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The Fortnightly Rant

An Unexpected Inevitability

P eople used to expect that sooner
or later, chickens would come
home to roost. Recently studies have
shown, however, that if you leave
Republicans in charge too long,
chickens mutate into vultures.

After a prolonged period of un-
certainty—the likes of which have
not been seen since the ignominious
end of Reconstruction—the basic
elements of our immediate future
finally seem clear: the incumbent
administration will only be in charge
for another three days and a wakeup.

Ordinarily that’s not so long.
When you're staked out in the des-
ert, though, as vultures circle over-
head, ordinary does not apply.

'This is not to say that we, as a na-
tion, are necessarily doomed. In fact,
in many ways, things are looking up.
It’s just that, as with so many other
metrics—the distribution of wealth,
income, health care, and education;
the burden of hazardous employ-
ment and military service—extreme
outcomes seem to be the rule lately.

Physicists say that to understand
light it must be considered as both
a wave and a particle. In our effort
to get a grip the writhing chaos of
January 6th, we will look at it, exper-
imentally, as two events happening
simultaneously: an aufogolpe*and a
MAGA Insurrection.

Let us first consider, here, the au-
togolpe, applying this term, borrowed
from the Spanish, to the phase of
the operation which was being con-
ducted inside the White House and
the Capitol by the President and his
supporters who hold elected office.

In the Alleged News® we will dig
into the MAGA Insurrection, car-
ried out by supporters of the Presi-
dent who do not, for the most part,

* Autogolpe: noun, autd(v) golper. In Latin
America: a military coup initiated or abet-
ted by a country’s elected leader, especially
in order to establish absolute control of the
state. — Lexico Oxford English and Spanish
Dictionary.

hold elected office.

'This Solomonic division is clearly
arbitrary, and perhaps it is even ca-
pricious. It allows us to ask two in-
teresting questions, though.

Was the MAGA Insurrection
designed and fomented to provide
cover for the autogolpe?

And, was the autogolpe defeated
by the furry, horned, and bloody
spectacularity of the MAGA Insur-
rection?

Eons ago, on December 21st,
Politico published an article head-
lined, “House Republicans meet
with Trump to discuss overturning
election results; Trump loyalists are
planning a last stand Jan. 6.

“President Donald Trump hud-
dled with a group of congressional
Republicans at the White House on
Monday,” Melanie Zanona wrote,
“where they strategized over a last-
ditch effort to overturn the election
results next month, according to
several members who attended the
meeting.”

“Rep. Mo Brooks (R-Ala.)—
who is spearheading the long-shot
push to overturn the election re-
sults in Congress—organized the
trio of White House meetings,
which lasted over three hours and
included roughly a dozen lawmak-
ers. The group also met with Vice
President Mike Pence. .. lawmakers
noshed on a mid-afternoon snack of
meatballs and pigs in a blanket [as]
Trump talked with members for
over an hour about how Jan. 6 will
play out.”

According to one second-term
Congresswoman, January 6th played
out as it did, at least in part, because
Members of Congress served as a
link between the autogolpe and the
MAGA Insurrection.

Because of the catastrophical-
ly-mishandled coronavirus pan-
demic, public tours of the Capitol
building have been shut down since
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March. On a live webcast Tuesday
evening, though, Rep. Mikie Sherrill
[D-NJ.] alleged that members of
Congress had guided groups of peo-
ple through the Capitol on January
5th, doing “reconnaissance for the
next day.” Sherrill knows reconnais-
sance; she flew Sea King helicopters
for nine years in the U.S. Navy.

On Wednesday she and 33 other
Members sent a letter to the Ser-
geants at Arms of the House and the
Senate, and the Acting Chief of the
Capitol Police, requesting an imme-
diate investigation of the “unusually
large groups of people throughout
the Capitol who could only have
gained access to the Capitol Com-
plex from a Member of Congress
or a member of their staff.” Some-
how looters found the unmarked,
third-floor office of House Majority
Whip Jim Clyburn (D-S.C.), and
stole his iPad; Rep. Ayanna Presley
[D-Mass.] discovered that the pan-

ic buttons had been removed from

her office. It’s probably just a coinci-
dence, but Clyburn and Pressley are
both Black.

Politicohas reported that Rep. Tim
Ryan (D-Ohio) “said he’s aware of
‘a couple’ names of colleagues who
are being eyed as potentially giving
tours to the would-be insurrection-
ists. But he said he wouldn't name
them yet.”

