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Grab Me!
I'm Free!

The Fortnightly Rant

(Bad) Business As Usual

o-hum. Just another boring

fortnight in the land of the
brave and the home of the free.
Nothing of any consequence....

Oh, wait—there was one thing....
Ah, yes, we almost forgot: the Muel-
ler report was finally released eight
days ago to Congress and the public.
It nearly slipped our mind because
it had been so thoroughly Barr-ed.

Move over, Thomas Bowdler
(1754 — 1825). Your eponymous
method of making troublesome
texts innocuous enough for a child’s
ears has now been rendered laugh-
ably quaint by our recently-con-
firmed Attorney General.

Bowdler merely scissored Shake-
speare on paper, clipping coarse
expressions and vulgar terms from
the Bard’s work and handing the
perforated remains to his printer.
Barr presented his work product
with every bit of elaborate stagecraft
he could muster—equal parts P.T.
Barnum and Richard Wagner. As
a devotee of the Federalist Society,
and a true believer in their dogma
of the Unitary Executive Theory, he
could do no less.

Barr performed his Prelude for
an Exoneration in March. It came
in the form of a four-page letter.
Like a teacher blowing a pitch pipe
in front of a roomful of third-grad-
ers, it set the tone for our national
cadre of stenographers, laying out
the approved parameters of public
discussion without getting into any
troublesome facts.

Then, like a baker letting his
dough rise, Barr waited for near-
ly a month, allowing the drama to
heighten—and then, predictably,
deflate a bit, as the public at large
wandered off to watch “Game of
‘Thrones” or baseball.

On the day when he finally did
release the report—well, 90 percent
of it—he held a press conference in
the morning and withheld the actual

text, to further mold debate for just
one or two more hours.

Clearly Barr knows his Carlyle:
“Genius is an infinite capacity for
taking pains.” We could expect no
less from a man whose unsolicited
résumé—19 single-spaced pages—
presented an argument for changing
the job description of the Attorney
General from “nation’s top prosecu-
tor”into “defense attorney for what-
ever amoral slug happens to occupy
the Oval Office, provided he’s a Re-
publican.”

Lipstick, however, is a notoriously
ineffective pig beautifier, no matter
how lavishly it is applied. Not even
David Copperfield could make an
official document disappear if it
quotes the President saying, upon
learning his election win is under
investigation for Russian interfer-
ence, “Oh my God. This is terrible.
'This is the end of my presidency. 'm
f  ed”

What if someone held a rigorous
22-month investigation, though,
that revealed a mountain of rigor-
ously-documented evidence proving
what anyone with eyes could see all
along—that the President of These
United [Hah!] States is a lawless
scoundrel—and the alleged leader
of the opposing party just didn't give
a %$#@ & bleep?

Now we know. Oh, certain ob-
streperous Presidential candidates,
and some unknown percentage of
run-of-the-mill legislators, appear
eager to actually do their jobs as they
were originally laid out in 18th cen-
tury Philadelphia. The lady with the
gavel, however, having assessed the
situation from her elevated position,
has determined that impeachment is
not worth the effort.

Down here amongst the scuffling
masses, that sounds like an invita-
tion for The Don to carry on. Some
day soon we can probably expect to
hear him perform his own uniqe
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rendition of that classic line, “Nice
country you got here; be a shame if
anything happened to it.”

A quick scan of the horizon,
though, suggests that if the the Bo-
z0-in-Chief and the crime family
formerly known as the Grand Old
Party actually did set out to destroy
America, we probably would not
notice any change; and they'd have
to look pretty hard to find anything
they’re not attacking already: the
rule of law, the environment, the
educational system, the health care
system, the defense and intelligence
systems, banking, our roads and
bridges, national parks, OSHA, &c.,
&e, ad nauseam, you name it.

Sometimes the targets simply
beggar belief. On December 22,
2017, Trump and his friends—the
ones in government, not the Russian
mafia—gave deserving U.S. billion-
aires a splendid Christmas gift: more
billions, in the form of tax cuts.

Little did they know it at the time,

but that same bill jacked up taxes on
an apparently less-deserving class of
Americans: Gold Star families, the
survivors of members of our armed
forces who died in the line of duty.

Tusk & Purpose, a website focus-
ing on military matters, reported on
Tuesday that “Previously, survivors
benefits that were allocated to the
children of a fallen service member
were taxed at the parent’s rate. Un-
der the new tax code, those bene-
fits are instead treated the same as
a trust or estate, which means they
can be taxed at a rate as high as 37
percent....” Jessica Braden-Rogers,
whose husband died in Afghanistan
in 2012, used to pay about $1,100
per year in taxes on benefits her son
received. Now she pays $4,600.

“We've always had a tax burden,”
she told Task & Purpose, “but for
me, quadrupling the tax burden of a
Gold Star child is completely unfair.
It’s cruel. I mean why would you tax
a nine year old?”

Early this week #45 was chan-
neling #11, James K. Polk, threat-
ening to send armed troops to the
border with Mexico. Perhaps he’s
just bluffing—only a fool would be-
lieve anything he says. On the other
hand, maybe he’s planning to start a
border war, to distract us all from his
tax returns. That way he can create
more Gold Star families without the
hassle of flying people all the way to
Afghanistan.

The latest eye-popper came
Wednesday morning. 7The New
York Times reported that Kirstjen
Nielson—the Secretary of the De-
partment of Homeland Security—
tried to talk to the President about
protecting the 2020 election from
further Russian interference, but
his guard dog, Nick Mulvaney, just
shooed her away.

Impeach Trump? How about
impeaching Trump, Pence, Barr,
Mulvaney, McConnell, Kevin Mc-
Carthy, Chuck Grassley, &e., &c.?

The Alleged News®

Now, Time for Sports ... sort of

ne of our most faithful readers

(and guerilla distributors) likes
to take us to task for neglecting to
cover sports. Perhaps the following
item will placate him.

Our editorial ears perked up last
week when the Tampa Bay Light-
ning hockey team was swept in the
playofts. This was notable, we’re told,
because the Lightning had led the
league in points during the regular
season. That, in itself, would not have
sparked our interest. What brought
us up short was the name of the
winners: the Columbus Blue Jackets.

Since our only form of exercise is
jumping to conclusions, we instant-
ly deduced that the team had been
named after the Shawnee war chief
Weyapiersenwah (c. 1743 — 1810),
better known by the moniker Blue
Jacket. A lifelong resident of central
Ohio, he certainly achieved distinc-

tion enough to have had something
notable named after him.

As a marketing ploy for building
a fan base, though, given the wide-
spread support for “our military,” it
would have been a bold strategy.

A former ally of the British, Blue
Jacket and his ally Little Turtle led
a coalition of Native America forc-
es in the Battle of the Wabash. That
1791 battle, also known as St. Clair’s
Defeat, has justly been called the
most decisive loss ever inflicted on
the U.S. military. The opposing sides
were nearly matched: about 1,100
natives to 1,000 soldiers. St. Clair’s
guard was down, though. All but 67
of his men were either killed, cap-
tured, or wounded.

Was some wealthy casino-owning
tribe bankrolling a hockey team to
“own the Anglos?” Not according to
the official story.

'The new franchise “held a ‘Name
the Team’ contest throughout central
Ohio during the month of August
1997, according to the league’s
website. “[TThe League and the
franchise narrowed the list of po-
tential names down to two — Blue
Jackets and Justice.

“...it was the Blue Jackets name
that intrigued the NHL and the
Columbus franchise the most.

“Tt was first thought that the Blue
Jackets were named after the Indian
chief, Blue Jacket, from Xenia, Ohio,
but that was not the case.

“The Blue Jackets name was
selected because the name pays
homage to Ohio’s contributions to
American history [blah blah] Civil
War ... city of Columbus ... Ohio
contributed more of its population
to the Union Army than any other
state, while many of the Blue Coats

worn by the Union soldiers were
manufactured in Columbus.”
Couple with that the fact that
John H. McConnell, founder, ma-
jority owner, chairman, and gover-
nor of the team, was a Navy veteran
of WW I, a global industrialist, and
a Master Mason, and we can proba-
bly rule out any seditious intent.
Local Boy Makes Bad Again
We've long been fascinated by Matt
Bevin, the Governor of Kentucky. A
Republican of the Tea Party persua-
sion, Bevin was raised in tiny Shel-
burne, N.H. Last November we
noted that he had lavished state tax
breaks on Ken Ham’s money-losing
for-profit Noah's Ark theme park.
'The Louisville Courier-Journal re-
ported Monday that in 2017, Bev-
in threw $15 million of taxpayer
money into a proposed aluminum
mill. Oops—turns out the soil at the

intended location could not sup-
port the plant’s weight. Braidy, the
company behind the plant, didn't
have the money to build at a more
suitable site. Guess that’s what hap-
pens when Republicans try to pick
winners and losers.

Braidy found a willing investor,
though, to invest the needed cash.
"There was just one detail which had
to be ironed out. The investor, Oleg
Deripaska, is reputed to be a mem-
ber of Bratva—the heart of Russian
organized crime—and is therefore
on an economic sanctions list.

