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The Fortnightly Rant

Déja vu all over again, again...

P resident Biden vowed last week
that he would pull all U.S.
troops out of Afghanistan before
September 11th. Pointedly, he chose
to speak from the White House
Treaty Room. It was there, he not-
ed, in October, 2001, that President
George W. Bush “informed our na-
tion that the United States military
had begun strikes on terrorist train-
ing camps in Afghanistan.” Twenty
million Americans have been born
since Bush made that announce-
ment. They can truthfully say, “we
have always been at war with Cen-
tral Asia.”

When Bush spoke, operations
had already been underway for 11
days. A Soviet-built helicopter with
a CIA pilot had flown in-country
with a seven-man team of “special
operators,” selected from the Army,
Navy, and Marines. This even rep-
resentation among the branches of
service was no doubt based on the
particular sets of skills each individ-
ual brought to the task. One would
hate to think that it stemmed in-
stead from an agreement among the
brass hats to evenly parcel-out all
that prospective glory.

In addition to lethal skills and
whatever weapons they carried, the
team brought one more essential:
a substantial quantity of finely-en-
graved portraits of an American
Founding Father. One can only
wonder what socially-conservative
Afghan elders would have thought
of Ambassador Franklin’s shenani-
gans in France.

'The primary objective of this dar-
ing mission, of course, was to track
down Osama bin Laden and bring
him to justice—dead or alive. By
November 21st, though, the admin-
istration’s attention had wandered.

Speaking to Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld, Bush didn’t ask
about bin Laden. He wanted to
know, “What kind of a war plan do
you have for Iraq? How do you feel
about the war plan for Iraq? ... Let’s
get started on this.”

The CIASs chief for Afghanistan
went to the White House to warn
Bush and Cheney that “the Afghan
campaign’s primary goal of captur-
ing bin Laden was in jeopardy be-
cause of the military’s reliance on
Afghan militias at Tora Bora.” He
specifically told Bush, “we’re going
to lose our prey if we’re not careful,”
and recommended that the Marines
or other U.S. troops be rushed to
Tora Bora.

In mid-December, though, as a
Senate committee reported in 2009,
bin Laden “walked unmolested out

of Tora Bora and disappeared into

Pakistan’s unregulated tribal area.”

“In the aftermath of bin Lad-
en’s escape, there were accusations
that militiamen working for the
two warlords hired by the CIA to
get him had helped the Al Qaeda
leader cross into Pakistan. Michael
Scheuer, who spent 15 years work-
ing on Afghanistan at the CIA and
at one point headed the agency’s bin
Laden task force, was sharply criti-
cal of the war plan from the start be-
cause of its reliance on Afghan allies
of dubious loyalty. ‘Everyone who
was cognizant of how Afghan oper-
ations worked would have told Mr.
Tenet that he was nuts,’Scheuer said
later.‘And as it turned out, he was. ...
The peaple we bought, the people Mr.
Tenet said we would own, let Osama
bin Laden escape from Tora Bora in
eastern Afghanistan into Pakistan.”
[Emphasis added.]

By 2009, though, nobody cared.
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CBS News’item on the report ig-
nored the incompetence and dis-
traction and focused on a figleaf:
“At the time, Rumsfeld expressed
concern that a large U.S. troop pres-
ence might fuel a backlash.. .others
said the evidence was not conclu-
sive about bin Laden’s location.” No
mention of Iraq at all.

Had those swaggering “opera-
tors”brought the head of Osama bin
Laden back to Bush in the White
House, he would have had ample
political cover for a withdrawal:
“Mission Accomplished,” and all
that.

Not that anyone on the right
would have seen the wisdom in that.
In their view wars are for starting;
ending them is work best left for
some other chump. This is a long-
standing Republican policy, perfect-
ed exactly half a century ago. Like
bin Laden walking into Pakistan, it’s
a scandalous, hardly credible tale—
but once again it’s true.

As alowly E-5,keeping the com-
mies at bay with a Speed Graphic

press camera, the editor, along with
many other disgruntled enlisteds,
simply assumed that Richard Nix-
ons then much-touted “secret plan
to end the war”was designed around
one objective: getting re-elected.
Lacking any evidence, though, we
couldn’t prove it.