On the morning of January 5th,
at 7:52 a.m., Rep. Lauren Boe-
bert [R-Colo.] tweeted, “Remem-
ber these next 48 hours. These are
some of the most important days in
American history.” At 8:30 a.m. on
the 6th she followed up with “Today
is1776.”

So, yes, things do look kind of bad.
But cheer up—they could always
be worse. We've been thumbing
through the latest version—De-
cember 3, 2020—of Defense Prim-
er: Command and Control of Nuclear
Forces, published by the Congressio-
nal Research Service. It says, “The

U.S. President has sole authority to
authorize the use of U.S. nuclear
weapons. ... The President can seek
counsel from his military advisors
[but their] job is to give advice, while
the authority to order a launch lies
with the president.

“The President does not need the
concurrence of either his military
advisors or the U.S. Congress to or-
der the launch of nuclear weapons.
In addition, neither the military nor
Congress can overrule these orders.
... [Q]Juestions about the legality of
the order...are more likely to lead
to consultations and changes in the
President’s order than to a refusal
by the military to execute the order.
... The President could delegate the
authority to authorize the use of nu-
clear weapons to others in the chain-
of-command. . .but they also could
not overrule the President.”

Look at it this way: if we make it
past Tuesday, the odds of a nuclear
war will probably drop dramatically!

The Alleged News®

How do you spell “Reichstag” in American?

he day before MAGA Insur-
rectionists bashed their way
into the Capitol building—murder-
ing a cop in the process—a curious
posting appeared on the website of
their Fiihrer, whitehouse.gov:
“Antifa activists have brutally
attacked our law-abiding friends,
neighbors, and business owners, and
destroyed historic landmarks that
our communities have cherished
for decades. This violence and law-
lessness has no place in the United
States and will be called out for the
domestic terrorism that it is. Today,
President Donald J. Trump signed a
memorandum to ensure that Fed-
eral officials assess actions of Antifa
activists in light of Federal laws that
restrict the entry of aliens associat-
ed with terrorist organizations and
aliens intent on criminal activity.

President Trump will not allow An-
tifa, or any terrorist organization, to
destroy our great country.”

'The day after the riot, MediaMat-
ters reports, “the Washington Times
published an article, which was cited
by some Republicans, claiming that
‘a retired military officer’ reported
that a facial recognition technolo-
gy company had identified ‘antifa’
members among the insurrection-
ists. The firm in question called the
story ‘outright false, demanded a re-
traction, and the Washington Times
unpublished and retracted the story
on January 8th, before republishing
it with a correction.

'The Washington Post’s Fact Check-
er determined in June that, as of that
date, there had “not yet been a single
confirmed case in which someone
who self-identifies as antifa led vio-

lent acts at any of the protests across
the country.” But, of course, no one
believes the Post except members of
the fact-based community:.

'The Washington Times correction
had little apparent effect on Sinclair
Broadcast Group, a Right Wing
cablemrewsnetwork propaganda
spigot. MediaMatters found that
“Sinclair aired these false claims
days after the retraction and cor-
rection were made,” airing it “on at
least 66 Sinclair-owned or -operat-
ed stations in at least 39 states and
Wiashington, D.C., several days
later—between January 9th-11th—
according to a transcript search of
the Kinetiq video database.”

In October, 2020, U.S. attorney
Erica MacDonald charged Ivan
Harrison Hunter, a 26-year-old
Texas resident, with traveling across

state lines to participate in a riot., ac-
cording to The Guardian.

“The charges are the latest ex-
ample of far-right extremists at-
tempting to use violence to escalate
national protests against police bru-
tality into an uprising against the
government, and even full civil war.”
Hunter is a self-described Boogaloo
Boi.

In June, NBC News reported
that Staff Sgt. Steven Carrillo, 32,
had been charged with murder and
attempted murder in the killing of
tederal officer Dave Patrick Un-
derwood, 53. Another officer was
wounded. Both were members of
Homeland Security’s Federal Pro-
tective Service. They were shot with
an AR-15, privately manufactured
without a serial number.

“Investigators found inside Car-

rillo’s vehicle a ballistic vest with a
patch on it that featured an igloo
and a Hawaiian-style print,” the
NBC report said, “symbols asso-
ciated with the far-right extremist
‘Boogaloo’ movement, according to
his federal complaint.”