Fortunately for Bevin, Kentucky
Senators Mitch McConnell and
Rand Paul rode to the rescue and
voted to exempt Deripaska from
sanctions.

The Alleged News®
to page two




Page 2 — The New Hampshire Gazette, Friday, April 26, 2019

The Alleged News®
Jfrom page one

Black Heritage Trail of New Hampshire

Finds Permanent Home
It all began with one woman, Ports-

mouth native Valerie Cunning-
ham, collecting names and dates
and stories. It grew to become the
Portsmouth Black Heritage Trail.
Working from a small office at
Discover Portsmouth, its mission
was to preserve, celebrate, and hon-
or the history and culture of the
African-American community in
Portsmouth. Later moving to the
city-owned South Ward Meeting-
house, it expanded its scope and
became the Black Heritage Trail of
New Hampshire [ BHTNH].

In the spring of 2017, the organi-
zations Board of Directors set out to
find it a home of its own. In March
of 2018, they signed an agreement
to purchase 222 Court Street. The
building is eminently suitable, for a
couple of reasons.

It is conveniently located just a

few blocks from the African Burial
Ground, where all Sankofa walk-

ing tours of the Portsmouth Black
Heritage Trail conclude. And, it is
historically relevant. Built in 1749, it
served as the parsonage for Rever-
end Arthur Browne. The first Rector
of Queen’s Chapel, now St. John’s
Episcopal Church, Browne kept two
“negro males” enslaved at the prop-
erty. They were later bequeathed—
one each—to Rev. Browne’s wife
and nephew.

On Wednesday, May 1st, at noon,
Board President Reverend Robert
Thompson will conduct an official
blessing at 222 Court Street. This
event will be open to the public
and will include an informational
session on the history of the build-
ing. On May 2nd, there will be an
invitation-only Founding Donors
reception, hosted by the Board of
Directors.

Friday, May 3rd, from 5:00 to
7:00 p.m., as part of Art ‘Round
Town, there will be an opening and
reception featuring Graphic Novel
Artist Joel Christian Gill. He will
discuss his exhibit, “Fast Enough,”
which will be on display through
July at the BHTNH offices.

e

1t began decades ago: the patient collection of the

stories of New Hamp-

shire’s black men and women, enslaved and free. Retrieved, little by little,
from the mists of centuries past, in gentle defiance of the powers which had  gram will also examine how varying
brushed them aside. Gathered up, kept together, they lent power fo each
other. Now they have a home of their own. The Black Heritage Trail of  ed issues were passed along through
New Hampshire will open its doors at 222 Court Street on Friday, May generations as a result of slavery.

3rd, at 5:00 p.m. All are welcome.
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Gill, Chair of Comic Arts at the
New Hampshire Institute of Art,
is author of Strange Fruit, Volume I:
Uncelebrated Narratives from Black
History, and Fast Enough: Bessie
Stringfields First Ride, the true sto-
ry of the first African-American
woman to ride a motorcycle across
the United States solo, and one of
the few civilian motorcycle dispatch
riders for the U.S. Army during
World War II.

On May 4th, the BHTNH will
hold its 2019 Spring Symposium
entitled Emancipation & the 13th
Amendment: The Legacy of En-
slavement. The program will explore
the legacy of enslavement and the
psychological effects of centuries
of systemic racism that have result-
ed in multigenerational adaptive
behaviors that are detrimental and
destructive to the nation. The pro-

levels of socially learned stress relat-

Through interactive dialogue with

the presenters, participants will have
an opportunity to unlock their own
truths by critically evaluating history,
medicine, science and education.

As part of the Spring Symposium,
the BHTNH is offering a guid-
ed walking tour entitled “Enslaved
Bodies, Free Minds: The Making of
a Black Community in Portsmouth,
N.H.,” that will include the history
of its new home.

Mechanic’s Error Apparently Fatal
A preliminary report from the Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board
suggests that a mechanic’s mistaken
diagnosis may have been the root
cause of a fatal Robinson R44 he-
licopter crash in Tampa. The engine
of the machine in question had quit
four days earlier,on March 31st. The
pilot made a successful forced land-
ing by autorotation. On April 4th,
the day of the accident, mechanics
replaced parts of the fuel system. A
pilot tested the machine by hovering
for a few minutes, then set out for
the Sarasota airport. Fifteen minutes

later it crashed on South 50th Street,
killing Deodat Gangapersaud, 72.

In a report dated April 12th, the
NTSB stated that “the induction
air inlet duct was partially collapsed.
'The inner rubberized fabric liner of
the duct had partially delaminated
and separated from the outer rub-
berized fabric, obstructing the inte-
rior volume of the duct.”

Robinson Helicopter Crashes into Water
For the second time this year, a he-
licopter crashed into the water near
Anna Maria Island in Florida. A
student pilot and his instructor were
trying to make a turn in a Robinson
R22, but didn't have enough alti-
tude. The machine went nose-first
into the Intracoastal Waterway,
then flipped over. The pilot and his
instructor both escaped injury.

A Robinson R44 crashed near
the same island on January 2nd; two
men were hospitalized.

Merciful—Up To a Point
At approximately 12:30 p.m. on

April 22nd, while on routine patrol
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along Congress St., the Flag Police
encountered the fouled flag shown
below as Exhibit A.

According to the After Action
Report, “A small hole in the fabric of
the fly top snagged on a lower serif
of the gold-colored lettering spelling
out the name of a commercial estab-
lishment.”[The fly top is the corner
of a flag where the top edge meets
the fly—the fly being the short edge
of a flag which has no grommets and
flies furthest from the pole. ]

Though their zealous commit-
ment to the Code which they
uphold may sometimes give the
impression that the Flag Police are
composed solely of humorless and
punctilious martinets, they are not
without mercy. Not only was it Sun-
day, it was Easter. Evidence was duly
collected that day, but judgment was
withheld.

A citation was issued, however,
the following day, when the flag was
seen to be still out of compliance,
while the door of the establishment
was open for business. To have done
otherwise would have violated the
Flag Police motto: “Eternal vigi-
lance is the price of upholding the
fetishization of material objects
which signify the values of a pur-
ported republic in the absence of any
perceptible functionality.”

N.H. Gazette Marks Another Milestone
Next Wednesday, May 1st, will mark
20 years to the day since this news-
paper resumed regularly-scheduled
publication, here in the town where
it was founded 262 years ago. In lieu
of a grand city-wide party [see be-
low], we will modestly offer the fol-
lowing condensed history.

'The New Hampshire Gazette was
the first newspaper in what was then
a province. Its editor and publisher,
Daniel Fowle, established the first
print shop in New Hampshire after
being briefly imprisoned in Boston
over his tangential involvement in
the printing of a satirical pamphlet
scandalously critical of the govern-
ment there. Printing on a wooden
press being laborious, Daniel relied
on an enslaved African man called
Primus. The Gazette became the
Nation’s Oldest Newspaper™ when
the Maryland Gazette, the last news-
paper to have been founded before
it, folded in 1839.

In October of 1856—when
newspapers were what the internet
is today—the City of Portsmouth
threw a Centennial Celebration
of the Introduction of the Art of
Printing to New Hampshire. Special
trains brought hordes of printers and
journalists from all around New En-
gland. Festivities included a parade,

ExbzbztA [see above]. This fouled ﬂag was found April 22 by the Flag Po-
lice at a Congress Street location. A citation was issued the following day.
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a regatta, and a huge feast featuring
many long-winded speakers.

From the late 19th century un-
til early 1960, the Gazetre was
published in tandem with the
daily Portsmouth Herald. Increas-
ingly neglected, towards the end
of that period it had slipped into
near-obscurity. At about the time
of the Nixon-Kennedy debates,
the then-managers of the daily re-
named the Saturday Gazerse the
Herald Weekend Edition. Fortunate-
ly, they had the presence of mind to
state on its masthead that the Herald
was “continuing the New Hampshire
Gazette” We like to think that its
spirit hovered in the cloud of tobac-
co smoke hanging over the desks in
the newsroom.

By 1989, the world’s ninth-richest
man, Kenneth Thomson, 2nd Bar-
on Thomson of Fleet, owned more
newspapers than anyone else in the
world. His holdings included the
Herald, and, thus, the Gazette. That
spring the present Editor was track-
ing down a tale his father had told
him thirty years earlier: “There was a
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printer in the family, way back in the
olden days. He printed something
the authorities didn' like, so they
threw him in jail.” In Isaiah Thom-
as’ History of Printing, he found the
story of Daniel Fowle and his im-
prisonment. Frank Luther Mott, in
his American Journalism: A History
of Newspapers in the United States
through 250 years 1690 to 1940, con-
firmed Thomas’ account and added
the startling fact of the Gazerte’s na-
tional seniority.

