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The Fortnightly Rant

Now, That’s an Emergency

tanding in the Rose Garden a

fortnight ago, President Donald
J. Trump declared a national emer-
gency.*

Astute observers of the political
scene, however, were quickly able to
determine that there was no emer-
gency—a feat of deduction accom-
plished by the simple expedient of
listening to the President say so.

“I don’t need to do this,” he said,
“I just wanted to do it faster.” He
then flew to Florida to manage his
non-emergency from a secure bun-
ker at the 12th hole of the Trump
National Golf Course at Mar-a-
Lago.

In Maryland that same day, Fed-
eral authorities arrested a man they
alleged to be a domestic terrorist
inspired by the Norwegian mass
murderer Anders Breivik. Fifteen
weapons and 1,000 rounds of am-
munition were seized from his sub-
urban home.

Prosecutors said they also found
the suspect’s hitlist, a spreadsheet
listing the names of critics of Pres-
ident Trump. Included on the list
were half a dozen Democratic
Members of Congress, two CNN
news anchors, and two more from
MSNBC. Those were just the high-
lights—the suspect planned, they
said, to “murder innocent civilians
on ascale rarely seen in this country.”
Considering which country they’re
talking about, that’s a potential na-
tional emergency right there.

Making the case just that much

*The President’s tone would have sounded
familiar to anyone who’s been in a dive bar
during some sad booze hound’s recitation
of how the world done him wrong: “So, the
order is signed ... and we will have a na-
tional emergency, and we will then be sued,
and they will sue us in the 9th Circuit, even
though it shouldnt be there, and we will
possibly get a bad ruling, and then we’ll get
another bad ruling, and then we’ll end up in
the Supreme Court, and hopefully we'll get
a fair shake, and we’ll win in the Supreme
Court, just like the ban, they sued us in the
9th circuit ...” &c., ad nauseam.

more disturbing, Christopher Has-
son, the suspect in question, is an
active-duty Lieutenant in the U.S.
Coast Guard. If our Coast Guard
is currently staffed by officers so
dumb that they leave incriminating
evidence on government comput-
ers, we'll be staying on dry land until
further notice.

Speaking of computers, anyone
with a half hour to spend on The
Google can find plenty of credible
evidence that Lieutenant Hasson
is far from the only neo-Nazi on
active duty. That may smack of an
emergency to the nation’s remaining
veterans of the war in Europe. The
case has all but disappeared, though,
from the mainstream media’s mal-
functioning radar.

Kaiser Health News tweeted on
Wednesday, “More than 42 percent
of the 9.5 million people diagnosed
with cancer from 2000 to 2012
drained their life’s assets within two
years, according to a study published
last year in the American Journal of
Medicine.”

If a third of a million sick people
go broke every year, is that a national
emergency? Or are 333,333 indi-
vidual emergencies just a recurring
annual coincidence?

According to recent news reports,
thousands of kids are being groped
on our southern border while they’re
trying to escape from Central
America—a region that became a
hellhole largely due to the machina-
tions of the Dulles brothers.

Luckily for us, we suffer fewer
national emergencies than we cre-
ate for others. Global emergencies
are another matter. Our appetite for
carbon is going to bite us almost as

T Were actually quite serious. See 7Zhe
Brothers: John Foster Dulles, Allen Dulles, and
Their Secret World War, by Stephen Kinzer
(Henry Holt, 2013), and 7he Devil’s Chess-
board: Allen Dulles, the CIA, and the Rise of
America’s Secret Government, by David Tal-
bot (Harper/Collins, 2015).
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badly as it will everyone else.

Rocket billionaires like Elon
Musk and Jeff Bezos think they’ll
just zoom off and terraform Mars.
We'll be happy to wave goodbye and
wish them the best of luck. They’ll
need it. The rest of us chumps,
though, are literally grounded.
Whatever Earth’s atmosphere has
in store for us, were gonna get—
from sea to shining, plastic-polluted
sea. And we're a little bit concerned
about that. Bad climate news has
been rolling in faster than we can
track it. Apparently there’s some
danger that the clouds may boil off,
with catastrophic results. Is there any
other kind anymore? Also, a crucial,
previously-stable Antarctic glacier is
suddenly off to the races.

Pakistan shot down an Indian
fighter plane this week. It was the
first cross-border incursion between
the two nuclear-armed powers since
the Kargil War in 1999. Ordinarily
our Ambassador to Pakistan would

be trying to mediate, but we don't
seem to have one at the moment.
The Assistant Secretary of State for
South and Central Asian Affairs slot
is empty, too.

If a nuclear war starts in South
Asia and there’s no one there to take
fallout readings, is it still an emer-
gency? Maybe we don't need to wor-
ry about nuclear war. The Washington
Examiner ran a piece Wednesday
headlined, “How a nuclear war be-
tween India and Pakistan could
reverse global warming.” Author
Phillip Klein was quick to point
out that his piece wasn't “meant as
a how-to guide advocating nucle-
ar war as some sort of out-of-the
box alternative solution to climate
change. It’s meant as a description of
the science surrounding how a the-
oretical regional nuclear war could
affect the Earth’s atmosphere, and
thus the climate, even for people not
directly in the blast radius.”

That'’s a relief. One would hate to

think that a newspaper belonging to
Philip Anschutz, the 38th richest
person in the U.S. and a prodigious
donor to Republican politicians,
would be entertaining the notion
that if global warming is a problem,
nuclear war is the solution. That
would reallybea....

We began this Rant intending
to end it with this point: the true
purpose of Trump’s Wall is to shore
up his base of support for the 2020
election.

In other words, the Wall is noth-
ing more than a campaign advertise-
ment that Trump intends to fund by
looting the Pentagon’s construction
budget.

‘There was a time when a scandal
like that would constitute a national
emergency all by its lonesome. These
days, though, it just gets lost in the
shuffle—which, it could be argued,
constitutes ....

Oh, never mind.

The Alleged News®

Two States, One Death Penalty

Once again our General Court
is grappling with the question,
“should New Hampshire kill people
to make the point that killing people
is wrong?”

We bring up this issue not to
mock—though, when framed as
simply as possible, the question does
sound a bit odd—but to normalize
our home state by pointing out that
we're not alone. Wyoming just asked
itself the same question.

'The Casper, Wyoming Star-Tri-
bune celebrated Valentine’s Day
by reporting that their Senate had
just shot down—metaphorically
speaking—a bill which would have
repealed that state’s death penalty. A
12-18 vote ended “what had been
up to now the most successful leg-
islative effort in recent memory to
do away with capital punishment,”
according to Star-Tribune reporter

Nick Reynolds. The bill had passed
“by a safe margin’in the house.

All'in all, that’s a pretty close out-
come for a state that gave Donald
Trump a margin of victory of over
45 percent.

What was most striking about
Reynolds’ story was the rationale
given by one Senator:

“Sen. Lynn Hutchings, R-Chey-
enne, argued that without the death
penalty, Jesus Christ would not have
been able to die to absolve the sins
of mankind, and therefore capital
punishment should be maintained.

“The greatest man who ever lived
died via the death penalty for you
and me, she said. Tm grateful to
him for our future hope because of
this. Governments were instituted
to execute justice. If it wasn't for Je-
sus dying via the death penalty, we
would all have no hope.”

Somehow, despite its proximity
to Wyoming, the neighboring state
of Montana engendered an organi-
zation called Conservatives Con-
cerned About the Death Penalty.

According to a press release,
Conservatives Concerned About
the Death Penalty is “a nationwide
group of conservatives questioning
whether capital punishment is con-
sistent with conservative principles
and values due to the system’s ineffi-
ciency, inequity, and inaccuracy.”

Assuming that things went as
planned, by the time we go to press,
the organization’s National Manag-
er, Hannah Cox, will have testified
that she changed her stance on the
death penalty “a number of years ago
for the reasons that many other con-
servatives have. I realized there are
innocence issues—with 164 wrong-

fully convicted people freed from

death rows—as well as high costs,
the lack of a deterrent effect, and
arbitrariness and bias in the system.”

Bills to repeal have passed here
before, only to be vetoed, once
by Democratic Governor Jeanne
Shaheen, once by incumbent Re-
publican Governor Chris Sununu.
If repeal passes again, Sununu has
vowed to veto it again. This time,
though, there’s a chance, however
slim, that the veto might be over-
turned.

Susan the Bruce, who blogs from
up north somewhere [susanthebruce.
blogspot.com], has written eloquently
on this topic, deftly bringing to the
fore a point that might sway even
the hardest-hearted:

“We should, perhaps, take a mo-
ment to consider this. New Hamp-
shire hasn’t conducted an execution

since 1939. Will we bring the death

penalty out of mothballs to kill [Mi-
chael Addison] a black man? Would
we hang him? Tiny, white, New
Hampshire proudly clings to the
first in the nation presidential pri-
mary, despite rumblings from oth-
er states that we're tiny, white, and
clueless about the rest of the country.
If the moral arguments against the
death penalty don’t sway folks, per-
haps the very real potential of losing
that exalted primary status will.”