Later the world learned that Nix-
on had taped his own confession.
Ken Hughes, a highly respected his-
torian at the University of Virginia’s
Miller Center, spent 20 years study-
ing those tapes. He has distilled
what he learned into two explosive
books which have been lauded by
historians and ignored by the pun-
ditocracy.*

'The first, Chasing Shadows, begins
with Nixon ordering his Plumbers
“on a thievery basis [to] Goddam-
mitit...get those files. Blow the safe
[at the Brookings Institution] and
getit.”

What was the “it” behind this

felonious command? Non-existent
evidence which Nixon feared would
prove what he knew damn well he
had done—derailed the Paris Peace
Talks to win the’68 election.

Bad as that was, Fatal Politics may
be worse; with Nixon it’s always hard
to tell. He had known from the start
that “Vietnamization” could never
work. Thanks to Henry Kissinger,
though, he was able to strike secret
multilateral—and treasonous—
agreements with Moscow and Pe-
king. They would restrain Hanoi
long enough to preserve South
Vietnam for a “decent interval” fol-
lowing the 1972 election. After that,
Hanoi would be welcome to do as
it liked—no skin off the President’s
oddly-shaped nose.

For half a century Republicans
have blamed Democrats for the
“loss” of a nation that never existed.
Get ready, everybody, because here it
comes again.

* Chasing Shadows: The Nixon Tapes, the Chennault Affair, and the Origins of Watergate, Uni-
versity of Virginia Press, 2014, and Fazal Politics: The Nixon Tapes, the Vietnam War, and the
Casualties of Reelection. University of Virginia Press, 2015.

The Alleged News®

What’s New On the Republican Family Values Front?

hen last we checked, Rep.

Matt Gaetz [R-Fla.] was
still slated to be the featured speak-
er at the Nashua Republican City
Committee’s annual “Steak Out,”
scheduled for August 27.

We'’re worried, though, that
Nashua Republicans might give in
to the Governor’s pleas and disinvite
him. If they do, we'll lose our news
hook. So, let’s check in on this Flor-
ida Man.

On March 24th, Fox’s Paul Stein-
hauser breathlessly reported:

“EXCLUSIVE—No. He’s not
mulling a 2024 presidential run.

“But.

“Rep. Matt Gaetz of Florida is
headed to the first-in-the-nation
presidential primary state of New
Hampshire this summer, to help
raise money for fellow Republicans.

“Multiple Republican sources in
the Granite State told Fox News on
Wednesday that the three-term rep-
resentative and close ally of former

President Trump will headline the
Nashua Republican City Commit-
tee’s annual ‘Steak Out’ fundraiser.”

Steinhauser went on to deftly
encapsulate Gaetz’s great talent for
drawing attention to himself: “He
made national news in January when
he headlined a rally in Wyoming as
he targeted Rep. Liz Cheney in her
own home state—after Cheney be-
came the most high profile of the 10
House Republicans to vote to im-
peach the then-president.”

Just six days later, the New York
Times reported that Nashua’s “com-
ing attraction” had been drawing
the attention of the U.S. Justice De-
partment. The feds were said to be
investigating “whether [Gaetz, who
is 38] had a sexual relationship with
a 17-year-old and paid for her to
travel with him....” Possible charges
could include sex trafficking.

In a particularly cruel twist, the
investigation was begun during
the administration of a man Gaetz

idolizes, Donald Trump. We're not
saying that there’s any connection,
but last November, the Miami Her-
ald has reported, Tiffany Trump
tweeted a photo of herself to which
Gaetz responded “with a string of
emojis: fire, a red heart, a heart eye
happy face and a thumbs up sign.”
Surely only the most vindictive sort
of monster would sic the Justice De-
partment on someone just for creep-
ing on his daughter....oh, wait......

Curiously, just a day after the
news of the investigation broke, Vice
News was able to report that QA-
non had not only cleared Gaetz, it
had turned the tables on those in-
vestigating him.