The most surprising discovery,
though, came at the Secretary of
State’s office: the registration of the
Gazette’s trade name had been al-
lowed to expire. As a third cousin
five times removed of its founder,
the Editor had inherited a 26-word
story. That, though, and a check for
$40 made out to the Secretary of
State were enough to wrest the Na-
tion's Oldest Newspaper™ from the
world’s ninth-richest man.

That check having cleared the
bank—not always a certainty in
those days—Secretary of State [for
Life] Bill Gardner conferred the

rights to the trade name with his
official Seal on May 1,1989.It took
a full year for the Editor to develop
a format which could be sustained
with capital assets four figures into
the red.

On May 1, 1990, the first issue
of the newly-independent paper
was mailed to subscribers—mostly
Vietnam veterans and people who
had organized to fight a high-level
nuclear waste dump the Depart-
ment of Energy had proposed for
southwestern New Hampshire. For
a decade the paper was published
episodically—peripatetically, too.

Nine years later we returned the
paper to its hometown, having no
idea what sort of reception to ex-
pect, and only the vaguest notion of
how to proceed. Somehow, though
the editor only attained his position
through nepotism, and holds onto it
only through stubborness, we're still
here. The credit for that goes to the
many individuals whose patient and
persistent help has made it possible,
and to the readers whose kind atten-
tion has made it worthwhile.

“Think before you speak. Read before you think.”

— Fran Lebowitz

— Not-So-Random Thoughts from an Oregon Subscriber

We are pleased to announce that, thanks to volunteer distributors,
this newspaper can now be  found at the following locations:

Concord:

The State House Visitor’s Center,
Gibson’s Book Store, 45 S. Main St.
Concord COOP Grocery Store, 24 S. Main St.
Concord Public Library, 45 Green St.
Franklin Pierce Law School, 2 White St.

Hanowver:
Hanover Public Library, 13 South St.
Keene:
Keene Public Library, 60 Winter St.

Lebanon:
Lebanon Public Library, 9 E. Park St.
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On Stochastic Terror
Dear Editor:

I just read the comments of Wayne
Merritt on “Stochastic Terrorism” in
your April 12th issue.

He points out a critical issue that
must be fully and immediately un-
derstood by all people world wide and
most especially by all Americans.

Anyone interested can view the
attached link to a great article on
this subject in October, by Heather
Timmons, Quartz’s White House
correspondent, on the Quartz Daily
website: “Lone Wolf—Stochastic Ter-
ror and the cycle of hate that pushes
unstable Americans to violence.” It can
be found at: Attps://qz.com/1436267/
trump~stochastic-terror-and-the-hate-
that-ends—in-violence.

Below is an excerpt from Timmons’
article.

Stochastic Terrorism

“Back in 2011, an anonymous writer
coined the term ‘stochastic terrorism’
to refer to ‘the use of mass commu-
nication to incite random actors to
carry out violent or terrorist acts that
are statistically predictable but individ-
ually unpredictable, or, in other words
‘remote control terror by lone wolf”

“Stochastic means ‘having a random
probability distribution or pattern
that may be analysed statistically’ but
are hard to predict precisely. Vitriolic
messages disseminated by pundits like
Glenn Beck, Sean Hannity, and Bill
O'Reilly will have the same effect as
Osama bin Laden’s videotaped calls to
violence,” the writer warned way back
in 2011.

Another important and eye open-
ing source for info on this subject is
the book by Kathleen Belew, Assis-
tant Professor in the Department of
History at the University of Chica-
go: Bring the War Home: The White
Power Movement and Paramilitary
America. Its a tough read, but well
worth it. An article on this book can
be found at: Aztps://news.uchicago.
edu/story/new-book-uchicago-his-
torian-examines-rise-white-pow-
er-movement. Belew also did a
great interview on NPR with Lulu
Garcia-Navarro:  Ahttps://www.
npr.org/2019/03/17/704209677/

how-white-supremacist-ideol-
ogy-spreads. And, on WBEZ
Chicago:  https://www.npr.
0rg/2018/04/25/605661710/how-
americas-white-power-movement-co-
alesced-after-the-vietnam-war.

Erland Russell

Oak Park, Illinois

Dear Erland:

Thank you for writing. It a fascinat-
ing and all-too-relevant topic. We checked
out what is apparently the original source,
athttp://stochasticterrorism.blogspot.
com/. Though it only a single post, it’s
titled, “Stochastic Terrorism: Part 1, trig-
gering the shooters.”

Did the writer decided hed said all
he had to say? Or did some fan of Beck,
Hannity, or O'Reilly—or maybe Trump
himself—track him down and shut him
up?

These idiots are obviously stoking ran-
dom acts of violence, but what are you
going to do? Use the law to shut them up?

No thanks. Wed rather keep the First
Amendment intact.

The Editor

Don’t Let Wheelabrator Spew Lead
To the Editor:

Two months ago, Governor Chris
Sununu addressed lawmakers about
the state budget. They applauded when
he said “Together we’ll continue to
improve prevention of childhood lead
poisoning.” Their applause is welcome
news for supporters of House Bill 358,
legislation that reduces the risk of lead
exposure by restoring New Hamp-
shire’s ban on burning construction
and demolition debris (C&D) and its
fuel byproducts. HB 358 passed the
House, and it is now the Senate’s turn
to support this important legislation.

C&D is often contaminated with
lead, a toxic metal for which there is
no safe level of exposure. Combustion
releases lead in a form that can be eas-
ily inhaled and ingested. C&D should
never be burned.

Current New Hampshire law al-
lows 250 milligrams of lead in each
kilogram of C&D approved for com-
bustion. This is a shocking amount
since the toxicity of lead is measured
in micrograms or a millionth of a

gram. Burning 10,000 tons of C&D

annually, as allowed at the Wheela-
brator trash incinerator in Concord,
can legally introduce 2.5 tons of lead
into the environment in the form of air
pollution, ash, leachate, and sludge. A
proposed pyrolysis facility in Epping
could process up to 146,000 tons of
C&D each year to make waste-de-
rived fuels. This is unacceptable.

Restoring New Hampshire’s sensi-
ble ban on burning C&D and C&D
tuels will reduce the risk of lead expo-
sure.] urge Governor Sununu and the
New Hampshire Senate to support
House Bill 358.

Katie Lajoie, RN

Charlestown, N.H.

Katie:

Let’s just hope Governor Sununu
doesn’t decide airborne lead is an essential
component of the New Hampshire Ad-
vantage.™

The Editor

A Chance for New Hampshire to Lead
To the Editor:

I'was very pleased to hear about HB
560, the effort to reduce New Hamp-
shire’s reliance on single-use plastic
bags. With environmental concerns
so prominent right now, I feel strongly
that the negative impact of the pro-
duction and disposal of these bags far
outweighs the minor convenience that
we derive from them.

New Hampshire is known its natu-
ral beauty, and we rely on our pristine
environment—beaches, lakes, rivers,
mountains—for both tourism and
our own enjoyment. Shouldn't we be
doing everything we can to keep these
ecosystems healthy? No one wants to
swim in a plastic-clogged river, or fish
in a chemical-laden lake. Reducing
our plastic waste makes both ecolog-
ical and economic sense.

'This should not be a partisan issue.
In New Hampshire, both political
parties have demonstrated pragma-
tism and Yankee good sense. Surely we
can live with the minor inconvenience

of reusing our own bags at the store. It
is difficult to imagine that the impact
on business would be very negative—
people will still need to buy groceries
and other necessities. Other areas that
have implemented similar bans have
found no negative impact.

This is an opportunity for New
Hampshire to be a leader—to show
the younger generation, who are un-
derstandably very concerned about
the environment being left for them—
that our state has a strong vision for a
sustainable future and the courage to
make it happen. We should not let it
pass us by.

Jennifer Pavlik

Durham,N.H.

Jennifer:

Due to a sudden impulse to refrain

from making cynical comments about
the states political ability to implement
a strong vision for a sustainable future,
we'll just thank you for writing and en-
courage you to remain engaged, regardless
of the outcome of this particular issue.

The Editor

Show Us #45’s 1040s
Dear Sir:

26 U.S. Code Section 6103(f)(1)
states: “Upon written request from
the chairman of the Committee on
Ways and Means of the House of
Representatives, the chairman of the
Committee on Finance of the Senate,
or the chairman of the Joint Commit-
tee on Taxation, the Secretary (of the
Treasury) shall furnish such commit-
tee with ant return or return informa-
tion specified in such request, except
that any return or return information
which can be associated with, or oth-
erwise identify, directly or indirectly, a
particular taxpayer shall be furnished
to such committee only when sitting
in closed executive session unless such
taxpayer otherwise consents in writing

to such disclosure.”

The law is crystal clear. This law
provides no exemptions to any person,
including the President. The law does
not require the committee to state
any reason or justifications for their
request. The law does not provide an
exemption for any return under audit
by the IRS. The only requirement is
that the committee receiving the re-
turn or return information must do
so in closed executive session, unless
the taxpayer otherwise consents to an
open disclosure.