The Sanders Poynt Saga is Now Complete

Six years and four months after it
began, it seems safe to say that the
epic legal battle over public access to
Little Harbor at Sanders Poynt has
finally ended.

It began on Halloween, give or

The Alleged News®
to page two




Page 2 — The New Hampshire Gazette, Friday, March 1, 2019

The Alleged News®
Jfrom page one

take a day, of the year 2012, when
employees of the Wentworth by the
Sea Country Club, (William “Bill”
Binnie, proprietor), exceeding the
permission granted by a Town of
Rye building permit, blocked off a
small parking area and small boat
launch area at Sanders Poynt.

Local resident Robert Jesurum
asked the State’s Attorney General
to remedy this obvious abridgement
of the peoples’ rights, but the AG
declined. Undaunted, Jesurum hired
the law firm of Shaines & McEach-
ern to sue Binnie’s golf course on
behalf of the public.

As events were to show, the law
was clearly against Binnie. He
seemed to believe, though, that
money was on his side. Testimony
in open court revealed his strategy:
to drag out the court battle until
mounting legal fees forced Jesurum
to concede.

Binnie had misjudged his oppo-
nent. Eventually the State Supreme
Court ruled for Jesurum—and the
people. Faced with a final order to
remove his elaborate triple barrier

of boulders, fencing, and tall, dense

hedges, and restore the graveled
parking area, Binnie complied as
begrudgingly as possible.

'The final issue was the placement
of signage. Playing true to form,
Binnie had a small sign erected
which was barely visible to passing
motorists. Dogged as ever, Jesurum
asked the clearly exasperated court
to compel Binnie to do the right
thing. In mid-January, the court gave
Binnie one month to comply.

In mid-February, we asked Je-
surum if he was satisfied with the
result. Was this saga really over?

“Im happy,” he replied, “that
WBTSCC finally obeyed the judge’s
order, as she was forced to spell it
out. Judge [Marguerite] Wageling
ruled that the sign, though barely
adequate in size, would be visible to
motorists if properly placed, and that
is what they did.

“Tam relieved that, finally, the case
appears to be over, after more than
six years. We won a great victory.
My only regrets are on behalf of
Paul Sanders having lost his histor-
ical marker and a concern that the
parking area was not well installed,
has severe puddling problems, and is
in danger of neglectful maintenance
from alandowner who has displayed
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The Flag Police are not automatons. They are capable of maki

ng allowances

under certain circumstances. There are limits to their forbeamnce, though.
They are not about to grant amnesty to any business which can afford to

make a hobby out of suing the City.
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no interest in pleasing the public.”

Justice has finally been done—no
thanks to the Attorney General—
at a cost to Jesurum of more than
$100,000. Devotees of karmic jus-
tice may rest assured that Binnie’s
expenses—constructing the triple
barrier, hiring a succession of lawyers
and a landscape architect, removing
the triple barrier—had to have been
far greater.

"The Coastal Conservation Asso-
ciation of New Hampshire has been
accepting donations to reimburse
Jesurum. To date they have raised
more than $17,015. They are still
soliciting donations. Checks can be
sent to: Coastal Conservation As-

sociation of N.H., PO Box 4372,
Portsmouth N.H., 03802.

We had hopes—slim ones, to be
sure—that the manifesto we pub-
lished one month ago would result
in a solid commitment from the
USPS to maintain a full service Post
Office in the McIntyre Building.

In a piece published in the Porss-
mouth Herald on February 12th,
representatives of the Postal Service,
the City, and the developer all made
reassuring statements. They includ-
ed loopholes large enough for an
entire vital public service to escape
through.

The AWLD, quoted a city press
release which stated that USPS vice
president for facilities Tom Samra
had “agreed the postal service wi//
attempt to secure a suitable down-
town space, possibly in a redeveloped
Mclntyre space.”[ Emphasis added. ]

“If in the future, a space can be
identified in the Portsmouth down-
town area that meets our operational
needs on terms that are acceptable
to the Postal Service, including, for
example, length of term and rental
payments that do not exceed fair
market value, then the USPS would
be able to move retail operations
back to the downtown area [from
the bulk mail facility at Heritage Av-
enue, where it now plans to move].”

If pigs had wings, then ...

Deputy City Manager Nancy
Colbert Puff said the Postal Ser-
vice had indicated it was “open to
options in the downtown and they
need to find a suitable space.” How
about a commitment? “They left it
open.”

No suitable space? Well, then ...

We are mortified.

Two Die in Robinson Helicopter Crash
A Norwegian couple in their 40s
were killed February 17th when
their Robinson R44 helicopter
crashed near Roldal. Jarle Hegerland
and his wife Ann-Cathrin Losvik, of
Avaldsnes on Karmey, were report-
ed missing late that night. The next
morning their bodies were found in
the wreckage.

A few days earlier, on February
13th, two American tourists escaped
with their lives after a bad landing in
a Robinson R44. According to the
Daily Mail, quoting Radio Mitre,
“Walter Quiroga was piloting the
aircraft with two American pas-
sengers aboard and were travelling
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over the Uco Valley [of Argentina],
aregion famous for drawing tourists
to its wine vineyards in the province
of Mendoza.” Engine trouble forced
Quiroga to attempt a forced land-
ing. The machine landed hard, then
flipped on its side. It was badly dam-
aged, but the passengers suffered
only minor injuries.

Listen Up and Dle Right
It’s a mystery: everyone knows how
alousy ending can dampen your en-
joyment of an otherwise excellent
movie, yet few take the time to learn
how to avoid a less-than-optimal
end to their lives.

Katy Butler wants to change that.
'The bestselling author will visit The
Music Hall March 6th as part of its
Innovation + Leadership series, to
share The Art Of Dying Well: A Prac-
tical Guide to a Good End of Life, her
compassionate and crucial hand-
book for passing peacefully.

Seeking to restore an element of
the sacred to the process of dying,
Butler provides the tools to navi-
gate a modern medical system that
is inadequately designed to meet
the needs of the elderly and patients
managing prolonged illnesses. Pre-
paring readers for seven phases of

late life, from vigorous old age to the
final breath, The Art Of Dying Well
is indispensable for those caring
for aging parents, or contemplating
their own advancing years.

“Katy Butler has clear eyes and
speaks plainly about complicated
decisions. This book is chock-full of
good ideas.”—Sallie Tisdale, author
of Adwice for Future Corpses.

This event will begin at 7:00 p.m.
'The ticket package is $41. In addi-
tion to a reserved seat, the package
includes a copy of the book ($26
hardcover), a bar beverage, Q+A,
and book signing meet-and-greet.
Packages can be purchased online at
TheMusicHall.org/events/'katy-butler,
over the phone at (603) 436-2400,
or in person at the Box Office at
the Historic Theater, 28 Chestnut
Street.

“And Still We Rise”—Improving Race
Relations in a Divided Country

'The Black Heritage Trail of New
Hampshire (BHTNH) will host
“And Still We Rise,” an exploration
of ways to improve race relations in
a divided country, at the Portsmouth
Public Library on Sunday, March
10th.

A panel moderated by Cait

1t would hardly be just for the Flag Police to require strict compliance from
commercial enterprises—see accompanying citation, on opposite page—
while allowing ‘public-private partnerships” such as the Pease Tradeport

to to deviate from the Flag Code.
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Vaughan, community organizer for
Maine Family Planning, will discuss
three innovative ways bridges have
been built to help overcome the ra-
cial divide in New England.

Wildolfo (Will) Arvelo, formerly
the president of Great Bay Commu-
nity College, and now the director
of the N.H. Division of Economic
Development, with his understand-
ing of both higher education and
the workforce needs of business and
industry, will discuss new state ini-
tiatives for greater economic growth
through diversity and inclusion.

Judy Dow, a Winooski Abenaki
tribal member and the Executive
Director of Gedakina, Inc.,a Native
American Experiential Outdoor
Education and Leadership De-
velopment organization, has been
documenting sustainable land use
practices with Indigenous youth in
New England. She’ll discuss her
efforts working to strengthen the
cultural knowledge and identity of
New England Native American
youth and families.

Brenda Bailey Lett has a Masters
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in Community Mental Health and
Community Economic Develop-
ment from Southern N.H. Univer-
sity. She will lead a dialogue around
reparation for the injuries of enslave-
ment and its aftermath.

“And Still We Rise”will take place
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. in the Leven-
son Room of the Portsmouth Public
Library, at 175 Parrott Avenue. As
with all the Tea Talks, this event is
free and open to the public.

'The Winter Tea Talk Series, pre-
sented by the Black Heritage Trail
of New Hampshire in partnership
with the Portsmouth Public Library,
is a series of participatory lectures
related to New Hampshire’s Black
history and African American cul-
ture. More information and the full
schedule, can be found at: blackher-
itagetrailnh.org/programs/tea-talks/.