“For more than three years,” Da-
vid Gilbert wrote, “QAnon follow-
ers have been waiting for the Storm,
the moment when high-profile
lawmakers and other elites would be
made to answer for their crimes of
child sex trafficking.

“On Tuesday it sure seemed like

the Storm had arrived....”

‘Through reading QAnon chan-
nels on Telegram, though, Gilbert
discovered instead that the QAnon
brain trust had developed theories
such as “Gaetz is working WITH

FBI to catch an extortion racket,”

and, “The deep state media is using
Matt Gaetz to distract us from the
recent Ghislaine Maxwell drops and
information.”

We will confess that, with so
much sleazy misbehavior to process,
coming from so many malefactors,
we haven't been able to keep close
track of Gaetz’s remarkable re-
cord. A quick survey makes it clear,
though, that he’s an overachiever.
One would have to be, after all, to
get the attention of Bill Barr’s Justice
Department.

As we understand the current
state of affairs, prosecutors sus-
pect that early in 2018, a Seminole
County tax assessor might have
served as an intermediary between

the Congressman and a number of
young—perhaps too young—wom-
en. Later that year, Gaetz visited the
Bahamas on the tab of a marijuana
entrepreneur, where he is suspected
of having conducted the same sort of
illicit behavior.

We note, without further com-
ment, that Gaetz claims to have
adopted—without benefit of paper-
work—a Cuban immigrant about
20 years old named Nestor Galban.

Though it’s not technically misbe-
havior—it’s not illegal for Members
of Congress to vote however they
like—it does seem relevant that
in 2017 he cast the lone “No” vote
against the Combating Human
Trafficking in Commercial Vehicles
Act.

In his Oscar-winning screenplay,
Herman Mankiewicz used a sled
named “Rosebud” as a theatrical
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device to illuminate the character of
Charles Foster Kane.

Will it help us, then, to better un-
derstand Matt Gaetz, when we learn
that, as a teenager, Peter Weir used
his home as the set for the movie,
“The Truman Show”? Yeah, may-
be not. We're just left wishing we
lived in a world created by Herman
Mankiewicz—or Peter Weir.

Governor Sununu, ever fastidi-
ous, issued a statement saying, “The
Nashua Republican City Com-
mittee should of course rescind
their invitation. I'm surprised the
committee hasn’t already done so.
I certainly will not attend an event
headlined by Representative Gaetz.”

WMUR’s John DiStaso has re-
ported that, as of April 15th, Nash-
ua’s Di Lothrop stands defiant.

Lothrop texted DiStaso, saying “I
just finished my report on Rep. Gae-
tz. We have over 50 people here and
the overwhelming response from
our members was do NOT back
down on our invitation.”

Now, that’s the New Hampshire

Rapid Melting of Glaciers Has
Shifted Earth’s Axis
Kenny Stancil, staff writer, Common
Dreams

Since 1980, the planet’s north
and south poles have moved rough-
ly four meters in distance, and new
research shows that shifts in the
Earth’s rotational axis have acceler-
ated since the 1990s as a result of the
widespread melting of glaciers—a
clear manifestation, scientists say, of
the climate emergency.

“Faster ice melting under global
warming was the most likely cause
of the directional change of the
polar drift in the 1990s,” Shanshan
Deng—a researcher from the In-
stitute of Geographic Sciences and
Natural Resources Research at the
Chinese Academy of Sciences—
told the American Geophysical
Union (AGU) Thursday.

In a study published last month in
the peer-reviewed journal Gegphys-
ical Research Letter, Deng and her
co-authors found that changes in
terrestrial water storage—particular-
ly the accelerated loss of water stored
on land due to melting glaciers—re-
distributed enough of the world’s
mass to drive “the rapid polar drift
toward the east after the 1990s.”

iy

High atop the public-private partnership known as Foundry Place, lurk-
ing around the edges of that barren expanse while collecting open source
intel for an as-yet unannounced project, our Wandering Photographer
was startled by a motionless figure on a moving platform. It could only be
Board Man—having rolled right off the pages of an underground comic by
Spain Rodriguez. What might his mission be? None of our damn business.
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As The Guardian explained Fri-
day: “The planet’s geographic north
and south poles are the point where
its axis of rotation intersects the sur-
face, but they are not fixed. Changes
in how the Earth’s mass is distribut-
ed around the planet cause the axis,
and therefore the poles, to move.