Despite the clarity and specificity
of this law, Treasury Secretary Steven
Munuchin has delayed meeting the
request of Rep. Richard Neal, Chair-
man of the House Ways and Means
Committee. He requested and was
granted an extension until April 23rd
to comply. Despite the clarity of this
law, White Acting Chief of Staff,
Mulvaney has stated that “Congress
will never see Trump’s taxes.”

Why are Mr. Trump and his allies
so concerned about releasing his tax
returns? Did not Mr. Trump promise
to release his taxes after the election?
Obviously there must be information
within these returns that would be
very damaging and embarrassing to
Trump. As with the full Mueller Re-
port,and now his taxes, for a man who
so strongly proclaims his total inno-
cence of any wrong doing or unethical
behavior, his actions to conceal infor-
mation from Congress and the Amer-
ican people seems more applicable to a
person with a great deal of incriminat-
ing information to keep secret.

Rich DiPentima

Portsmouth, N.H.

Rich:

Trump and Mnuchin are proudly
parading their contempt for the law. Ac-
cording fo today’s excrutiatingly stupid
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Journalistic norms, some pious tool should
be asking other members of their party
if they support this sort of behavior. Ob,
wait—that rule only seems to apply to
Democrats.

The GOP seems to have developed the
perfect weapon: conduct your politics in a
manner so egregious that the media don't
dare describe it honestly.

The Editor

Fossil Fuel Industry’s Personal Fossil
To the Editor:

Mitch McConnell has done it
again. He did all in his power, and it
was enough, to protect the Republican
big oil, gas and coal donors against the
rest of us. He put their profits ahead
of the lives and jobs of the rest of us.
He put their pecuniary gain ahead of
the security of the country and the de-
fense of the nation: and the rest of the
Republican senators followed his lead!

What did he do? He held a vote
on the Green New Deal with no dis-
cussion, no committee hearings, no
public comment, no expert testimony,
no consideration for the needs of the
country. In other words, a sham vote.
But the oil and gas and coal donors,
like the Koch Brothers, got their needs
taken care of.

'The Green New Deal shows great
promise to provide hundreds of thou-
sands of clean jobs, great strides in
technology, great increases in quality
of life and just possibly the survival of
the human species.

We U.S. voters need to get rid of
fossil McConnell and those who vote
with him against the interests of the
citizens.

Michael Frandzel

Portsmouth, N.H.

Michael:

Fossil is exactly right: though presum-~
ably once alive, his heart of stone allows

him to ignore—if hes even aware of —
the fact that his obeisance to the oil indus-
try is flat-out killing the planet. Adding
insult to injury, his implacable demeanor
exudes a sense of privilege as he does it.

He’ said to have grand-children. Sure-
by they love him. We can't help but wonder
how long that will last, given the conse-
quences of bis behavior.

The Editor

Another New Low
Dear Sir:

To witness Republicans celebrating
the findings in the Muller Report is
a clear reflection of just how low we
have sunk as a nation. The Mueller
Report highlighted at least ten ep-
isodes where Donald Trump either
committed obstruction of justice, or
attempted to do so, only to be saved by
his more rational aids. The report stat-
ed, “If we had confidence after a thorough
investigation of the facts that the presi-
dent clearly did not commit obstruction
of justice, we would so state. Based on
the facts and applicable legal standards,
we are unable to reach that judgement.”
(Emphasis added.)

Since the Muller investigation could
not conclude that Mr. Trump did not
clearly commit obstruction of justice,
that certainly leaves the door wide
open to the fact that he did. Unfor-
tunately, Mr. Mueller did not indict
Mr. Trump because he accepted the
opinion of a previous Department of
Justice (DOY) policy that declared that
asitting president could not be indict-
ed. Any other individual who acted in
the same manner as Mr. Trump would
have been indicted for obstruction of
justice.

Mzr. Mueller and the DOJ policy
regarding non-indictment of a sit-
ting president assume that in lieu
of indictment, the Congress would
respond to presidential criminal be-

havior through the powers granted to
them in the Constitution. Congress
has the legal duty and responsibility to
take the necessary steps to initiate the
impeachment process by the House
of Representatives and ultimately the
Senate to remove a President who
has committed high crimes and mis-
demeanors. As such, Mr. Muller has
passed the Constitutional baton to the
Congress, providing them with the
necessary documentation to at least
initiate impeachment proceedings in

stitutional responsibility would be a
slap in the face to the rule of law; and
establish a dangerous precedent for
a future congress dealing with future
presidential misbehavior. Congress
must act to demonstrate that no one,
not even the President, is above the
law. This is the basic foundation of our
Republic, either we are all accountable
to the law, or none of us are.

Rich DiPentima

Portsmouth, N.H.

Obstruction of a Countermtel Investigation
To the Editor:

Former CIA Director Mike
Pompeo (under POTUS #45), before
becoming the current Secretary of
State, asserted: “The director stands by
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the House to determine if articles of
impeachment are warranted, and if so,
to send them to the Senate for a trial.

House Democrats now are faced
with two possible options. They can
take the politically expedient route,
and avoid their Constitutional duty,
knowing that the Republican Senate
would under no circumstances ever
convict Mr.Trump, and pass this on
to the people to decide in the 2020
election. The second option is to up-
hold their Constitutional duty and to
initiate the process to remove a person
who has clearly demonstrated behav-
ior that is fully detailed in the Mueller
report, even with the heavy redactions
made by Attorney General Barr, that
shows him to be totally unfit to hold
the office of President.

For Congress to abandon its Con-

and has always stood by the January
2017 intelligence community assess-
ment entitled: Assessing Russian Ac-
tivities and Intentions in Recent U.S.
Elections.”The intelligence assessment
with regard to Russian election med-
dling has not changed.” Furthermore,
all three of the nation’s intelligence
chiefs (CIA Director Haspel, Direc-
tor of National Intelligence Coats
and FBI Director Wray) recently told
Congress that their assessment re-
mains the same as Director Pompeos.

The intelligence assessment con-
cluded that the Russian government
interfered in the 2016 election to sup-
port Pompeo’s current boss. Said intel-
ligence assessment prompted the FBI,
under the leadership of James Comey,
to initiate a counterintelligence in-
vestigation to learn how a foreign ad-

versarial nation (Russia) interfered in
our election and to prevent them and
others from doing the same in future
elections. It appears that Comey was
fired for his pursuit of the truth on this
matter.

Like you, I've not been privy to the
Mueller Report which my tax dollars
paid for. Perhaps a patriotic Daniel
Ellsberg-type, of the Pentagon Papers’
fame, will come along and leak the
entire report to us. However, it does
appear that the one thing the intelli-
gence community, the Mueller inves-
tigative team, and Attorney General
William Barr unanimously agree on is
that the claim that Russia committed
an assault on our democracy on be-
half of the current POTUS was not a
“hoax” or “witch hunt” as incessantly
described by POTUS #45.

So, now that it is officially undis-
puted that the Russian government
boldly interfered in the 2016 election
to support #45, shouldn’t we all be
demanding that #45, as the Com-
mander-in-Chief, and his Republi-
can cohorts finally acknowledge said
fact openly and address this assault
on American Democracy by Russia
as opposed to publically siding with
Putin over the U.S. intelligence com-
munity? Meanwhile, I don’t think it
would be incorrect to suggest, given
all we've witnessed with our own eyes
over the last two years, that our Pres-
ident and his GOP and conservative
media accomplices are guilty of ob-
structing a counterintelligence inves-
tigation.

Wayne H. Merritt

Dover,N.H.

Wayne:

Here is the true efficacy of the GOP
crime familys strategy: never govern, just
spend all your time breaking the spirit, if
not the letter, of the law. Do that, and no
single offense stands out enough to make
much of an impression. What would once
have been an administration-ending
scandal just becomes part of the back-
ground noise.

The Editor
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The Northcountry Chronicle

Longing for Washington

by William Marvel

wo hundred and thirty years
ago on April 30, George
Washington took the oath of office
as president of the United States.
He did so reluctantly, and not mere-
ly because the seat of government
was in New York City, although that
would seem like sufficient reason to
decline the office today. The simple
fact was that he didn't want the job,
but he had been the overwhelming
choice for it and he considered it his
duty to accept. Someone had to do
it, after all. It’s an outdated concept,
little understood in an age when
most Americans are obsessed with
rights and oblivious to obligations.
Our first presidential election
entailed what modern political ac-
tivists might recognize as a form of
ranked-choice voting. Sometimes
that method works out for the best,
and sometimes not so much. Those
who like the concept generally don't
recognize the damage it can do,
and simply support it because their
faction lost a recent election that it

might have won under a ranked-
choice system. When they call it a
good idea, they really only mean that
it's a good idea for their party—as
Maine Democrats recently illustrat-
ed.

'The major problem with ranked-
choice voting is that it exaggerates
the tyranny of simple majorities
and tends to muzzle the moderat-
ing effect of dissent. That may have
been evident in the earliest election
results, which produced no popular
vote at all. Each participating state
(and only ten of the thirteen took
part) either chose its presidential
electors through a popular vote or
left the selection to the state leg-
islature. Anomalous as ever, New
Hampshire did both. No electors
received a majority of the popu-
lar votes, so the state senate had to
chose them in the end.

