
Th e Alleged News®

Benghaz … z z z z z z z z z z z z

Th e Alleged News®
to page two

Th e Fortnightly Rant

Comic Relief with a Posh Accent

On Tuesday, FBI Director 
James B. Comey made a 

much-anticipated announcement 
concerning former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton’s use of a 
private email server. Anyone hap-
py with that announcement is 
keeping it to himself.

Th e Clinton camp desperately 
wanted to say that she had been 
exonerated. Th ey may go ahead 
and do so, though such a state-
ment would be even less true than 
usual. 

“Although there is evidence of 
potential violations of the statutes 
regarding the handling of classi-
fi ed information,” Comey said, 
“our judgment is that no reason-
able prosecutor would bring such 
a case. Prosecutors necessarily 
weigh a number of factors before 
bringing charges. Th ere are obvi-
ous considerations … [including] 
how similar situations have been 
handled in the past.”

Comey off ered no details about 
specifi c “similar situations,” but 

it is possible he could have been 
referring to the Administration of 
George W.[MD] Bush, in which 
he served as Deputy Attorney 
General. It must have done a con-
siderable amount of its business 
on private email servers belong-
ing to the Republican National 
Committee, judging from the 
volume of emails lost. Between 
fi ve and 22 million to and from 
senior offi  cials, including Senior 
Advisor Karl Rove and Chief of 
Staff  Andy Card, somehow dis-
appeared during an investigation 
into the controversial fi ring of 
eight U.S. Attorneys who were in-
suffi  ciently zealous in their perse-
cution prosecution of troublesome 
Democrats.

Some supporters of Senator 
Bernie Sanders were disappoint-
ed, as well. A suffi  ciently robust 
indictment of Clinton might have 
forced the presumptive Demo-
cratic nominee for President to 
drop out, leaving Sanders as the 
obvious alternative nominee. [We 

can report this with confi dence due 
to our intimate familiarity with the 
thinking of at least one such Sand-
ernista. — Th e Ed.]

Republicans, though, were be-
side themselves — particularly 
those who had been hoping that 
an email might turn up in which 
Clinton praised Allah, pledged 
allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Bagh-
dadi, shared nuclear secrets with 
Kim Jong-un, and confessed to 
the murder of Vincent Foster. A 
selfi e showing the Secretary of 
State snorting lines of coke off  her 
desk in Foggy Bottom would also 
have been welcome.

Fox News published an op-
ed by Rick Manning Tuesday 
charging that Comey’s decision 
“means the Obama administra-
tion’s politicization of the entire 
federal government and the sys-
tem of justice is complete.” Ac-
cording to Manning, failing to 
prosecute Clinton was “eff ectively 
taking off  Lady Justice’s blindfold, 
leading her to the basement of the 

J. Edgar Hoover Building and ex-
ecuting her.” It is not clear wheth-
er the Rick Manning whose work 
Fox is publishing is the President 
of the Right Wing propaganda 
mill Americans for Limited Gov-
ernment, or the former Cleveland 
Indians centerfi elder who stole 
Dennis Eckersly’s wife in 1978. 
Both are probably equally qual-
ifi ed to render judgment in this 
case.

Comey’s announcement came 
exactly a week after a press con-
ference at which the Court of Star 
Chamber, under Privy Councilor 
Trey Goudy [R-S.C., 
right], issued a fi -
nal report on its 
26-month-long, $7 
million Benghazi!!!! 
Inquisition. We spec-
ify that it’s “a fi nal 
report,” rather than “the fi nal re-
port,” because it is the eighth such 
publication in what appears to 
have become a full-blown genre 
within the wider fi eld of taxpay-

er funded, government subsi-
dized publications, and because 
a Republican comittee member 
began calling new witnesses the 
day after it was published. After 
the press conference, Councilor 
Goudy strolled away plaintively 
singing a a Rolling Stones’ classic, 
slightly re-written for the occa-
sion: “Whoa, it’s hard to tell, it’s 
hard to tell/When all your hate’s 
in vain.”

A little later that same day Rep. 
Mike Turner [R-Ohio], who is 
clearly a belt-and-suspenders 
kind of guy, announced that he 
wants to revive the Independent 
Counsel statute — Ken Starr’s 
favorite tool for legally torturing 
people named Clinton — in order 
to begin [cue drumroll] a new in-
vestigation to determine whether 
Hillary should be charged with 
the same thing for which Comey 
had just cleared her.

On Tuesday, veteran MP Ken 
Clarke said that Michael Gove, 
if elected, would “go to war with 
at least three countries at once,” 
while dismissing Th eresa May as 
merely a “bloody diffi  cult wom-
an.” Clarke, as a Conservative, is 
supposed to be on their side.

A full explanation of why Brit-
ain chose to risk such turmoil is 
beyond our ken. Th e following 
quotation from British columnist 
Anthony Hilton, though, may 
provide a clue:

“I once asked Rupert Murdoch 
why he was so opposed to the Eu-
ropean Union. ‘Th at’s easy,’ he re-
plied. ‘When I go into Downing 
Street they do what I say; when 
I go to Brussels they take no no-
tice.’” Murdoch’s Th e Sun, circula-

tion 1.2 million, editorialized in 
favor of Brexit a week before the 
vote. 

Why Britons chose to follow 
Murdoch’s advice is a diff erent 
question whose answer, again, we 
cannot claim to know. A question 
asked of Cameron, though, during 
a meeting with voters before the 
referendum, seems potentially rel-
evant:

“Do you think the UK’s current 
democracy-crippling voter apathy 
is caused by the fact that its Prime 
Minister, Mayor of the capitol, 
and Chancellor were all in the 
same class at school, are all indus-
triously dismantling the nation’s 
assets and selling them off  to their 
mates, are all related to banking 
families, and have been proven 

over and over again to have been 
singularly self-interested in every 
political decision?”

America  and Britain have long 
been two countries divided by a 
common language: the Brits have 
austerity, we have sequestration. 

Globalization is bringing us 
closer together, just not in the 
manner advertised. As their Na-
tional Health Service crumbles, 
so do our roads and bridges. Na-
tivists are getting restless on both 
sides of the pond.

Th at’s the trouble with people 
who live paycheck to paycheck 
— they seem incapable of taking 
the long view. Sooner or later the 
rising tide will lift all yachts. Th ey 
just have to keep treading water 
for a little while longer.

Anglophilic Americans now 
have yet another reason to 

love the country against which 
our Founding Fathers committed 
treason: on June 24th, Britons vot-
ed to leave the European Union. 
Th e decision was so unexpected, 
the circumstances surrounding it 
so surreal, and its consequences so 
potentially perilous, that it briefl y 
provided a much-needed distrac-
tion from our own rather nauseat-
ing Presidential campaign.

Prime Minister David Camer-
on, in an attempt to quell dissent 
within his Conservative Party and 
thereby secure his own re-election, 
promised to hold a referendum 
on whether Britain should leave 
the European Union. Confi dent 
that Brexit would fail, he instead 
scored an “own goal” for the ages. 

As the result of the referendum 
became clear, Nigel Farage, leader 
of the UK Independence Party, 
got in one last subtle — for him 
— dig against bloody foreigners, 
gloating about “a victory for real 
people, a victory for ordinary peo-
ple, a victory for decent people.” 
Th en, displaying a Trumpian level 
of disregard for the facts, he said 
it had come “without a single bul-
let being fi red” — one week after 
a deranged neo-Nazi stabbed and 
shot Labour MP Jo Cox to death.

Following the failure of his 
Remain campaign, Cameron 
had little choice but to resign as 
Prime Minister. Everyone had 
expected that Boris Johnson, the 
former Mayor of London, would 
run to replace Cameron as Party 
leader and Prime Minister. Th e 
two, along with George Osborne, 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
have been chums since their days 
together at Oxford, where they all 
had been members of the Bulling-
don Club. A peculiarly British in-
stitution, Bullingdon is composed 
of wealthy young men who wear 
silly uniforms costing thousands 
of pounds while conducting their 
signature fraternal ritual: visiting 
a fancy restaurant, getting roaring 
drunk, pulling down the trousers 
of whomever they please, break-
ing wine bottles and windows and 
generally destroying the place, 
and, as an endearing little encore, 
fl inging large wads of cash at the 
wait staff  to cover the damages.

Johnson had long been expect-
ed to support the Remain cam-
paign, but changed his position 
after a dinner last February. Lord 
Chancellor and MP Michael 
Gove changed his mind. A “life-
long Euroskeptic,” Gove made it 
clear to Johnson that if he were 
to embrace Brexit he could take 
Cameron’s job.

After Cameron’s defeat, as 
Johnson prepared to announce 
his candidacy, he learned from a 
news broadcast that Gove — who 
had said just days before, “I do 
not have what it takes and I do 
not have the qualities to be Prime 
Minister” — was, in fact, running 
for the offi  ce.

Th eresa May, another Conser-
vative MP, also announced she 
was running, a move which was 
likened to stabbing Johnson in the 
front, after Gove stabbed him in 
the back. One MP said “It makes 
‘House of Cards’ look like ‘Tele-
tubbies.’ ”
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Th e Perils of Hillary
Republicans seem willing to use 

any excuse to try to bring down 
Hillary Clinton. Th ere is one 
potential scandal, though, that 
they seem to be ignoring. Maybe 
they’re just too confl icted to act 
on it. After all, it would look aw-
fully silly for a party that so loves 
both guns and business to accuse 
anyone of gun-running. 