“In the past, only natural factors
such as ocean currents and the con-
vection of hot rock in the deep Earth
contributed to the drifting position
of the poles. But the new research
shows that since the 1990s, the loss
of hundreds of billions of tons of
ice a year into the oceans resulting
from the climate crisis has caused
the poles to move in new directions.

“The scientists found the direction
of polar drift shifted from south-
ward to eastward in 1995 and that
the average speed of drift from 1995
to 2020 was 17 times faster than
from 1981 to 1995.”

The AGU noted that “research-
ers have been able to determine the
causes of polar drifts starting from
2002 based on data from the Grav-

ity Recovery and Climate Experi-
ment (GRACE), a joint mission by
NASA and the German Aerospace
Center, launched with twin satellites
that year and a follow-up mission in
2018

Data from the GRACE satellites
has enabled scientists to “link glacial
melting to movements of the pole
in 2005 and 2012, both following
increases in ice losses,” The Guard-
ian reported. “But Deng’s research
breaks new ground by extending the
link to before the satellite’s launch,
showing human activities have been
shifting the poles since the 1990s,
almost three decades ago.”

While Deng’s team showed
that the accelerated decline in wa-
ter stored on land stemming from
glacial losses “is the main driver” of
polar drift since the 1990s, the re-
searchers wrote that groundwater
depletion in non-glacial regions has
also contributed to the movements.

“Groundwater is stored under
land but, once pumped up for drink-
ing or agriculture, most eventually

Death 1o Rats,

Mice, Roaches, Wa-
ter-Bugs, Beetles,
Ants and ail vermin.

Hotels. dwellings and
granaries cleared in

flows to sea, redistributing its weight
around the world,” 7he Guardian
noted. “In the past 50 years, human-
ity has removed 18 trillion tons of
water from deep underground res-
ervoirs without it being replaced.”

Vincent Humphrey, a climate
scientist at the University of Zurich
who was not involved in the study,
told AGU that the new research
“tells you how strong this mass
change is—it’s so big that it can
change the axis of the Earth.”

This axis shift is too small to affect
daily life, only changing the length
of day by milliseconds.

Nonetheless, other climate ex-
perts such as Jonathan Overpeck of
the University of Arizona, have said
before that the mere fact that the
climate crisis is driving polar move-
ments demonstrates “how real and
profoundly large an impact humans
are having on the planet.”

Licensed under a Creative Com-
mons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Li-
cense. Feel free to republish and share
widely.
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“If You Want to Save the US.PS.,
Fire DeJoy”
Julia Conley, staft writer, Common
Dreams

Citizens for Responsibility and
Ethics in Washington on Thursday
reiterated its call for the ouster of
Postmaster General Louis DeJoy,
the Republican megadonor accused
of attempting to sabotage the U.S.
Postal Service last year as millions of
Americans relied on the agency to
participate in the presidential elec-
tion.

As the House Homeland Secu-
rity and Government Affairs Com-
mittee held a confirmation hearing
for President Joe Biden's three nom-
inees to the U.S.P.S. Board of Gov-
ernors, CREW tweeted numerous
times that DeJoy must be dismissed
and replaced promptly due to his
actions last year and his so-called
“Delivering for America” program,
proposed last month.

“Save the U.S. Postal Service. Fire
Louis DeJoy,” the group later tweet-
ed.

Under “Delivering for Ameri-
ca’—denounced by Sen. Tammy
Duckworth (D-IIL.) as a “pathetic
10-year plan to weaken U.S.P.S.”
DeJoy would raise prices, cut ad-
ministrative costs, and slow down
deliveries.

Biden’s three nominees—Ron
Stroman, Anton Hajjar, and Amber
McReynolds—said in the hearing
that they would prioritize reliable
mail service and took “veiled shots”
at “Delivering for America’—but
declined to say that they would oust
DeJoy, even though the appoint-
ment of all three would give Biden
and the Democrats a 5-4 majority
and control of the board of gover-
nors for the first time since 2016.

