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Red Scare 2020

The Fortnightly Rant

The Big Flip-Out
Let’s see…which of the current 

uncontrolled catastrophes is 
most Rant-worthy? So many to 
choose from…. 

Oh hell—why decide? Why not 
select “All of the above”? 

No, that won’t work, either. Our 
newsroom operating system, such 
as it is, can’t begin to track all the 
known threats: instability in both 
the climate and the global econo-
my; the extinction of a wide variety 
of species, newspapers included; the 
laughable inadequacy of our kill-
er asteroid detection system; the 
complete absence of a killer aster-
oid response; the emergence of the 
Covid-19 virus…. Creating such a 
system would probably be of no use, 
anyway—the one that gets us will 
most likely be the one we don’t see 
coming! 

Ah, well…. No one gets out of 
this life alive, as we all know, and as 
Werner Twertzog reminds us. So, 
let’s just exercise our will and pro-
ceed as if we’ll live forever. After 
all—we have, so far!

Earlier this month, the journal 
Conservation Biology published a 
cheery little item headlined “Scien-
tists’ warning to humanity on insect 
extinctions.” Apparently half a mil-
lion insect species may be doomed. 
Humans are said to be the primary 
cause, through encroachment on 
their habitat and degradation of it. 
Another threat mentioned: insecti-
cides. There’s a shocker.

In a chilling bit of symmetry, if we 
kill off the bees, we’re next because 
one-third of our global food supply 
depends on bees for pollination. Not 
to anthropomorphize or anything, 
but a recent story suggests that a 
certain variety of Apis mellifera may 
be taking this matter into its own 
ovipositors. 

On February 22nd, someone in 
Pasadena called 911 over a single bee 

sting—which will sound silly only to 
those unfamiliar with anaphylactic 
shock. When paramedics arrived 
on the scene they were attacked by a 
swarm of 40,000 Africanized killer 
bees. Five people were hospitalized. 

In other random bug news, it 
seems that two years ago a succes-
sion of storms in the Empty Quarter 
of the Arabian Peninsula turned that 
dry and desolate region into a locust 
incubator. Now they’ve hatched, 
they’re hungry, and they’re in Ken-
ya, Ethiopia, and Somalia, where 
people were already vulnerable to 
food shortages. Keith Cressman, the 
U.N. Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation’s Senior Locust Forecasting 
Officer, told NPR that a swarm of 
locusts the size of Manhattan can 
eat, in a single day, as much food as 
everyone in New York and Califor-
nia combined. 

Of course, killer bees and locusts 
present localized threats and are 
visible to the naked eye. Another, 
far smaller bug has most of us con-
cerned at the moment.

Monday, Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus, the gloriously-named and 
magnificently-titled Director-Gen-
eral of the World Health Organi-
zation, was quoted on NPR saying, 
“Does this virus have pandemic 
potential? Absolutely it has. Are we 
there yet from our assessment? Not 
yet.” 

Tuesday, the CDC advised that 
“current global circumstances sug-
gest it is likely that this virus will 
cause a pandemic.” Why not? It’s 
already caused a panic.

As a journalistic enterprise, it is 
our sworn duty only to report what 
has actually happened, in an abso-
lutely objective manner. That said, 
we’ll predict this: nothing good will 
come from Covid-19, nothing ex-
cept this: President Trump, around 
whom, in his own mind, the entire 

universe revolves, has made the 
Dow a central pillar of his re-elec-
tion campaign. He acts like he’s got a 
one-way dial on his desk that nudg-
es the number up. A week ago the 
Dow looked pretty good—for peo-
ple with fat stock portfolios. People 
working three jobs, without health 
insurance? They should get another 
job. 

Words mean nothing to El Presi-
dente, of course, but for the record, in 
November, 2012, he tweeted, “If the 
Dow drops 1,000 in two days the 
President should be impeached im-
mediately.” Between last Friday and 
yesterday morning, the Dow had 
dropped more than 2,700 points. 

Let us all now bow our heads and 
give thanks to Richard Nixon, Hen-
ry Kissinger, and capitalism, through 
whose good graces the global econo-

my was reconfigured around China, 
which is run by a nominally-com-
munistic autocracy. 

Trump has far less control over 
the stock market than he thinks, 
of course. Unfortunately, he has al-
ready had a considerable amount 
of control over our response to 
Covid-19—and not in a good way.

Independent journalist Judd Le-
gum reported Tuesday that in 2018, 
Trump fired Rear Adm. [Ret.] 
Tim Ziemer, the National Security 
Council’s Senior Director of Global 
Health Security. Regarded as “one of 
the most quietly effective leaders in 
public health,” he was not replaced. 
Then Trump eliminated the NSC’s 
entire global health security unit. 
Tom Bossert, Ziemer’s counterpart 
at the Department of Homeland 
Security, was also dismissed, along 

with his team.
“In addition to firing experts,” 

Legum wrote, “Trump also slashed 
funding for the CDC’s epidemic 
prevention activities, forcing the 
agency to end its work in 39 out of 
49 countries.

“One of the countries where the 
CDC had to end its work? China.”

Not to worry, though. Trump says 
we’ll have a vaccine for “Caronavi-
rus” soon. Health experts say a year 
would be more likely, but hey—
they’re not President. 

Better start saving up, Bunky. 
HHS Secretary Alex Azar won’t 
promise you’ll be able to afford it. 
“[W]e can’t control that price,” said 
the former head of Eli Lilly, “be-
cause we need the private sector to 
invest…. Price controls won’t get us 
there.”

With Iowa, New Hampshire, 
and Nevada out of the way, 

the Democratic Primary campaign 
is taking shape; Lord, we hope our 
heart can take it. We characterized 
this job, in the Clinton era, as “being 
strapped in the cheap seats, watch-
ing the glacier races.” Well, the gla-
ciers are racing now, and politics are 
finally about something. It’s thrill-
ing—by which we mean terrifying.

Iowa’s results were ambiguous, 
but important things were on full 
display: the impracticality of cau-
cuses, the brazenness of a certain 
candidate, and the willingness of 
the corporate media to put its fat 
thumb on the scales when faced 
with a candidate who dares to call 
them out. Headline after headline 
called Buttigieg the winner, based on 
the ex-corporate consultant’s bold, 
baseless assertion. Subheads fol-

lowed, breathlessly covering the race 
for third place. The actual winner, 
Sanders, was typically referenced in 
the third paragraph.

New Hampshire, true to form, 
brought clarity: Sanders won, with 
enough of a margin to pre-empt any 
quibbling. Again, though, much of 
the coverage was devoted to who 
won second place, and third. That 
was matter of some import, to be 
sure. An ex-Vice President finishing 
fourth was news, as was the third-
place finish of a Senator from the 
state next door. But even people who 
one would think had passed math in 
high school made much of the fact 
that Sanders’ share of the vote had 
dropped since 2016—when he had 
just one opponent, rather than ten. 

Nevada voters had eleven days 
to digest the post-New Hampshire 
landscape, and one day to react to a 

report in the Washington Post, quot-
ing “people familiar with the matter,” 
saying “Russia is attempting to help” 
Sanders’ campaign.

“It is not clear what form that 
Russian assistance has taken,” the 
Post “reported.” Veteran foreign af-
fairs journalist Joe Lauria noted, 
“That would tell any traditional 
news editor that there was no story 
until it [the form of that assistance] 
is known.” The Post is owned by bil-
lionaire Jeff Bezos, owner of Am-
azon, which pays no income taxes 
and is therefore an occasional target 
for Sanders’ rhetoric.*

The leadership of Nevada’s Culi-
nary Workers Union—which one 
could otherwise imagine backing 
Sanders—snubbed him and reject-
ed his Medicare for All, swearing to 

defend its existing health care pro-
gram. Union members ignored their 
leadership and went for Sanders—as 
did a lot of other Nevadans. Sanders 
ended up with double the vote count 
of his closest rival, Biden.

It was a shock for many, none 
more so than Chris Matthews. 
MSNBC’s pre-eminent dispenser of 
conventional wisdom and homages 
to Tip O’Neill compared Sanders’ 
victory to Hitler’s blitzkreig defeat 
of France in 1940. 

Mike Casca, Sanders’ director of 
communications, responded, with 
blithe disregard for capitalization 
and punctuation, “never thought 
part of my job would be pleading 
with a national news network to 
stop likening the campaign of a 
jewish presidential candidate whose 
family was wiped out by the nazis to 
the third reich. but here we are.”

As readers may have heard by 
now, Mike Bloomberg, former Re-
publican—as in G.O.P.—Governor 
of New York City, would also like to 
become the Democratic nominee 
for President. He appears to have 
calculated that the problem of his 
previous party affiliation is count-
er-balanced by his net worth, which 
is in the vicinity of $60 billion. With 
wealth like that it’s hardly a wonder 
that, rather than spending his time 
panhandling for chump change, he 
chose to fund his own campaign. 
His lack of individual donors, 
though, precluded his participation 
in Democratic debates. 

Conveniently for Mike, the 
Democratic National Committee 
[DNC] dropped that rule in Jan-

[A note about the artwork: The cartoon above may seem 
familiar to readers with long memories. Mike Dater, our 
Starving Artiste, drew it more than three years ago, as the 
date in the corner shows. At the time, the subject was merely 
the President-Elect, and we could only surmise with trep-

idation what horrors might await us. Earlier this month, 
when President Trump and William Barr—his personal 
Roy Cohn—hung out a new shingle over the entrance to the 
Justice Department, reading “Mar-a-Lago Social Club,” we 
decided that a re-run was in order.–The Ed.]