'The Black Heritage Trail of New
Hampshire works “to open hearts
and minds for a deeper understand-
ing of who we are as a collective and
to recognize that we share a unique-
ly American heritage.” Building on
the success of the Portsmouth Black

Heritage Trail that started more
than two decades ago, the new state-
wide Black Heritage Trail connects
the stories of New Hampshire’s Af-
rican heritage by documenting and
marking many of the historic sites
that testify to this rich history.

Guided tours and public pro-
grams, along with educational ma-
terials and teacher workshops, will
continue to be developed by the
Black Heritage Trail to promote
awareness of African-American cul-
ture and to honor all the people of
African descent whose names may
not have been included in previous
town histories. The Black Heritage
Trail of New Hampshire provides
a variety of learning experiences
for adults and children. Offerings
include school programs, guided
tours, traveling programs, lectures,
and workshops.

'The Black Heritage Trail of New
Hampshire is an independent, non-
profit organization. The organiza-
tion is a registered 501c 3 nonprofit;
Taxpayer Identification Number
81-3921917.

“If you tremble with indignation at every injustice,

then you are a comrade of mine.”

— Che Guevara

— Not-So-Random Thoughts from an Oregon Subscriber

We are pleased to announce that, thanks to volunteer distributors,
this newspaper can now be  found at the following locations:

Concord:

The State House Visitor’s Center,
Gibson’s Book Store, 45 S. Main St.
Concord COOP Grocery Store, 24 S. Main St.
Concord Public Library, 45 Green St.
Franklin Pierce Law School, 2 White St.

Hanowver:
Hanover Public Library, 13 South St.
Keene:
Keene Public Library, 60 Winter St.

Lebanon:
Lebanon Public Library, 9 E. Park St.
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GOP Steadfast in Righting the Ship of State!
Dear Editor,

The Republican Party stands for
upholding the U.S. Constitution and
its laws, holding fast to the American
Dream which includes the work ethic
of Capitalism, is a Party of morality
and ethics, a Party which believes in
law and order, a Party which believes
in individual responsibility and per-
sonal reward through one’s own ef-
forts. The Republican Party believes in
less government control, low taxes,and
workfare not welfare. The Republican
Party believes in a strong U.S.A. with
definite borders. We don't believe in
infanticide, and believe if you do the
crime you do the time! We believe in
saluting our American flag, and we be-
lieve that God created this Nation to
be a force for Good in the world! It’s a
privilege to be an American citizen...
one that’s earned every day!

'The Democrat [sic] Party, on the
other hand, is hell-bent on destroying
America and forming an entirely new
government where the philosophy is
one of Entitlement...where everyone
has a right to American citizenship,
where everyone has a right to free
education, free medicine, free social
security, free housing, where taking
drugs is legitimate, where infanticide
is sanctioned, where you get a free
out-of-jail card if you commit a crime.
And, the list goes on! It seems the phi-
losophy of the Democrat [sic] Party is
one that does not promote individual
responsibility and personal growth by
one’s own merits, but “leaching” [sic]
off the hard work of others!

Nick De Mayo

Sugar Hill, N.H.

Nick:

Thank you for sending this remarkable
communiqué. We can't recall the last time
we received anything quite so...unset~
thing.

Our initial reaction was fear that you
may have sent it under duress while being
held hostage by the Republican National
Committee. That seems the most likely
reason a person might spontaneously de-
clare allegiance to a criminal enterprise
passing itself off as the legitimate political
heir to the Party of Lincoln. If so you're
out of luck. We don’t negotiate with ter-

TOrIsES.

As for your line about the Republi-
can Party “holding fast to the American
Dream,” permit us to paraphrase one of
the 20th century’s most astute philos-
ophers, George Carlin: “they call it the
American Dream because you've got to be
asleep to believe it.”

Of course, you may simply have been
striving for some sort of comic effect—
very simply. Do you have a day job? If
so, stick with it.

Most telling was your indictment of the
party whose name you insist on getting
wrong. Your litany of its alleged sins—es-
pecially when viewed in the light of your
groveling paean to the GOP—perfectly
exemplifies what the shrinks call projec-
tion: if you're guilty of something, accuse
your opponent of it.

Please, keep writing. Dissecting your
letters is a welcome distraction from
the environmental hell towards which
your party’s policies are sending us in a
clapped-out, over-priced hand-basket.

The Editor

Democrats Can’t Handle the Truth
To the Editor:

'The newly formed Congress is the
most interesting to come along in
many years and all the interest comes
from the Democratic-controlled
House of Representatives as their
elation of gaining control has turned
the joy of victory into the chagrin of
reality brought about by two brave
women—T/ulsi Gabbard and IThan
Omar—who have dared to speak the
truth, and in doing so have come un-
der attack from their own party. But as
is always the case this is what happens
to those who speak the truth to a den
of liars and thieves.

Tulsi Gabbard is challenging the
wisdom of the perpetual wars in the
Middle East recognizing that these
wars are not in America’s interests, are
illegal, and a waste of blood and trea-
sure.

Representative Omar, the other
teller of an inconvenient truth, quite
correctly reveals the enormous pow-
er of Israel and AIPAC on both the
foreign and domestic policies of the
United States. And these Israeli in-
terests are not those of America; they

are those of Israel. Walking away from
the Iran nuclear deal was just one of
them. Even more profound is the bill
that would deny to Americans their
First Amendment right to join in
or advocate for the boycott of Isra-
el, while at the same time and in the
face of America’s financial problems
and the threats against Social Secu-
rity, veterans benefits, and Medicare,
the bill will give to Israel a minimum
of thirty-eight billion dollars over the
next ten years. The Congresspersons,
both Democrat and Republican, who
support the anti-BDS portion of this
bill are violating their sworn oath to
uphold and defend the Constitution.
'The only person it seems who is doing
the defending and upholding is Rep-
resentative Omar.

Of course, the old worn but effec-
tive charge of anti-Semitism has been
bought out, particularly by the Clinton
clan, in order to ridicule and discredit
this brave woman. However, the truth
has a way of asserting itself and it has
come in the form of the one brave fe-
male who dares to reveal it. It recalls
to mind the observation of the great
Martin Luther King—that the arc of
history bends toward justice.

One more thing: It seems the Dem-
ocrats can't tolerate independent, out-
spoken females.

John Dente

Wilmington, Del.

Jobn:

ﬂfz‘er our recent, somewhat contentious
exchanges, were pleased to ﬁnd ourselves
in agreement with much of your criticism
of the Democrats. That said, what’s the
point of replying if we can't agreeably
disagree?

We must pick a few nits regarding
your characterization of the Democrats
as having antipathy towards “indepen-
dent, outspoken females.” This charge
seems questionable mostly because it5 so

Jfamiliar as a standard line of Republican
bushwah.

There are few things Republicans enjoy

maore than accusing Democrats of hypoc-
risy. We suspect that’s because projecting
their own flaws and deficiencies upon
others is so central a component of the
GOPs repertoire.

Sean Hannity, Rush Limbaugh, and
Tucker Carlson—the troika of twisted
twaddle—constantly accuse Democrats
who profess gender equality of actually
oppressing women. That—coming from
authoritarian mouthpieces bleating pro-
paganda for a monolithic system bent on
turning every human of whatever gender
into a profit center—is simultaneously hi-
larious and nauseating.

Stripped of their mawkish faux-con-
cern and translated into blunt English,
their true message is, “in order to protect
the delicate ﬂawer of womanhood, it is
necessary to strip these babes and bimbos
of their right to self~determination.”

When Democrats do come down hard
on the likes of Gabbard, Ilhan, AOC, &,
we suspect that its more a matter of their
unwillingness to adbere to the approved
corporate/big donor line.

In other words, we wonder—why are
you so strict with Democrats while giving
the GOP a pass? Having asked the ques-
tion, the answer becomes obvious—who’s
got time to catalog all their sins?

The Editor

Justifies Fear with Dubious Numbers
To the Editor:

Every day an average of five people
(DHS numbers) are killed by illegal
aliens in our country. Every day five
more families grieve because politi-
cians refuse to enforce our laws. Presi-
dent Trump is fighting to enforce our
laws to save lives. Democrat [sic] lead-
ers led by Speaker Pelosi and Senator
Schumer and supported by our dele-
gation (Democrats Hassan, Shaheen,
Kuster,and Pappas) fight to stop Pres-

ident Trump from enforcing our laws
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Every day about 39 women suffer
the trauma of being raped by illegal
aliens. At least 300 more people are
assaulted, kidnapped, robbed, burglar-
ized, or otherwise victimized every day
by illegal aliens in our country. Presi-
dent Trump is trying to reduce these
numbers to the right number, zero.
Democrats oppose President Trump’s
efforts to protect Americans.

Every day about 120 people die of
heroin or other illegal drugs mostly
coming from Mexico. Millions of ille-
gal drug users and their families suffer
as well. These deadly drugs are often
distributed by illegal aliens who hide
in illegal alien communities. President
Trump is trying to stop the flow of il-
legal drugs to Americans. Democrats
feign concern by improving detection
at border control checkpoints, but they
fight efforts to stop the huge flow of
drugs through our open border.