A case might be made, though, 
that Clinton should be investigat-
ed for any role she might have had 
in facilitating the illegal shipment 
of German arms to the Colombi-
an government.

Because of certain historical 
events too familiar to require ex-
plication, Germany is very careful 
about shipping arms to countries 
which have a history of violating 

human rights. Colombia is one 
such country, and what a history it 
has: Teddy Roosevelt backs Pan-
ama’s secession so he can build a 
canal; the United Fruit Company 
cozies up to the local oligarchy 
to establish a classic banana re-
public; and a populist Presiden-
tial candidate heading towards 
a likely victory is the victim of a 
1948 assassination bearing all the 
hallmarks of a certain three-letter 
agency of the U.S. government, 
leading to a brutally repressive 
civil war that may have just ended 
last month. 

Under the circumstances, it’s 
easy to see why Colombia would 
be the last place to which Germa-
ny would feel comfortable selling 
guns. Th at’s why it created a stir 
when the Süddeutsche Zeitung, 
Germany’s largest broadsheet, 
published a story two years ago 
about large numbers of Ger-

What’s this? A motorcycle which actually stands out amongst all the cook-
ie-cutter Harleys so often found parked in front of the Cafe Formerly 
Known as Brioche. Sporting a springer front end, fl oor boards, wide, “beach 
bar”-style handlebars, and a subdued green-and-black paint scheme, the 
bike resembles the Harleys used in World War Two. Th ough it is powered 
by a Harley V-twin engine, it’s actually a 2008 Red Wing, and was built 
in Manchester, New Hampshire. Th e company has since changed its name 
to Dirico. Honda, which manufactures a “Gold Wing” line of bikes, had 
threatened to sue for copyright infringement. Red Wing is a partnership 
between Aerosmith vocalist Steve Tyler, his brother-in-law, and a cousin. 
 Th is example is owned by Keith Mistretta of Dover.

man-made Sig Sauer pistols being 
found in the hands of Colombian 
police.

Since Hillary Clinton was Sec-
retary of State during most of the 
period in question, there’s a fair 
likelihood that her fi ngerprints 
— or her signature — might be 
found on a few relevant docu-
ments, if someone bothered to 
look. 

She may or may not be impli-
cated eventually, though it does 
seem like rather a long shot. One 
thing is certain, though: this story 
reinforces our solipsistic theory 
that New Hampshire is the center 
of the universe. Th e guns got from 
Germany to Colombia by way of 
the Pease Tradeport. 

“In 2009,” according to Süd-
deutsche Zeitung, “Sig Sauer’s 
sister company Sig Sauer Inc. in 
Exeter, New Hampshire won a 
bid from the U.S. Army worth 
some $300 million. Included in 
that contract were some 98,000 

SP 2022 pistols worth around 
$70 million. Th ose weapons were 
ordered by the Colombian feder-
al police. And the U.S. Sig Sauer 
colleagues knew it. Th ey are, after 
all, the ones who shipped the guns 
directly to Bogotá.

“Th e ‘Policia Nacional’ is a val-
ued partner for the Americans in 
their fi ght against drug traffi  ckers 
and guerrillas. Th at’s why the U.S. 
Army provides trainers, money 
and guns. Th ere’s just one prob-
lem. Th ese particular Sig Sauer 
SP 2022s were made in Germany. 
But German authorities say the 
pistols are prohibited from ever 
landing in Colombia. So these 
must be diff erent ones, right? But 
in [Colombian Police offi  cer] Mi-
guel S.’s video slideshow you can 
clearly read the German man-
ufacturing serial number on his 
service pistol: SP0238567.

“Upon request a Sig Sauer em-
ployee explained that the pistol 
was manufactured in Germany 

and had been sold from the Ger-
man offi  ce to the U.S. branch on 
September 29, 2010 — when the 
large contract with Colombia 
was already running [and Hillary 
Clinton was Secretary of State]. 
And internal Sig Sauer docu-
ments show that this method was 
part of a larger system. Guns are 
manufactured in northern Ger-
many, packaged and sent to the 
U.S. branch in New Hampshire. 
Th en, the American colleagues 
take care of everything else to 
make sure the weapons end up in 
Colombia. Over the years thou-
sands of guns apparently took this 
route. But end-use certifi cates and 
freight shipping documents state 
the guns will remain in the U.S. 
civilian market. Stamped, signed 
and ratifi ed by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice. So, delivering the 
guns to Colombia was probably 
accomplished through means not 
requiring an export license. And 
that would be a criminal off ense.”
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Th e Flag Police are generally not the fi rst cops on the scene; the gravi-
ty of their work precludes any hasty scurrying about. Like the Mounties, 
though, they are relentless, and eventually issue their citations. Take, for 
example, the case of the Manzanar Relocation Center in California. Th e 
evidence above was obtained on July 3, 1942, by Dorothea Lange. Due to 
an internal routing error, it has languished in the mail room for 74 years. 
Promptly upon its rediscovery the Flag Police busted the War Relocation 
Authority, a branch of the Department of the Interior  which ceased to exist 
70 years ago. Th e citation reads in part, “No nation wealthy enough to 
unconstitutionally imprison 110,000 people, many of them citizens, is too 
poor to provide them with a fl ag suitable for display.”

Th e Rebellion Continues
Th e movement inspired by New 

Hampshire’s “Granny D” will take 
another whack at political corrup-
tion tomorrow, Saturday, July 9th. 

During the 5-mile New Hamp-
shire Rebellion March to Educate 
the Public About Reforming 
Money in Politics, dozens of 
“Granny D walkers” will start at 
Portsmouth High School at 9:00 
a.m., in order to raise awareness of 
the corrupting infl uence big mon-
ey has in our political system. 

Th ey will walk to Market 
Square and be joined for music, 
then march to Fort Constitution 
for a rally at noon. Speakers will 
include John Rauh, the found-
er of Americans for Campaign 
Reform; Betty Tamposi, Former 
Assistant Secretary of State under 
President George H.[H.]W. Bush 
and former Republican Candidate 
for Congress, and Larry Lessig, 
Harvard Law professor and noted 
expert and author on the issue of 

money in politics. 
Over the last two years, hun-

dreds of reform-minded citizens 
have braved the elements and 
walked more than 40,000 miles 
across New Hampshire to drive 
big money out of politics. 

Voices Beyond Bondage
When we think of African 

American lives in the 19th cen-
tury, the images that fi rst spring 
to mind usually involve slaves in 
chains, toiling on master’s plan-
tation, beatings, and bloodied 
whips. Th ese images are all too 
well grounded in ample source 
materials, penned both by oth-
ers, and by those who suff ered in 
bondage. Yet the identity of 19th 
century African Americans was 
not limited to those who were 
enslaved. Whether freeborn, 
self-liberated, or born after the 
Emancipation, African Ameri-
cans had a rich cultural heritage 
all their own, a heritage which has 
been largely subsumed, in popular 

history and in collective memory, 
by the atrocity of slavery.

Th e early 19th century birthed 
the nation’s fi rst black-owned pe-
riodicals, the fi rst media spaces to 
provide primary outlets for the 
empowerment of African Amer-
ican voices. For many, poetry be-
came this empowerment. Almost 
every black-owned periodical fea-
tured an open call for poetry, and 
African Americans, both free and 
enslaved, responded by submitting 
droves of poems for publication. 
Yet until now, these poems — and 
an entire literary movement — 
have been lost to modern readers.

Voices Beyond Bondage: An An-
thology of Verse by African Amer-
icans of the 19th Century, brings 
those voices back to life. Th e fi rst 
anthology to focus on the poet-
ry of the 19th century’s black-
owned press, the book compiles 
150 poems culled from thirty-six 
black-owned newspapers into one 
unique volume, bringing to light 
an almost completely neglected 
part of American history. 

Th e poems in Voices Beyond 

Bondage address the horrifi c and 
the mundane, the humorous and 
the ordinary and the extraordi-
nary. Authors wrote about slav-
ery, but also about love, morality, 
politics, perseverance, nature, and 
God. Th ese poems evidence 
authors who were passionate, 
dedicated, vocal, and above all 
resolute in a bravery which was 
both weapon and shield against 
a world of prejudice and inequity. 
Th ese authors wrote to be heard; 
more than 150 years later it is at 
last time for us to listen.

Published in 2014 by New-
South Books (NewSouthBooks.
com/voices) Voices Beyond Bond-
age has been the subject of fea-
tures on “Th e Tavis Smiley Radio 
Program” and NPR’s “Here and 
Now,” and articles in the New 
York Times and Washington Post.
Th e authors have spoken at ven-
ues including the PEN/Faulkner 
Center in Washington, D.C. and 
the Boston Public Library.