The resulting representatives
constituted the Electoral College,
which is now under fire from politi-
cians and activists whose immediate
partisan ambition again overcomes
any understanding they might have

of its purposes. The lopsided out-
come nevertheless demonstrated
the ranked-choice flaw of magnify-
ing the wishes of a simple majority.
Ifany candidates actively sought the
presidency, their campaigning was
all done in private, and each elec-
tor was asked to choose two men
(of course) for president and vice
president. They did not differentiate
between the two, but simply submit-
ted two names, and whichever name
turned up most often became pres-
ident; the runner-up became vice
president.

There should have been 91 mem-
bers in the Electoral College that
year, but Rhode Island and North
Carolina had not ratified the Con-
stitution in time for the election,
which took place early in February.
New York had not chosen its elec-
tors by then, either, and four more
electors from Maryland and Vir-
ginia failed to reach New York in
time to cast their ballots. That left 69
electors, and Washington came up
with 69 votes. That was more than
twice as many as the favorite second

choice, John Adams, who had 34
votes.

The other 35 votes were scattered
across ten other candidates. There
were technically no political parties
at the time. Washington considered
that a good thing, but fundamen-
tal differences over the strength
and role of the federal government
would soon split state and feder-
al officeholders and aspirants into
Federalists and Anti-Federalists.
The differences already existed in
1789, however, and the consequence
of ranked-choice voting as it trickled
up through the process was to muf-
fle apparent dissent. Only four of
the dozen candidates for president
or vice president that year would
later become identified with the
Anti-Federalist Party, and they col-
lectively captured a mere 10 percent
of the electoral vote. By 1800 their
taction won the presidency.

Like most of those in his station,
Wiashington doubted that the un-
educated masses could muster the
wisdom and discipline necessary for
self-government. He and his peers

worried that the franchise might
be granted to people who owned
no property, and would never have
to pay for the costs of their political
decisions. They shuddered in hor-
ror at the idea of national decisions
being made by those who were not
even citizens, whose allegiance was
not certain. As we know today, of
course, the fears of those patricians
were absolutely ridiculous. They
might as well have anticipated that
some insane politicians of the future
might consider giving the vote to
children.

If T had to guess, I would say that
Wiashington abhorred the idea of
political parties because his social
class generally observed the dictates
of noblesse oblige, at least insofar as
it was understood at the time. Those
who sanctimoniously insist on judg-
ing people of the past by the morals
of the present scorn him for owning
slaves, and for his paternalistic worl-
dview, but his motives were purer
than those of any politician in the
last century or two. What I wouldn't
give for another reluctant president.

[from page five

The Monoculture of Republicanism
To the Editor:

'The monoculture of Republican-
ism can readily be observed in the
halls of Congress, where one is hard
pressed to find Republican members
who are not Christian white men.
Conversely, it seems, the Democrat
representatives are a diverse group
of men and woman, with a variety
of ethnic backgrounds and religious
beliefs.

Upon inquiry about any given
topic, the Republican representa-
tives invariably answer in essentially
verbatim responses, parroting the
talking points handed down by their
leaders. The lockstep march of the
members is seen as a strength by
many. They are formidable soldiers

advancing the cause, rather than
mindless adherers to scripts without
any sign of individuality.

This “messaging” is effective in
drilling certain words or phrases into
the minds of the voters, whether we
want them there or not. The aim is
to get us to buy their “product” i.e.
policies. After all, if everyone is say-
ing it, it must be true. . .Rinse, repeat.

Republicans have circled the wag-
ons around the President, with guns
blazing, to divide the Democrats
with divisive rhetoric. Ah, what a
strategy! The very idea that Dem-
ocrats might have a variety in their
responses, might even think outside
the box, horror!

Are we playing Red Rover? Is a
break in the line defeat? Hell no!
Our diversity is our strength, our
constituency is not cookie cutter,
but a myriad of individuals with
particular stories to be told and re-
spected. Just as biodiversity in the
natural environment adds strength
and stability, the debates within the
Democratic Party give voice to con-
siderations that enable inclusiveness
and true democratic consensus.

Whether they are playing Red
Rover, or Follow the Leader, it is
clear there is a lack of representa-
tion in the Republican Party that

can truly serve the interests of the

Didi Wallace
Portsmouth, N.H.

The Bully in the Bully Pulpit
Dear Editor:

If a schoolyard bully insults and
assaults other kids, supervising
adults may “tsk-tsk” with a cluck of
their tongues, but if they do nothing
else, they aid, abet, and enable the
bully’s bad behavior. Reprimand is
demanded for the sake of the other
kids, and for the sake of abiding by
the rules, if not for the sake of teach-
ing the reprimanded child as well.

And so it is with our precious de-
mocracy, that those whose respon-
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sibility is to check our President’s
lawless obstruction are now called
to active duty. Disparaging cluck-
ing sounds without meaningful
reprimand would enable the White
House bully to continue treating our
collective government and trusted
commonwealth as his personal plat-
form for pecuniary power. Cheats,
liars, law-benders and law-breakers,
including and especially the Pres-
ident and his minions, must face
consequence for their actions, or
else our civil society will deconstruct
to schoolyards where might makes
right.

‘Those who say this is not the time
for Congressional impeachment fail
to acknowledge that the clock runs
out in nine months when 2020 elec-
tion campaigning will be fulsome,

and calls for lawful accountability
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Tax day: A thrill...or a chill?

by Jim Hightower

How thrilling was tax day for
you?

I refer, of course, to the thrill of
getting that big juicy reduction in
your taxes, thanks to the $1.5 tril-
lion tax cut that Donald Trump and
the Republicans passed. Remem-
ber? They promised it would deliv-

er a 7-course dinner for everyone!

Middle-class Americans should be

grateful to the GOP, said Republi-
can Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, because “you have more
money in your pocket.”

Uh.. .actually, Mitch, no. While
the richest one-tenth of one percent
of taxpayers wallowed in more than
$100,000 each from your skewed
giveaway, the great majority of us
have now learned that our 7-course
dinner is a possum and a 6-pack! At

most. Indeed, an April poll by the

Wall Street Journal reveals that only
17 percent of Americans can detect
that they got any tax cut at all.

In fact, the Republican tax bill was
a cynical bait-and-switch job from
the start. They did make a small,
highly-publicized cut in the mid-
dle-class’ tax rate, but—hocus-po-
cus—they quietly disappeared that
benefit by eliminating or reducing
various tax deductions that those

families had been entitled to.

Also, by cutting about a trillion
dollars from the tax payments owed
by the richest corporations and
people, they clearly were going to
nuclearize the federal deficit. So, to
overcome that political hurdle, they
resorted to the hoariest rhetorical
trick of demagogic political scoun-
drels: The BIG LIE, which Trump
& Company repeated loudly and
constantly. The giveaway, intoned a
smirking McConnell to the media,

will not gut government revenues
but will be a “revenue-producer.” Of
course, it was not, instead skyrock-
eting our country’s deficit, which is
now projected to surpass a trillion
dollars next year.

‘That wasn't a thrill that people felt
on tax day—it was a financial chill.

Copyright 2017 by Jim Hightower
& Associates. Contact Laura Ebrlich
(laura@jimhightower.com) for more
information.

from page six

will be misinterpreted as politi-
cal grandstanding. Those who say
that Congressional impeachment
is futile because Republican Sena-
tors will not vote to convict an im-
peached Trump fail to believe that
America can self-correct and regain
its course toward the ideals of liberty
and justice under law. If Congress
Representatives and Senators fail to
hold the President accountable for
breaking our laws and for endan-
gering us from foreign intervention,
voters can fail to reelect them in
2020. So-called political realists who
call for more investigation, outside
of impeachment proceedings that
bring consequence, would enable
the law-breaker to continue evading
and lying while bulling others and
enriching himself, at our peril.

Bruce Jofte

Piedmont, Calif.

Bruce:

Strange to recall how many centrist
Democrats went along with the Re-
publican push for tougher law enforce-
ment. It’s a shame there’s no mechanism
to force such politicians fo indicate ex-
actly where on the power spectrum it
becomes inexpedient to uphold the law.

Under our present system selling
loosies [individual cigarettes| on the
sidewalk is a capital offense—no trial
required. Trampling the Constitution
while wearing golf shoes? Not worth
writing a ticket.

The Editor

War Crimes And National Security
By Robert C. Koehler

How dare she question the sancti-
ty of American militarism?
As national security adviser John

Bolton declared last fall, the Inter-
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national Criminal Court [ICC]
constitutes “an assault on the con-
stitutional rights of the American
people and the sovereignty of the
United States.”

That’s you and me that Bolton is
speaking about, and the recent re-
vocation of ICC prosecutor Fatou
Bensouda’s visa—in the wake of her
insistence on investigating, among
other things, U.S. war crimes in
Afghanistan—is just the latest step
in the diplomatic war the United
States has declared against the court
since it was established in 2002.