Because New Hampshire is a rel-
atively safe state, many people don’t
realize the illegal alien threat until
someone they care about becomes a
victim; then it’s too late. Others see
the illegal alien caused harm and, like
President Trump, want to end the
needless victimization of Americans
by people who have no right to be
here.

Democrat [sic] leaders fight against
President Trump’s efforts to protect
the American people. They refuse to
acknowledge the problem; they won't
even meet with Angel parents. Dem-
ocrat [sic] “sanctuary” cities release
illegal alien criminals, allowing them
to victimize others. Democrats en-
courage illegal immigration with their
talk, policies, and funding. Democrats
fight against President Trump’s efforts
to the implement the plan that Border
Patrol experts say is needed to control
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Prominent Democrats including
Presidential candidates show disdain
for American lives by advocating elim-
inating Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, tearing down all border
barriers, and even preventing notifying
ICE when illegal aliens illegally try to
purchase guns.

President Trump is fighting to en-
force our laws and stop the totally
avoidable victimization of many thou-
sands of Americans by illegal aliens
annually. Democrats claim to care
about others. So, it astounds me that
grassroots Democrats don't demand
that their Democrat [sic] leaders stop
protecting illegal aliens and help Pres-
ident Trump end the totally avoidable
killing, raping, robbing, assaulting,
kidnapping, or otherwise victimizing
many thousands of Americans every
year.

Don Ewing

Meredith, N.H.

Don:

As usual, the ﬁgures you cite are squishy,
impossible to verify, and framed for max-
imum inflammatory effect. This, coupled
with your history of providing verifi-
ably-false ‘data” on at least one occasion,
require us to dismiss them out of hand.

The arguments they are meant to but-
tress fare no better under analysis. Undoc-
umented immigrants—syou, of course, use
the pejorative term “illegal aliens,” which,
extended back in time, could easily have
encompassed murderous conquistadors,
the Pilgrims who would have starved,
had they not looted food caches, . .
ad nauseam—commit violent crimes no
maore often than citizens. Perbaps fewer,
the difference is too slight to matter.

You, or at least the political party whose
line you follow faithfully, profess to em-
brace the Judeo-Christian ethic. (If you
are, in fact, an atheist or worshipper of
Satan, please accept our apologies. ) What

the hell, we would ask, are you doing try-
ing to turn away those in desperate need?

Leaving aside religion, after a century
of American foreign policy which blud-
geoned Central America into acquiescence
to the demands of the United Fruit Com-
pany and other miscreants, do you think
we bear no responsibility?

The Editor

It’s that “S” Word...Again
To the Editor:

Back in the early 1950’s when I was
a kid, two wars were raging. One was
America’s cold war with Russia. The
Russians were rotten Commies, prop-
agators of the Big Red Lie, and a daily
menace to our existence. We were the
good guys, they were the bad guys. Fair
enough.

'The other war was with Organized
Labor. They were “rotten Socialists”
who were threatening to undermine
free enterprise. Organized Labor, it
turns out, probably deserved much of
the abuse it received due to its strong-
arm tactics, inexcusably lax labor stan-
dards, and flat-out corruption. They
had it coming.

Conlflating the Socialist labor
movement with the Communist
threat was mostly a convenient propa-
ganda ploy. Two for the price of one. A
threat from without, and a threat from
within. Stir the pot. Lock ‘em up.

Pretty ironic: the new cry against
Socialism is coming from a President
who is arguably in bed with Russia’s
current dictator. Possibly in bed be-
cause of undisclosed financial ties.
When you get in bed and money’s in-
volved, the profession has a name. The
President says the press is picking on
him. They should.

Russia, it turns out, was never a
Communist nation. It was a dictator-
ship with a license to steal. Same for
Venezuela. Dictatorships with licens-

es to steal abound these days. Some
would argue Wall Street has a license
to steal.

Here’s my point. Words have mean-
ing, but not always the same meaning
Merriam-Webster assigned. Socialism
is one of those words. Please look it up
before you start throwing it around
like a grenade. You probably won't
find a definition that says: “Pooling
resources for something beneficial in
a way that makes sense.” To find that
definition, you need to look under
“good government.”

Rick Littlefield

Barrington, N.H.

Rick:

We can't quite put our finger on “why,”
but for some reason, as we read this, we
thought of George Orwell.

The Editor

Now We Have a National Emergency
Dear Editor,

We've seen him stumble, reading
speeches on a teleprompter, and we've
heard he won't, or can', read daily CIA
intelligence briefing reports. But there
is one book that Donald Trump kept
beside his bed and studied carefully,
according to his first wife, Ivana. Adolf
Hitler’s My New Order held Trump’s
attention as he read this tome on using
propaganda to control a nation.

After the Parliament building was
destroyed by a suspicious fire, Hitler
issued the 1933 “Reichstag Fire De-
cree,” giving him extraordinary pow-
ers that crushed Germany’s democracy
under the jackboot of dictatorship. Is
Trump attempting to replay that di-
saster with his phony “national emer-
gency” declaration?

Declaring a national emergency
gives the President many more dan-
gerous powers than simply spending
military base reconstruction funds to
build a useless, symbolic wall. It en-
ables censorship of our free press; it
enables massive spying on American
citizens with tools unimaginable in

Hitler’s time; it could squelch Muel-
ler’s investigation.

Democrats will oppose this fake
“emergency,” but Senate Republicans
also need to stand up for our democ-
racy, now, before Trump actually uses
this power, or it will be too late to stop
catastrophe.

Bruce Joffe

Piedmont, Calif.

Bruce:

Thanks for the reminder that in this
era of flim-flam, it’s always a mistake to
look only at the point where the person on
stage 1s directing your attention.

The Editor

The Poltcal Revolutionis All About Justce
To the Editor:

'The establishment of justice for all
was one of the primary goals of the
founding fathers as evidenced by the
inclusion of the idea in the Preamble
to the Constitution of the United
States. The Pledge of Allegiance of
the United States also promises “lib-
erty and justice for all.”

As a strong proponent of justice, I
was elated to hear that U.S. Senator
Bernie Sanders has thrown his hat
into the ring of a large field of excel-
lent Democratic candidates. Bernie
has clearly raised the bar for what we
should expect from our public ser-
vants, and I am therefore thrilled that
he is now vying to become the Demo-
cratic Party nominee. It would be a real
win for justice if Bernie replaces the
current occupant of the Oval Office
in 2020, providing the occupant hasn't
already been impeached and or indict-
ed for high crimes before the election.

During his announcement, Bernie
vowed to see the Progressive Political
Revolution, which he started in 2015,
to its finish with a laser focus on the
following: economic, political, social,
racial, gender, environmental, criminal,
and international justice.

Bernie’s message to the 13+ million
who voted for him in the 2016 Dem-
ocratic Primaries, the Revolution, was
that we can attain justice in order to
transform our country into a democ-
racy that works for the many. We, the
people can effectively oppose the cur-
rent oligarchy that works simply for

the few by taking on the powerful spe-
cial interests who dominate our eco-
nomic and political life. By working
together, we the people of the Revolu-
tion can fight for justice by successfully
fighting against the stranglehold that
‘Wall Street, the health insurance and
pharmaceutical industries, the fossil
fuel industry, the Military Industrial
Complex, the private prison industry,
and multinational corporations have
onus.

Although Bernie did not imply
that accomplishing our goals would
be the least bit easy, he did remind us
that while the special interests have
the money and power on their side,
the Progressive Political Revolution
has the vast majority of people on its
side to focus on promoting liberty and
justice for all.

Wayne H. Merritt

Dover,N.H.

Wayne:

Many of our current societal ills are
symptomatic of the broad failure of our
government to provide, as you say, ‘justice
Jfor all.” The effort to maintain and defend
that failure currently employs the major-
ity of Washington lobbyists. Wall Street,
of course, provides much of their funding.

Ina superﬁcial sense, one might say
that Bernie won in 2016: positions that
were previously seen as outlandish and
radical proved to be immensely popular—
once the citizenry finally got a chance to
hear and vote on them. Most of the Dem-
ocrats now running echo positions which
were previously espoused only by Bernie.

Regardless of whether he wins the
nomination—or the Presidency—bhis
participation in 2020 will do the nation
good.

The Editor

Trump Looking for Land Mines?
To the Editor:

President Trump finally came to
the end of his petty guessing game as
to whether or not he would sign the
newest border wall funding deal of-
fered by Congress. He had claimed to
be reviewing the legislation and was
on the lookout for “land mines.”
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“The propagandist’s purpose is

Murph’s Fortnightly Quote

to make one set of people forget that
certain other sets of people are human.”