So, yeah—antifa: a big threat. In
totally unrelated news, Rush Lim-
baugh had this to say on Monday
afternoon:

“Georgia has been overrun by
people leaving the northeast. There
are stories all over the news about
how Democrats were being targeted
to move to Georgia, to establish resi-
dency there for the singular purpose
of electing these two Communists

to the Senate. And they did it.”

The Alleged News®
to page two
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Now For Some Real News

It’s all very entertaining to read
thrilling, accurate, fact-based, news
stories about low-information larp-
ers* failing—so far—to overthrow
a duly-elected government in the
name of patriotism and the Consti-
tution. Entertaining, if more than a
little confusing. ...

It’s best, though, to ensure that
our news diets are well balanced. So,
dear reader, it’s vegetable time—as
in, at the rate things are going, pretty
soon we'll be lucky to getem.

While everyone’s been distract-
ed by the other horrors of 2020,
i.e.,, the pandemic, the wheezing
economy, &c., &c., the biggest ex-
istential threat we face—other than
a deranged President launching
4,312 nuclear warheads because no
one brought him his MacDonald’s
hamburger—is the climate we're
still wrecking.

For authoritative reporting on
this issue we turn to Berkeley Earth,

* Larper: noun. A person who plays live ac-
tion role-playing games. Larpers physically
portray characters, and act out the plot of
the game.

a California-based non-profit re-
search organization which has been
preparing independent analyses of
global mean temperature changes
since 2013.

Berkeley Earth has just released
its report on global mean tempera-
ture during 2020. It’s about as bad as
you might expect.

2020

In keeping with its performance in
all other known metric realms, 2020
was a rotten year, thermally speak-
ing.
“We conclude,” Berkeley Earth
writes rather drily, “that 2020 was
nominally the second warmest year
on Earth since 1850. Our estimate
of the global mean temperature in
2020 was slightly colder than 2016,
but warmer than every other year
that has been directly measured.
However, the difference between
2020 and 2016 was only 0.022 °C.
'This is smaller than the 0.045 °C
uncertainty on our ability to mea-
sure the global average temperature
in 2020. This means that 2020 and
2016 could also be regarded as effec-
tively tied.”

Duet for Windbags: William Barr, then-Attorney General of the United
States, yucks it up by playing the bagpipes before addressing United States
Az‘z‘orneys in Washington, D. C. on June 26, 2019. He was accompanied by
the Emerald Society Pipes and Drums Band of the New York Police De-
partment. Ten days earlier, Barr had ruled against his own Civil Rights
Division, which had sought to bring charges against New York C'z'z‘y Police
Oﬁicer Daniel Pantaleo. Pantaleo had been videotaped on July 7, 2014
putting a chokehold on Eric Garner for selling loose cigarettes. Garner died;
his death was ruled a homicide. His last words were, “I can’t breathe.”
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"Music to Your Ears"

Supporting the New Hampshire Gazette and
the radical notion of freedom of the press
I also build and repair speakers

How Youell

7 Kelsey Road, Lee NH - 603 659 5335

{sIcHALE

E3/MUSICHALL 3 @MUSICHALL &3/MUSICHALLNH

The arts are vital to our vibrant Seacoast community.
Please consider supporting your many local arts and
culture organizations in this time of crisis.

Gathering together to experience the arts is the heart
and soul of what we do here at The Music Hall.
We are ever grateful for the unwavering support of our
community, and look forward to seeing you when our
doors reopen.

603.436.2400 - THEMUSICHALL.ORG
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'The last six years have included all
of the six warmest years directly ob-
served: 2020 was the 2nd warmest;
2019 was the 3rd warmest; 2018 was
the 6th warmest; 2017 was the 4th
warmest; 2016 was the warmest; and
2015 was the 5th warmest.

We presume that Berkeley Earth
focuses its efforts on temperature
because rising temperatures have
been shown to be the root cause
of changes we're seeing in our cli-
mate. Those changes in the climate
are causing storms to worsen, to a
calamitous degree. The only way to
fight this trend would seem to be re-
straining the release of greenhouse
gasses.

Unfortunately, the release of
greenhouse gasses has proven, over
the past century or so, to be vastly
profitable, because the industry do-
ing the releasing has been allowed to
externalize the environmental cost
of doing so.