* Elements of the editorial team consider 
this paragraph to be bullshit.–The Ed.
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uary, a couple of months after he 
wrote a series of checks to the DNC 
and state Democratic parties total-
ing well over a million bucks. 

This pay-to-play arrangement 
was denied by the party, studiously 
ignored by most of the media, and 
obvious to people paying attention. 
Its sordid nature served only to but-
tress Sanders’ argument. Listening 
to Tuesday night’s debate, many 
believed Bloomberg had bought not 
just a podium, but a claque; when-
ever Bernie brought up Bloomberg’s 
support from billionaires, he got a 
round of boos. This suspicion was 
bolstered by a report from CBS 
affiliate WCSC saying tickets had 
been sold at prices ranging from 
$1,700 to $3,500. Vox published a 
story trying to explain how tickets 
were allocated; it read like an in-
struction manual for the Iowa cau-
cus app.

Sanders’ detractors are freaking 
out because they fear he would be 
another George McGovern. The 
matchups are hardly comparable, 
though. In 1972, the economy was 

well into recovery from a recession, 
and Nixon was enjoying a 25 point 
lead in the polls. With the current 
costs of housing, health care, child 
care, and college, hardly anyone feels 
secure. Sanders, who puts these is-
sues front and center, polls better 
against Trump than any of the other 
Democrats.

After three contests, Sanders is 
clearly the man to beat. He must 
be—everyone is beating on him, 
from his Democratic rivals, to al-
legedly neutral news media, to 
out-of-office politicians, to political 
operatives from campaigns past. 

And yet he rises. 
He has managed, as he promised, 

to create a movement. He was able 
to do so by using something the oth-
er candidates could not see, or dared 
not use: the simple truth of where 
we are today.

–=≈=–
The First Assassination Coverup?

The Boston Globe of February 17th 
contained that rare item, a column 
by Jeff Jacoby worth reading. It 
lamented the July 9, 1850 death of 
Zachary Taylor, our 12th President, 
“from a sudden attack of gastro-
enteritis, brought on by consuming a 

copious amount of cherries and iced 
milk on a blisteringly fetid Wash-
ington day.” 

Jacoby calls Taylor “a Southerner 
with Northern principles. On the 
burning issue of the day, he weighed 
in forthrightly. Taylor assured anti-
slavery activists that there would be 
no expansion of slavery, and bluntly 
warned Southern lawmakers who 
threatened to secede: ‘If it becomes 
necessary I’ll take command of the 
army myself,’ he said. ‘I will hang you 
with less reluctance than I hanged 
deserters and spies in Mexico.’”

That’s a pretty lively line, coming 
from a sitting President. Thinking 
it might belong on page eight, we 
plunged headfirst, as is our wont, 
into the digital rabbit hole. We have 
not yet found the exact date when a 
sitting President threatened to hang 
some sitting Congressmen, but we 
did find something equally intrigu-
ing. 

Readers may recall that Taylor’s 
remains were exhumed for forensic 

examination in 1991. That unusual 
event was prompted by a 141 year-
old question: was Taylor poisoned by 
pro-slavery Southerners? 

The exhumation was controver-
sial from the start. Clara Rising, a 
writer and former professor, per-
suaded Taylor’s closest living relative 
to agree to the procedure. Many 
others, though, were appalled. Mi-

chael Parenti, in an obscure 1998 
monograph titled, “The Strange 
Death of President Zachary Taylor: 
A case study in the manufacture of 
mainstream history,” cites the New 
York Times, The New Republic, and 
Charles Krauthammer all denounc-
ing Rising.

The Kentucky State medical ex-
aminer announced nine days lat-
er that, though some arsenic was 
found, the amount was insufficient 
to have caused Taylor’s death.

“Having never known cherries 
and milk to be fatal,” Parenti wrote, 
“I decided to investigate the matter 
more closely.”

Closely, indeed. Parenti seems to 
have studied innumerable first-hand 
accounts of witnesses to Taylor’s last 
days. He familiarized himself with 
the considerable differences between 
the symptoms of chronic and acute 
arsenic poisoning. 

Most tellingly, he spoke with 
medical experts about the proper 
lab procedures for testing hair and 

All winter, regardless of the weather, people have been gathering at 3:00 
every Sunday afternoon to register their protest against the Administra-
tion. A sign from this Sunday: “Fake President, Real Authoritarian.” It 
being much nicer than usual, a couple of counter-protestors showed up. One 
wonders what Tom Paine, author of The American Crisis, would think.

President Zachary Taylor

The Fechheimer Building, one of the fin-
est examples of a cast-iron facade in Port-
land, Oregon, was built in 1885. Listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places, 
it was restored in 1981 by Russell Fellows 
Properties, the principals of which enjoy a 
subscription to this newspaper.

Sometimes Old is Good “Happy
to

Support
Progressive
Journalism

and
The

New Hampshire
Gazette”
– Joe Keefe

The  
New Hampshire  

Gazette 
is the most economical  

advertising medium on the 
Seacoast. This space is  

available for just twenty  
dollars. To learn more, 

call (603) 433-9898, or e-mail 
editors@nhgazette.com.

Coming soon to
Wallingford Square 

Kittery…
The Corner Pub is looking for 
a  Kitchen Manager. If you are 
an experienced line cook with 
a good attitude, organizational 
skills, fun personality, and can 

cook you’d be a fit.
respond to

glen@cornerpubkittery.com
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Larry Garland, piano player and vocalist every Tuesday night at the Press 
Room for nearly forty years, died on February 12th. Hot shot photographer 
Joe Stevens, aka Captain Snaps, gave us permission to use this photo of 
Larry, and sent us a remembrance, above.

nail samples. Acute arsenic poison-
ing, which kills in days, can only be 
found by sectional testing of the very 
base of the sample. In Taylor’s case, 
entire hairs and nails were tested, 
thereby diluting the result. 

In short, the testing was rubbish, 
and cannot be relied upon. The 
“cherries and milk” explanation of 
Taylor’s death is rubbish, also—yet 
it is widely accepted as gospel. The 
Kentucky Medical Examiner said 
“case closed,” though, so that is that. 

Parenti wrote in 1998 that, with 
a “press that vigilantly reassures us 
that all is basically well with political 
life in America…an empirical inves-
tigation of the actual facts does not 
stand a chance.” 

One has to hope that, if nothing 
else, the past 22 years have taught us 
to be a little more skeptical.

–=≈=–
R.I.P., Gagland

Larry Garland, much-loved pia-
no player and vocalist at the Press 
Room for about forty years, died on 
February 12th. 

The photo of Larry, below, was 
taken by Joe Stevens, legendary 
photographer of rock musicians and 

freelance raconteur, who sent us this 
remembrance:

“I called him Gagland,” Joe wrote, 
“’cause he was an humorous geezer. 
[I] knew his mum Dorothea; she 
did the New York Times crossword 
every day, played an upright [piano], 
spoke French. He had a bike repair 
shop in the p.r. [Press Room] base-
ment…would replace some honey’s 
two-wheeler seat, inflate the tyres 
[sic], and pop upstairs for a jazz ses-
sion for the punters [customers of a 
commercial establishment].”

Jay Smith, owner of the Press 
Room and at one time a City 
Councilor, owned a house on 
Sheafe Street where Joe once lived. 
“[ Jay] had me do my first-ever pho-
to exhibit on the brick wall of his 
nightclub. He wanted a great mix 
from my collection, so I framed 35 
11x14’s of the Sex Pistols, Thelo-
nious Monk’s funeral, Sen. Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan, Democrat of 
New York, and Mahalia Jackson. 
Jay invited Mayor Eileen Foley for 
the opening. The joint was packed. 
Smith bought the Moynihan, Fo-
ley got hammered, I paid my bar 
tab from the pix sales, and Gagland 

played ‘till the wee, small hours of 
the morning…. R.I.P., Gagland.”

–=≈=–
The Black Heritage Trail Presents a 
Dialogue on Education and Diversity

This Sunday, the Black Heritage 
Trail of New Hampshire (BHT-
NH) will host a lecture and com-
munity dialogue on the topic of 
“Racism without Racists: Educat-
ing Generations Past & Future” ex-
ploring how education shapes and 
reinforces cultural expectations and 
norms, and the challenges this poses 
for students whose beliefs are still 
developing.

The panelists, Kabria Baumgart-
ner, Mabelle Barnette, Liz Canada, 
and Elizabeth Dubrulle, will explore 
how the educational system can 
pose significant challenges for stu-
dents outside the dominant culture. 
Panelists will discuss the historical 
challenges that educational institu-
tions have faced in teaching diverse 
student groups and will also exam-
ine ways to create parity and positive 
learning experiences for all.

The 2020 Tea Talk Series, entitled 

“What’s Belief Got to Do with it?” 
is taking a deeper look at the role 
of belief as a powerful component 
of human nature and the ways in 
which beliefs shape our lives and so-
cieties. Through panel presentations 
and shared dialogue, these Sunday 
afternoon discussions investigate 
how beliefs form personal convic-
tions and our moral framework, and 
explore how understanding our own 
belief systems can guide us to strive 
for justice, equality and inclusion.

The Winter Tea Talk Series, pre-
sented by the Black Heritage Trail 
of New Hampshire in partnership 
with the Portsmouth Public Library 
and Temple Israel, is a series of par-
ticipatory lectures related to New 
Hampshire’s Black history and Af-
rican American culture.