On Wednesday, July 13th, the 
Portsmouth Black Heritage Trail 
and the Portsmouth Athenæum, 

in collaboration with the New 
Hampshire Gazette, will bring 
those voices to Portsmouth. 
Co-authors Erika DeSimone and 
Fidel Louis will read a number 
of poems, including at least one 
authored by a New England na-
tive, followed by an audience-led 
question and answer period. 
DeSimone is currently an ed-
itorial assistant at the Modern 
Language Association, where she 
has worked for more than a de-
cade. Louis has written for several 
newspapers and was managing 
editor of the Caribbean News 
Network. 

 Th is event will be held from 6:00 
to  7:30 p.m. in the Portsmouth 
Athenæum Reading Room, and will 
be free and open to the public. For 
more details call (603) 431-2538.

Th e New Hampshire Gazette
owes its existence in part to Prim-
us X, an enslaved African Amer-
ican who was its pressman for 
thirty years. On his death in 1791 
he was the fi rst African American 
to be the subject of a poem in a 
New Hampshire newspaper.
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Ayotte Votes for Gun Access
To the Editor:
Despite 30,000 Americans dy-

ing annually from guns, the U.S. 
Senate on June 20th defeated four 
amendments designed to reduce 
that slaughter.

New Hampshire Governor 
Maggie Hassan, who is running 
against Kelly Ayotte for Ayotte’s 
Senate seat, commented, “Ayotte 
voted again yesterday against a 
proposal to expand background 
checks — meaning dangerous 
individuals, including suspected 
terrorists, can continue to simply 
go online or to gun shows to pur-
chase guns without background 
checks.”

Th e respected fact-checking or-
ganization PolitiFact challenged 
Hassan’s assertion that Ayotte had 
twice voted against background 
checks. In a summary statement 
at the end of its investigation, 
PolitiFact noted, “In 2013, Ayo-
tte voted against the bipartisan 
Manchin-Toomey amendment 
that sought to expand checks for 
fi rearms purchased online and at 
gun shows. On June 20th, Ayotte 
voted against a Democrat-spon-
sored amendment that similarly 
sought to expand background 
checks. PolitiFact rated Hassan’s 
statement as True. (PolitiFact, 
June 21, 2016).

Ayotte continues to oppose 
background checks despite the 
fact that, since 2011, in four sep-
arate CNN polls, over 90 percent 
of Americans have indicated sup-
port for such checks. (CNN, June 
20, 2016).

While gun deaths soar in the 
United States, Ayotte and the 
Senate continue to dither end-
lessly, raising one trivial objec-
tion after another over proposed 
legislation. Th e fact of the matter 
is Ayotte and her Republican col-
leagues do not want to pass gun 
safety bills and use these quibbles 
to block their passage. 

Th ere is only one thing that will 
stir Republicans to signifi cant ac-
tion on gun safety — the threat of 
defeat in the next election. Make 
that point crystal clear. Vote Kelly 
Ayotte out of offi  ce in the No-
vember General Election. 

Lenore Patton
Hampton, N.H
Lenore:
Whenever we fi nd ourselves 

growing dispirited by the prospect 
of having to vote for a Senator this 
November — which is depressingly 
often, having been chronically un-
derwhelmed by Governor Hassan’s 
leadership — we have only to re-
member the alternative.

Th e Editor
≈≈≈

Cowardice on Display
To the Editor:
After an embarrassing display 

of pure cowardice and special in-
terest control over the legislative 
process, the Republican-con-
trolled Senate recently failed to 
pass any meaningful gun safety 
legislation. After thirty years of 
mass shootings, many involving 
military style weapons, the so 
called  greatest deliberative body 
in the world has demonstrated its 
total incompetence and failure to 
solve the nations most pressing 
problems.

In an eff ort to save some face, 
Sen. Susan Collins [R-Maine] 
and a handful of other Senators 
from both parties put together a 
compromise bill that is pathetic in 
its scope and reach. It would pre-
vent 2,700 Americans and some 
foreigners on two watch lists from 
purchasing guns. It does nothing 
to expand background checks 
to purchase guns, does noting to 

help victims of domestic violence, 
and does not ban the sale of mil-
itary style weapons to the pub-
lic. Th is bill is like putting a band 
aid on the victim of an improvised 
explosive device. And even this 
very fl awed, weak legislation  is 
not sure to pass the Senate, and 
even less possible if it gets to the 
Republican House. To show who 
really controls the Senate, Senator 
Collins, speaking of her compro-
mise bill, stated that “she has yet 
to talk to the NRA about her bill, 
but hopes they can see why it is 
important.” Why do Senator Col-
lins and the other Republicans 
in the Senate need the approval 
of the NRA before they can vote 
on any gun safety bill at all? Who 
elected the NRA?

However, the winner for the 
best political gymnastics in the 
Senate this week was Senator 
Kelly Ayotte. For almost six years 
Senator Ayotte has voted against 
every sensible gun safety bill that 
was not supported by the NRA. 
Th is week, however, with a tight 
reelection battle looming, Ayotte 
had a miraculous political death 
bed conversion. With a wink and 
a nod to the NRA, she voted with 
Democrats on meaningful gun 
safety legislation, knowing full 
well that the legislation was go-
ing nowhere, especially not to the 
President’s desk. 

Senator Ayotte’s political  mo-
tives and tactics this week were so 
cynical and transparent, that they 
are an insult to the intelligence of 
New Hampshire voters. We know 
that if she is given another six-
year term in the Senate, her re-
cent death bed conversion will be 
long forgotten, and she will return 
to totally supporting the NRA, at 
least until the next election cycle 
comes around.

Th e actions of our Senate this 
past week are an insult to the 
victims of gun violence and their 
families. Th e only  winners  were 
the NRA and the gun industry. 

Rich DiPentima
Portsmouth, N.H

Rich:
Th e problem with barring those 

on watch lists from buying weapons 
is that the lists in question contain 
the names of people who are only sus-
pects. If they can be deprived of one 
civil right on such a fl imsy premise, 
then we can be deprived of another 
on some other pretext. 

Th e Editor
≈≈≈

A Small-Ball, Shifty Th ief
To the Editor:
A loudmouthed bully hangs 

nasty monikers on his adversaries. 
He calls Cruz “Lying Ted,” and 
Rubio “Little Marco.” Now he’s 
calling Senator Clinton “Crook-
ed Hillary.” “Liar,” “Little,” and 
“Crooked” seem like powerful in-
sults to the man who hurls them 
because they actually describe his 
own shifty character. Th e more 
people see through this small-
time grifter’s con, the more inse-
cure he becomes, and the louder 
he yells.

Most Republican men are not 
so insecure about their manhood 
that they need to plaster their 
name atop every tall building, yet 
here they are, endorsing a man 
Elizabeth Warren correctly iden-
tifi ed as a “small, insecure mon-
ey-grubber.”

Empty barrels make the most 
noise.

Bruce Joff e
Piedmont, Calif.
Bruce:
Th e political success — so far — of 

that “small, insecure money-grub-
ber” is all the proof we need that 
Homo Americanus has changed but 
little since the days of P.T. Barnum.

Th e Editor
≈≈≈

Shea-Porter: Trustworthy
To the Editor:
New Hampshire voters may al-

ready know the feeling of having 
trusted a candidate, even though 
she or he turned later out to be 
untrustworthy.

When we vote next November, 
please vote for a candidate for the 
United States Congress who will 
never cheat you, will not accept 
corporate donations because she 
does not want to dance to their 
tune later, and will always be dil-
igent in Washington to protect 
your rights and well-being. Th at 
candidate is the totally honest 
Carol Shea-Porter. Especially, she 
will not accept fat checks from the 
NRA as the incumbent is doing. 
Why not? If she accepted those 
checks, she would have to vote 
down any bills designed to end 
gun violence in this country.

Th is is completely true. You 
can check it out on the Internet. 
Please vote for Carol Shea-Porter 
and send her back to the House of 
Representatives.

Ilse Andrews
Exeter, N.H
Ilse:
Th e odds are pretty good Repub-

licans will throw out Frank “Th e 
Liar” Guinta during September’s 
primary election — and good rid-
dance. Whoever they choose to replace 
him, Shea-Porter will make a far 
better Representative in Congress.

Th e Editor
≈≈≈

Sanders’ Revolution Will Live On
To the Editor:
Senator Bernie Sanders fi rst 

appeared on my radar back in 
2010 when he delivered an 8 1⁄2-
hour fi libuster on the fl oor of the 
U.S. Senate fondly referred to, 
by Progressive admirers, as, “Th e 
Speech.” “Th e Speech” provided a 
powerful and scathing indictment 
against the establishment of both 
sides (Democrats and Republi-
cans) of the political aisle, who 
enable and work hard to preserve 
the status quo for those that can 
aff ord and do pay a lot to play.

With the Senator’s famous fi l-
ibuster serving as my inspiration, 
I was one of the fi rst three people 
to arrive at the main entrance of 
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Portsmouth’s Old South Church, 
in May last year, to hear Sanders 
at a town hall rally the day after he 
declared his Presidential run. Ber-
nie did not disappoint the stand-
ing-room-only crowd. He called 
on the huge, energized audience 
to start a political revolution de-
signed to encourage all Americans 
to get involved in the democratic 
process and to initiate an enor-
mous national conversation about 
the issues (democracy in peril, out 
of control campaign fi nancing, 
income and wealth inequality, 
climate change, healthcare depri-
vation, the skyrocketing cost of 
education, lack of job creation, a 
crumbling infrastructure, &c.) 
confronting our great nation.