That little oversight has created
an entire sector of our economy,and,
therefore has accrued political pow-

er commensurate with its wealth.
'The industrialists who profit from
this arrangement seem reluctant to
allow our political system to change
its regulatory regime in such as way
as to prevent a climatic catastrophe.

For some reason the scientists at
Berkeley Earth do not mention any
of this....

Oh, yeah—that’s our job.

For the full, de-Gazettified version
of this report, see berkeleyearth.org.
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This graph shows the global average temperature from 1850 to the present.
In other words, it begins shortly l)efore the execrable presidency of New
Hampshire’s own Franklin Pierce. The temperature remains stable un-
til Warren G. Harding’s inauguration. Even the untrained eye can see
a moderate upward trend, until about the time Ronald Reagan opened
his presidential campaign in Nashoba County, Mississippi in the general
vicinity of the site where James Chaney, Andrew Goodman, and Michael
Schwerner were murdered in 1964. /ﬂﬁer that, things really went to hell.
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CENTENNIAL
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A community center for the arts,
club meeting place and host to
many.

105 POST RD
NORTH HAMPTON, NH 03862

WWW.CENTENNIALHALL.ORG
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est examples of a cast-iron facade in Port- Support
land, Oregon, was built in 1885. Listed in .
the National Register of Historic Places, P rogressive
it was restored in 1981 by Russell Fellows Journalism
Properties, the principals of which enjoy a
subscription to this newspaper. and
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Black Heritage Trail Expands
'The Black Heritage Trail of New

Hampshire (BHTNH) has an-
nounced the further expansion of
the Trail into Andover, New Hamp-
shire.

Potter Place, a village in Ando-
ver, is named for, and contains the
homestead and gravesite of, Richard
Potter (1783-1835), a well-known
black magician and ventriloquist
of the early 19th century, who trav-
eled and performed successfully
throughout America. He was the
first American-born magician to
achieve fame in this country and is
widely considered to have been the
first African-American celebrity.

'The Andover Historical Society,
located in Potter Place, has now
raised the funds for a bronze plaque,
expected to be installed this fall,
commemorating Potter’s life and
work.

As Andover gains a plaque, Ports-
mouth will gain a sculpture.

In 2018, the Andover Historical
society held a retrospective of the
work of Andover resident Winslow
Eaves. A renowned American sculp-
tor, Eaves (1922-2003) and his wife
Faye moved their family to Andover
in 1952 when he took a position at
Dartmouth. They became beloved
members of the community; Eaves
built a reputation as one of the finest
and most independent-minded art-

ists in New England.

A sculpture by Eaves will now
become a part of the BHTNH per-
manent collection and will be on
display at its statewide headquarters
in Portsmouth when it reopens to
the public in the summer.

'The sculpture, a 2.5 foot ceramic
figure of famed contralto Marion
Anderson, “reminds me how deep-
ly art can make us feel injustice and
learn to act,” according to its donor,
Dana Dakin. “Clearly; art leads the
way in expressing injustice.”

JerriAnne Boggis, BHTNH
executive director, explained the
background of the gift, “Marian
Anderson was such an important
figure in the struggle for civil rights.
She may be most well known for her
1939 concert at the Lincoln Memo-
rial, arranged after the Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR)
refused to allow her to sing at its
Constitution Hall, DAR member
Eleanor Roosevelt publicly resigned,
NAACP leader Walter White sug-
gested the idea of an outdoor con-
cert, and Secretary of the Interior
Harold Ickes led Anderson to the
stage on April 9,1939.”That concert
was the muse for Eaves’sculpture of
Anderson. Dakin purchased it from
Eaves in 2000.

More information is available by
calling (603) 570-8469, or visiting
www.BlackHeritage TrailNH. org.
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STOMACH TO SEE THE VIDEO 4@AND
THAT OFFICER OBVIOUSLY

The Flag Police, having diligently scrutinized 4 U.S. Code § 8 - Respect
for Flag yet again, can report with conﬁdence that it contains no provision
under which an officer of the United States Capitol Police can lawfully be
beaten, clubbed, or impaled with the Flag of the United States, or any pole
or other fixture to which it may be attached.
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Law and Disorder the whole thing is a must-read, at The Newsprint Withdrawal Blues

If the year 2021 does nothing else,
it should hammer shut forever the
coffin holding the remains of the
Rpublican Party’s claim to support-
ing law and order.