For more information and the full 
series schedule, please visit: black-
heritagetrailnh.org/tea-talks.

 The Black Heritage Trail of New 
Hampshire works to open hearts 
and minds for a deeper understand-
ing of who we are as a collective and 
to recognize that we share a unique-

ly American heritage. Building on 
the success of the Portsmouth Black 
Heritage Trail that started more 
than two decades ago, the new state-
wide Black Heritage Trail connects 
the stories of New Hampshire’s Af-
rican heritage by documenting and 
making visible many of the historic 
sites that testify to this rich history.

Guided tours and public pro-
grams, along with educational ma-
terials and teacher workshops, will 
continue to be developed by the 
Black Heritage Trail to promote 
awareness of African-American cul-
ture and to honor all the people of 
African descent whose names may 
not have been included in previous 
town histories. The Black Heritage 
Trail of New Hampshire provides 
a variety of learning experiences 
for adults and children. Offerings 
include school programs, guided 
tours, traveling programs, lectures, 
and workshops.

The Black Heritage Trail of New 
Hampshire is an independent, non-
profit organization. The organiza-
tion is a registered 501c 3 nonprofit.
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North River Woodworks
Portsmouth, NH — (603) 682-4443

Local Craftsmanship 51 Penhallow Street, Portsmouth, NH  603 436 6518
Check our website for today’s specials!  www.ceresbakery.com Open 7 days!

“I am no longer accepting the things I cannot change.
I am changing the things I cannot accept.”

— Not-So-Random Thoughts from an Oregon Subscriber

– Angela Y. Davis

“On some great and glorious day the plain 
folks of the land will reach their heart’s 

desire at last, and the White House will be 
adorned by a downright moron.”

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

– H. L. Mencken (1880-1956) journalist, satirist

A Constantly-Changing Selection 
of

New & Used Books
in both

Hard Cover & Paperback
Your Coffee, Ice Cream, Children 

& Pets Are All Welcome

Store Hours
Mon - Sat: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sun:  10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

We are pleased to announce that, thanks to volunteer distributors, 
this newspaper can now be found at the following locations:

Concord:
The State House Visitor’s Center,

Gibson’s Book Store,  45 S. Main St. 
Concord COOP Grocery Store, 24 S. Main St.

Concord Public Library, 45 Green St. 
Franklin Pierce Law School, 2 White St. 

Hanover:
Hanover Public Library, 13 South St. 

Keene:
Keene Public Library, 60 Winter St.

Lebanon:
Lebanon Public Library, 9 E. Park St.

Give the Gift of History – Come Shop with Us!

john@wordpraxis.com

“Most people think of politics as its own unique public institution governed by 
impartial laws dating back to the founders. Not so. It is, in fact, an industry—

most of whose key players are private, gain-seeking organizations.”
– Katherine Gehl, member of the Board of Directors of the Overseas Private Investment Corporation 

under President Barack Obama, and Professor Michael Porter, Harvard Business School.
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Middle Class Tax Cuts
To the Editor:

Watch out, here comes President 
Trump promoting “middle class tax 
cuts” in the form of tax incentives for 
those who buy stocks. Then, right be-
hind him comes Bill O’Reilly, hosting 
the “Great American Wealth Project.” 
Guess who’ll wind up with the wealth. 

America’s smart money knows the 
economy is cyclic and that “correc-
tions” (read recessions) are inevitable. 
They also know the student loan bub-
ble and world-market volatility could 
blow up the market overnight in a 
crash dwarfing 2008. So, if you’re rich 
and wish to stay rich, your best bet is to 
sell off holdings now, while the market 
is sky high. 

But selling stock when the market 
is high isn’t easy. We need suckers. So, 
here comes the Trump Administra-
tion seducing you to buy in “high” by 
dangling tax breaks. With luck, the 
influx of buyers will drive stock pric-
es even higher and make the fat cats 
even richer. Meanwhile, Trump will be 
braying, “Hey. look at the economy, the 
market is soaring out of sight. I truly 
am a financial genius!” 

Wrong. 
Trump and his cronies are crooks 

promulgating a scheme to steal your 
money. When the bottom falls out, 
guess who’ll be holding the bag. 

Rick Littlefield
Barrington, N.H.
Rick:
Um…the usual victims?
For the record, we received this letter 

more than a week prior to Wall Street’s 
latest episode of dyspepsia.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Betraying the Republic
Dear Sir:

A recent poll by Quinnipiac Uni-
versity found that voters in the key 
battleground states of Pennsylvania, 
Michigan and Wisconsin, who saw 
the economy as the most important 
issue, favored Donald Trump by a sig-
nificant margin versus those who see 
issues such as health care, the environ-
ment and education as top concerns. 
This is most depressing and concern-
ing on two levels. 

First, Donald Trump does not de-
serve all the credit people give him 
for the current economic conditions. 
According to Forbes (February 20th), 
during the last three years of the 
Obama administration, 8.1 million 
jobs were created, versus 6.5 million 
under Trump. During the Obama 
administration, the Dow Jones stock 
index increased 150 percent, or 50 
percent over initial value, and the S&P 
500 stock index rose 56 percent. Under 
Trump the Dow has risen 136 percent, 
or 36 percent over initial value, and the 
S&P by 34 percent. (Fortune, Novem-
ber 19th). Under Obama the GDP 
rose on average two percent, while un-
der Trump, 2.5 percent, not the four 
percent he promised. Mr. Trump is 
operating under an economy he inher-
ited that was steadily improving, while 
Obama inherited an economy on the 
brink of a depression.

The second reason to be depressed 
and concerned, in my opinion, is 
much more troubling than Trump 
getting undue credit for the economy. 
Even if we were to give full credit for 
the current economic conditions to 
Trump, should that override concerns 
regarding corruption, dignity, integrity, 
honesty, fairness, and humanity? What 
does it say about a society that would 
ignore, excuse, deny, or otherwise over-
look an individual who has disgraced 
the office he holds, destroyed almost 
all constitutional and behavioral 
norms, and oversees a lawless admin-
istration, simply because our 401K is 
doing well? Are we any better than Ju-
das Iscariot who betrayed for 30 piec-
es of silver? Are we saying that we are 
willing to betray our Democratic Re-
public, our constitution, our children’s 
and grandchildren’s future, our rule of 
law and our self respect for our own 
30 pieces of silver we think Trump has 
given us?

America is one election away from 
the potential destruction of the Re-
public that our founders and past gen-
erations nurtured, died for, and passed 
on to us to do the same for our succes-
sors. Let us hope that selfishness, greed 
and undeserving credit do not replace 
the basic values of what America once 
stood for. There may be no “do overs” 

after November 3, 2020 To paraphrase 
Ben Franklin, we gave you a Republic, 
if you can keep it.

Rich DiPentima, LTC, USAF, Ret.
Portsmouth, N.H.
Rich:
For some reason, your question about 

Judas Iscariot brought to mind the United 
States Senate.

The Editor
–=≈=–

“It is a matter of course and of absolute 
necessity to the conduct of business, that 
any discretionary businessman must be 
free to deal or not to deal in any given 
case; to limit or withhold the equipment 
under his control, without reservation. 
Business discretion and business strategy, 
in fact, has no other means by to work out 
its aims. So that, in effect, all business sa-
gacity reduces itself in the last analysis to 
judicious use of sabotage.”

– Thorstein Veblen (1857–1929) 
An Inquiry Into the Nature of Peace, 

and the Terms of Its Perpetuation 
(1917)

–=≈=–
Should the Police Benevolent Association 

Be Endorsing Trump?
To the Editor:

Donald Trump is the most lawless 
president in U.S. history. He has at-
tacked defenders of law and order at 
every turn. He has attacked any law 
enforcement official or agency that 
points out his illegal activity: the FBI, 
members of the Department of Justice, 
Judges. He is also the most untruthful 
president in history: the Washing-
ton Post has documented more than 
16,000 lies. He is also a crook. For ex-
ample, the millions he had to pay back 
for the fraudulent Trump University, 
his veterans scam and his fake Trump 
charity.

So, it was truly disturbing to see that 
the New England Police Benevolent 
Association was endorsing this man. 
As the first-line protectors of public 
peace, the arbiters of the laws, such an 
endorsement goes against everything 

police are supposed to stand for! 
It is not at all clear how many or 

what percentage of New England or 
New Hampshire police supported the 
endorsement. In his intemperate com-
ments attacking Portsmouth Police 
Commission chair Joe Onosko, the 
executive director of the Benevolent 
Association, Jerry Flynn obfuscat-
ed this information. I still have high 
hopes that a large number of police, 
perhaps a majority, opposed this en-
dorsement. 

The Portsmouth Police Department 
has gone through some difficult times 
in the last few years and has emerged 
stronger for it. Mr. Onosko has been 
an important part of that process. Mr. 
Flynn’s histrionic remarks, intemper-
ate attacks on our elected Police Com-
missioner and threats to Portsmouth 
businesses, demean police officers ev-
erywhere.

Michael Frandzel
Portsmouth, N.H.
Michael
We’ll second that.
The Editor

–=≈=–
Will a Return to Norms Save Us?

To the Editor:
Since our government was founded 

there has always been a tension be-
tween norms and statutes, that is, in-
dividual freedom, (how much we can 
depend on human decency, morality 
and good will to uphold and defend 
our ideals), vs government interven-
tion, (what laws and regulations do 
we need to control behavior which 
threatens the common good and our 
democracy.)