Board Chairman Ron A. Bloom,
a former Obama administration
official, and member Lee Moak are
the only Democrats on the board of
governors, but both have expressed
reluctance to dismiss DeJoy.

“The board of governors believes
the postmaster general, in very dif-
ficult circumstances, is doing a good
job,” Bloom told lawmakers in Feb-
ruary.

As the Washington Post reported
Thursday, members of Congress
have been discussing with Biden
administration officials the possi-
bility of the president declining to
nominate Bloom for a second term,
to get rid of what critics have called
“an enabler” of DeJoy.

“There’s a growing number of
people who say, maybe you don't
need to fire all the board, but you
need to be able to create a majority
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to fire DeJoy,” a House aide told the
Post.“And there’s another group say-
ing,when we get enough Democrats
on the board, that will be enough
to maybe slow down some of the
things DeJoy is doing.”

Meanwhile, Moak’s refusal to
discuss his position on DeJoy has
angered Democrats including Rep.
Bill Pascrell (D-N.].), whose office
corresponded with Moak in January
in what became an “acrimonious”
exchange.

“The Congressman is deeply dis-
concerted by the destruction and
degradation of U.S.P.S. over the
course of the past year by Postmas-
ter General DeJoy and the public
silence of the Board of Governors in
the face of it,” wrote Pascrell’s office.
“To that end, an additional question
wed appreciate you clearing up for
us tomorrow: will you move to fire
Postmaster General DeJoy for his
arson, and if not, why not?”

Moak declined to answer the
question and wrote to the Congress-
man, “If you spent more time work-
ing to solve problems than create
them perhaps we would be further
along.”

Licensed under Creative Commons
Attribution-Share Alike 3.0.

U.S.PS. Monitors Social Media Posts
Jake Johnson, staff writer, Common
Dreams

An internal government bulletin
obtained by Yahoo News this week
revealed that the law enforcement
arm of the U.S. Postal Service is
monitoring social media posts as
part of a surveillance operation
known as iCOP, a secretive program
that sparked alarm among rights
groups and civil liberties advocates.

The sensitive bulletin concerns
the U.S. Postal Inspection Service’s
(U.S.PI.S.) recent surveillance of
Facebook, Parler, and Telegram
posts related to the March 20th
World Wide Rally for Freedom and
Democracy, anti-coronavirus lock-
down and anti-vaccine demonstra-
tions organized by far-right groups.

“The federal government’s
sprawling and clandestine surveil-
lance apparatus manifests in a new
way,” tweeted progressive activist
Jordan UhL “These breaches of civil
liberties largely go unchecked be-
cause, again, it targets right-wingers
on Parler, but ultimately threaten
everyone in the long run.”

Jana Winter of Yahoo News re-
ported that the USPIS surveillance

effort “involves having analysts trawl

through social media sites to look
for what the document describes as
‘inflammatory’ postings and then
sharing that information across gov-
ernment agencies.”

Winter wrote on Twitter that
USPIS would not answer questions
about when the social media moni-
toring program began.

“Footnotes in the bulletin citing
their authority say the Attorney
General can give more powers to the
Postmaster General,”Winter noted,
“but [ Justice] wouldn't tell me when
that was either.” Postmaster General
Louis DeJoy,a GOP megadonor, re-
mains under fire for implementing
operational changes that dramati-
cally slowed mail delivery across the
country.

USPIS describes its mission as
enforcing “federal statutes related to
crimes that involve the postal sys-
tem, its employees, and its custom-
ers”and includes in its scope a range
of illegal activities, from mail fraud
to child exploitation. Advocacy or-
ganizations have grown increasingly
worried in recent years about the ex-
panding reach of the Postal Service’s
sprawling mail monitoring program.

Licensed under Creative Commons
Attribution-Share Alike 3.0.

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

“Now is the time to understand more
so that we may fear less.”

— Marie Curie (1867-1934), physicist, chemist

John@uwordpraxis.com

“Guard against the impostures of pretended patriotism.”