Bernie’s People Powered Po-
litical Revolution, for which I’ve 
been a proud voice, has been 
nothing short of spectacular! 
With all the odds purposely 
stacked against him by the Dem-
ocratic National Committee and 
the corporate media, Bernie, in an 
amazingly short amount of time 
(just one year), organized, rallied 
the troops and came very close to 
defeating, for the party nomina-
tion, the most powerful, organized 
and funded political machine (the 
Clintons) on Earth. However, 
millions of us know that the truth 
of the matter is that Bernie didn’t 
actually lose. Bernie is a move-
ment that transcends politics as 
usual!

One of my friends and fellow 
political revolutionaries, Kel-
ly Hillinger Dion, eloquently 
explained: “Bernie isn’t going 
anywhere, neither are we. His 
movement, his revolution, long 
may it live, has woken millions of 
people up and united us in a com-
mon goal to create a better society 
for all Americans.”

Calling All New Hampshire 
Bernie Th inkers: Despite pressure 
from the party elites for Senator 
Bernie Sanders to drop out of the 

nominating race and everything 
the corporate media is telling us 
about the Senator’s opponent 
being the presumptive presiden-
tial nominee for the Democratic 
Party, according to the New York 
Times, neither she, nor Bernie 
has secured the 2383 pledged 
delegates (Secretary Clinton 
has 2219 to Senator Sanders’ 
1832) required to outright lock 
up the nomination. Hence, the 
two candidates will be heading 
to Philadelphia for a contested 
convention which will be decided 
by Superdelegates, who still have 
plenty of time to practice intellec-
tual honesty and determine which 
candidate will gather the most 
votes in a general election and 
who is in the strongest position to 
not only take on, but, absolutely 
crush Donald Trump in the Gen-
eral Election with a positive eff ect 
all the way down the ballot for the 
Democrats.

Meanwhile, with the outcome 
of the Democratic presidential 
nominating process still pending, 
Bernie, a major movement in and 
of himself, has just initiated the 
next phase of his political revo-
lution by making an impassioned 
plea to his tens of millions of sup-
porters to run for political offi  ce 
in their respective localities and 
states.

Bernie off ered the following 
words of encouragement to his 
followers, via a webcast speech, “I 
have no doubt that with the ener-
gy and enthusiasm our campaign 
has shown that we can win signif-
icant numbers of local and state 
elections if people are prepared 
to become involved. Th is will be 
part of transforming our country 
from the bottom on up.” He im-
mediately received responses from 
almost 7,000 people across the 
country expressing their interest 
in running for offi  ce per his lead.

Remembering that Bernie 
handily won the New Hampshire 

Democratic Primary with over 60 
percent of the vote, I strongly urge 
my fellow New Hampshire citi-
zens, who have played a role in the 
political revolution which says our 
country, at all levels, is in need of 
an economic, social and political 
overhaul, to please visit Bernie-
Sanders.com/win, and sign up to 
receive more information about 
running as a Bernie Th inker at the 
local or state level.

Wayne H. Merritt
Dover, N.H

≈≈≈
Brighton Defended

To the Editor:
I would like to agree with the 

opinions of Mr. Griffi  n and Mr. 
Cooper [Mr. Somssich is appar-
ently referring to the writers of let-
ters to the editor of  some other local 
newspaper. — Th e Ed.] regarding 
the real and legitimate issues that 
Mr. Brighton raises regarding 
the obviously increasing trend of 
commercialization of the Prescott 
Arts Festival. Many indicators 
can be identifi ed : e.g. a conces-
sion stand, reserved blanket areas, 
corporate reserved tables and (al-
legedly) even couches. 

Like many in Portsmouth I too 
am very appreciative of the pro-
grams that are featured at Prescott 
Park by the Arts Festival, and am 
glad to be able to enjoy this great 
venue for artists and muscians. 
However, these events have grown 
so much in size, from hundreds to 
thousands, that it may be time 
to consider whether this kind of 
growth at this location is both de-
sirable and sustainable. While the 
festival audience may be growing, 
the real estate of the park is not. In 
addition, if in fact Mr. Anderson’s 
total compensation is linked to 
ever more growth of the audience, 
this too may be the wrong kind 
of incentive for such an organi-
zation at this location. Perhaps, a 
new venue at Pease Tradeport (in 
collaboration with, say, the Red 
Hook Brewery) would be a much 
better location allowing for more 
parking and a permanent stage. 

In any case, the Arts Festival 
must honor the fact that Prescott 
Park is available to the public free 
of charge at all times (including 
during festival events). Creating 
barriers and portals to enter, even 
if a donation is not required, is 
obviously a bit intimidating es-
pecially to non-resident visitors. 
Perhaps a collection during and 
at the end of the events would be 
more appropriate. 

Mr. Brighton is owed an apolo-
gy for being defamed publicly. His 
situation reminded me of Presi-
dent Harry Truman, who, when 
asked why he was giving people 
hell, responded that he was only 
telling them the truth, and they 
thought it was hell. 

Peter Somssich
Portsmouth, N.H

≈≈≈
Locally Food for Defense

To the Editor:
With summer upon us and 

farmers’ markets in full swing, I 
am off ering this more-refresh-
ing pitch on my standard refrain 
that the less oil we use as Amer-
icans, the fewer the confl icts in 
oil-rich regions to send our ser-
vice members to fi ght, and the 
less severe climate change will be. 
Our modern industrial food chain 
uses large quantities of petro-
leum-based fertilizers, pesticides, 
and fuel, leading to one simple 
message: eat well grown and lo-
cally sourced foods when possible.

Today’s large, complex, indus-
trial food chain often begins with 
seeds being planted in the earth 
and ends with meals prepared 
from grocery store items on our 
plates. Wheat, corn, and rice are 
incredibly effi  cient at converting 
energy from the sun into carbo-
hydrates and have replaced many 
of the leafy greens we once grew 
and ate. Between the assistance of 
government subsidies to indus-
try and the ease with which their 
seeds can be stored, shipped, and 
traded as commodities, these high 
carbohydrate monocultures have 
become American staples. Not 

only have these crops become the 
mainstay of our diets, but the diets 
of our cows, chicken, and even fi sh 
that produce our meat, eggs, and 
dairy products. Worse, the mill-
ing, grinding, and refi ning of these 
seeds, which often removes their 
nutritional value, has led to a per-
verse new processed, adulterated, 
and sugar-added food norm. Th is 
western diet, epitomized by corn 
syrups’ domination over sugarcane 
and honey, nature’s natural sweet-
ener, is a major factor in America’s 
high rates of obesity, heart disease, 
and cancer, which contribute to 
our increasing healthcare costs.

Th e fertility of our once self-suf-
fi cient farms was based on the sun 
and the natural cycle of diverse 
crop rotation, livestock grazing, 
and use of animal manure as a 
nutrient-rich fertilizer. Th e wide 
scale industrialization of these 
farms began when the defense 
industrial complex’s factories 
went from producing munitions 
to synthetic oil-based fertilizers 
after the Second World War. To-
day’s modern farm apparatus con-
sumes large quantities of oil with 
an estimated fi fty gallons required 
to produce one acre of monocul-
ture farmland and even more oil 
required for our cattle feedlots, 
chicken factories, and dairy farms. 
Furthermore, petroleum-based 
pesticides are repeatedly applied 
to the soil, plant shoots, and foli-
age itself for each diff erent target-
ed organism. Unlike the targeted 
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by William Marvel

It’s been a season of political sur-
prises, especially for those who 

haven’t been paying attention, and 
the surprises have probably only 
begun. Recent events might be 
better understood by refl ecting 
that Newton’s third law of motion 
may apply to politics as well as to 
physics.

In our presidential race, it was 
the performance of Bernie Sand-
ers that fi rst astonished just about 
everyone. How could so painfully 
honest and independent a char-
acter persistently challenge the 
anointed candidate of America’s 
most powerful party elite? Th en 
there was the similarly stunning 
success of Donald Trump, whose 
followers sound as mortally sick 
of pandering establishment rhet-
oric from mealy-mouthed pro-
fessional politicians as those who 
support Sanders.

Th e American media no soon-
er began referring to the two 
presumptive nominees than the 
British voted to quit the Europe-
an Union. Scotland’s recent refus-
al to withdraw from the United 
Kingdom may have left many 
expecting victory for the Remain 

campaign, despite the earnest in-
dignation of the Leave supporters, 
but the geographic distribution of 
the vote says a great deal about 
why Leave advocates won. Media 
intent on promoting irony culti-
vates imagery of morning-after 
regrets about doubtful economic 
promises, but the map says immi-
gration was probably the visceral 
issue for most Brexit voters. Leave 
supporters predominated in En-
gland but lost heavily in Wales, 
Scotland, and Ireland. I haven’t 
been to Britain in two decades, 
but England’s cities were even 
then teeming with immigrant 
colonials or their descendants, 
while Scotland was almost entire-
ly Scottish, and Wales and Ireland 
were described to me as similarly 
homogenous. England has borne 
most of the extensive subsequent 
immigration, too.