The writers of the Constitution 
were successful in finding a balance 
which sustained our democracy for 
almost 250 years. Its success depended 
upon leaders with principles who fol-
lowed the commonly accepted norms, 

and/or were restrained by the conven-
tions, traditions and expectations of 
the political process.

Like any other authoritarian per-
sonality, Donald Trump has no 
commitment to democratic rules. 
Exploiting legal loopholes for his own 
benefit has been the guiding principal 
of his life. Like a spoiled child he says, 
“I can do anything I want!” and in the 
case of the Department of Justice, he is 
absolutely right. There are no laws pro-
hibiting him from using the Depart-
ment to punish his enemies, protect 
his cronies and consolidate his power.

Having a con man with no scruples 
and an insatiable need for power and 
adulation occupying the presidency 
was the founding fathers worst night-
mare. It is the reality we live in today. 

Because Trump controls the Re-
publican Party with promises of glory 
combined with threats and fear, there 
is only one way to end this madness. 
Returning to sanity and respect for 
norms to maintain our fragile democ-
racy will be up to the voters in Novem-
ber.

Cynthia Muse
Rye, N.H.
Cynthia:
A return to certain norms of yesteryear 

would certainly be reassuring on some 
level. We can’t help but recall, though, that 
some of those norms—silence in the pres-
ence of corrupt and fraudulent authority, 
rigid enforcement of racist property rights, 
&c., &c.—paved the way to the present 
day.

The Editor
–=≈=–

“Veblen ... was a masterless, recalcitrant 
man, and if we must group him some-
where in the American scene, it is with 
those most recalcitrant Americans, the 
Wobblies. On the edges of the higher 
learning, Veblen tried to live like a Wob-
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bly. It was a strange place for such an 
attempt. The Wobblies were not learned, 
but they were, like Veblen, masterless men, 
and the only non-middle class movement 
of revolt in twentieth-century America. 
With his acute discontent and shyness of 
program Veblen was a sort of intellectual 
Wobbly.”

– C. Wright Mills (1916–1962), 
Introduction to 1953 edition of The 

Theory of the Leisure Class
–=≈=–

A Cañon City Conundrum
[On a postcard, without salutation:]

If a socialist is elected to public of-
fice and is required to swear an oath, 
on what book would the socialist swear 
on [sic]? The Communist Manifesto? 
Mao’s Little Red Book? Certainly not 
the Bible, for that would compromise 
the socialist’s creed. How can a social-
ist take an oath to defend the Consti-
tution of the United States when the 
very being of a socialist is to destroy 
the Constitution? The Bill of Rights?

Cordially,
David
Cañon City, Colo.
David:
Congratulations! That’s the most fatu-

ous argument of the year, to date.
The Constitution—as we read it, 

anyway—puts the power of the govern-
ment in the hands of the people; ergo, if 
the people say they want their govern-
ment operating in a manner that could 
be characterized as democratic socialism, 
then that’s what they should have. 

Yes, yes, we know—it’s all just words 
on parchment; in practice we have what 
former Congressman Ron Dellums 
[D-Calif.] accurately called “government 
of the people, by the corporations, for the 
rich.” 

People have said what they want in 
poll after poll: programs which serve the 
people. Our Soup Nazi government, 

though, consistently replies: No health care 
for you! No child care for you! No higher 
education for you!

How will you pay for it? What a ques-
tion! This nation is awash in money—
extracted from the working class, and 
hoarded by our oligarchic overlords, who 
have been refusing to pay taxes. End their 
free ride, and there’s the money.

Not mentioning any names, but the 
biggest obstacle to achieving widespread 
prosperity is chumps who fall for a thread-
bare line of antiquated propaganda.

The Editor
–=≈=–

You Socialist, You!
To the Editor:

If you’ve ever gone to the library, 
sent your child to school, or played 
on the city ballfields, you’re a socialist! 
It’s not going to matter which Dem-
ocrat is nominated for President be-
cause Donald Trump and those who 
support him will call all Democrats 
socialists. It’s the difference between 
thinking, “What’s in it for me?” vs. 
“What’s in it for all of us?” I believe 
that when members of a society act to-
gether to make everyone’s lives better, 
we’re doing the right thing. We don’t 
help anyone when we label everything 
that helps us as individuals in a society 
as “socialism.” 

According to dictionary.com, so-
cialism is “a theory or system of so-
cial organization that advocates the 
ownership and control of the means 
of production and distribution, of cap-
ital, land, &c., in the community as 
a whole.” I think that those who are 
afraid of socialism are rightly afraid of 
being told what to do by an author-
itarian ruler. However, programs that 
help all of us do not equal socialism!

Judy Ullman
Portsmouth, N.H.
Judy:
We had to laugh at your mention of 

authoritarianism. You’re absolutely right. 
We have no doubt that is a major factor 
behind the public’s skittishness regarding 
the “S” word.

What’s funny is that we’re sliding—
no, make that rushing headlong—into 
authoritarianism right now!

Well, it’s not funny, per se, but….
The Editor

–=≈=–
On William Marvel & Colin Van Ostern

To William Marvel, regarding his 
“Northcountry Chronicle” piece, pub-
lished February 14, 2020:

William, your description of the 
political machinations and apparent 
malfeasance of funds by Colin Van 
Ostern during and after his campaign 
to become Secretary of State of New 
Hampshire does readers a great ser-
vice. 

The toxic combination of ambition 
for power and political money is ubiq-
uitous. We chiefly see it at its most 
ugly and evident in the national Re-
publican Party, such as the funneling 
of tens of millions of U.S. Senate cam-
paign dollars through Moscow Mitch 
McConnell’s hand, virtually prostitut-
ing moderate GOP Senators—few 
and such as they are—to dance to 
Mitch and his ally Donnie Trump’s 
fact-challenged party line.

Van Ostern’s maneuvering and 
money tactics remind us to be wary of 
the propensity of both major parties, at 
even the local or state level, to become 
more like money-lured lemmings than 
statesmen and stateswomen. This is a 
chief reason for which, while I have 
not voted for a Republican in a state-
wide election since 1980, I have no 
desire to be a card-carrying member 
of the Democratic Party, Inc., with its 
bought and paid-for super delegates, 
which erode the one person, one vote 
principle that underpins our nation’s 
ideals. We haven’t gotten there yet, 
and won’t until the Citizens United 
decision is reversed.

At the end of your piece, William, 

you state “As an unaffiliated voter, I 
had a choice. This time I took a Re-
publican ballot, for a change.” I can 
hope only that in light of your previ-
ous paragraph of nit-picking at all the 
major Democratic candidates, your 
vote kept in mind the much greater 
and more palpably dangerous defects 
and dysfunctions of our incumbent 
President.

It is a shame that the candidacy of 
William Weld did not generate more 
momentum before our primary. Your 
view on Mr. Weld and alternative 
paths for the allegedly “Republican” 
Party would be a topic this reader 
would welcome in a future column of 
yours.

Respectfully,
Mark Trafton
Exeter, N.H.
Mark:
We’re happy to serve as the means to 

communicate your message to Mr. Mar-
vel. Far be it from us, though, to predict 
how he might respond.

The Editor
–=≈=–

“The institution of a leisure class has 
emerged gradually during the transition 
from primitive savagery to barbarism; or 
more precisely, during the transition from 
a peaceable to a consistently warlike habit 
of life.”

– Thorstein Veblen (1857–1929), 
The Theory of the Leisure Class, (1899)

–=≈=–
Warren’s the One

Dear Editor,
He betrayed our Kurdish fighters 

against ISIS. He defended Putin and 
disparaged our Intelligence Agencies 
which unanimously reported that 
Russia interferes in our elections. He 
replaced dedicated professionals with 
political puppets in our nation’s In-
telligence, Justice, and Treasury de-
partments. He’s lied to us over 17,000 
times. He obstructs justice, coddles 
Russia, and extorts our allies.

These crimes, and so many more, 
should motivate fair-minded Repub-
licans as well as Independents and 
Democrats to vote against such trai-
torous corruption. Any Bernie, Biden, 
Buttigieg, Bloomberg, or Klobuchar 

could win and remove him from office. 
But only Warren can win and govern 
effectively to cleanse the putrefaction.

Elizabeth Warren has the compe-
tence and courage to restore integrity 
from trump’s corruption. Warren has 
the compassion and commitment to 
repair the social safety net. Warren has 
the smarts and moderate demeanor to 
win a political majority for the com-
prehensive changes that most Amer-
icans want and need.

Bruce Joffe
Piedmont, Calif.

–=≈=–
Governor SuNoNo

To the Editor,
After reading summaries of Gover-

nor Sununu’s cheery State of the State 
report, I feel like the guy who’s driving 
a rattletrap that doesn’t match the jolly 
salesman’s enthusiastic description of 
it. Why does Sununu feel so pleased 
about the bumpy ride he’s giving me? 
Local wits have taken to calling the 
governor Gov. SuNoNo based on the 
record-setting 57 vetoes he exercised 
in the last session of the legislature.

Among the bills Sununu vetoed, 
many of which had bipartisan sup-
port: an increase in the minimum 
wage, formation of an independent 
commission to draw legislative dis-
trict lines to prevent gerrymandering, 
three-gun safety bills, and net energy 
metering for towns and businesses to 
reduce energy costs. Sununu charac-
terized the bills he vetoed as “radical, 
aggressive things.”