— George Washington
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for no particular admiration, but always, if men show
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misfortunes, this is remembered for all times.”

—Xenophon
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Sununu is Resigned, But Won't Resign
Dear Editor:

Governor Sununu has publicly
said: “The state will continue to see
COVID case numbers rise and fall
for years to come due to the hundreds
of thousands of Granite Staters who
choose not to get vaccinated.” He’s hit
that tone of resignation. He’s a father
of at-home children himself, so must
see it as a parent does. Life cannot
return to normal, much as we wish it
and wish it. In Carter’s outlet store at
Tanger Mall they sell packets of masks
for small faces. Our little children now
will grow up wearing masks, because
the pandemic will last for years and
years. We haven’t managed to have
that pull-together culture that coop-
erates to get a hard job done. Conta-
gion lasting and lasting is what a small
group, not getting vaccinated, can
choose for the masses.

Lynn Rudmin Chong

Sanbornton, N.H.

Lynn:

Buck up. Yes, its true, we are all likely
to be unnecessarily saddled into the indef-
inite future with an all~too-frequently

fatal disease, in large part due to the in-

eptitude of a grotesque ignoramus and
his astonishingly large number of gullible
Jfollowers.

But look on the bright side! Our com~
mitment to meaningless slogans has never
been stronger! Think Freedom! Just don’t
ask from what. Think Liberty! Just don’t
try to define it on your own terms. Think
the New Hampshire Advantage! Just
don’t ask to whom it accrues.

The Editor

A Nation in Crisis
To the Editor:

'The Washington Post recently pub-
lished an article pointing out that trust
in institutions—government, media,
the law—has plummeted, and is hav-
ing a measurable effect on Americans,
especially young Americans. For many
close observers, the Post reported, “a
direct line can be drawn from today’s
civics crises to a long-standing failure
to adequately teach American govern-
ment, history and civic responsibility.”
Maybe—but even though a diverse
collection of academics, historians,

teachers and education leaders sub-
scribe to that premise, I think the
problem extends much farther and far
deeper.

In an interview in 1908, Thomas
Alva Edison (1847-1931, a U.S. in-
ventor) stated that “the most necessary
task of civilization is to teach people
how to think.”To paraphrase Edison,
he believed the mind of a child is nat-
urally active and develops through ex-
ercise. That then, he declared, should
be the primary purpose of our public
schools, to encourage original thought,
reasoning and observation, and rely
less on memory.

For a long, long time the Nation-
al Congress of Parents and Teachers
(through local PTA¥) clearly endeav-
ored to achieve that outcome. The
specific aims of the NCPT were to:
Promote the welfare of children and
youth in home, school, church, and
community; To raise the standards of
home life; To secure adequate laws for
the care and protection of children and
youth; To bring into closer relation the
home and the school, that parents and
teachers may cooperate intelligently in
the training of the child and (lastly);
To develop between educators and the
general public such united efforts as
will secure for every child the highest
advantages in physical, mental, social,
and spiritual education. That will seem
hopelessly passé to some citizens, so
19405s.

Contemporary thinking insists
that, as children skip kindergarten,
because of the pandemic, the learning
gap widens. Kindergarten didn't exist
when and where I became of school
age. We began 1st grade late in our
5th year, or early in our 6th, with ba-
sic skills common to the era. We knew
the alphabet, could print and write in
cursive, we knew the colors and knew
how to play (never having heard of
a play therapist). We also knew the
numbers well enough to make change
for a dollar. We had toy cash registers
which required you to distinguish be-
tween coins in order to use it. Approx-
imately 10 years ago I made a 74 cent
purchase in a convenience store during
a power outage. Imagine my surprise

when, after handing the clerk a dollar

bill (a girl I knew to be a high school
graduate), she handed me back four
quarters, four dimes and several pen-
nies. She had no clue what the value of
our coins were after 12 years of school.
I could make change for a dollar (all
of us could) before starting school. Let
that sink in.