Th e specter of Europe’s recent 
tidal wave of refugees from the 
earliest of the 21st century’s nat-
ural-resources wars clearly con-
vinced many Brits that hospitality 
has its limits. Most of the recent 
immigrants fl ooding across Eu-
rope appear to have more to ask 
than to off er, and some seem 
ready to exploit welcoming atti-

tudes about cultural diversity as 
a steppingstone to cultural dom-
inance. Old theories about the 
economic advantages of immigra-
tion tend to wither beyond a cer-
tain threshold of growth — when 
population itself becomes burden-
some enough or resources scarce 
enough to diminish the quality 
of life. Th at lesson is apt for the 
Home Offi  ce, the Democratic 
Party, or the Mount Washington 
Valley Chamber of Commerce.

Immigration seems to be a ma-
jor determining factor for many 
Trump supporters, too. Th e Unit-
ed States has not yet faced the 
latest swarms of refugees, but 
climate change and the wars it 
breeds are only going to increase 
the number of people leaving 
their homelands, especially if oth-
er, richer countries remain willing 
to take them. Our millions of un-
documented and illegal aliens will 
seem insignifi cant by comparison, 
but they still remain a sore point 
for both American-born and le-
gally naturalized voters. Th e hy-
pocrisy of turning a blind eye to 
border-jumping — and then pe-
riodically legalizing a new gener-
ation of illegal immigrants to gain 
their votes for a particular party 

— has bred cynicism deep enough 
to win broad support even for so 
fl awed a critic as Trump. Anti-de-
portation arguments founded on 
the impossibility of deporting all 
illegal aliens sound a little dis-
ingenuous to people who notice 
that we don’t stop prosecuting 
consumer fraud, corruption, or 
speeding just because every viola-
tor can’t be caught.

Brexit off ers an interesting 
comparison to our own past, 
both in the immigration element 
and in the procedure for leaving 
their union. Heavy immigration 
to America from the 1840s on-
ward periodically drove down real 
wages, spawning much xenopho-
bic political activity, and serious 
trouble might have ensued had 
industrial expansion and an un-
developed West not relieved some 
of the pressure. When Southern 
states tried to secede over protec-
tive tariff  policies and a perceived 
threat to slavery, the rest of the 
states pounced on them like an 
abusive husband who beats his 
wife senseless when she tries to 
get out the door with her bags. 
Southern secession was compli-
cated by serious doubts whether it 
was the people’s will, but North-

erners wanted to interject the 
daunting impediment of nation-
wide ratifi cation, even if secession 
passed popular referenda in every 
slave state. By contrast, a mem-
ber of the EU desirous of leaving 
simply announces it, negotiates 
the complicated economic details, 
and eventually resumes indepen-
dent standing.

Th e common theme leading up 
to the American Civil War, the 
British vote to leave the EU, and 
American presidential campaigns 
of recent years is political polar-
ization, and mainly over mat-
ters relating to cultural survival. 
In 1860 Southern slaveholders 
feared an uncompromising liber-
al agenda that would not merely 
reform their society, but destroy 
it. In 2016, innumerable Britons 
and Americans fear an insatiable 
liberal program that seems intent 
on burying their own cultural 
identities. On such delicate sub-
jects, self-righteous insistence on 
one side only engenders obstinate 
resistance on the other — invari-
ably leading to undesirable conse-
quences, sooner or later.

≈≈≈ 

plants, larva, and bugs that grow 
resistant to these pesticides, these 
petroleum-based chemicals leach 
into our groundwater and remain 
eff ective against the organisms in 
our rivers, estuaries, and oceans, 
creating dead zones. In addition, 
between harvesting and arriving 
on our grocery store shelves, oil 
products are used throughout the 
modern food chain in the drying, 
storing, processing, packaging, 
and transportation of these food 
items. 

Well grown and locally sourced 
food not only connects us to the 
land with their non-processed, 
unadulterated, whole foods, but 
the inherent fewer links in their 
food chain leads to less oil prod-
ucts being consumed. As a nat-
ural alternative to our industrial 
monocultures’ heavy dependence 
on petroleum-based fertilizers 
and pesticides, small farms ro-
tate a diverse number of crops 
leading to healthier soils, deeper 
roots, and a far greater variation 

of fruits and vegetables for us to 
choose from. Th e ripeness and 
freshness of locally-sourced food 
means that not only will it often 
taste better, but the food will re-
quire far less oil for transport and 
no oil for storage, processing, or 
the single-use sealed plastic bags 
that keep the produce fresher lon-
ger during shipping. Furthermore, 
local farmers often pasture their 
livestock which leads to high-
er quality, healthier, and happier 
meat, eggs, and dairy products 

than their seed-fed counterparts 
produce on industrial farms. Fi-
nally, if the worst predictions of 
global warming come to fruition, 
local farmers and fi sherman will 
possess the skills our society will 
need most.

I do my best to purchase my 
produce from the farmers’ mar-
ket, meat from Maine Meat, and 
fi sh from New Hampshire Com-
munity Seafood, and I would like 
to encourage others that can to 
do the same. Not only are these 

well grown and locally sourced 
foods more nutritional for us and 
healthier for the earth, the more 
Americans that collectively chose 
this lifestyle, the less oil dependent 
we would become as a nation. If 
we as Americans consume less oil, 
oil abundant regions would have 
fewer wars for our service mem-
bers to deploy to combat in and 
the earth’s outlook from climate 
change would be less grim.

Josh Denton
Portsmouth, N.H
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How Th e Feds Encourage Wall Street Banksterism

Not Voting for Evil
To the Editor:
We still have more than four 

months until the general election, 
which now seems likely to pit 
Hillary Clinton against Donald 
Trump, but already I am weary 
of people trying to guilt-trip me 
into voting for Clinton with the 
argument that if I don’t vote for 
Clinton, a Trump triumph will be 
my fault.

For starters, all my life I have 
been forced to hold my nose ev-
ery four years and vote for the 
lesser of two evils. But voting for 
the lesser of two evils is still vot-
ing for evil. I am through holding 
my nose. I am through voting for 
evil. I refuse to do that yet another 
time.

And I believe absolutely that 
Hillary Clinton is evil, certainly 
in any meaningful political sense. 
When she declined to throw her 
husband out of the East Wing 
and make him sleep in the Oval 
Offi  ce for the last two years of his 
Presidency, it became clear that 
she was willing to suff er any dis-
grace, bear any shame, and shoul-
der any humiliation in order to 
stay close to the levers of power, 
for which she has been amply re-
warded by the Democratic party 
with a Senate seat, a stint as Sec-
retary of State, and now the nom-
ination for President.

Meanwhile, she and her hus-
band have become fabulously rich 
doing the bidding of Wall Street 
brokers and bankers while she has 
supported every war and military 
intervention that has made itself 
available to American arms since 
her husband fi rst took the oath 
of offi  ce. She has cynically and 
dishonestly (and probably illegal-
ly) used her personal and public 
infl uence to enrich the Clinton 
Foundation. She has contributed 
signifi cantly to the rise of the Na-
tional Security State. How many 
people in countries like Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, Syria, Yemen, 
and Libya will become collateral 
damage during another Clinton 
presidency?

I am not going to vote for 
Donald Trump. But in good con-
science I do not believe I can vote 
for Hillary Clinton, either. It is 
not my job to save America from 
itself. I have no duty to settle for 
the lesser of two evils. In the pri-
mary election in my state in April, 
I voted for a candidate I believe 
in. I did not have to hold my nose. 
When the general election rolls 
around in November, I may vote 
for Bernie Sanders again. I may 
vote for Jill Stein. I may not cast 
a vote for that particular offi  ce. 
But I will not vote for someone I 
believe will do nothing but con-
tinue the corrupt, militarized, 

klepto-oligarchy this nation has 
become while ignoring inequities 
and injustices at home and abroad.

William D. Ehrhart, Ph.D.
formerly Sergeant, USMC
Bryn Mawr, Pa.
William:
We suspect that some of our read-

ers may fi nd your letter appalling. 
Knowing, though, as we do, that you 
have spent most of the past fi fty years 
engaged in the deep contemplation of 
moral issues, and believing strongly 
in the principle that every person 
has the right to make their own deci-
sions, we cannot fault you for yours.

You are not alone in your decision; 
a person listed on our masthead, who 
shall remain anonymous due to the 
diffi  culty of fi nding replacements, 
came to the same conclusion.

While we still can we’re holding 
out hope for an indictment and a 
subsequent nomination by accla-
mation, of your preferred candidate 
and ours, the Senator from Vermont, 
Bernie Sanders.

Th e Editor
≈≈≈

Troubled Times
To the Editor:
Walking with a young friend 

troubled deeply by the massacre 
in Orlando, I remarked that such 
things did not happen in this 
country when I was a child. Asked 
why, I explained that at one time 
it was illegal for private citizens 

to possess military-style weap-
ons. Asked how that had come to 
change, I explained that an asso-
ciation of individual gun owners 
had been transformed into little 
more than a lobbying organiza-
tion for a weapons industry that 
will sell anything to anyone. If one 
looks hard enough, it can be seen 
that not a lot has changed since 
the Second World War, when U.S. 
companies sold steel to Japan and 
defective equipment to the U.S. 
military. 