—Aldous Huxley, from The Olive Tree, 1937
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Sometimes Old is Good
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the National Register of Historic Places,
it was restored in 1981 by Russell Fellows
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The Northcountry Chronicle

Gunplay in Goshen

by William Marvel

As a child I entertained a vague
notion of time as a dimension
that could be modified or reversed by
a change in physical location. I was
not yet old enough for school when,
on a road trip somewhere in the
South, my mother pointed toward
distant mountains and apprised me
that there were people out there who
were “still fighting the war.” In her
parlance, “the war”was not the world
war that had ended a few years earli-
et, but the one that had been fought
nearly a century before, in which she
knew that I already had an interest.
Her comment made me want to
turn toward those mountains, for I
supposed that if we reached a certain
elevation or crested a particular ridge
we might stumble upon a camp of
Confederate soldiers.

I found it difficult to grasp the
idea that vast, tumultuous events
could disappear entirely, and forever.
By their sheer intensity such epochs
seemed destined to persist in some
form—preserved vestigially within
one of the innumerable folds that
I envisioned wrinkling the face of

time as the Appalachians corrugate
the surface of the earth. In the mists
of some ethereal mountain mo-
ment, fifes had to be tooting “The
British Grenadiers” for Redcoats on
their way to chastise upstart rebels.
'The recesses of the cordillera must
be hiding remnants of Geronimo’s
Apache band, still resisting the con-
quest of their culture.

My pockets-of-the-past con-
cept of residual history crumbled
quickly when the last veterans of
the Civil War died off. If everyone
everywhere agreed that they were all
gone, it seemed presumptuous of me
to dispute it, even privately. My fluid
temporal theory of history began to
evaporate into the mummified lin-
ear chronology taught in school.

In 1960, with the Civil War
centennial approaching, American
Heritage published a fat illustrated
history of the conflict with magnif-
icent 19th-century paintings and
photographs. The images of obscure
episodes intrigued me the most. The
entire 96th Pennsylvania, standing
ten companies deep in its winter
camp outside Alexandria, Va., illus-
trated the scale of the struggle and

the primitive conditions the soldiers
endured. Andre Castaigne’s painting
of the 22nd U.S. Colored Troops
charging a fortified Confederate
battery across rolling Virginia farm-
land portrayed the sweeping pan-
orama and personal valor involved
in even minor actions.

The centennial inspired fierce,
short-lived interest in that era, and
it revealed to me that my fascination
with it was shared by another boy in
our neighborhood, which old-tim-
ers still called Goshen. He had an
ancestor who led an Ohio regiment
in the Civil War, and came home a
general. Once or twice he and I took
real Springfield muskets from the
parlor of his house and roamed the
pastures of his and a neighboring
tarm, driving away phantom Yankee
soldiers or fending them oft from
behind the stone walls there. We
both had to be rebels, although our
forebears had all been in the Union
army.

Now, whenever 1 see the stone
walls and pastures of those farms at
the end of the Potter Road, I think
of the Virginia scenery where so
much of that epic contest played out.
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'The terrain is very similar—or was, I
should say, because so much of the
hallowed ground of the Civil War
has been obliterated in the past 150-
odd years. The 96th Pennsylvania’s
Camp Northumberland has been
so drastically changed that it cant
really be found; the vicinity consists
of dense, deadening suburbs, with
winding roads exactly like those of a
cemetery, except that the inhabitants
are all buried above ground.

Last November I found the ap-
proximate site where the 22nd
Colored Infantry stormed that
Confederate battery. Castaigne’s
painting of the charge was chosen as
one of the postal service’s commem-
orative Civil War stamps in 2014.
'The spot where the battery sat was
bulldozed long ago for the exit ramp
to Hopewell, Va., for southbound
traffic on I-295. That interchange

Usa _ Petersburg June15,1864-April 3,1865
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and the surrounding retail hell now
dominate the hillside where that
rookie regiment made its charge,
winning the first of many battles in
the long siege of Petersburg.

Only relatively recently have I be-
gun to realize that the most appeal-
ing aspect of 19th-century history
for me is neither the volatile poli-
tics nor the personal drama, but the
landscape on which it all transpired.
It’s a little easier to understand the
patriotic impulses during an era in
which mention of one’s “country”
primarily evoked images of agricul-
tural plenty prudently interspersed
with undisturbed nature. In those
increasingly scarce locations where
such landscapes still exist, the senti-
ments of a much earlier time usually
do, too. In a way, therefore, it seems
that place really can modify the dic-
tates of the calendar.

[from page five

To me, land mines was a strange
term for Trump to use in his perusal.
He received five draft deferments
during the Vietnam War years.
With his fifth defermentin 1968, he
was found to be disqualified for mil-
itary service because he had a bone
spur problem. So he never served.

If only Trump had been with me
in Vietnam’s Thua Thien Province
that long-ago February day, when
five of us were medevacked from a
land mine explosion. The pathetic
president would then have a much
clearer understanding of what a land
mine is!

Evidently, he found no tripwires
and signed the spending legislation,

then immediately declared a nation-
al emergency over an utterly ridicu-
lous border wall.

Paul Nichols

Loudon, N.H.

Dear Paul,

We suspect that it may have occurred
to you already that Lance Corporal
Bone Spur would probably not have
been much of an asset on patrol in the
boonies. Somehow, though, pondering
this question got us thinking along leg-
islative lines.

1t begins to look as if the Granite
State might legalize sports betting. No
surprise there, since we led the way in

state-sanctioned lotteries more than 50

years ago. Why stop there, z‘/youg/.).? Why
not legalize betting on political ques-
tions, as the UK. does? We suspect that
would generate a lot of school-funding
revenue here in this First in the Na-
tion™ state. If such a system were in
Place today, we could be placing bets on
whether and when our 45th President
will take up residence in Leavenworth.

The General Court could then begin
considering whether legislation might
be in order to specify whether or not
impeached and convicted Presidents
residing in Leavenworth are included

among those we honor on President’s
Day.
The Editor
C-in-C Silent in re: Active-Duty Terrorist

Dear Sir:

'The silence from Donald Trump’s
twitter regarding the arrest of a
Coast Guard Lieutenant charged
with domestic terrorism, is deafen-
ing. Lieutenant Christopher Hasson
created a large hit list of prominent
Democrats, including Speaker Nan-
cy Pelosi, Senator Chuck Schumer,
Senator Cory Booker, and many
others. He also targeted journalists
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from CNN and MSNBC, includ-
ing Joe Scarborough and Chris
Cuomo, among others. He amassed
an arsenal of 15 weapons and thou-
sands of rounds of ammunition that
he planned to use in his attacks.
The silence from Donald Trump
regarding this thwarted domes-
tic terrorism by a self-proclaimed
white nationalist is very troubling.
I suspect that had this individual
been a liberal, a Muslim, a Mexican,
or an immigrant, the response from
the White House would have been
swift and brutal. So why the silence
in this case? Even former Repub-
lican National Chairman Michael
Steele, when interviewed on MSN-
BC, was questioning the lack of a
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Just say no to the corporate bribe racket

by Jim Hightower

he richest man in the world,

who heads one of the world’s
largest and richest corporations,
is also filthy rich in arrogance and
pomposity.

Jeff Bezos of Amazon has de-
manded that a city’s officials kow-
tow to him by handing billions of
taxpayer dollars to his retail behe-
moth, essentially bribing him to

locate an Amazon headquarters in
this particular city. But—lo and be-
hold—the city mustered its collec-
tive integrity and pride to say “no”to
his devil's bargain.

'The city I'm bragging on is not
New York City, which recently made
national news by rejecting Amazon’s
attempt to fleece its taxpayers. Rath-
er, 'm saluting San Antonio, Texas,
which in 2017 simply refused to play

Bezos’con game when he first rolled

it out. While 238 cities and states
groveled in front of the diminutive
potentate, San Antonio’s mayor and
top county official sent a “Dear Jeft”
letter kissing him off. They said their
city has much to offer, but any de-
velopment deal “has to be the right
fit; not just for the company, but for
the entire community,” adding that
“blindly giving away the farm isn't
our style.”

'The officials wrote that a key cri-

teria for awarding any incentives
was whether a company is “a good
corporate citizen.” Noting that Am-
azon almost certainly had already
chosen its preferred location, they
called the national “search”a mon-
ey-grubbing scam. “’This public pro-
cess is, intentionally or not, creating
a bidding war amongst states and
cities,” they charged.

Why should public officials any-

where be throwing billions of scarce

public dollars at a pompous corpo-
rate prince who neither needs nor
deserves such tribute?

City and state officials everywhere
need to follow the example of New
York and San Antonio, agreeing to
stop bidding against each other in
the corporate bribe racket.

Copyright 2017 by Jim Hightower
{3 Associates. Contact Laura Ehrlich
(laura@jimhightower.com) for more
information.

from page six

response from Mr. Trump. He said,
“Why would we be surprised that
a self-proclaimed nationalist would
not speak out against a self-pro-
claimed white nationalist?” He went
on to say referring to Trump, “These
are his people,” and that “He is not
going to thank law enforcement be-
cause he’s probably not happy about
what law enforcement did.” These
are very serious accusations against
Mr. Trump from a former top Re-
publican. Unfortunately, the rest of
the Republican leadership remains
as silent as Trump.