The “largely unspoken, but always
central, aim” of the International
Criminal Court’s “most vigorous
supporters was to constrain the
United States” Bolton said, whip-
ping up the rhetoric against the very
idea of international law and global
values. “The objective was not limit-
ed to targeting individual U.S. ser-
vice members, but rather America’s
senior political leadership, and its
relentless determination to keep our
country secure.”

'This is shock-and-awe level rhet-
oric, words meant to crush all de-
bate, all discussion. American is a
free country, man. That’s the high-
est value on Planet Earth. It has the
freedom to wage any war it wants,
and every war it wages is absolutely
necessary, according to Bolton and
the military-industrial machine he
represents.

It seems to me that a more com-
plex set of values used to drive this
country’s official rhetoric. In the
Trump era, things have gotten in-
creasingly simplistic, as the admin-

istration seeks to define the country
as complete: no more evolution
allowed. The borders are closed...
to Muslims, Mexicans and Interna-
tional Criminal Court prosecutors.

Consider the United States in the
wake of World War II—as much an
arrogant superpower then as now,
to be sure, but presumably driven
by values beyond the right to do
what it wants. The country played a
central role in the establishment of
the International Military Tribunal,
which set standards to begin creat-
ing global peace and, of course, held
the defeated Axis powers of Europe
accountable to them.

The punishable transgressions
committed by the losers of the Sec-
ond World War, seemingly put for-
ward by the winners with the idea
that they must never happen again,
included: (a) Crimes against Peace,
i.e., the planning and waging of a
war of aggression; (b) War Crimes,
such as “wanton destruction of cit-
ies, towns, or villages, or devastation
not justified by military necessity”;
and (c) Crimes against Humanity:
i.e., “murder, extermination, enslave-
ment, deportation, and other inhu-
mane acts committed against any
civilian population.”

What if these words actually
meant something (which is what
the International Criminal Court
seems to think is the case)?

“If today the U.S. government
were to put itself on trial, on the
same basis it employed to try the
Nazis at Nuremberg, for actions tak-
en in Afghanistan and Iraq in recent
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So wrote Robert Higgs of the In-
dependent Institute think tank—in
May 2004! At that point the war in
Afghanistan, now the longest war in
U.S. history, was less than three years
old, and the Iraq war had been going
barely a year.

“Can anyone sincerely maintain
that what was a crime for Hermann
Goering and Alfred Jodl,” Higgs
continued, “is not equally a crime
for Donald Rumsfeld and Dick
Cheney?”

Well, John Bolton can. And this
is another decade and a half down
the road, with the wars, barely in the
news anymore, still going on. It’s
almost as though they’re grinding
forward on their own, but as Bolton
reminded us, they represent the will
of “America’s senior political leader-
ship,and its relentless determination
to keep our country secure.”

'These are words forged in the vat
of political self-interest into defen-
sive armor, a.k.a., politician-speak
cliché. When held up against the
actual reality of war, they leave
one gasping for breath. For in-
stance, Human Rights Watch, sum-
marizing the 2014 findings of the
U.S. Senate Intelligence Commit-
tee’s report on the CIA’s “enhanced
interrogation” techniques, pointed
out:

“The summary describes many
previously reported facts about the
CIA torture program, including
the agency’s use of painful stress
positions, forced standing, extended
sleep deprivation, extensive bright
light and loud noise exposure, wa-

terboarding, and throwing detainees
against walls or closing them into
coffins.

“It also contains new details
showing that CIA torture was even
more brutal than previously thought.
The agency used painful restraints,
imposed punitive ‘anal feeding’ or
‘anal rehydration,’and forced detain-
ees with broken leg bones to stand
shackled against walls.”

All in the name of our nation’s
security! And there’s so much more.
What about our bombing cam-
paigns—the murder of uncounted
villagers, wedding party celebrants. ..
in North Korea and Vietnam as well
as Afghanistan and Iraq. Eventual-
ly they simply became collateral
damage, a term of great emotional
benefit to mass murderers such as
Timothy McVeigh.

Higgs, writing about the decima-
tion of the village of Makr al-Deeb,
in Iraq, on May 19, 2004, in which
U.S. bombing and strafing killed
more than 40 people, quoted a sur-
vivor’s words to an Associated Press
reporter: “One of (the dead) was my
daughter. I found her a few steps
from the house, her 2-year-old son
Raad in her arms. Her 1-year-old
son, Raed, was lying nearby, missing
his head.”

This data, almost too painful to
quote, is wide open to the public.
Multiply it by several thousand or a
million and it manages to turn into
national security.

But each incident, looked at up
close, before the dead become col-
lateral damage, is a war crime. Sorry,
Ms. Bensouda, but national security
requires that we revoke your visa.

Robert Koebler, syndicated by Peace-
Voice, is an award-winning C/Jz'caga

Journalist.
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ApMIRAL FowLE’s PiscaATAQUA RivER TipAL GUIDE (NOT FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES)

Portsmouth, arguably the first
town in this country not founded
by religious extremists, is bounded
on the north and east by the
Piscataqua River, the second, third,
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable
river in the country, depending on

whom you choose to believe.

The Piscataqua’s ferocious current
is caused by the tide, which, in
turn, is caused by the moon. The
other player is a vast sunken valley
— Great Bay — about ten miles
upriver. Twice a day, the moon

drags about seventeen billion
gallons of seawater — enough to
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up
the river and into Great Bay. This
creates a roving hydraulic conflict,
as incoming sea and the outgoing
river collide. The skirmish line

moves from the mouth of the

river, up past New Castle, around
the bend by the old Naval Prison,
under Memorial Bridge, past the
tugboats, and on into Great Bay.
This can best be seen when the tide
is rising.

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all
that water go. All the seawater that
just fought its way upstream goes
back home to the ocean. This is
when the Piscataqua earns its title
for xth fastest current. Look for the
red buoy, at the upstream end of

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in
the current. It weighs several tons,
and it bobs and bounces in the
current like a cork.

The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides.
When the river rests, its tugboats

and bridges work their hardest.
Ships coming in laden with coal,
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for
more clearance under their keels.
They leave empty, riding high in
the water, at low tide, to squeeze
under Memorial Bridge.

SUNDAY, APRIL 28

Monpay, APRIL 29

TuEsDAY, APRIL 30

WEDNESDAY, MAY 1

THURSDAY, MAY 2

FripAY, MAY 3

SATURDAY, MAY 4

2016—Ex-Speaker John Boehner calls
Sen. Ted Cruz “Lucifer in the flesh.”
2011—During a speech in Las Vegas,
Donald Trump drops about seven
f-bombs, promising to tell the Chi-
we're going to tax you 25 percent.”
2008—A Robinson R44 helicopter,
just two feet off the ground in Bartlett,
Texas, catches fire. The pilot escapes,
his passenger perishes in the inferno.
2006—Rush Limbaugh’s lawyers an-
nounce that their fine work will keep
their dope-addled client out of prison.
2004—The SEC votes to let banks risk
more money and keep less on hand.
2004—Frank Lautenberg [D-NJ.]
says on the floor of the Senate, “We
know who the chickenhawks are.
They talk tough on national defense
and military issues ... but when it was
their turn to serve, they were AWOL.”
1988—Aloha Airlines 737 develops a
20 foot hole in its fuselage; stewardess
Clarabelle Lansing falls to her death.
1987—Contras in Nicaragua, “moral
equivalent of our Founding fathers”
according to President Reagan, mur-
der American volunteer Ben Lindner.
1975—Daniel Schorr reports on CBS
that the CIA plotted to assassinate the
leaders of Chile, Congo, Cuba, the
Dominican Republic, and Vietnam.
1973—Hot brakes start a fire in
the Roseville, Calif. railyard, and a
trainload of bombs explodes; 5,500
buildings are damaged, the town of

2014—Despite nine tries, Okla. pris-
on officials miss Clayton Lockett’s
veins; the poison goes into muscle.
Without enough left to kill, they dis-
cuss options as he writhes. He ends
their debate by dying of a heart attack.
2006—Stephen Colbert, at the Cor-
respondents Dinner, performs the first
televised autopsy of asitting President.
2004—The Commission “investigat-
ing” 9/11 allows George W.[MD]
Bush and Dick “Dick” Cheney to
“testify” without taking an oath.
1992—A mostly-white jury in Simi
Valley finds LA police not guilty of
assaulting Rodney King. Soldiers and
Marines end the rioting six days later.
1975—As helicopters begin evacuat-
ing Saigon, Marines Charles McMa-
hon and Darwin Judge become the
last two Americans to die in Vietnam.
1974—The Nixon White House re-
leases redacted transcripts of Oval Of-
fice recordings; the phrase “expletive
deleted” enters the English language.
1961—The Army’s Chief of Staff tells
Defense Secretary Robert Strange
McNamara “we cannot win a conven-
tional war in Southeast Asia.”
1886—DBoston Beaneaters Charles
“Old Hoss” Radbourne gives the
finger to a rival New York Giant, on
camera; the first documented use of
that gesture by an American.
1429—Female “cheese-cating surren-
der monkey” Joan of Arcarrives at the
beseiged city of Orleans, France. Nine

2011—A Robinson R44 crashes in
downtown Indiana, Pa., during the
filming of areality TV show, “Campus
PD.” Only the cameraman dies.
1993—The first website goes online.
1977—The Clamshell Alliance as-
sembles at Seabrook to fight the con-
struction of the nuke plant.
1975—Saigon falls.