Anyone remember Bob Dylan’s 
“Masters of War”: “You that build 
the big guns/You that build the 
death planes /You that build all 
the bombs/You that hide be-
hind walls/You that hide behind 
desks/I just want you to know/ 
I can see through your masks.” 
Goes for the NRA, too. Unfor-
tunately, it’s as difficult to see 
through arms manufacturers as 
through banks; these are the cor-
porations that are “too big to fail,” 
or to be prosecuted. 

Background checks my other 
cheeks! Prohibit the possession 
of military-style weapons outside 
the perimeters of military instal-
lations; let those whose self worth 
depends on blasting furred and 
feathered creatures in the woods 
do so one shot at a time. As for 
personal safety, address the pover-
ty, inequality, bigotry, and racism 

that drive violence and perhaps 
we could have a nation like the 
Great Britain of bobbies who car-
ried only truncheons. 

Writes Garry Wills in Th e Fu-
ture of the Catholic Church with 
Pope Francis, “But the America of 
the founding, we now recognize, 
was terribly flawed, by slaugh-
ter of Indians, enslavement of 
blacks, and suppression of wom-
en, among other things. And the 
contemporary United States will 
someday be seen in retrospect as 
a plutocracy with impoverished 
citizens; as a bloated war ma-
chine with overkill stockpiles of 
unusable weaponry; as a place of 
volunteer armies ground down 
by constant use, of ruinously ex-
pensive political campaigning and 
clogged nongoverning, making 
ineff ectual gestures toward a fail-
ing ecosystem, and with a stupor 
of admiration for guns.” Am I 
proud to be an “American”? Hard-
ly. I can’t even find much reason to 
be proud to be human. 

John Simon
Portsmouth, N.H
John:
 Th e government has been selling 

military surplus rifl es since 1903 
through the Civilian Marksman-
ship Program, and thousands of 
Americans now own war surplus 
M-1 Garands and M-1 carbines. 

Th e Editor

by Jim Hightower

Hey, stop complaining that our 
government coddles Wall 

Street’s big, money-grubbing 
banks! 

Sure, they went belly-up and 
crashed our economy with their 
greed. And, yes, Washington 
bailed them out, while ignoring 
the plight of workaday people 
who lost jobs, homes, businesses, 
wealth, and hope. But come on, 
Buckos — have you not noticed 

that the feds are now socking the 
banksters with huuuuge penalties 
for their wrongdoings? 

Wall Street powerhouse Gold-
man Sachs, for example, was re-
cently punched in its corporate 
gut with a jaw-dropping $5 bil-
lion punishment for its illegal 
schemes. It’s hard to comprehend 
that much money, so think of it 
like this: If you paid out $100,000 
every day, it would take you nearly 
28 years to pay off  just one billion 
dollars. So, wow, imagine having 

to pull Five Big Bs out of your 
wallet! 

Th at should make even the 
most arrogant and avaricious 
high-fi nance fl im-fl ammer think 
twice before risking such scams, 
so these negotiated settlements 
between the feds and the big 
banks will eff ectively deter repeats 
of the 2008 Wall Street debacle. 
Right?

Actually, no.
Notice that the $5 billion pun-

ishment is applied to Goldman 

Sachs, not to the “Goldman Sack-
ers.” Th e bank’s shareholders have 
to cough up the penalty, rather 
then the executives who did the 
bad deeds. Remember, banks 
don’t commit crimes — bankers 
do. Goldman Sachs’ CEO, Lloyd 
Blankfein, just awarded himself a 
$23 million paycheck for his work 
last year. Th at work essentially 
amounted to negotiating the deal 
with the government to make 
shareholders pay for the bankers’ 
wrongdoings — while he and 

other top executives keep their 
jobs and keep pocketing millions.

What a great role model for 
young fi nancial executives! With 
no punishment the next genera-
tion of banksters can view Lloyd’s 
story as a model for Wall Street 
success, rather than a deterrent to 
corruption.

≈≈≈
Copyright 2016 by Jim Hightower 

& Associates. Contact Laura Ehrlich 
(laura@jimhightower.com).

≈≈≈ 
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Admiral Fowle’s Piscataqua River Tidal Guide (Not for Navigational Purposes)

Tuesday, July 12Monday, July 11Sunday, July 10 Wednesday, July 13 Thursday, July 14 Friday, July 15 Saturday, July 16

16 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH
(603) 436-6006

Therapeutic Massage,
Aromatherapy & Bodywork

Jill Vranicar• Kate Leigh

Portsmouth, arguably the fi rst 
town in this country not founded 
by religious extremists, is bounded 
on the north and east by the 
Piscataqua River, the second, third, 
or fourth fastest-fl owing navigable 
river in the country, depending on 

whom you choose to believe. 
Th e Piscataqua’s ferocious current 
is caused by the tide, which, in 
turn, is caused by the moon. Th e 
other player is a vast sunken valley 
— Great Bay — about ten miles 
upriver. Twice a day, the moon 

drags about seventeen billion 
gallons of seawater — enough to 
fi ll 2,125,000 tanker trucks — up 
the river and into Great Bay. Th is 
creates a roving hydraulic confl ict, 
as incoming sea and the outgoing 
river collide. Th e skirmish line 

moves from the mouth of the 
river, up past New Castle, around 
the bend by the old Naval Prison, 
under Memorial Bridge, past the 
tugboats, and on into Great Bay. 
Th is can best be seen when the tide 
is rising. 

Twice a day, too, the moon lets all 
that water go. All the seawater that 
just fought its way upstream goes 
back home to the ocean. Th is is 
when the Piscataqua earns its title 
for xth fastest current. Look for the 
red buoy, at the upstream end of 

Badger’s Island, bobbing around in 
the current. It weighs several tons, 
and it bobs and bounces in the 
current like a cork. 
Th e river also has its placid mo-
ments, around high and low tides. 
When the river rests, its tugboats 

and bridges work their hardest. 
Ships coming in laden with coal, 
oil, and salt do so at high tide, for 
more clearance under their keels. 
Th ey leave empty, riding high in 
the water, at low tide, to squeeze 
under Memorial Bridge.

Next to City Hall in Downtown Dover, NH

3 Hale Street   �   (603) 742-1737 

“Of all Smells Bread: 

Of All Tastes Salt.”

— George Herbert (1593-1633)

7 Commercial Alley ~ 766-1616 

www.portsmouthsaltcellar.com

Since 2011

4:07

10:18

4:43

10:44

5:00

11:08

5:35

11:40

5:56

11:59

6:29

12:39

6:55

12:53

7:23

1:37

7:54

1:46

8:16

2:32

8:49

2:38

9:05

3:23

4:10

10:26

4:11

10:33

4:52

11:08

4:54

11:14

5:33

11:48

5:36

11:53

6:12

12:27

6:17

12:33

6:52

1:07

7:00

1:15

7:33

1:48

7:45

1:59

Tuesday, July 19Monday, July 18Sunday, July 17 Wednesday, July 20 Thursday, July 21 Friday, July 22 Saturday, July 23

9:40

8:16

3:26

2:32

8:33

9:51

2007—China executes its Director of 

the State Food and Drug Administra-

tion. Zheng Xiaoyu took bribes which 

led to 40 deaths.

2001—George Tenet tries to warn 

George Bush and Condi Rice about 

Osama bin Laden and al- Qaeda, but 

can’t get their attention.

1989—Fifteen tornadoes cause $100 

million in damages in the northeast.

1985—French secret police in the 

South Pacifi c blow up Greenpeace‘s 

boat, Rainbow Warrior.

1972—Water used to fi ght an arson 

fi re destroys the U.S.S. Forrestal’s 

computers and nearly capsizes her.

1972—In the Chandka Forest of In-

dia, a herd of stampeding elephants, 

driven mad by the heat, fl attens a vil-

lage killing 24.

1949—A 375-foot four-masted 
steel barque, Pamir, a school ship, 
is the last cargo-carrying sailing 
vessel to round Cape Horn.
1926—A bolt of lightning hits a pow-

der warehouse in Picatinny, N.J. Over 

three days, millions of pounds of ex-

plosives destroy 187 of 200 buildings, 

injure 38, and kill 19.

1805—RIP Revolutionary War sol-

dier Col. William Butler who was 

court martialled for refusing to cut off  

his ponytail. “Bore a hole through the 

bottom of my coffi  n,” he wrote in his 

will, “[so that] the damned rascal [his 

ex-commanding offi  cer] will see that, 

even when dead, I refuse to obey his 

orders.”

2003—Condi Rice lies about White 

House knowledge of Joe Wilson’s Ni-

ger investigation; Ari Fleischer outs 

Valerie Plame as a CIA offi  cer; Karl 

Rove lies to Time about Wilson’s wife 

Plame, and CIA head George Tenet 

takes the rap for the White House’s 

lies about Iraq buying uranium. 

1955—Congress puts “In God We 

Trust” on all U.S. coins and paper cur-

rency; which god is not specifi ed.

1953—Ike OK’s the overthrow of 

Iran’s Prime Minister Mohammed 

Mosaddeq. What could go wrong?