Apparently, the Governor sees an 
increase in the state’s $7.25 per hour 
minimum wage as “radical” and “ag-
gressive.” Someone working a full 
40-hour work week for all 52 weeks 
of the year at $7.25 per hour would 
earn $15,080 per year. Try living on 
$15,080 a year, Governor Sununu.

Governor Sununu is so into the 
habit of vetoing bills that he even 
vetoes new versions of the same bill 
which have been modified specifically 
to gain his approval. “Net metering is 
an electricity billing mechanism that 
allows consumers who generate some 
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The Northcountry Chronicle

Learning from Iowa

from page five

by William Marvel 

To prepare for a recent column 
involving early constitutional 

debate, I consulted the Pennsylvania 
Gazette, which I have on microfilm 
for the 1770s and 1780s. I often for-
get how densely prolix writers of the 
Revolutionary era could be. Their 
sentences rambled on interminably, 
with random punctuation and rare 
paragraph indentations that served 
less for logical organization that as 
landmarks for finding one’s place 
again, after the eyelids fluttered open 
from a little nap. 

At least in handwritten com-
munications, punctuation seemed 
to vary by region, if the writer was 
educated enough to use it at all. Lit-
eracy had come a long way in the 
United States by 1860, especially in 
the North, but it was hardly univer-
sal. Civil War soldiers often relied 
on phonetic spelling in their letters, 
and many seemed unduly optimistic 
about the recipient’s ability to deci-
pher the intended structure. Words 
sometimes ran on continuously, as 
in ancient Greek, with nothing to 
mark the end of one thought and 
the beginning of another. 

In that era, the most popular mark 
to simulate a verbal pause was the 
dash. Dashes stood in place of every-
thing, including semicolons, which 
Kurt Vonnegut haughtily disparaged 
as “transvestite hermaphrodites” of 
no value. Quoting letters from the 
1860s frequently requires guesswork 
about what punctuation best repli-
cates the cadence the writer’s dashes 
were meant to convey, and different 
punctuation has tremendous poten-
tial for changing the meaning of a 
sentence. That phenomenon was 
driven home to Conway voters 20 
years ago, when the difference be-
tween a comma and a semicolon in 
a warrant article on the last library 
bond forced the selectmen to hold 
a special town meeting. Well, okay, I 
was the one who forced the meeting, 
but it was about the punctuation. 

Since 1906, The Chicago Manual 
of Style has offered detailed sugges-
tions for standardizing punctuation 
in American English. Every univer-
sity press I’ve worked with uses it, 
and they now insist on adherence 
to the 17th edition. I still rely on 
my 1993-vintage 14th edition, rea-
soning that copyeditors should be 
able to catch any new rules I miss, 

if those rules have any validity at all. 
My confidence in the Chicago 

manual was shaken two years ago, 
when one press sent a manuscript 
of mine to a new copyeditor. He 
was barely half my age, and his dig-
ital-era upbringing may explain his 
mania for insinuating extra commas 
into my text. They often followed 
adverbial clauses that flowed per-
fectly well unpunctuated—at least 
for readers who can maintain focus 
for more than a dozen consecutive 
words. He justified those intrusions 
with what sounded like a new rule 
requiring a comma after virtually ev-
ery introductory dependent clause, 
to bring the reader’s attention to the 
qualification it imposed. Contend-
ing that such inattentive readers 
had no business reading my books, I 
deleted at least a couple of hundred 
unwanted commas from 350 copy-
edited pages. 

Superfluous commas are also 
popular among newspaper and 
magazine editors. That borders on 
ironic, because they swear allegiance 
to the Associated Press Stylebook, 
which is noteworthy for its hostili-
ty to the serial comma. Eliminating 
the serial comma serves no purpose, 

or all of their own electricity to use 
that electricity anytime, instead of 
when it is generated. This is partic-
ularly important with renewable en-
ergy sources like wind and solar…
Monthly net metering allows con-
sumers to use solar power generated 
during the day at night or wind from 
a windy day later in the month.” 
(Wikipedia).

Sununu again “vetoed an at-
tempt to expand net metering in 
New Hampshire, this time reject-
ing Senate Bill 159, a bill that pro-
ponents saw as a compromise to 
meet the governor’s demands on 

the issue…”Senate Bill 159 would 
expand the size of a maximum al-
lowable renewable energy net me-
tering project from one megawatt to 
five megawatts, which would allow 
larger municipalities and commer-
cial users to take advantage of the 
program.” (New Hampshire Business 
Review, February 12, 2020).

Apparently, for Gov. Sununu, the 
idea of homeowners and commer-
cial establishments saving money 
and protecting the environment are 
“radical, aggressive things.”

Gary Patton
Hampton, N.H.

–=≈=–
Context Is Everything

To the Editor:
[The writer quotes from the entry 

for February 11th, on page eight of 
our January 31st edition. – The Ed.] 
“1861—The U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives unanimously resolves not 
to interfere with slavery.”

For the unhistorical, that might 
sound a bit strange. No! The seven 

deep [South] states had seceded, 
and, beginning on February 4th, 
had formed the Confederate States 
of America in Montgomery, Al-
abama. Virginia, North Carolina, 
Arkansas, and Tennessee had not 
seceded. This vote was to try to pre-
vent that. It worked until the firing 
on Fort Sumter on April 12th, and 
Lincoln’s call for troops to crush the 
rebellion. As we used to say: “Keep 
up the good work.” I inject “great” 
for “good.” 

J.K Folmar

California, Pa.,
U.C.A. – United Corporations of 

America
J.K.:
By the unwritten and admittedly 

arbitrary rules of page eight, we try, 
in certain cases, to convey the heart of 
an important event in the most concise 
way possible. We relish that challenge 
and take it as far as we dare—even at 
the occasional risk of sometimes leav-
ing readers asking, “WTF?” Perhaps 
especially then. In other cases, of course, 
we’re merely trying to share our aston-
ishment at the sheer perversity of the 
human experience.

“Join, or Die,” from the Pennsylva-
nia Gazette, May 9, 1754. 

but can yield hilarious ambiguity. In 
journalism, however, comprehension 
seems less important than confor-
mity. 

In journalism, for that matter, 
comprehension is even subordinate 
to layout. Paragraphs meticulously 
crafted for logic and literary rhythm 
are routinely broken into fragments 
(except in the New Hampshire Ga-
zette) merely to fill surplus space—
exactly as a student would pad the 
pages of a term paper. To spread 
the text a little farther, just break a 
gathered argument into a list of or-
phaned statements. Such vandalism 
is so common now that journalists 
evidently regard the single-sentence 
paragraph as acceptable. Many evi-
dently mistake it for a clever tech-
nique. 

This habit seems most preva-
lent on editorial pages. An opinion 
piece in the Wall Street Journal last 

week contained 22 paragraphs, four 
of which consisted of single sen-
tences. The column presented only 
enough discrete ideas to justify nine 
paragraphs, at most, and I thought 
I could have condensed them into 
seven. 

Maybe it wasn’t the columnist’s 
fault. The frantic pace of the news-
paper business leaves writers little 
influence over editing, and the final 
form of one’s own submission is 
sometimes an unpleasant surprise. 
Nowadays I find myself continually 
stumbling over shattered paragraphs 
or punctuation I neither wanted nor 
needed, and such experiences soft-
en my scorn for all those journalists 
who seem to put little effort into 
their writing. Why bother, if it’s only 
going to be treated as filler? 

The trend toward emaciated para-
graphs and excessive punctuation 
approaches the opposite extreme 
exemplified by the Pennsylvania 
Gazette. Today’s papers must often 
pander to readers too digitally dis-
tracted to digest complex thoughts, 
and intense competition for reader-
ship in an increasingly illiterate soci-
ety makes good writing something 
of a liability.
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How wasteful is the Pentagon?

from page six

Thank you for elucidating in this in-
stance. The only thing better than rais-
ing questions in the minds of readers is 
having another reader anticipate and 
answer them.

The Editor
–=≈=–

Trump Betrays His Promise to
Protect and Fight for American Workers
by Lawrence Wittner

Campaigning for the presidency 
in 2016, Donald Trump promised 
that, if he was elected, “American 
worker[s] will finally have a pres-
ident who will protect them and 
fight for them.” 

Has he kept this promise?
When it comes to protecting 

workers’ health and safety, his ad-
ministration has been a disaster. 
Once in office, Trump packed 
the leadership of U.S. regulatory 
agencies with pro-corporate zeal-
ots, leading to predictable results. 
They repealed an Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) rule requiring employers 
to keep accurate records of injuries, 
repealed a rule requiring that federal 
contractors follow safety and labor 
laws, and withdrew an OSHA pol-
icy allowing workers to participate 
in OSHA inspections. In addition, 
as the AFL-CIO noted, the Trump 
administration targeted job safety 
rules for toxic chemicals, mine ex-
aminations, and child labor protec-
tions for destruction. It also sharply 
reduced the number of OSHA in-
spectors. As of 2019, only 875 were 
enforcing health and safety regula-
tions nationwide—the lowest level 
in the agency’s half-century of op-
eration.

Meanwhile, although Trump 
bragged in June 2019 that the wages 
of American workers “are rising at 
the fastest rate in many decades,” 
this claim is far from the truth. In 
fact, wages rose faster only a few 
years before, under his predecessor. 
Furthermore, an examination of 
what economists call “real wages”—
wages offset by inflation—reveals 
that they have remained remarkably 
stagnant during the Trump era. As 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
later reported, “real” average weekly 
earnings of American workers rose 
during 2019 by just one-tenth of one 
percent.