1973—Rabid Nixon supporter Rev.
Sun Myung Moon gets a green card.
1973—Announcing their resigna-
tions, Richard Nixon calls felons-
to-be John D. Ehrlichman and H.R.
Haldeman “two of the finest public
servants | have ever known.”
1971—In Detroit, Medal of Honor
recipient Dwight H. Johnson is shot
to death while robbing a grocery store.
1966—Rep. Melvin Laird (R-Wisc.)
says that the problem with Vietnam is
“an administration that fails to inform
the people fully and frankly about the
objectives and progress of the war.”
1961—Leonid 1. Rogozov, the sole
doctor at a Soviet station in Antarcti-
ca, removes his own appendix.
1956—Ex-Veep Alben  Barkley
concludes his keynote speech to the
‘Washington and Lee Mock Conven-
tion, then keels over dead.

1900—The Illinois Central’s Cannon-
ball Express slams into a freight train
at Vaughan, Miss. Engineer John Lu-
ther “Casey” Jones is the only fatality.
1844—In Concord, Mass., Henry
David Thoreau accidentally sets 300

2003—G.W.[MD] Bush says “major
combat operations in Iraq have end-
ed.”U.S. death toll so far: 140.
1999—7The New Hampshire Gazette
resumes regular (fortnightly) publica-
tion in Portsmouth.

1989—“Bill” Gardner, Secretary of
State for Life, assigns rights to the
trade name New Hampshire Gazette to
acollateral descendant of the founder.
1977—Seabrook: 1,414 Clams busted.
1975—Tom Polgar sends CIAs last
cable from Saigon: “It has been along
fight and we have lost....Let us hope
thatwe will not have another Vietnam
experience and that we have learned
our lesson. Saigon signing off.”
1971—In Washington, D.C., 45,000
protestors assemble saying, “If the
government won't stop the war, we’ll
stop the government.”

1970—U.S. troops join ARVN sol-
diers in the Cambodian “Incursion.”
1960—Russian missiles bring down a
U-2 piloted by the CIA’s Gary Powers.
1944—]Jacob Coxey, 90, on the Capi-
tol steps, completes the speech he be-
gan 50 years earlier.

1894—Jacob Coxey leads a 500-man
“Army of the Unemployed” to the
Capitol steps, where he calls for a fed-
erally-funded jobs program. Within
minutes, police hustle him away.
1865—In Charleston, S.C., 10,000
people, most formerly-enslaved, includ-
ing veterans of the 54th Massachusetts
and 104th U.S. Colored Troops, hold

2011—Osama bin Laden, having
outlived the GW.[MD] Bush Ad-
ministration, is killed by SEAL Team
6 under orders from his successor.
2006—With stereotypical inefficien-
cy, state workers in Lucasville, Ohio
jab Joseph Clark 19 times over 86 min-
utes to kill him by lethal injection[s).
2003—Richard Perle, its architect,
writes that the Iraq War “ended with-
out the Arab world rising up against
us, as the war’s critics feared, without
the quagmire they predicted, without
the heavy losses in house-to-house
fighting they warned us to expect.”
1972—The good die young. J. Edgar
“Mary” Hoover doesit at 77.
1971—The U.S. Government reneges
on its permit, calls in the 82nd Air-
borne, arrests 12,600 protestors, and
packs them into D.C.s RFK stadium
without food, water, or sanitation.
1967—The California State Assembly
isvisited by 26 armed Black Panthers.
1964—1In Saigon, it’s a split double
header: a VC mine sinks the 496-foot
escort carrier U.S.N.S. Card, but De-
fense Secretary Robert Strange Mc-
Namara survives abomb plot.
1963—In Birmingham, Alabama,
959 schoolchildren are arrested for let-
ting themselves be attacked by dogs,
firehoses, and cops with billy clubs.
1940—Mississippi Governor Paul
Johnson, 60, clubs Jackson Daily News
editor Major Frederick Sullens from
behind. Sullens, 62, floors the Gover-

2016—A fter suggesting Ted Cruz’s
father  helped JFK
(prompting Cruz to recall Donald
Trump’s boast that dodging VD had
been his Vietnam) Trump wins the
Indiana Primary and clinches the
Republican Presidential nomination.
2003—The law of gravity busts the
Old Man of the Mountain.
1995—Alabama Governor
James reintroduces chain gangs.
1991—In Milwaukee, police remit a
naked, bleeding 14 year old boy to the
custody of Jeffrey Dahmer.
1987—The Miami Heraldreports thata
woman who was not his wife spent the
night in the D.C. townhouse of Sen.
Gary Hart’s (D-Colo.), who is quoted
today saying “Follow me around.”
1970—“[The North Vietnamese]
have been in a war for years and years,”
says Veep Spiro “Ted” Agnew. “Idon’t
think they are capable ... of continu-
ing this fight.”

1946—“Gruesome Gertie,” Louisi-
ana’s electric chair, wired by a drunken
trustee, fails to kill Willie Francis, 17.
He’s escorted back to Death Row. A
year later, Gertie kills Willie.
1945—The RAF bombs the German
ship Cap Arcona, believing it’s carrying
SS officers. Of 4,500 concentration
camp inmates aboard, 350 survive.
1927—Turnout for Liberia’s Presi-
dential election is 1,680 percent.
1909—A passenger train collides with
aswitching engine in the Portsmouth

assassinate

“Fob”

2004—The U.S. Army reveals that 10
prisoner deaths and 10 abuse cases in
Iraq and Afghanistan are under crim-
inal investigation. Also, Swift Boat
Veterans for Truth begin lying about
the laudable war record of the man
running to replace the Draft Dodger-
in-Chief who began those wars.
1990—Six-inch flames shoot from
Jesse Joseph Tafero’s head as Florida’s
“Old Sparky” takes three jolts and sev-
en minutes to kill him.
1989—U.S.M.C. Lieut. Col. Oliver
North is convicted of four felonies in
the Iran-Contra scandal, but a Con-
gressional screw-up lets him skate.
1970—Ohio National Guard troops
shoot 13 unarmed students, killing
four, at Kent State.

1961—The Freedom Rides begin
throughout the south.

1942—The Battle of the Coral Sea
begins. It lasts four days; 14 ships
are sunk or damaged, 159 planes de-
stroyed, and 1,565 men are killed. It
was a great victory.

1940—Nora Joyce says to James,
“Well, Jim, I haven't read any of your
books but I'll have to someday because
they must be good considering how
well they sell.”

1904—Charles Rollsmeets Henry Royce.
1886—In  Chicago’s
Square, demonstrators against May
3t police brutality at the McCormick
Reaper plant are attacked by more po-
lice. A bomb kills seven cops; a dubi-

Haymarket
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2017—In Santa Barbara, Calif, a
freshly-inspected Robinson R44 he-
licopter with a mechanical problem
crashes and burns in a parking lot,
incinerating two vans. Miraculously,
three aboard survive with injuries.
1985—1In Texas, a Robinson R22 he-
licopter celebrates Cinco de Mayo by
chewing its own tail offand plummet-
ing to earth, killing both aboard.
1985—President Reagan lays a
wreath ata cemetery full of Nazis.
1981—In Ireland’s Maze Prison,
Bobby Sands dies of starvation.
1970—]erry Rubin speaks at UNH.
1961—New Hampshire’s own Alan
Shepard prays, “Please, dear God,
don’t let me f__k up.” Prayer an-
swered, he’s 1st American in space.
1960—The U.S. announces that Gary
Powers’s U-2 was a “weather research
plane” and its pilot a “civilian em-
ployed by Lockheed.”

1945—The collier Black Point is tor-
pedoed by U-853 within sight of the
Point Judith, R.I. lighthouse.
1945—At a Sunday school picnic in
Bly, Ore., five Sunday school children
and a minister’s pregnant wife are
killed by a Japanese balloon bomb.
1925—]John T. Snopes is arrested in
Tennessee for teaching evolution. On
the team prosecuting Snopes is a man
named Sue K. Hicks.

1886—In Milwaukee, Gov. Jeremi-
ah Rusk orders 250 National Guard
soldiers to fire on a crowd of strikers.
They comply; seven die.
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2012—Stabbed in a bar fight, actor
Sean Bean orders another drink.
2010—An imaginary bus bomb in-
spires panic in Portsmouth, N.H.
2010—A Londoner scamming from
his parents’ basement gives The Invis-
ible Hand of the Market™ jitters: the
Dow drops nine pct. in five minutes.
1996—Missing for nine days, ex-CIA
Director William Colby turns up in
Chesapeake Bay, dead but remarkably
fresh-looking, 20 feet from where
searchers found his canoe eight days
earlier. Verdict: a routine drowning.
1992—After making a loud “bang,”
a Robinson R22 helicopter plummets
to earth at Mt. Pleasant, Tenn., killing
pilotand passenger.