1951—In Cicero, Ill., 4,000 whites 

attack a building because a WW II vet 

[black] had rented an apartment in it. 

Th e National Guard is called in. Th e 

vet is charged with a crime.

1947—In Georgia, eight black pris-

oners are killed for refusing to work 

without boots in a snake-fi lled swamp.

1917—A posse in Bisbee, Ariz. herds 

1,286 striking copper miners into 

railroad cattle cars and sends them to 

New Mexico with no food or water.

1864—Four miles north of the White 

House, at Ft. Stevens, Abraham Lin-

coln comes under enemy fi re. 

1804—At Weehauken, N.J. Alexan-

der Hamilton fi res into the ground in 

front of Aaron Burr. Burr carefully 

aims, then shoots Hamilton dead.

1713—Queen Anne’s War ends as In-

dians sign the Treaty of Portsmouth. 

Th e settlers soon renege.

1690 —William of Orange defeats the 

Jacobites at the Battle of the Boyne.

1982—FEMA pledges that even in a 

nuclear war, the mail will get through.

1979—Th e White Sox are forced to 

forfeit a game after explosives damage 

the fi eld during Disco Demolition 

Night at Comiskey Park.  

1973—A fi re in St. Louis, Mo. de-

stroys the service records of 16 to 18 

million Army and Air Force veterans.

1962—A Pennsylvania garbage dump 

fi re spreads to a coal mine where burns 

for more than twenty years.

1917—After  thirty hours in cattle cars 

without food or water, 1,286 striking 

copper miners are left stranded in the 

New Mexico desert.

1916—Lyudmila Pavlichenko, a fu-

ture Red Army sniper with 300 Nazi 

kills, is born. She’s the fi rst Soviet cit-

izen welcomed to the White House.

1892—Th e Pennsylvania militia ar-

rives at Homestead, Pa. to protect An-

drew Carnegie’s right to make a buck.

1872—Orangemen avoid casualties 

by refraining from marching through 

Irish tenements in New York.

1871—Orangemen are attacked as 

they march through Irish tenements 

in New York; 60 die this time.

1870—Orangemen are attacked by an 

Irish mob as they march through Irish 

tenements in New York; eight die.

1864—Th e Natchez [Miss.] Courier 

reports that Jones County has seceded 

from the Confederacy.

1817—Henry David Th oreau is born.

1691—William of Orange’s forces 

slaughter the Jacobites at Aughrim.

2008—A remote outpost in Wanat 

is attacked by 200-500 al- Qaeda and 

Taliban. Of 48 U.S. soldiers, 9 are 

KIA and 27 are WIA; of 24 Afghan 

soldiers, just 4 are WIA.

1999—Sen. Bob Smith (R-N.H.) 

drops out of the Presidential race, and 

the Republican Party to boot, to run as 

an Independent.

1987—Warren Rudman tells Ollie 

North during the Iran-Contra hear-

ings, “Th e American people have the 

constitutional right to be wrong.”

1959—A sodium-cooled nuclear re-

actor in Simi Valley, Calif. has a par-

tial meltdown, releasing 300 times 

more radiation than Th ree Mile Is-

land, a fact kept secret for 20 years.

1950—A B-50 Superfortress crashes 

in Lebanon, Ohio, killing its crew 

of 16. Th e fi ssile core of the nuclear 

weapon on board not being installed, 

the crater made by its high explosives 

was only 25 feet deep.

1948—Israeli troops drive 70,000 

Palestinians from their homes in 

Lydda and Remleh.

1943—Student Alexander Schmo-

rell and Professor Kurt Huber, 

co-conspirators in the anti-Nazi 

pamphleteering group White Rose, 

are guillotined in Munich.

1863—A New York mob, enraged 

by draft laws exempting the rich and 

egged on by Democrats, go on a three-

day rampage, leveling whole blocks 

and attacking Greeley’s pro-Union 

New York Tribune.

2004—Th e GOP tries to ban gay 

marriage but can’t rise to the occasion.

2004—During fi lming of Charlie and 

the Chocolate Factory, a rigging error 

drops a $540,000 movie camera into 

a huge vat of chocolate.

2003—Robert Novak outs CIA offi  -

cer Valerie Plame in his column.

2000—A Florida jury orders fi ve to-

bacco companies to pay $145 billion in 

damages. An appeals court later lets 

them off  the hook.

1991—A derailed tanker car full of 

pesticide spills into the Sacramento 

River killing 100,000 trout.

1989—Alabama tries twice, 19 min-

utes apart, to electrocute Horace F. 

Dunkins, who’s black and develop-

mentally-disabled. Th e fi rst try fails 

because the chair is wired wrong. 

1987—Oliver North, out of lies, ends 

his testimony before Congress.

1970—Bob Haldeman informs Tom 

Huston that Richard Nixon has ap-

proved his despicable Plan.

1948—Southerners walk out of the 

Democratic convention to form the 

pro-segregation States’ Rights Party.

1921—Massachusetts’ show trial of 

Nicolo Sacco and Bartolomeo Van-

zetti ends with a guilty verdict.

1917—Th e Army shows mercy to 

striking miners in the New Mexico 

desert by imprisoning them .

1791—In Lausanne, Vevey, and 

Rolle, Switzerland, citizens celebrate 

the liberation of the Bastille, shouting 

“Live free or die.”

1995—A derecho sends hurricane 

force winds through New York and 

New England, toppling thousands of 

trees and killing three people.

1979—Jimmy Carter delivers his 

“malaise” speech, in which the word 

“malaise” does not appear.

1974—In Florida, on live TV, news-

reader Christine Chubbuck pulls a 

loaded pistol from a shopping bag and 

shoots herself dead.

1971—Nixon says he’ll go to China.

 1964—Th e Republican Party saddles 

itself with Barry Goldwater as a presi-

dential candidate.

1954—“Operation Wetback” begins 

throwing “Mexican-looking” people 

out of the U.S.

1919—Th e then-honestly-named War 

Department calls 337,000 Americans 

draft dodgers.

1877—President John W. Garrett, of 

the B & O Railroad, gives his share-

holders a 10% dividend and his work-

ers a 10% pay cut.

1865—In Rye, N.H. an optical illu-

sion causes the Isles of Shoals to ap-

pear to be only a mile or two off shore.

1779—General “Mad Anthony” 

Wayne’s troops take 700 prisoners 

with a bayonet charge at Stony Point.

1685—Executioner Jack Ketch even-

tually beheads the Duke of Mon-

mouth, after eight ax blows.

1381—Lollard preacher John Ball, 

for inspiring the Peasants’ Revolt, 

is hanged, drawn, and quartered as 

Richard II looks on with approval.

2010—As a running  Robinson R44 

helicopter is being loaded on a truck 

at Salt Lake City, an accident kills one 

person and seriously injures three.

1991—Th e Trump Taj Mahal fi les for 

bankruptcy 467 days after opening.

1979—A dam, badly built on shaky 

ground, collapses in Church Rock, 

N.M., spilling 1,100 tons of radioac-

tive mill waste, 93 million gallons of 

effl  uent, and as much radioactivity as 

Th ree Mile Island.

1973—Al Butterfi eld reveals he’s 

been bugging the Oval offi  ce at the 

behest of Th e Man himself.

1969—Apollo 11 heads for the Moon.

1963—In NYC, Tom Cornell and 

Chris Kearns stage the fi rst anti-Viet-

nam War demonstration.

1948—Th e fi rst commercial fl ight 

ever is hijacked, and crashes. Th e sole 

survivor, Wong Fu, the hijacker, is re-

leased due to jurisdictional diffi  culties.

1945—Th e Atomic Age begins with a 

bang at Alamagordo, N.M.

1934—Workers in San Francisco 

conduct a four-day General Strike.

1877—B&O RR fi remen in Martins-

burg, W.Va. strike against wage cuts.

1858—To resist prostitutes, Th omas 

P. “Boston” Corbett castrates himself 

with a pair of scissors. Seven years later 

he will kill John Wilkes Booth.

1854—A conductor tells Elizabeth 

Jennings Graham to get off  his street-

car, since she’s black. She refuses. In 

court, she wins desegregation, $250, 

and court costs.

2015—Portsmouth cops, doing the 

bidding of Seacoast Helicopters, 

show up en masse at the offi  ce of local 

businessman Mike Th iel and grill him 

about a letter of complaint.

2001—Th e FBI says it’s lost 449 

fi rearms and 184 laptop computers, 

including one holding clas sifi ed data.

1996—Flight 800 spontaneously ex-

plodes off  Long Island. Yeah, right.

1995—An Australian herding cattle 

with a Robinson R22 helicopter is 

killed after it breaks up in mid-air.

1965—An American press offi  cer in 

Saigon tells Morley Safer “if you think 

any American offi  cial is going to tell 

you the truth, then you’re stupid.”

1962—Th e U.S. conducts its last near-

ground atmospheric nuke test: the 

.018 kiloton “Little Feller.” A com-

pany of soldiers is marched through 

ground zero 26 minutes later.

1955—Lightning ignites a huge mine 

placed near Ypres in 1916. A cow is the 

only casualty.