As Exhibit A in defense of this
proposition, we offer a few words
from Wall Street on Parade, a finan-
cial news site created, owned and
maintained by former New Hamp-
shire residents Russ and Pam Mar-
tens. Its mission is to help “level the
playing field between Wall Street
and the 99 percent. Wall Street is a
jungle of devices to effect an insti-
tutionalized wealth transfer system.
'The goal of this web site is to provide
the jungle guide to the 99 percent
in the hope of bringing about citi-
zen-inspired change.”

The title of Thursday’s post: “The
Untold Story of How the Repub-
lican Attorneys General Associ-
ation, Funded with Large Sums
from Corporate Felons, Including
OxyContin Drug Pusher Purdue,
Participated in Recruiting the Mob
that Attacked the Capitol.”

We'll just hit some high points,

hittps://bit.hy/3010miz.

“When one thinks of a group
with the word ‘Association’in their
name,” write the Martens, “it in-
vokes the idea that this is a fraternal
organization or a trade association.
What doesn't come to mind is that
it is a campaign financing group to
elect Republican Attorneys Gener-
al—the highest law enforcement of-
ficer in a state—by taking vast sums
of money from the very companies
committing crimes in those states.
But that is what RAGA has been
doing for many years now.”

Needless to say, the Martens
provide the sordid details: Pur-
due Pharma, big tobacco, Koch-
aligned money-spigots, &c. A unit
of RAGA then made robocalls on
January 5th, calling on the gullible
to join a so-called “March to Save
America™—“[M]arch to the Capi-
tol building and call on Congress to
stop the steal.”

Most of RAGA’s funding comes
from the Judicial Crisis Network,
which in turn has been funded by
the Wellspring Network, which....

One might think that after ten
months without handling a single
fresh bundle of newsprint, we'd be
climbing the newsroom walls. But,
as is so often the case, one would be
wrong.

Oh, we would far prefer to be
wheeling papers up Congress Street,
slinging bundles and half-bundles
about with wild abandon and insin-
uating whatever it is we do here into
the material world. Confinement in
this weightless, no-dimensional dig-
ital realm is a bit like having covid—
it’s as if we've lost our sense of taste.

Of course that could just be our
cooking. Oh, for a Ceres Caesar sal-
ad.... We even miss lurking around
the Volunteer Distributor’s unofti-
cial Union Hall, eavesdropping on
the scheming as we grab a cup of
‘Goats.

In the greater scheme of things,
though, we understand: to para-
phrase Rick Blaine, our problems
don’t amount to a hill of beans in
this crazy world. So, we'll just keep
plugging along until we can get that
mighty web press rolling again.

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote
“Let’s have trial by combat.”

- Rudy Giuliani, January 6, 2021, outside the White House,
inciting a crowd to march to the U.S. Capitol Building

John@uwordpraxis.com

“No drug, not even alcohol, causes the fundamental ills of society. If we’re look-
ing for the source of our troubles, we shouldn’t test people for drugs, we should
test them for stupidity, ignorance, greed and love of power.”

—P.J. O'Rourke

North River Woodworks
Portsmouth, NH — (603) 682-4443

Local Craftsmanship

ceies hakery

51 Penhallow Street, Portsmouth, NH 603 436 6518
Check our website for today’s specials! www.ceresbakery.com

Open 7 days!

“It is the courage to make a clean breast of it in the face of every ques-
tion that makes the philosopher. He must be like Sophocles’ Oedipus,
who, seeking enlightenment concerning his terrible fate, pursues his
indefatigable inquiry even though he divines that appalling horror

awaits him in the answer. But most of us carry with us the Jocasta in
our hearts, who begs Oedipus, for God’s sake, not to inquire further.”

— Arthur Shopenhauer,
writing to Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, November, 1819

— Not-So-Random Thoughts from an Oregon Subscriber
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BOOKSTORE
A Constantly-Changing Selection
of
New & Used Books
in both
Hard Cover & Paperback

Your Coffee, Ice Cream, Children
&9 Pets Are All Welcome

Store Hours
Mon - Sat: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sun: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

32 Daniel St « (603) 431-2100
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Herrmace TraiL
New HaMPSHIRE

H istory In Pro gTess

Raising awareness of New Hampshires Black History
to build inclusive communities today

Give the Gift of History — Come Shop with Us!
Visit blackheritagetrailnh.org

Black Heritage Trail of New Hampshire

222 Court Street, Portsmouth NH 03801 | 603-570-8469

As soon as it's safe for them to do so, our volunteer distributors
will resume bringing this newspaper to following locations:

Concord:

The State House Visitor’s Center,
Gibson’s Book Store, 45 S. Main St.
Concord COOP Grocery Store, 24 S. Main St.
Concord Public Library, 45 Green St.
Franklin Pierce Law School, 2 White St.