The wage stagnation of the 
Trump era is particularly hard on 
America’s vast number of low-paid 
workers. According to a study by the 
Brookings Institution appearing in 
late 2019, 44 percent of U.S. work-
ers (53 million Americans) were 
employed in low-wage jobs that paid 
median wages of $18,000 a year. The 
writers of the report concluded that 
“nearly half of all workers earn wages 
that are not enough, on their own, to 
promote economic security.” More-
over, as data gathered by the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics indicates, the 
percentage of low-wage workers has 
grown dramatically. Naturally, many 
of these workers have been forced, 
by economic necessity, to work 
two—and sometimes three—jobs 
to survive.

The Trump administration bears 
considerable responsibility for 
this impoverishment of American 
workers. It has consistently opposed 

raising the starvation-level federal 
minimum wage of $7.25 an hour, 
set in 2009. Indeed, Trump opposes 
establishing any federal wage min-
imum, and his GOP minions have 
blocked a minimum wage increase 
passed in 2019 by the Democrat-
ic-controlled House from being in-
troduced in the Senate. In addition, 
the Trump administration stymied 
a scheduled pay raise for federal 
workers and gutted Obama admin-
istration rules that made millions of 
Americans eligible to receive over-
time pay for their overtime work.

Trump has also championed 
measures to deprive American 
workers of major healthcare and 
pension benefits that they have 
funded through their tax payments. 
Although, during his 2015-16 cam-
paign, Trump promised never to cut 
Social Security, Medicare, and Med-
icaid, he has repeatedly sought to do 
so. On February 8, 2020, he again 
insisted that his new federal budget 
“will not be touching your Social 
Security or Medicare.” But, only two 
days later, Trump unveiled a budget 
that called for cutting Medicare by 
half a trillion dollars, Medicaid by 
$900 billion, and Social Security by 
$24 billion.

The Trump administration has 
also been waging an assault upon la-
bor unions, which provide the major 
organizational muscle defending the 
rights of America’s workers. Thanks 
to Trump’s anti-labor appointments 
to the National Labor Relations 
Board (NLRB), an agency estab-

lished in the 1930s to guarantee 
fair treatment for workers and their 
unions, it has become ever more 
difficult for unions to operate. The 
NLRB has issued rulings constrain-
ing how and where workers can or-
ganize and protest, gerrymandering 
bargaining units to the benefit of 
employers, permitting corporations 
to fire workers in retaliation for 
union activity, and narrowing the 
right to strike. Given the NLRB’s 
pro-corporate bias, even existing la-
bor organizations—such as unions 
comprised of graduate student 
workers—are now being threatened 
with loss of collective bargaining 
rights.

In recent decades, as an unre-
lenting corporate attack has crip-
pled unions in the private sector, 
big business, the wealthy, and their 
rightwing allies in public office have 
turned to destroying the lingering 
strength of public sector unions. 
Working toward this goal, they have 
promoted “right-to-work” laws on 
the state and national level. These 
laws, by eliminating the obligation 
of workers to pay for the union rep-
resentation they receive, encourage 
the emergence of millions of “free 
riders” and, thereby, provide an ef-
fective way to undermine unions. 
Shortly after Trump’s inauguration, 
House Republicans introduced the 
National Right to Work Act and, 
within days, the White House an-
nounced the new president’s support 
for “right-to-work” laws.

Although anti-union forces never 
managed to push the National Right 

to Work Act through Congress, they 
did secure an important victory. Af-
ter they brought the “right-to-work” 
case of Janus v. AFSCME before 
the Supreme Court, Trump’s Justice 
Department joined the case with 
an anti-union brief. Then, thanks to 
Trump’s appointment of Neil Gor-
such, a rightwing ideologue, to the 
Supreme Court, the court issued a 
5-4 ruling, overturning precedent 
and declaring that workers could 
refuse to pay dues to public sector 
unions representing them. 

In the aftermath of this decision, 
public sector unions worked vigor-
ously—and, in most cases, success-
fully—to convince workers to pay 
dues voluntarily. But their mem-
bership did decline. Consequently, 
despite opinion polls showing that 
about half of America’s non-union-
ized workers want to join a union, 
the Janus decision and the other 
anti-labor measures of the Trump 
administration have combined to 
reduce union membership in the 
United States to a record low of 10.3 
percent.

As a New York Times editorial 
concluded, Trump, as president, has 
sent “a clear message to American 
workers: You’re on your own.”

Dr. Lawrence Wittner, syndicated 
by PeaceVoice, is Professor of History 
emeritus at SUNY/Albany and the 
author of Confronting the Bomb 
(Stanford University Press).

–=≈=–
 “The whole aim of practical politics is 
to keep the populace in a continual state 
of alarm (and hence clamorous to be led 
to safety) by menacing them with an 
endless series of hobgoblins, all of them 
imaginary.”

– H.L. Mencken (1880–1956)

by Jim Hightower

Remember when candidate 
Trump promised not only to 

wall-out all migrants crossing our 
Mexican border, but also to make 
Mexico pay for his xenophobic wall?

Well, Mexico hasn’t paid a peso… 
and won’t. So, he keeps running to 
Congress, demanding that it pony 
up unlimited billions of our tax 
dollars for his pet political project. 

Aside from one token appropria-
tion, however, Congress has said: 
“Ummmm… no.”

But that’s no hill for a narcissistic 
climber. Unable to get tax money le-
gitimately, Trump has simply stolen 
it, taking money from the US mili-
tary budget. Ignoring the Constitu-
tional mandate that only Congress 
is empowered to control the flow of 
government money, Trump filched 
$6.1 billion from our military last 

year, snatched another $3.8 billion 
this month, and intends to swipe at 
least another $3.4 billion before the 
year is out.

This executive “reprogramming,” 
as the White House euphemistical-
ly calls its daylight robbery, is being 
pulled off by masking Trump’s wall 
obsession as a “national emergen-
cy.” The Pentagon brass has been 
yanking funds meant for the Army, 
Air Force, Navy, Marines, National 

Guard… and ultimately from our 
fighting forces.

Presidential autocracy aside, 
Trump’s massive larceny raises three 
other interesting issues of public 
morality: One, his trickery sets a 
precedent not only for future presi-
dents, but also for our young people’s 
behavior; Two, our congress critters, 
especially Trump Republicans, are 
setting a new standard of craven 
meekness in the face of this direct 

executive assault on their authority 
and on our democracy; and, Three, 
by simply kissing off a budget loss 
of more than $13 billion, saying it’s 
in excess of the military’s needs, the 
Pentagon is admitting that the war 
machine is routinely taking way too 
much of the public’s money.

Copyright 2017 by Jim Hightower 
& Associates. Contact Laura Ehrlich 
(laura@jimhightower.com) for more 
information.

Alternative Clothing & Goods
33 Vaughan Mall • Portsmouth, NH 03801 • (603) 431-2243

Quality Gifts
Come Get ‘em &

Have Fun Doing It!

Don’t just give a gift.
Give a unique newspaper — 
every other Friday for a year.
Gift subscriptions - page 5.

3 mins. from downtown Portsmouth

appt@auto-works.com

107 Government St. Kittery

(603) 436-4500

ASE Master Techs, Free Loaners

All Makes & Models

Pay is $10.25 – 
$10.75/hr.

Please contact Ashley at
(603) 568-4930 or
atruong@gsil.org

for more information.

Granite State Independent Living 
is looking to add caring and compas-
sionate individuals who are interested 
in making a difference in people’s lives 
as a Personal Care Attendant. Duties 
include: personal care, housekeeping, 
lifting, transfers, errand and grocery 

shopping. We offer a flexible schedule 
and paid training.

The New Hampshire Gazette is the most 
economical advertising medium on the Seacoast. 

This space is available for just forty dollars.  
To learn more, call (603) 433-9898,  

or email editors@nhgazette.com.
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2002—U.S. forces in Afghanistan 
begin Operation Anaconda, aimed at 
capturing or killing Taliban fighters in 
the Shah-i-kot Valley.
1985—President Reagan calls the 
Nicaraguan Contras “the moral 
equivalent of our Founding Fathers.”
1978—Charlie Chaplin’s corpse is 
stolen and held for ransom. It’s re-
trieved two months later.
1971—The Weather Underground 
bombs the U.S. Capitol. 
1954—After 39 combat missions in 
Korea, Ted Williams breaks his col-
larbone at spring training.
1954—H-bomb test Castle Bravo de-
livers thrice its expected yield at Biki-
ni Atoll. Unanticipated winds spread 
millions of tons of radioactive debris 
over occupied islands.
1954—Four Puerto Rican nation-
alists in the Gallery fire 30 rounds 
towards the floor of the U.S. House, 
wounding five U.S. Congressman.
1953—Joe Stalin spends the day on 
the floor in a puddle of urine because 
his aides don’t dare open his door.
1910—In Wellington, Wash., an ava-
lanche pushes two trains 150 feet into 
the Nye River, killing 96.
1906—Emma Goldman publishes 
the first issue of her anarchist newspa-
per, Mother Earth.
1872—Yellowstone, the world’s first 
national park, is created.
1860—Abraham Lincoln speaks at 
Phenix Hall in Concord, N.H. and 
again later in Manchester.