1982—LAPD Chief Darryl Gates ex-
plains “some blacks [die in choke holds
because] the veins or arteries do not open
upasfastas they doin normal people.”
1978—In Chicago, First Lady Rosa-
lynn Carter is photographed shaking
hands with Polish Constitution Day
Parade chairman (and prolific serial
killer) John Wayne Gacy.
1967—Gen. Wallace Greene, Jr.,
U.S.M.C,, says in Manchester, N.H.
that America is winning the war in
Vietnam, “and I say that without any
doubt whatsoever.”

1868—Angry that Samuel Mills had
dropped from sight when the gallows
opened under him, hundreds of ob-
servers riot in Woodsville, N.H.
1864—Five generals are KIA in the
Battle of the Wilderness.
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1999—A U.S. B-2 drops five “smart
bombs” on the Chinese embassy in
Belgrade: three dead, 27 wounded.
1998—Treasury Secretary Robert
Rubin and Federal Reserve Chairman
Alan Greenspan successfully quash an
effort to regulate credit default swaps.
1992—Reporters reveal Ross Perot’s
“concern” over U.S. POWSs was most-
ly about Richard Nixon’s presidency.
1985—New York throws a ticker tape
parade for 25,000 Vietnam veterans.
Better late than never.
1955—Blackvotingactivist Rev. George
W. Lee is gunned down in Midnight,
Miss. No chargesare ever filed.
1954—The Viet Minh overrun the
French garrison at Dien Bien Phu.
1942—More than 100,000 Japa-
nese-Americans are sent to concen-
tration camps.
1931—In NYC, 300 cops entertain
15,000 bystanders by directing 700
rounds of rifle and machine gun fire
at a fifth-floor apartment in a room-
ing house on West 91st St. After two
hours Francis “Two-Gun” Crow-
ley, his 16-year old girlfriend Helen
Walsh, and his partner Rudolph
“Fats” Durringer surrender.
1931—1In Corbin, Ky. Harland Sand-
ers—later Col. Sanders—puts two
bullets in a gas station manager for
painting over a sign for his restaurant.
1896—Gilmanton-born Herman W.
Mudgett, aka “Dr. H.H. Holmes,”
fiendish killer of over 100 women, is
hanged for murdering one man.
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2006—CNN'’s Headline News adds
Glenn Beck to its lineup.

2003—A cargo door on a Rus-
sian-built plane flown by a Ukrainian
crew pops open over the Congo.
Three-fourths of the 200 aboard are
sucked from the plane.

1995—A Robinson R44 helicopter
destroys itself in flight over Saxony,
Germany. Four die; all are commercial
helicopter pilots.

1992—A Robinson R22 helicopter
loses power over Anaheim, Calif. and
crashes, killing the pilot.
1979—Salvadoran police maintain
order by killing 23 and wounding 70
atacathedral.

1970—“Hardhats” beat antiwar dem-
onstrators in New York. Nixon later
makes a leader Secretary of Labor.
1970—At the University of New
Mexico, 11 people protesting the
Vietnam War are bayoneted by Na-
tional Guardsmen.
1967—Muhammed Aliis indicted for
refusing to be inducted.
1964—Against Ike’s orders, Curtis
LeMay sends a B-47 into Russian
territory on a recon mission. It returns
with extra holes thanks to a MiG-17.
1963—In Hue, Ngo Dinh Diem’s
goons kill nine Buddhists for flying
their flag, then blame the’Cong.
1958—In Lima, Richard Nixon is
stoned and spat on by Peruvians.
1755—In Portsmouth, murderer
Eliphaz Dow becomes the first person
executed in New Hampshire.
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2017—President Donald Trump fires
FBI Director James Comey.
1999—At the University of Chicago,
two students competing ina scavenger
hunt build a plutonium-producing re-
actor. They come in second.
1989—“Whatawasteitis tolose one’s
mind,” says Veep Candidate Dan
Quayle, addressing the Negro College
Fund, “or not to have a mind is being
very wasteful, how true thatis.”
1980—The Liberian-flagged Sum-
mit Venture knocks out a span of St.
Petersburg, Fla’s Sunshine Skyway
Bridge, causing a Greyhound to
plunge into Tampa Bay killing 35.
1974—Congress finally begins to
ponder impeaching Richard Nixon.
1970—Richard Nixon chats with
antiwar students on the steps of the
Lincoln Memorial at 4 a.m.
1963—The U.S. orbits 480 million
bits of wire .7 inches long in a failed
communications experiment.
1961—FCC chairman Newton Mi-
now calls American television “a vast
wasteland.”

1969—7The New York Times reports the
U.S. is bombing Cambodia.
1967—DBecause he won't fight in Viet-
nam, Muhammad Ali is stripped of
the title he won in the ring.
1960—“The” pill is approved.
1958—On CBS’s “Trackdown,” law-
man Hoby Gilman exposes a con man
who claims that only he can save the
town from destruction. The con man’s
name is Walter Trump.
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2000—T think we agree,” George
W.[MD] Bush says to John McCain,
“the pastis over.”

1986—A Robinson R22 helicopter
makes a loud “pop” as its main rotor
severs its tail boom. It crashes in East
Fishkill, N.Y,, killing the pilot.
1973—Nixon cronies John Mitchell
and Maurice Stans are indicted, along
with Robert Vesco, for Vesco’s illegal
$200,000 campaign contribution.
1967—Capt. Howard Levy is jailed
for 3 years for refusing to train U.S.
soldiers for Vietnam.

1945—New Hamshire adopts the
motto, “Live Free or Die.”

1933—In Berlin, Joseph Goebbels
exhorts students to make Germany
great by burning books.

1919—In Charleston, S.C., white
sailors foment the first of 33 U.S. race
riots over a five-month period.
1908—The first Mother’s Day Service
is held in W.Va. at the instigation of
AnnaJarvis, who is arrested on Moth-
er’s Day 40 years later for protesting its
commercialization.

1869—Leland Stanford [aka “Stealin’
Landford”] fails to drive the Trans-
continental Railway’s “Golden Spike,”
because he’s drunk. “Every step of that
mighty enterprise,” says one Senator,
was “taken in fraud.”

1740—South Carolina passes a law
making it illegal for the enslaved to
assemble, raise food, earn money, or
learn to read, but makes it legal for
slave holders to kill the rebellious.
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2012—The Kuala Lumpur War
Crimes Commission finds George
W.[MD] Bush, Dick “Dick” Cheney,
Donald Rumsfeld, Tony Blair and
others guilty of war crimes.
2001—The tail boom falls off a Rob-
inson R44 helicopter afterit’s hitby its
own tail rotor. The subsequent crash
and fire kill two in Gorst, Wash.
2006—USA Today reports that the
NSA is tapping U.S. phones.
1975—In New York, 80,000 celebrate
the end of the Vietnam War.
1969—Huey Cobras mistakenly fire
on the 3/187 Battalion HQ on Ham-
burger Hill; two KIA, 35 WIA.
1969—A fire at the Rocky Flats nu-
clear bomb plant results in the release
of plutonium—and previously-sup-
pressed news thata fire 12 years earlier
had release 1,000 times as much.
1968—1In France, labor unions turn
out in support of student protests.
1966—“Itappears,” says Defense Sec.
Robert Strange McNamara, “that the
Viet Cong is [sic] losing what support
ithad from the rural population.”
1963—Blacks in Birmingham, Ala.
riot after two more KKK bombings.
1894—George Pullman cuts his
workers’ wages but not their rent; they
fight back with a wildcat strike.
1886—The Milwaukee Daily Sentinel
publishes an article headlined “No
Poles Need Apply,” praising the rail-
roads for firing immigrants.
1854—Birth of Ottmar Mergenthal-
er, inventor of the Linotype.

6:14 7:03

12:36

|
La Mals

Maca

-

French Pastry - Bistro - Wine Bar

121 Congress Street, Portsmouth
603.373.8401

O MavarRE

Paris aes

Madore
Electric

Residential &5 Commercial

Wiring Service

Serving the Seacoast since 1980

Licensed in Maine, Massachusetts, & New Hampshire

Sid Madore (603) 234-9996

dellE
COFFEEHOOSE

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH
3 Hale Street @ (603) 742-1737

OF THE PUREST OF PARENTS:
THE SUN AND THE SEA.”

— PyTHAGORAS (580-500 BC)

“SALT IS BORN

== PORTSMOUTH ===
NEW HAMPSHIRE

SINCE 2011

7 COMMERCIAL ALLEY ~ 766-1616
WWW.PORTSMOUTHSALTCELLAR.COM