A lot of water has passed under the
bridge since I entered 1st grade (1945),
graduated high school (1957), retired
from the Navy (1980), and finished
college (1986). All sorts of political,
psychological, social and medical
theories have been postulated over
the decades to justify what people
simply choose to do. The reasons for
these classy cop-outs are many: polit-
ical agendas (oppression as an excuse
encourages shifts in political pow-
er structures); good business (make
something a disease and you can
collect insurance for treating it or sell
tapes and run workshops about how to
recover from it); a need to disavow evil
intent (we have no control over evil
therefore fear it out of helplessness).
Physicians and therapists often use
the “disease” classification to charge
for treatment—the burden for any
personal responsibility therefore—is
removed.

'The do-gooder, politically correct
mentality teaches you never to hold
anyone accountable for their behav-
ior, immoral conduct, or mistakes. It
means never make anyone feel bad
about anything they do no matter how
harmful it might be to others. Advo-
cates of this dogma assume all actions
are a response to conditions, never a
lack of character, courage, conscience,
morality, values, lifestyle or (Heaven
forbid) choices. They’re wrong.

'The truth is, people choose their ac-
tions and can alter them at will. Noth-
ing negates one’s responsibility for or
requirement to act with integrity. It’s as
simple as that. Albert Einstein (1879-
1955) observed that “children don’t
heed the life experiences of their par-

ents, and nations ignore history. Bad
lessons have to be learned anew.”

‘Throughout recorded history (some
4,000 years of it anyway) the greatest
civilizations bequeathed to their pos-
terity concrete faith supported by a
tangible belief that the young would
carry on the traditions and customs
of their ancestors. In ancient Athens,
upon reaching the age of 17, young
men took an oath known as The
Athenian Oath: “We will never bring
disgrace on this our City by an act of
dishonesty or cowardice. We will fight
for the ideals and Sacred Things of the
City both alone and with many. We
will revere and obey the City’s laws,
and will do our best to incite a like
reverence and respect in those above
us who are prone to annul them or set
them of naught. We will strive increas-
ingly to quicken the public’s sense of
civic duty. Thus in all these ways we
will transmit this City, not only and
not less, but greater and more beautiful
than it was transmitted to us.”

Once upon a time, America was a
prosperous, magnificent federation of
states and, like young Athens, had an
incomparable sense of character, cour-
age, eloquence and honor. We were a
healthy, well-constructed sovereign
nation and we were united and strong
in a very large part because a lot was
expected of our children. I really dont
need to finish that thought for you—
doI?

David L. Snell

Franklin, N.C.

David:

When the alleged editor was much
younger he was sometimes amused at
what he perceived as the crotchety opin-
ions of a_few of his elders—though, to
be fair, it must be said that some of those
worthies may have been born during the
administration of the magnificently-be-
whiskered Chester A. Arthur.

Now that he has accrued the signﬁers,
at least, of maturity, if not its substance,
he finds himself; as he reads your letter,
nodding in sage recognition.

Thank you for writing.

The Editor

SitRep on The Battle to Save Forest Lake
Dear Editor:

On Friday, April 9th, an historic
moment took place with the passage
of HB177 in the New Hampshire
House. Despite HB177 coming out
of the GOP-controlled Environment
and Agriculture committee as ITL
(Inexpedient To Legislate), along par-
ty lines 10-9, representatives from both
parties worked behind the scenes, on
the last day of the House session, to
overturn the I'TL and PASS HB177
with bi-partisan support, 197-159.In
light of the fact that this battle to save
Forest Lake State Park is now entering
its third year, perhaps now is a good
time to connect the dots and tally the
score.

Since Casella Waste Systems first
introduced itself to Dalton on April
3,2019, when it attempted to sneakily
cut out neighboring abutters, includ-
ing New Hampshire State Parks, in
order to circumvent the notification
process required during the permit-
ting process via a failed, “lot-line ad-
justment,” much has occurred since,
and its important to make note.
For the record, there was no initial,
multi-million dollar offer to the Town
of Dalton. In fact, Casella chose this
site simply because it found a large
landowner willing to sell to them in a
small, poor, rural town with no zoning.
They thought they could get in cheap
and with little opposition.

However, less than four months
later, the citizens of Dalton changed
that when they voted, via a petitioned
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