Silence in the face of serious
threats to our democracy, especially
from our Commander-in-Chief,
gives us reason to question where his
sympathies lie. Silence is a form of
acceptance and approval, while not
overt, it is certainly suspicious. Does
his continued silence and lack of a
strong condemnation of such acts
give cover and encouragement to
other would be domestic terrorists?
These are serious troubling ques-
tions that I thought would never
be necessary to ask with regard to
the person serving as President of
the United States. Unfortunately,
even if Trump belatedly speaks out,
in response to political pressure, his
insincerity and forced response will
be all too obvious. The damage has
been done, and Trump can't undo it
with empty words.

Rich DiPentima, I'T'C, USAF,
Ret.

Portsmouth, N.H.

Dear Rich:

There are so many disturbing ele-
ments to this story that we had to insert
it into the Fortnightly Rant. Thanks
for the nudge—awe needed it.

Rortsmouth
‘ ommunity

|l Radio
§CALP106.1™
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The Editor

Birdbrains of a Feather
To the Editor:

Birds of a feather flock together.
Fake POTUS and his rally entou-
rage are exactly on the same scale
of low mentality and scant educa-
tion—regardless of financial advan-
tages. Congressional Republicans
refused to turn loose from their
authoritarian impulses and assumed
super powers. They use the time-
worn Right Wing provocative fab-
rications that can so easily influence
the low- and average-mentality por-
tion of the population. Republicans
have for decades fought against so-
cialism—even democratic socialism,
which is the most profound aspect
of American governing—and the
success we continue to appreciate:
Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid,
the Postal Service, and prescription
insurance—and many other aspects
of American democratic socialism.

Capitalist authoritarians are seek-
ing to privatize them all for profi-
teering! Democratic socialism is a
long way from communist authori-
tarian corruption and the terror grip
it had on the Russian people. Today
the Russian Federation has long
been shed of the communist proc-
lamations—but it it has retained
aggressively the corruption which is
being spread worldwide. Fake PO-
TUS wants to join forces with that
authoritarian corruption—or dupli-
cate it here in the US. Democratic
socialism has long been the force
that is the living spirit of the Con-
stitution when understood properly

with spiritual understanding.
Bigots still scorn the black and
brown citizens as inferior—but the
counterfeit supremacy they harbor
is a reflection of their own sorry
character that it hides. Fake PO-
TUS keeps them happy and loyal
with his wall obsession when it is
suggestive of racial bias. There is a
simple way to see why some legisla-
tors speak on TV or in session—and
say really dumb things. They have
climbed their way up the politi-
cal latter by exploiting their simple
constituencies who crave wingnut
opinions and white supremacy the-
ories. North Carolina has become
the most politically corrupt state in
the Union—from the coast to the
western mountains. We have seen
the results of Tea Party exploitation
simply to gather votes of question-
able temperament, especially in the
11th district. (We know who that
race baiting representative syco-
phant is.) [ Note: The 11th District is
represented by Mark Meadows, chair
of the Freedom Caucus.—The Ed.]
'The 9th District is finally trying to
set things right—but we will see.
I sincerely and desperately hope
that the Mueller investigation will
survive long enough to correct this
insane jabberwocky fake adminis-
tration and dump the fake mobster
“president”™—so he can be swiftly
retired (confined) to his cozy beach-
front mansion. Saint Pence should
also go back to his old talk show
studio, where he can, with holy con-
viction, blast the LGBTQ), abortion,

gay marriages, liberals and atheists

to his hearts content. Another hope
is that all Americans—liberals and
conservatives, can LEARN from
this infamous bigotry-based ca-
tastrophe.

Helen Kinney

Sapphire, N.C.

Dear Helen:

Just knowing that you'e there makes
us feel a whole lot better about North
Carolina.

The Editor

Errors in the Admiral’s Tidal Guide

Dear Mr. Fowle,

It has no doubt likely been
brought to your attention already
that, in the Tidal Guide on the back
cover of Vol. CCLXII, No. 10, the
column for Saturday, February 9
begins with an entry for the year
1919, and in the column for Febru-
ary 10 the entry for 1964 precedes
that for 1962. 1 naturally presumed
these to be errors in chronology, but,
upon reflection, on the content of
the bi-weekly Tidal Guide as well
as on the current state of affairs
planet-wide, wondered if perhaps,
having done so to pretty much ev-
erything else, we had finally f—ed
up time as well and the entries are
in fact temporally correct. Whatever
the case, composition of the Guide
must be a labor of love—I can even
imagine how you go about it—and
perusing it fortnightly is an illumi-
nating, in a disheartening sort of
way, experience.

All the best,

John Simon

Portsmouth, N.H.

Dear M. Simon:

Actually, the honor of being the first
to spot those two errors falls to you.
Congmz‘ulations, Please accept our
thanks. We are sincerely grateful.

Also, thank you for your kind words.
That feature is, indeed, a labor of love.
We do it despite the risk it entails. Some
day, some caring professional might
comprehend the whole of it, and, in
consequence, have its author appre-
hended. For his own good, of course.

The Editor

“The bad thing about all religions
is that, instead of being able to confess
their allegorical nature, they have to
conceal it ... and as absurdities form
an essential part of these doctrines we
have the great mischief of a continual

Sfraud. ... the difficulty is to teach the
multitude that something can be both
true and untrue at the same time. Since
all religions are in a greater or less de-
gree of this nature, we must recognise
the fact that mankind cannot get on
without a certain amount of absurdi-
ty, that absurdity is an element in its
existence, and illusion indispensable; as
indeed other aspects of life testify.”
— Arthur Schopenhauer
(1788 — 1860)

It has been calculated by the ablest

politicians that no State, without being

soon exhausted, can maintain above the

hundredth part of its members in arms
and idleness.”

— Edward Gibbon

(1737-1794)

“To hold a pen is to be at war. This
world is one vast temple consecrated to
discord.”

— Voltaire
(1694 -1778)
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ApMIRAL FowLE’s PiscaATAQUA RivER TipAL GUIDE (NOT FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES)

Portsmouth, arguably the first
town in this country not founded
by religious extremists, is bounded
on the north and east by the
Piscataqua River, the second, third,
or fourth fastest-flowing navigable
river in the country, depending on

whom you choose to believe.

The Piscataqua’s ferocious current
is caused by the tide, which, in
turn, is caused by the moon. The
other player is a vast sunken valley
— Great Bay — about ten miles
upriver. Twice a day, the moon

drags about seventeen billion
gallons of seawater — enough to
fill 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up
the river and into Great Bay. This
creates a roving hydraulic conflict,
as incoming sea and the outgoing
river collide. The skirmish line

moves from the mouth of the

river, up past New Castle, around
the bend by the old Naval Prison,
under Memorial Bridge, past the
tugboats, and on into Great Bay.
This can best be seen when the tide
is rising.

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all
that water go. All the seawater that
just fought its way upstream goes
back home to the ocean. This is
when the Piscataqua earns its title
for xth fastest current. Look for the
red buoy, at the upstream end of

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in
the current. It weighs several tons,
and it bobs and bounces in the
current like a cork.

The river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides.
When the river rests, its tugboats

and bridges work their hardest.
Ships coming in laden with coal,
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for
more clearance under their keels.
They leave empty, riding high in
the water, at low tide, to squeeze
under Memorial Bridge.

SunDAY, MARCH 3

Monpay, MARCH 4

TuEspAY, MARCH §

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6

THURSDAY, MARCH 7

Fripay, MarcH 8

SATURDAY, MARCH 9

2016—Donald Trump asserts on live
television that his genitalia are of ade-
quate proportions.

1991—A troublemaker videotapes
Los Angeles Police officers vigorously
chastising motorist Rodney King.
1969—An under-manned company
of the 4th Division is sent after a crack
NVA batallion west of Kontum; re-
sult: 47 percent end up KIA or MIA.
1955—Elvis Presley appears on the
Ed Sullivan Show, precipitating the
collapse of Western Civilization.
1949—The Tucker automobile com-
pany crashes.

1934—]John Dillinger busts out of the
Crown Point, Ind. jail with a hand-
carved wooden pistol and drives offin
the sheriff’s new V-8 Ford.
1931—“The Star-Spangled Banner”
becomes our national anthem.
1913—Eight thousand Suffragists
march down Pennsylvania Avenue;
200 are injured by misogynists.
1903—Congress bars entry towhore-
mongers, epileptics, and anarchists.
1873—Congress passes the Com-
stock Act, banning obscenity, contra-
ceptives, abortifacients, and sex toys
from the U.S. Mail, and the “Salary
Grab Act,” giving itself a 50% raise,
retroactive for two years.
1871—Congress passes an act effec-
tively denying that Indian tribes exist:
they’re all invididuals from now on.
1863—Congress passes the first U.S.
draftlaw, exempting men who can pay
the government a $300 bribe.

