Freedom Bird for CONUS.
1966—The first Coast Guardsmen (2)
are killed in Vietnam when B-57s and
F-4s attack the cutter Point Welcome.
1965—A white L.A. cop pulls over
a Black driver in Watts. Five days of
riots cost 34 lives, mostly Black, and
$200 million in damage.

1942—Ten years after her scandalous
Ecstacy nude scene, Hedy Lamarr gets
a patent for using piano rolls to protect
torpedoes from radio-jamming.
1911—Workers incensed by the
“scientific management” imposed by
stopwatch-obsessed Phillips Exeter
grad Frederick Winslow Taylor go on
strike at the Watertown Arsenal.
1897—Senator-to-be and ex-enslaver
Rebecca Ann Latimer Felton tells the
Georgia Agricultural Society, “lynch,
athousand times a week if necessary,”
to protect “[white] woman’s dearest
possession from the ravening human
beasts,” i.e., Black men.
1894—Charles “Hobo” Kelley and
his 1,200 man “army” of the unem-
ployed are driven from Washington
D.C. by Federal troops.
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2004—N.J. Gov. Tom McGreevy re-
signs after admitting he’s been sleep-
ing with a man who is not his wife.
1985—A 747 with 524 on board, en-
route to Osaka, crashes after the tail
falls off. Many survive but, due to de-
lays, only four are rescued alive.
1977—CBS reports that the state
won't replace a washed-out bridge in
Vulcan, W. Va,, so the town has asked
the U.S.S.R. for foreign aid.
1958—Art Kane takes the photo
known as “A Great Day in Harlem:”
57 jazz greats on a brownstone stoop.
1955—TIke raises the minimum wage
from 75 cents to $1 per hour.
1953—Russia tests an H-bomb. Yup,
itworks.

1898—The U.S. annexes Hawaii and
makes peace with Spain.
1865—TJoseph Lister introduces a
novel refinement to the art of surgery,
which he calls “disinfectant.”
1827—William Blake is released from
his earthly form.

1806—In Haverhill, N.H. 10,000 as-
semble to see Josiah Burnham hanged
on his 63rd birthday. He had stabbed
two fellow inmates in debtors prison.
1676—John Alderman, a “Praying
Indian,” shoots and kills Metacom,
aka King Philip. Alderman is award-
ed the head and one hand. He sells the
head to the town of Plymouth where
it’s displayed atop a stake for 25 years.
Metacom’s wife and child are sold to
‘West Indian slave traders.
30BCE—RIP, Cleopatra.
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2002—*T promise you I will listen to
what has been said here,” says George
W.[MD] Bush at the President’s Eco-
nomic Forum in Waco, Texas, “even
though I'wasn’t here.”
1971—Criminal Attorney General
John Mitchell announces that there
will be no grand jury investigation of
the May 4 shootings at Kent State.
1966—“In two or three years, or even
before” says Premier of South Viet-
nam Nguyen Cao Ky, “the Commu-
nists will accept defeat.”

1957—Daisy and Bill Myers, who are
Black, geta “warm welcome” to Levit-
town, Pa—burning cross and all.
1955—Lamar Smith, a Black WWI
vet and voting activist, is shot dead at
10:00 a.m. on the lawn of the Lincoln
County Courthouse in Brookhaven,
Miss. Witnesses: 30; Indictments: 0.
1925—Baltimore’s Chamber  of
Commerce accuses H.L. Mencken
of damaging the city’s trade with
the South due to his reporting of the
Scopes “monkey” trial.
1906—A frican-American
raid Brownsville, Texas to avenge ra-
cial insults; one man is killed.
1899—David Terry, former Chief
Justice of the California Supreme
Court, assaults U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Stephen J. Field. Terry is shot
dead by Field’s bodyguard, a U.S.
Marshallater cleared of wrongdoing.
1878—The first of 5,000 Memphians
dies of yellow fever in an epidemic

soldiers

caused by a quarantine-jumper.
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2019—7he New York Times publishes
“The 1619 Project,” arguing chattel
slavery was central to the nation’s cre-
ation. Conservatives freak out.
1966—“As long as the United States
and our brave allies are in the field,”
says LBJ, “[a Communist takeover of
South Vietnam] is impossible.”
1945—President Truman announces
Japan has surrendered. Enlisted sail-
ors in San Francisco celebrate their
reprieve with three nights of looting,
vandalism, rape, and murder.
1936—In Owensboro, Ky., at 5:30
a.m, 15,000 watch as Rainey Bet-
hea becomes the last person publicly
hanged in America. Arthur Hash,
the assigned executioner, is so drunk
adeputy sheriff has to pull the lever.
1935—FDR signs the Social Security
Act; the GOP begins trying to gutit.
1908—A would-be lynch mob in
Springfield, I1L., frustrated that two
Black men had been removed from
jail for their safety, begins to riot.
1884—The coffin of Lieut. Frederick
F. Kislingbury is exhumed and an au-
topsy performed in Rochester, N.Y.,
10 days after the survivors of the Gree-
ly expedition were féted with a parade
in Portsmouth, N.H. The heroes ap-
pear to have cannibalized his remains.
1862—Abe Lincoln becomes the 1st
President to meet a delegation of Af-
rican-Americans, whom he offends by
recommending they remove to Africa.
1765—Boston’s Liberty Tree is chris-
tened: two figures are hanged in effigy.
355 422
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