2004—Oops—UN weapons in-
spectors report that Saddam Hussein 
didn’t have WMDs after all.
1991—Two days after the Gulf War 
cease-fire, at Ramaila, Iraq, the U.S. 
24th Infantry Division, under fu-
ture-MSNBC military analyst Barry 
McCaffrey, kills about ten percent of 
the 7,000-man 1st Hammurabi Ar-
mored Division.
1965—The U.S. begins a bombing 
campaign over North Vietnam, under 
the brand name Rolling Thunder.™
1955—The Screen Actors Guild votes 
to expel any member who takes the 
Fifth to avoid self-incrimination.
1942—Lt. Gen. John DeWitt an-
nounces all Japanese-Americans will 
be required to move away from the 
West Coast and should do so volun-
tarily for their own good.
1877—The Electoral Commission 
to which Congress passed the buck 
adopts a plan concocted by newspaper 
editors and railroad barons: Repub-
licans gets the Presidency, Southern 
Democrats get white supremacy.
1860—Abraham Lincoln visits the 
Amoskeag mills, then speaks at City 
Hall in Dover.
1859—Pierce M. Butler, grandson of 
a signer of the Constitution, sells 439 
men, women, and children in a two-
day auction in Savannah, Ga., to settle 
his gambling debts.
1776—Sixty tons of cannon, captured 
at Ticonderoga and hauled 300 miles, 
open fire on the British at Boston.

2016—Donald Trump finds it neces-
sary to assert on live television that his 
genitalia are of adequate proportions.
1991—A troublemaker videotapes 
Los Angeles Police officers vigorously 
chastising motorist Rodney King.
1969—An under-manned company 
of the 4th Division is sent after a crack 
NVA batallion west of Kontum; re-
sult: 47 percent end up KIA or MIA.
1934—John Dillinger busts out of the 
Crown Point, Ind. jail with a hand-
carved wooden pistol and drives off in 
the sheriff’s new V-8 Ford.
1931—“The Star-Spangled Banner” 
becomes our national anthem.
1913—Eight thousand Suffragists 
march down Pennsylvania Avenue; 
200 are injured by misogynists.
1903—Congress bars entry to whore-
mongers, epileptics, and anarchists; its 
own members are not sanctioned.
1873—Congress passes the Com-
stock Act, banning obscenity, contra-
ceptives, abortifacients, and sex toys 
from the U.S. Mail, and the “Salary 
Grab Act,” giving itself a 50 percent 
raise, retroactive for two years.
1871—Congress passes an act effec-
tively denying that Indian tribes exist: 
they’re all invididuals from now on.
1863—Congress passes the first U.S. 
draft law, exempting men who can pay 
the government a $300 bribe.
1791—Congress passes Hamilton’s 
whiskey tax. It pays tax-free interest 
to rich bond holders and puts small 
distillers out of business.

2014—The NY Times reports the CIA 
has illegally snooped on the computers 
of Senate staffers trying to investigate 
the Agency’s torture program.
2001—Fox broadcasts a “Lone Gun-
man” show in which U.S. agents 
remotely hijack an airliner and try to 
crash it into the WTC.
1987—Ronald Reagan admits trad-
ing arms to Iran for hostages.
1964—FBI agents stake out a home in 
Los Angeles; though an assassination 
of activist Frank Wilkinson is expect-
ed, they do not warn him.
1960—La Coubre, a French muni-
tions ship, explodes in Havana harbor. 
Between 75 and 100 people die. CIA 
involvement is “suspected.”
1937—The UAW wins a sit-down 
strike in Flint, Mich.
1933—“We have nothing to fear,” 
says FDR, “but fear itself.”
1917—In Congress, Sen. Harry Lane 
(D-Ore.) prepares to stab Ollie James 
(D-Ky.) in the neck if James pulls out 
his pistol; meanwhile, Democrats 
prevent Sen. Robert La Follette (Pro-
gressive Rep.-Wisc.) from bashing the 
presiding officer with a spittoon.
1909—President Taft and First Lady 
Nellie move into the White House. 
Under the lawn is a voodoo doll of 
Mrs. Taft, buried by Teddy Roos-
evelt’s daughter Alice.
1841—Hatless William Henry Har-
rison gives a long inaugural speech on 
a cold, rainy day. Soon he’s dead.
1789—The U.S. Gov’t starts up.

2007—In Bloomington, Ill., Dee 
Riddle is startled by a meteorite crash-
ing through her bedroom window.
2003—Dixie Chick Natalie Maines 
says she’s ashamed that George 
W.[MD] Bush is a Texan.
2001—A Nor’easter begins which 
will dump 40 inches of snow on Rock-
ingham County.
1963—Patsy Cline, singer of “I Fall to 
Pieces,” dies in a plane crash.
1960—Alberto Korda takes a partic-
ularly popular photo of Che Guevara.
1953—Car thief and armed robber 
Pearlie Miller, on the lam since an es-
cape in 1948, on the FBI’s most want-
ed list since the day before, is arrested 
at a diner in Somersworth, N.H.
1953—Everybody dies; this time, to 
the relief of many, it’s Joe Stalin.
1933—In Germany, the Nazi party 
wins a plurality in the Reichstag.
1933—On his first full day in office 
FDR declares a bank holiday.
1927—One thousand U.S. Marines 
land in China.
1877—“Rutherfraud” B. Hayes is 
sworn in as President.
1871—Rosa Luxemburg is born.
1854—“Know-Nothings” throw a stone 
the Pope sent for use in the Washington 
Monument into the Potomac.
1770—Evil British troops slaughter 
innocent Bostonians in the Boston 
Massacre. (Or, provincial terrorists 
attack duly constituted authority.)
1740—The boundary is set between 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire.

2011—The Hooksett water treatment 
plant disgorges two million two-inch 
plastic discs into the Merrimack af-
ter heavy rains. By August they’re at 
Campobello Island and Rhode Island 
Sound, in 2014, the English Channel.
2007—The Vice President’s Chief of 
Staff is found guilty of perjury and ob-
struction of justice.
2003—President George W.[MD] 
Bush claims Saddam Hussein has 
“biological and chemical agents” that 
move “every 12 to 24 hours…in vehi-
cles…in residential neighborhoods.”
1991—President George Herbert 
[Hoover] Walker Bush claims that his 
defeat of Saddam Hussein has ushered 
in a “new world order.”
1981—President Reagan determines 
who to call upon at a press conference 
by drawing jelly beans from a jar.
1974—Ayn Rand addresses West 
Point cadets on the topic, “Philosophy 
— Who Needs It?”
1971—Lawrence Welk’s singers per-
form “One Toke Over the Line;” the 
FCC bans songs that “promote or glo-
rify the use of illegal drugs.” 
1944—The U.S. Army uses napalm 
for the first time, in Berlin.
1918—U.S. Army intelligence of-
ficers break into the New York office 
of the National Civil Liberties Bureau 
and steal documents.
1857—The Supreme Court rules in 
Dred Scott: “the unhappy black race 
[never possessed] rights which the 
white man was bound to respect.”

1981—Stabbed at Disneyland, Mel C. 
Yorba becomes the Magic Kingdom’s 
first murder victim because Disney 
employees feared the consequences if 
they called an ambulance.
1965—Peaceful civil rights marchers 
marching from Selma to Montgom-
ery make their first attempt to cross 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge. They’re 
mercilessly beaten by law enforcement 
officers and deputized goons.
1953—Newark, N.J. officials publicly 
burn allegedly lewd photos, movies, 
and books valued at $100,000.
1932—Dearborn, Mich. cops fire on 
Ford hunger marchers; five die.
1911—Twenty thousand U.S. troops 
are dispatched to the Mexican border 
to protect “American interests.”
1908—In Cincinnati, Mayor Mark 
Breith announces that “women are not 
physically fit to operate automobiles.”
1906—Finland’s Senate OKs univer-
sal suffrage—except for the poor.
1905—NYC subway workers strike. 
The City hires James Farley, the no-
torious strikebreaker. In a week his 
thugs beat workers into submission.
1876—Alexander Graham Bell gets 
a patent for the telephone without 
having submitted a working model. It 
is remarkably similar to Elisha Gray’s 
previously-submitted design.
1850—New Hampshire native Dan-
iel Webster, representing Massachu-
setts in the U.S. Senate, argues that 
slaveholders are entitled to be secure 
in their ownership of their slaves.

2017—While arguing that his client’s 
car had spontaneously combusted, a 
Miami lawyer’s pants catch fire.
2016—Stabbed several times, Israeli 
Yonatan Azarihab pulls a knife from 
his neck and kills his attacker. 
1985—A joint U.S./U.K./Saudi op-
eration detonates a 440 lb. car bomb in 
Beirut; 83 innocent civilians die. The 
target—also innocent—is unscathed.
1983—Ronald Reagan runs the 
phrase “evil empire” up the flagpole.
1971—The Citizens Commission to 
Investigate the FBI breaks into the 
Bureau’s Media, Pa. office, obtaining 
1,000+ documents revealing illegal 
suppression of dissent. The Bureau 
fails to find the perps.
1966—Fifty years after the Easter 
Rising, an IRA bomb destroys Nel-
son’s Pillar in Dublin.
1965—The first U.S. combat troops—
U.S. Marines—hit the beach at Da-
nang ready to fight. Vietnamese girls 
greet them with flowers.
1917—Women in Petrograd protest-
ing food rationing are joined by thou-
sands of factory workers—the Russian 
Revolution has begun.
1906—Maj. Gen. Leonard Wood, a 
Winchester, N.H. native, views the 
result of his illegal order—900 Filipi-
no Muslims; men, women, and kids, 
lying dead in a volcanic crater—and is 
pleased. So is Teddy Roosevelt, who 
later declares the massacre “a brilliant 
feat of arms [that upheld] the honor of 
the American flag.”