919 954
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2014—The NY Times reports that
the CIA has been illegally snooping
on the computers of Senate staffers
investigating the Agency’s torture
program.

2001—Fox broadcasts a “Lone Gun-
man” show in which U.S. agents
remotely hijack an airliner and try to
crash itinto the WTC.

1992—The main rotor of a Robinson
R22 helicopter knocks off its tail cone
over Maricopa, Ariz. The sole occu-
pant, a former airline pilot, is killed.
1987—Ronald Reagan admits trad-
ing arms to Iran for hostages.
1960—La Coubre, a French muni-
tions ship, explodes in Havana harbor.
Between 75 and 100 people die. CIA
involvement s “suspected.”
1937—The UAW wins a sit-down
strike in Flint, Mich.

1933—“We have nothing to fear,”
says FDR, “but fear itself”
1917—Duringa filibuster, Sen. Harry
Lane (D-Ore.) prepares to stab Ollie
James (D-Ky.) in the neck if James
pulls out his pistol; meanwhile, Dem-
ocrats prevent Sen. Robert La Fol-
lette (Progressive Rep.-Wisc.) from
bashing the presiding officer with a
spittoon.

1909—President Taft and First Lady
Nellie move into the White House.
Under the lawn is a voodoo doll of
Mrs. Taft, buried by Teddy Roos-
evelt’s daughter Alice.

1789—The 1st Congress is seated; the
Constitution takes effect.

10:04 10:3§
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2007—In Bloomington, Ill., Dee
Riddle is startled by a meteorite crash-
ing through her bedroom window.
2003—Dixie Chick Natalie Maines
says she’s ashamed that George
‘W.[IMD] Bush is a Texan.

2001—A Nor'easter begins which
will dump 40 inches of snow on Rock-
ingham County.

1963—Patsy Cline, singer of “I Fall to
Pieces,” dies in a plane crash.
1960—Alberto Korda takes a nice
photo of Che Guevara.

1953—Car thief and armed robber
Pearlie Miller, on the lam since an es-
cape in 1948, on the FBI's most want-
ed list since the day before, is arrested
atadinerin Somersworth, N.H.
1953—Everybody dies; this time, for
achange, it’s Stalin.

1933—In Germany, the Nazi party
wins a plurality in the Reichstag.
1933—On his first full day in office
FDR declares a bank holiday.
1927—One thousand U.S. Marines
land in China.

1877— Rutherfraud” B. Hayes is
sworn in as President.

1871—Rosa Luxemburg is born.
1854—Know-Nothings” throw a stone
the Pope sent for use in the Washington
Monumentinto the Potomac.
1770—Evil British troops slaughter
innocent Bostonians in the Boston
Massacre. (Or, provincial terrorists
attack duly constituted authority.)
1740—The Mass./N.H. boundary is
established.

10:43 110

425 456

2007—A jury finds Dick “Dick”
Cheney’s Chief of Staff I. Lewis
“Scooter” Libby guilty of perjury and
obstruction of justice.

2003—Pres. George W.[MD] Bush
claims Saddam Hussein has “biolog-
ical and chemical agents” that move
“to different locations every 12 to 24
hours, or placed in vehicles that are in
residential neighborhoods.”
1991—President George Herbert
[Hoover] Walker Bush claims that his
defeat of Saddam Hussein has created
a“new world order.”
1981—President Reagan determines
who to call upon at a press conference
by drawingjelly beans from a jar.
1981—Walter Cronkite weighs anchor.
1975—Tech. Sgt. Leonard Matlovich
defies the Air Force’s “no gays” rule.
1974—Ayn Rand addresses West
Point cadets on the topic, “Philosophy
— Who Needs It?”

1971—The same day the FCC bans
songs that “promote or glorify the
use of illegal drugs,” unsuspecting
Lawrence Welk singers perform “One
Toke Over the Line.”

1944—The U.S. Army uses napalm
for the first time, in Berlin.
1918—U.S. Army intelligence of-
ficers break into the New York office
of the National Civil Liberties Bureau
and steal documents.

1857—The Supreme Court rules in
Dred Scott: “the unhappy black race
[never possessed] rights which the
white man was bound to respect.”

19 1143
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1981—A stabbed 18 year-old becomes
Disneyland’s first murder victim.
1965—Peaceful civil rights marchers
marching from Selma to Montgom-
ery make their first attempt to cross
the Edmund Pettus Bridge. They’re
mercilessly beaten by law enforcement
officers and deputized goons.
1953—Newark, N.J. officials publicly
burn allegedly lewd photos, movies,
and books valued at $100,000.
1942—Pentagon builders are told to
double the restrooms to accomodate
Virginia’s segregation laws.
1932—Dearborn, Mich. cops fire on
Ford hunger marchers; five die.
1911—Twenty thousand U.S. troops
are dispatched to the Mexican border
to protect “American interests.”
1908—In Cincinnati, Mayor Mark
Breith announces that “women are not
physically fit to operate automobiles.”
1906—Finland’s Senate OKs univer-
sal suffrage—except for the poor.
1876—Alexander Graham Bell gets
a patent for the telephone without
having submitted a working model. It
is remarkably similar to Elisha Gray’s
previously-submitted design.
1850—New Hampshire native Dan-
iel Webster, representing Massachu-
setts in the U.S. Senate, argues that
slaveholders are entitled to be secure
in their ownership of their slaves.
1799—1In Bethlehem, Pa., John Fries
and a mob of four hundred free 19
property tax protestors from a federal
marshaland 13 deputies.

1153

5337 6:00

2017—“You're stuck with me for
about another six and a half years,”
says FBI Director James Comey to a
Boston cybersecurity conference, two
months before he’s fired.
2016—Stabbed several times, Israeli
Yonatan Azarihab pulls a knife from
his neck and kills his attacker.
1983—Ronald Reagan runs the
phrase “evil empire” up the flagpole.
1971—The Citizens Commission to
Investigate the FBI breaks into the
Bureau’s Media, Pa. office, obtaining
1,000+ documents revealing illegal
suppression of dissent. The Bureau
fails to find the perps.

1968—The Soviet sub K-129 sinks
in the Pacific. Howard Hughes later
helps the CIA retrieve part of it.
1966—TFifty years after the Easter
Rising, an IRA bomb destroys Nel-
son’s Pillar in Dublin.

1965—The first U.S. combat troops—
U.S. Marines—hit the beach at Da-
nang ready to fight. Vietnamese girls
greet them with flowers.
1917—Women in Petrograd protest-
ing food rationing are joined by thou-
sands of factory workers—the Russian
Revolution has begun.

1906—Maj. Gen. Leonard Wood,
a Winchester, N.H. native, views
the result of his illegal order: 900
dead Moros [Filipino Muslims, men
women and kids] in a volcanic crater.
Teddy Roosevelt calls the massacre “a
brilliant feat of arms [that upheld] the
honor of the American flag.”
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2016—An Australian Robinson R66
pilot dies after a “mast bump” causes
the craft to disintegrate.
2007—Presidential candidate Newt
Gingrich admits he committed adul-
tery while impeaching Bill Clinton.
1992—Donald Trump files his sec-
ond bankruptcy in eight months.
1986—Divers locate the crew com-
partment of the Shuttle Challenger.
1982—I¢t’s revealed that the Contras
have gotten $19 million in covert aid.
1969—Terrified CBS execs decline to
broadcast the Vietnam drama “Sticks
and Bones.”
1969—Terrified CBS execs cancel
“The Smothers Brothers.”
1965—Activists march again in Ala-
bama; racist goons beat white minister
James Reeb to death.
1956—At a meeting of the National
Security Council, J. Edgar “Mary”
Hoover proposes a measure to include
warrantless wiretapping and break-
ins: COINTELPRO. Despite the
illegalities, Ikeand his A.G. say, “OK.”
1954—WMUR-TV does it live.
1954—Ed Murrow dismantles Joe
McCarthy on CBS. The network as-
sures nothing like it happens again.
1916—Pancho Villa and his guerril-
lasattack Columbus, N.M. and kill 17
Americans. Bad hombres.
1782—Militiamen from Pennsyl-
vania murder and scalp Delaware
Indians at Gnadenhutten in the Ohio
Territory: 28 men, 29 women, and 39
children, all Christians.
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SuNDAY, MARCH 10

MonpAY, MARCH 11

TuESDAY, MARCH 12

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13

THURSDAY, MARCH 14

Fripay, MARCH 1§

SATURDAY, MARCH 16

2004—Pres. George W.[MD] Bush
finds out simultaneously that: 1) his
Terrorist Surveillance Program ex-
pires that day; 2) his lawyers won’t
renew it; and 3) Atty. Gen. John
Ashcroft has been in the ICU for a
week. He sends Al Gonzales racing
to Ashcroft’s hospital bed, to no avail.
1992—Injected with poison by Okla.
state workers, Robyn Lee Parks gasps
& gags for eleven minutes before dying,
1974—A Pennsylvania commission
says police corruption is “systematic
at all levels” in Philadelphia. Mayor
Rizzo tries to block an investigation.
1968—Thirteen of 19 airmen die at
Lima Site 85, a remote radar site in
Laos; the greatest single U.S.A.F.
combat loss of the war.
1966—U.S.A.F. Major
Fisher, seeing a fellow A-1 pilot make
an emergency landing at a Special
Forces camp at A Shau, lands, picks
him up, and flies him to safety despite
intense fire from the two NVA bat-
talions which were overrunning the
camp all the while.
1951—Genial old Ike says America
might try a first-strike nuclear attack.
1945—U.S. bombers drop 2,000
tons of incendiary bombs on Tokyo,
killing 100,000 civilians and leaving
1,500,000 homeless.
1945—]apan temporarily shuts down
U.S. plutonium production for “Fat
Man,” the Nagasaki A-bomb, by
balloon-firebombing electric wires in
Hanford, Wash.
L16
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2011—An earthquake moves Japan
four feet closer to the U.S., knocks
Earth 10 inches off its axis, causes a
tsunami that kills 15,850 people, and
triggers three nuclear meltdowns.
2008—SEC Chair Chris Cox says
“We have a good deal of comfort
about the capital cushions at these
firms,” three days before Bear Stearns
collapses.