1944—Two munitions ships explode 

at Port Chicago, Calif., killing 322, 

mostly black bomb handlers.

1928—Partying with Mexican Rev-

olution veterans, President Alvaro 

Obregon tells strolling caricaturist 

Leon Toral, “Make sure you make me 

look good.” Toral says, “I will,” and 

shoots him dead.

1877—Gov. Henry Mathews calls 

out a local militia company to sup-

press the Martinsburg, W.Va. railroad 

strike. It sides with strikers, instead.

1985—Still doped up after cancer sur-

gery fi ve days earlier, Ronald Reagan 

OKs sending arms to Iran.

1984—James O. Huberty tells his 

wife he’s “going to hunt humans,” then 

kills 21 and wounds 19 at a San Diego 

McDonald’s. A SWAT team sniper 

kills Huberty. His widow unsuccess-

fully sues McDonalds for poisoning 

his mind with MSG.

1981—Norman Mailer’s protege Jack 

Abbott, on work release after a stretch 

for bank robbery, stabs a man to death 

in the East Village.

1972—U.S.S. Ranger is disabled after 

bolts and a paint scraper are intention-

ally dropped into the gears.

1969—Senator Ted Kennedy gives 

Mary Jo Kopechne a ride part of the 

way home from a party, takes a swim, 

then a nap.

1964—Harlem riots after cops kill an 

unarmed 15-year-old.

1944—Ordered by der Führer to kill a 

fl y, aide Fritz Darges suggests it’s a job 

for the Luftwaff e. He’s immediately 

banished to the Eastern Front.

 1939—Hunter S. Th ompson is born, 

Louisville, Ky.

1938—Douglas “Wrong Way” Corri-

gan lands in Ireland after an unautho-

rized trans-Atlantic fl ight.

1925—H.L. Mencken is nearly run 

out of Dayton, Tenn. on a rail by its 

pious Christian inhabitants.

1877—Governor Henry Mathews of 

West Virginia pleads for U.S. Marines 

to suppress the B & O railroad strike.

2011—Wendi Murdoch deftly de-

fl ects a pie aimed at her husband 

Rupert, as he’s being grilled about 

phone-hacking by Parliament.

2010—Terrifi ed by a malignly-edited 

YouTube clip, Sec. of Ag. Tom Vilsack 

has USDA employee Shirley Sherrod 

pulled over by the side of the road and 

summarily fi red.

2001—Deputy Chairman of the 

British Conservative party Lord Jef-

frey Archer is convicted of perjury and 

sentenced to 4 years.

1994—Dining with reporters in the 

Capitol, Sen. Howell Hefl in (D-Ala.) 

pulls what he thinks is a hankie from 

his pocket, and wipes his nose with a 

pair of panties.

1991—South Africa’s government 

admits it paid Zulus to undermine the 

African National Congress.

1985—Concord, N.H. teacher 

Christa McAuliff e is chosen to be fi rst 

“Teacher in Space.”

1979—Sandinistas march trium-

phantly into Managua.

1969—John Fairfax completes the 

fi rst solo cross-Atlantic row.

1957—A two-kiloton nuclear war-

head carried by an air-to-air missile 

explodes 18,000 feet above fi ve Air 

Force volunteers at Yucca Flats.

1942—German U-boats quit the U.S. 

Atlantic coast due to eff ective count-

er-measures.

1848—At the fi rst Women’s Rights 

convention held at Seneca Falls, N.Y. , 

“Bloomers” are introduced.

2002—Th e FBI arrests three former 

NASA interns for stealing a 600 lb. 

safe holding moon rocks.

2002—A review fi nds that U.S. air 

strikes in Afghanistan have killed as 

many as 400 civilians.

2001—Lori Klausutis, 28, a Congres-

sional aide, is found dead in the Fort 

Walton Beach offi  ce of Rep. Joe Scar-

borough (R-Fla.).

1989—Pres. George Herbert 

[Hoover] Walker Bush calls for a 

manned mission to Mars. His farcical 

notion is quickly laughed off .

1985—Mel Fisher begins hauling 

$400,000,000 worth of gold off  the 

ocean fl oor near Key West, Fla., where 

it had lain for 363 years.

1984—Famed runner and fi tness fa-

natic  Jim Fixx, age 52, dies of a heart 

attack while jogging.

1973—Martial artist and fi tness fa-

natic Bruce Lee, age 32, dies in Hong 

Kong.

1969—Neil Armstrong takes a walk 

on the moon.

1956—A scheduled election intended 

to reunify Vietnam is blocked by the 

South. Th e Eisenhower administra-

tion concurs.

1948—Harry Truman kicks off  the 

U.S.’s fi rst peacetime draft.

1944—German generals try but fail 

to kill Hitler with a bomb.

1877—Th e B & O Railroad strike 

spreads to Maryland, where workers 

threaten to blow up bridges and run 

trains into rivers.

2007—George W.[MD] Bush in-

vokes the 25th Amendment, making 

Dick “Dick” Cheney President while 

Bush’s colon is inspected.

2000—Long-time Texas voter Dick 

“Dick” Cheney registers in Wyoming 

to evade election laws.

2000—Th e FBI and ATF are exon-

erated in the 1993 Waco, Texas siege 

which left 80 religious fanatics dead.

1971—AT&T gives the GOP 

$400,000 for its 1972 convention — 

and dodges an anti-trust beef.

1954—Geneva Accords free Vietnam 

from French colonial rule; the U.S. 

steps in to preserve disorder.

1951—A Canadian Pacifi c DC-10 

leaves Vancouver for Anchorage with 

37 on board and disappears. 

1950—Tuffi  , a young elephant riding 

in a German elevated train, gets agi-

tated and breaks a window. She then 

falls into a river, but survives.

1919—A burning dirigible crashes 

through the glass skylight of a Chica-

go bank killing 13.

1918—U-156 lands a few shells on the 

beach at Orleans, Mass. while shelling 

and sinking the tug Perth Amboy — 

the fi rst time the U.S. mainland has 

been attacked since 1812.

1877—Pittsburgh militia bayonet 

and shoot railroad strikers (20 die). 

Surviving strikers burn 39 buildings 

and wreck 104 locomotives.

1643—Eight men are beheaded in 

Santa Fe  under the unexpected au-

thority of the Spanish Inquisition.

2003—In Mosul, Iraq, U.S. troops 

kill the Hussein brothers.

 2001—“I know what I believe,” says 

G.W.[MD] Bush. “I will continue to 

articulate what I believe and what I be-

lieve — I believe what I believe is right.”

1991—Milwaukee police arrest Jef-

frey Dahmer, the famous cannibal.

1983—A Robinson R22 helicopter 

falls apart over Canton, Pa. and crash-

es, killing the pilot and a passenger.

1975—Owen J. Quinn parachutes 

from the top of the South Tower of 

New York’s World Trade Center. 

1974—On the steps of the Capitol, 

600 young Moonies begin a three-day 

fast and pray for Richard Nixon.

1946—Irgun bombs the King David 

Hotel in Jerusalem, killing 91.

1934—In Chicago, FBI agents shoot 

John Dillinger in the back.

1916—A bomb kills 10 and wounds 

40 during a Preparedness Day parade 

in San Francisco. Perjured testimony 

sends two innocent men to prison.

1915—Th e excursion steamer East-

land nearly tips over at the dock in 

Chicago, but it’s hushed up to prevent 

loss of business.

1905—Henderson’s Point vanishes 

from the Piscataqua, thanks to 60,000 

tons of dynamite.

1877—Militiamen shoot their way 

out of Pittsburgh, killing 20 more 

strikers on the way.

1816—Percy Bysshe Shelley registers 

at a hotel at Mont Blanc, lists his desti-

nation as “L’Enfer.”

2002—Top intelligence offi  cials in 

Britain warn Tony Blair that the U.S. 

is “fi xing” intelligence to match policy 

to justify war against Iraq.

1982—While fi lming the movie Twi-

light Zone, Vic Morrow is decapitated 

by a helicopter blade.

1983—Air Canada Flight 143 runs 

out of fuel halfway between Montreal 

and Edmonton. Th e “Gimli Glider” 

coasts more than 100 miles to a suc-

cessful landing.

1970—Th e last big U.S. vs. NVA 

clash ends in futility with the 101st 

Airborne evacuating Firebase Rip-

cord; 75 KIAs, 463 WIAs. 

 1969—James Brown walks out of 

L.A. Mayor Sam Yorty’s offi  ce when 

the mayor is late to present him with a 

proclamation.

1967—Cops raid a blind pig in De-

troit, interrupting a welcome home 

party for two Vietnam veterans. A fi ve 

day riot ensues, and 43 die.

1944—Th e International Monetary 

Fund and World Bank are created in 

Bretton Woods, N.H., a town whose 

fi rst tax collector was Daniel Fowle.

1886—Bookie Steve Brodie stages a 

dubious dive off  the Brooklyn Bridge 

and turns the resulting notoriety into 

a career of sorts.

1877—During the railroad strike in 

Reading, Pa., the State Militia shoots 

ten civilians dead.

1846—Henry David Th oreau is jailed 

for refusing to pay a $1 poll tax to sup-

port the Mexican War.
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