2007—Presidential candidate Newt 
Gingrich admits he committed adul-
tery while impeaching Bill Clinton.
1992—Donald Trump files his sec-
ond bankruptcy in eight months.
1986—Divers locate the crew com-
partment of the Shuttle Challenger.
1982—It’s revealed that the Contras 
have gotten $19 million in covert aid.
1969—Terrified CBS execs decline to 
broadcast the Vietnam drama “Sticks 
and Bones.”
1969—Terrified CBS execs cancel 
“The Smothers Brothers.”
1965—Activists march again in Ala-
bama; racist goons severely beat Bos-
ton minister James Reeb.
1956—At a meeting of the National 
Security Council, J. Edgar Hoover 
proposes a measure to include war-
rantless wiretapping and break-ins: 
COINTELPRO. Despite the illegal-
ities, Ike and his A.G. say, “OK.”
1954—WMUR-TV does it live.
1954—Ed Murrow dismantles Joe 
McCarthy on CBS. The network as-
sures nothing like it happens again.
1916—Pancho Villa and his guerril-
las attack Columbus, N.M. and kill 17 
Americans. Bad hombres.
1782—Militiamen from Pennsyl-
vania murder and scalp Delaware 
Indians at Gnadenhutten in the Ohio 
Territory: 28 men, 29 women, and 39 
children, all Christians.
1776—Adam Smith publishes The 
Wealth of Nations, once a treatise on 
economics, now a license to steal.

2004—Pres. George W.[MD] Bush 
is surprised to learn his Terrorist 
Surveillance Program expires that 
day, his lawyers won’t renew it, and 
his A.G., who will, has been in the 
ICU for a week. In a bedside standoff, 
Bush’s team loses.
1993—Showing his respect for the 
sanctity of life, a Floridian puts three 
slugs in Dr. David Gunn’s back. 
1992—Injected with poison by Okla. 
state workers, Robyn Lee Parks gasps 
& gags for eleven minutes before dying.
1974—With police corruption “sys-
tematic at all levels,” Philly Mayor 
Rizzo tries to block an investigation.
1968—At remote Lima Site 85 in 
Laos, 13 radarmen die; the greatest 
single U.S.A.F. combat loss of the war.
1966—U.S.A.F. Maj. Bernard Fisher 
sees a fellow A-1 pilot crash land at 
A Shau. With two NVA battalions 
overrunning the A-team camp, Fisher 
lands, picks up the pilot, and flies out.
1951—Genial old Ike says America 
might try a first-strike nuclear attack.
1950—Turned down once, Gen. 
Douglas again requests permission to 
nuke Korea. Bomb parts are gathered.
1945—The U.S. drops 2,000 tons of 
incendiaries on Tokyo; 100,000 civil-
ians die, 1,500,000 become homeless.
1945—Japan shuts down plutonium 
production for the Nagasaki bomb 
when its balloon-firebombs down 
electric wires in Hanford, Wash.
1925—N.Y. Times: lots of girls paint-
ing watch faces with radium are dying.

2012—At Town Meeting, Freedom, 
Maine votes for a Constitutional 
Amendment ending corporate “per-
sonhood.”
2011—An earthquake moves Japan 
four feet closer to the U.S., knocks 
Earth 10 inches off its axis, causes a 
tsunami that kills 15,850 people, and 
triggers three nuclear meltdowns.
2008—SEC Chair Chris Cox says 
“We have a good deal of comfort about 
the capital cushions at these firms,” 
days before Bear Stearns collapses.
2002—Joseph A. Caffasso, self-de-
scribed ex-Green Beret Lt. Col. w/a 
Silver Star, resigns as a Fox News 
military expert. Weeks later the N.Y. 
Times reveals his true military career: 
44 days in boot camp.
1965—Rev. James Reeb, a Unitari-
an Universalist minister, dies after a 
beating during the Selma-to-Mont-
gomery voting rights march. 
1958—A B-47 accidentally drops a 
Mark 6 A-bomb, minus its core, on 
Mars Bluff, S.C. On the ground, 6 are 
injured by a non-nuclear explosion and 
a house is destroyed. 
1954—The U.S. Army says Sen. Joe 
McCarthy & aide Roy Cohn used 
threats to get special treatment for 
Private G. David Schine.
1942—“Dugout Doug” bugs out of 
Corregidor; leaves his troops behind.
1811—In Nottingham, England, 
Luddites destroy 63 knitting 
frames—protesting oppressive work-
ing conditions, not the machines.

2014—On American Family Radio, 
Austin Ruse, head of the Catholic 
Family and Human Rights Institute, 
says “the hard left, human-hating 
people that run modern universities…
should all be taken out and shot.”
2013—James Clapper, Director of 
National Intelligence, tells Congress 
that citizens aren’t being spied on. He 
is under oath, and he’s lying.
2009—Frank Gaffney says Saddam 
Hussein may have been involved in 
the Oklahoma City bombing.
2003—The Guardian reports that 
Halliburton is still paying VP Dick 
“Dick” Cheney up to $1 million a year 
in “deferred compensation.”
1968—Eugene McCarthy places 2nd 
in the New Hampshire Democratic 
Primary, inspiring President Lyndon 
Johnson to drop out.
1956—The Southern Manifesto, a 
promise to use “all legal means” to 
maintain school segregation, is signed 
by 101 Congressmen, including Wil-
liam Fulbright, Sam Ervin, and Hale 
Boggs, father of Cokie Roberts.
1947—President Harry announces 
the Truman Doctrine: we’ll fight 
Commies everywhere and anywhere. 
1947—Piper pilot Carmen Onofrio 
of Milan, N.H. makes the first of 43 
landings atop Mt. Washington, deliv-
ering ice research equipment.
1804—John Pickering, Federal Dis-
trict Judge for N.H., is impeached by 
the U.S. Senate for “drunkenness, 
profanity, & violence” on the bench.

2019—Gambino family crime boss 
Frank Cali is gunned down in front of 
his Staten Island home. Police arrest 
a QAnon follower convinced “he was 
enjoying the protection of President 
Trump.” 
2002—George W.[MD] Bush says of 
Osama bin Laden, “We haven’t heard 
much from him … I don’t know where 
he is … I truly am not that concerned 
about him.”
1968—Nerve gas drift from the Ar-
my’s Dugway Proving Grounds in 
Provo, Utah, poisons 6,400 sheep in 
nearby Skull Valley.
1962—The Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, General Lyman L. 
Lemnitzer, signs a Top Secret memo 
authorizing Operation North-
wood—a “terror campaign” on U.S. 
soil intended to build public support 
for an attack on Cuba.
1957—Georgia’s General Assembly 
votes to impeach five U.S. Supreme 
Court justices.
1954—Viet Minh forces beseige 
French troops at Dien Bien Phu.
1930—The Smoot Hawley Act jacks 
up tariffs; Crash becomes Depression.
1921—The “Mad Baron” Roman von 
Ungern-Sternberg becomes dictator 
of Mongolia — briefly. 
1881—Russian nihilists use bombs to 
assassinate Czar Alexander.
1877—Chester Greenwood, 18, of 
Farmington, Maine, receives the 
first of his 130 patents, this one for 
earmuffs.

2018—Losing patience with their 
elders, a million American students 
walk out of school to demand gun 
control that works.
1977—RIP Fanny Lou Hamer, or-
ganizer of the Mississippi Freedom 
Democratic Party, who said, “No-
body’s free until everybody’s free.”
1965—“Except for Vietnam,” the AP 
reports Richard Nixon saying, “U.S. 
foreign policy is in a shambles.”
1964—We still don’t know who killed 
JFK, but on this day a jury decided 
Jack Ruby killed Lee Harvey Oswald.
1961—A B-52, its cabin temps over 
130° due to a heater snafu and its 
crew’s performance perhaps sub-par 
due to bennie use, runs out of fuel over 
Yuba City, Calif, and crashes with two 
nukes on board. All aboard survive.
1927—Birth of Edward Abbey, writer 
and anarchist.
1912—In Lawrence, Mass., strikers 
win both “Bread and Roses.”
1891—A mob of 20,000 in New Or-
leans lynches 11 Italian immigrants 
recently acquitted of murder.
1888—James “Honest Dick” Tate, 
Kentucky’s State Treasurer, vanishes 
with $247,000 of its money.
1883—Karl Marx, 64, dies in Lon-
don, impoverished.
1757—For not “doing his utmost” in 
battle at Minorca, the Royal Navy has 
Admiral John Byng shot.
1471—Sir Thomas Malory, author 
of Le Morte d’Arthur, dies in Newgate 
Prison.

Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)
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Portsmouth, arguably the first 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
The Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. The 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. This 
creates a roving hydraulic conflict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. The skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
This can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. This is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
They leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
3 Hale Street   j   (603) 742-1737 

A wise woman puts a grain of 
sugar into everything she says to 

a man and she takes a grain of salt 
with everything he says to her. 

— Helen Rowland

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 
www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com
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Madore 
Electric

Residential & Commercial  
Wiring Service 

Serving the Seacoast since 1980
Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
603.373.8401

French Pastry - Bistro - Wine Bar
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