Hanowver:
Hanover Public Library, 13 South St.
Keene:
Keene Public Library, 60 Winter St.

Lebanon:
Lebanon Public Library, 9 E. Park St.
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An Open Letter to Senator Susan Collins

Senator Susan Collins:

I join millions of New Englanders
and hundreds of thousands of your
Maine constituents in calling on you
to demand the removal of President
Donald Trump by the provisions of
the Twenty-fifth Amendment of the
United States Constitution. This man
is guilty of sedition, pathological dis-
honesty, hate speech and insurrection
against the United States government
and his people.

Donald J. Trump has violated his
oath of office in countless ways. It is
time for you to uphold yours.

Reread the Preamble to the Con-
stitution, madam Senator. Do what is
your duty: to establish justice, insure
domestic tranquility, provide for the
common defense, promote the gener-
al welfare, and secure the blessings of
liberty to ourselves and our posterity,
allowing a criminal to remain in the
White House would constitute dere-
liction of your duty.

President Trump must go. If you en-
able his sedition and insurrection with
silence or glib rationalizations, your
legacy will be irreparably tarnished
on a par with that of Senators Cruz,
Hawley, Scott, Hyde-Smith, Marshall,
Tuberville, Kennedy and Lummis, all
of whom voted to overturn the will
of the people, made clear in certified
elections in several states. These sen-
ators are, by having actively supported
Mr. Trump’s denigration of the most
secure and accurately tabulated presi-
dential election in history, accomplices
to the violent insurrection of January
6th. As such they are seditionists.

I demand that you do what is man-
ifestly your duty this time, for the sake
of this nation and its people and for
your legacy as an elected leader duty
bound to the Constitution. I demand
that you denounce the sedition of
these senators and call for the removal
of Donald Trump from the presidency.

Senator Collins, there is no politi-
cally expedient way out to make nice
with reactionaries who ignore the facts
of Donald Trump’s malfeasance, while
also maintaining an appearance of du-
tifulness to moderates. Playing it down
the middle with nice words won't cut

it this time.

You can choose to make a state-
ment against the lies and hate speech
of Donald Trump and the defiling
of our Capitol that he and a cabal of
your senate colleagues instigated. It is
time for you and scores of your senate
colleagues of good conscience to sum-
mon the courage and conviction to
take actions that make that statement.

Do the right thing, Senator. Re-
member what your parents and the
people who taught you in publicly
funded schools taught you. Be worth
of the legacy of Margaret Chase
Smith, George Mitchell and Edmund
Muskie.

Mark Trafton

Exeter, N.H.

Mark:

Though some nit-pickers might object
to a Granite Stater presuming to instruct
a Senator from Maine, we endorse your
admonition. Judging from past experi-
ence, getting the Senator to do the right
thing may require all hands on deck.

The Editor

No Respect for War Crimes
To the Editor:

It is never right to celebrate war
crimes. Regardless of the cause, it is
wrong to justify the murder of civilians
(men, women and children) in a war
zone, just because the perpetrators are
intimidated in a foreign environment
that they voluntarily put themselves
into. Pardoning someone who has
committed such a crime, which under
international law is a war crime, is an
outrage and does great harm to the
reputation of the United States world-
wide including our military.

But that is exactly what President
Trump has done. He did this by de-
ciding to pardon four Blackwater con-
tractors, including Rochester native
Evan Liberty, who were properly tried
and convicted by a jury of the equiv-
alent of war crimes when his group
killed dozens and wounded many
Iraqi civilians during an incident in
2007 at Nisour Square in Baghdad.

'These Blackwater contractors were
not part of the U.S. military. In fact,
my U.S. army veteran son, who served
in Iraq, told me that these contractors

were despised by the regular U.S. mil-
itary because they operated without
oversight or accountability and were
paid at least twice as much as our U.S.
military members to boot. Also, after
every serious incident caused by these
contractors (like the 2007 incident),
it was the regular U.S. army, like my
son, who had to clean-up after them,
and who had to deal with the wrath
of the Iraqi people involved. The reg-
ular army, if involved in such incidents
as that of the contractors, would have
been court-martialed and imprisoned.