2005—Pentagon documents reveal
that some Abu Ghraib prisoners were
asyoungas 11.

2004—Pres. George W.[MD] Bush
knuckles under. He’s forced to sus-
pend an illegal surveillance program
to dissuade his top three Justice offi-
cials from quitting.

1958—A B-47 accidentally drops a
Mark 6 A-bomb, minus its core, on
Mars Bluff, S.C. On the ground, 6 are
injured by a non-nuclear explosion and
ahouse is destroyed.

1954—The U.S. Army says Sen. Joe
McCarthy & aide Roy Cohn used
threats to get special treatment for
Private G. David Schine.

1942—At  Corregidor, “Dugout
Doug” MacArthur bugs out, leaving
his troops behind.

1847—Death of John “Johnny Ap-
pleseed” Chapman, Daniel Fowle’s
3rd cousin twice removed.
1811—In Arnold, a part of Not-
tingham, England, Luddites destroy
63 knitting frames—not in protest
against the machines, but against op-
pressive working conditions.

2351 3:14
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2009—TFrank Gaffney says Saddam
Hussein may have been involved in
the Oklahoma City bombing.
2003—7he Guardian reports that
Halliburton is still paying VP Dick
“Dick” Cheney up to $1 million a year
in “deferred compensation.”
2002—Homeland Security Tsar Tom
Ridge unveils a Homeland Security
Advisory System which never went
below “Elevated.”

1968—Eugene McCarthy places 2nd
in the New Hampshire Democratic
Primary, inspiring President Lyndon
Johnson to drop out.

1956—The Southern Manifesto, a
promise to use “all legal means” to
maintain school segregation, is signed
by 101 Congressmen, including Wil-
liam Fulbright, Sam Ervin, and Hale
Boggs, father of Cokie Roberts.
1947—President Harry announces
the Truman Doctrine: we'll fight
Commies everywhere and anywhere.
1947—Piper pilot Carmen Onofrio
of Milan, N.H. makes the first of 43
landings atop Mt. Washington, deliv-
ering ice research equipment.
1928—Hours after builder Wm.
Mulholland inspects it, L.A’s St.
Francis dam collapses killing 600.
1888—The New York Weather Bu-
reau predicts “light snow” just before
ablizzard kills hundreds.
1804—Federal district judge John
Pickering is impeached by the U.S.
Senate for “drunkenness, profanity, &
violence” on the bench.
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2008—A Robinson R22 helicop-
ter flying over Wilmington, N.C. is
heard “spitting and sputtering,” then
seen “shedding” parts before crashing
and killing its pilot.

2002—George W.[MD] Bush says of
Osama bin Laden, “We haven’t heard
much from him ... Idon’t knowwhere
heis ... I truly am not that concerned
about him.”

1968—Nerve gas drift from the Ar-
my’s Dugway Proving Grounds in
Provo, Utah, poisons 6,400 sheep in
nearby Skull Valley.

1962—The Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, General Lyman L.
Lemnitzer, signs a Top Secret memo
authorizing ~ Operation ~ North-
wood—a “terror campaign” on U.S.
soil intended to build public support
for an attack on Cuba.
1957—Georgia’s General Assembly
votes to impeach five U.S. Supreme
Courtjustices.

1954—Viet Minh forces beseige
French troops at Dien Bien Phu.
1921—The “Mad Baron” Roman von
Ungern-Sternberg becomes dictator
of Mongolia— briefly.
1881—Russian nihilists use bombs to
assassinate Czar Alexander.
1877—Chester Greenwood, 18, of
Farmington, Maine, receives the
first of his 130 patents, this one for
earmuffs.

1851—Tj)phoon sails from Portsmouth
for Liverpool. The clipper will setare-
cord, 13 days, 10 hours.
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2018—Losing patience with their
elders, a million American students
walk out of school to demand gun
control that works.

1983—A Robinson R22 helicopter
falls apart over the Mississippi River
near St. Louis, Mo. The bodies of the
pilotand a passenger are never found.
1965—Except for Vietnam,” the AP
reports Richard Nixon saying, “U.S.
foreign policy is in a shambles.”
1964—We still don’t know who killed
JFK, but on this day a jury decided
Jack Ruby killed Lee Harvey Oswald.
1961—A B-52, its cabin temps over
130° due to a heater snafu and its
crew’s performance perhaps sub-par
due to bennie use, runs out of fuel over
Yuba City, Calif, and crashes with two
nukes on board. All aboard survive.
1927—Birth of Edward Abbey, writer
and anarchist.

1912—In Lawrence, Mass., strikers
win both “Bread and Roses.”
1891—A mob of 20,000 in New Or-
leans lynches 11 Italian immigrants
recently acquitted of murder.
1888—James “Honest Dick” Tate,
Kentucky’s State Treasurer, vanishes
with $247,000 of its money.
1883—Karl Marx, 64, dies in Lon-
don, impoverished.

1757—For not “doing his utmost” in
battle at Minorca, the Royal Navy has
Admiral John Byng shot.

1471—Sir Thomas Malory, author
of Le Morte d Arthur, dies in Newgate
Prison.
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2018—1In Miami, a pedestrian bridge
collapses killing sixand injuring eight.
The same firm designed the new Sarah
Mildred Long Bridge.

2005—Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Ca-
1if)) says the White House hid an audit
showing a $108 million overcharge
by Halliburton in Iraq until after the
presidential election.

1989—To flatter veterans without
incurring actual additional expenses,
the Veterans Administration is elevat-
ed to Departmental status.
1982—CIA-trained forces in Nicara-
guablow up commie bridges.
1982—Donald Trump gets a New
Jersey casino licence—normally a
months-long process—in hours.
1980—A Boston Globe editorial about
a speech by Pres. Jimmy Carter ap-
pearsunder the headline, “Mush from
the Wimp.”

1969—The National Security Coun-
cil OKs the Nixon/Kissinger plan to
illegally bomb Cambodia.

1962—A Lockheed Constellation
carrying 96 U.S. Army Rangers dis-
appears en route to Vietnam.
1948—“Without superior air power
America s ... easy prey to any yellow
dwarf with a pocket knife,” says Rep.
L.B. Johnson [R-Texas], on the floor
of the House.

1874—A French “protectorate” takes
overin Annam (Vietnam).
1760—Governor Benning Went-
worth, 64, marries his housekeeper,
Martha Hilton, 23.
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2008—]PMorgan buys Bear Stearns,
with the New York Fed’s $30 billion.
2003—On “Meet the Press,” Dick
“Dick” Cheney claims that Saddam
Hussein “has, in fact, reconstituted
nuclear weapons,” and that “we will,
in fact, be greeted as liberators.”
1993—“The Storm of the Century”
kills 318 on the East Coast.
1990—On his deathbed, Lee Atwa-
ter claims to repent; sadly, there are no
lie detectors present.
1988—Kaurds in Iraq are gassed with
ingredients Saddam Hussein bought
from the U.S. and Europe.
1987—A Robinson R22 helicopter
drops parts on Scottsdale, Ariz.; then
it plummets, killing two.
1970—Sen. Roman Hruska (R-Neb.)
defends G. Harrold [sic] Carswell’s
nomination to the Supreme Court
by saying, “there are a lot of mediocre
judges and people and lawyers. They
are entitled to a little representation,
aren’t they?”
1968—GIs in Vietnam kill hundreds
of civilians at My Lai.
1965—Alice Herz, 82, selfimmo-
lates in Detroit to protest the Vietnam
‘War. She dies 10 days later.
1965—In Montgomery, Ala., police
attack civil rights marchers.
1962—Flying Tiger Flight 739 from
Travis AFB to Saigon disappears with
107 soldiers and crew on board.
1862—Four years of digging by
hand pays off in Brighton, England; a
1,285-foot deep well hits water.
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