In addition, while the President
does have the right to pardon, there
is a pardon process that candidates go
through to determine if there is good
reason for granting a pardon. Good
reasons would include: a miscarriage
of justice, a perceived punishment
that was too severe, or circumstances
deemed unfair. All of these go hand
and hand with a candidate’s remorse
for their actions. The President sub-
verted that process by ignoring it en-
tirely, and has made clear to the world
that he does not abide laws of decency
or international laws, if they do not
serve his purposes.

We should not join him, by extend-
ing any respect to those who commit
such war crimes.

Rep. Peter Somssich, District 27

Portsmouth, N.H.

Peter:

Some New Hampshire residents
might be tempted to cut a local resident
serving in a war zone a little slack; we
know we are—tempted. Generations of
Iraqis, though, are sure to remember the
Nisour Square incident as an entirely un-

Justified massacre conducted by arrogant
American criminals—and theyre right.

Trump’s pardon overturned the results of
a fair trial.

Justice will come when the George
W.[MD] Bush administration and Eric
Prince face the consequences of their pri-
vatization of military affairs.

The Editor

Don’t Fear Change, Embrace It
To the Editor:

‘Those of us who watched the inva-
sion of our nation’s Capitol were hor-
rified, but many commentators have
reported it was shocking but not sur-
prising. Many who watched Donald
Trump campaign and “govern” didn’t
have to be warned that something like
this might happen. I have followed
the growth of fascism in other coun-
tries since my pre-teen years. Political
change doesn’t happen quickly. Au-
thoritarians need to dehumanize their
“enemies” first. I have seen this per-
sonally as many in my grandmother’s
Jewish family were killed as a result of
the work of authoritarian rulers.

In New Hampshire, Dawn John-
son, a newly elected representative
to the New Hampshire legislature
from Laconia, posted an article on
social media from 7he Daily Stormer,
a neo-Nazi publication. (Recovered
trom http.//indepthnh.org/2020/12/14/
sununu-condemns-rep~jobnson-neo-na-
zi-defends) “[ Andrew] Anglin [the ar-
ticle’s author from 7he Daily Stormer]
has said his goal is to use the Internet
to normalize his far-right ideology
so that it is acceptable to most main-
stream people.” Johnson has removed
the posting and issued a public apolo-
gy. I shudder to think that she is also
on the Laconia school board.

Others in New Hampshire made
the news as participants or support-
ers of the domestic terrorists who
travelled to Washington for the pro-
Trump demonstration. According
to numerous media reports, Thomas
Gallagher of Bridgewater, N.H. was
arrested for non-lawful entry at the
Capitol Building. Also, the police chief
of Troy, N.H., David Ellis, attended
the right-wing Washington demon-
stration, according to New Hampshire

Public Radio. And a former Republi-

can candidate for the Sullivan County
Commission, Jeremy Harrell, said that
he “is proud of people who stormed
the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday.”

While people might have legitimate
reasons for supporting a more conser-
vative ideology than I would, I think
we should all agree that denigrating
groups like Blacks, Jews, Mexicans,
Muslims, immigrants, women, and
the disabled has consequences that
few of us would support. There is a de-
mographic and political change hap-
pening in this country. Let’s welcome
and cheer it!

Judy Ullman

Portsmouth, N.H.

Judy:

We couldn’t agree more: demographic
change will eventually sort a lot of this
out—yprovided that global warming,
pandemics, and nuclear war don't kill us
all off first. As you say, though, until that
time comes, it’5 best to keep a sharp eye out
for Nazis!

The Editor

The Other Phone Call
To the Editor:

Call it treason; call it Sedition; call
it illegal (a breaking of laws); call it an
Impeachable Offense...but don't call
it “just Trump being Trump”!

'The widely-publicized extortion call
President Trump made to Georgia’s
Secretary of State and other Georgia
election officials (his 19th attempt
to reach and threaten them to “find
11,780 votes” to overturn the election)
was/is a clear abuse of Presidential au-
thority and power; end of story!

If you do believe it is a case of “Just
T being T,” then you must not believe
any of President Trump’s efforts, be-
haviors, or actions are to subvert and
undermine our democracy and to sow
damage and distrust in our democrat-
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