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Armageddon Averted — For Now

Modern-day Republicans — if
we may be allowed the use of an
oxymoron — are famously fixated
on reducing the size of the Fed-
eral Government.

'This puts them in a delicate po-
sition: they are consciously choos-
ing to constantly deal with some-
thing that they abhor. It’s like a
preacher taking up residence in a
brothel — with evangelical intent,
of course.

Some critics say Republicans
want to do away with govern-
ment. That’s dangerous territory,
though. Accusing someone of
wanting to destroy his own gov-
ernment is tantamount to calling
him a traitor. Accusations of slan-
der might result.

Fortunately Grover Norquist,
who is broadly beloved among
Republicans, has confessed on the
record more than once. “I'm not
in favor of abolishing the gov-
ernment,” he said. “I just want to
shrink it down to the size where
we can drown it in the bathtub.”

It isn’t slander if it’s true.

The White (Or Black) House

There is one branch of govern-
ment the GOP loves dearly —
under the Right circumstances.
When a Republican gets his
hands on the keys to the White
House it becomes a bully pulpit
indeed. With four years to go un-
til the next election, it’s Katy bar
the door: sweeping governmental
reorganizations, spying on civil-
ians, deranged judicial appoint-
ments, pre-emptive warfare — it’s
all good.

Under a Democratic Adminis-
tration, though, it’s a different sto-
ry. The White House turns into a
pestilential sink of depravity, leav-
ing the country saddled with crip-
pling and intractable problems
such as Social Security, Medicare,

and the GI Bill. And since four of
the last six Presidential elections
have gone to the Democrats,
that’s all the more reason why our
Government should be hobbled,
starved, and otherwise beaten like
a rented mule.
"The Animal House

In the House of Representa-
tives, Speaker John Boehner is
just the man to enforce that agen-
da, never fearing — when it’s con-
venient — to invoke the Hastert
Rule: no bill makes it to the floor
for a vote unless a majority of the
“Republican” majority supports it.

In practical terms, that means
even if all the Democrat and 120
Republicans back a particular bill,
only 122 opposing Republicans
are needed to block it. Under
this screwball standard, it takes
only twenty-eight percent of the
House to make sure nothing gets
done. With nearly 50 Republican
Members professing allegiance to
the anti-government Tea Party,
that’s a pretty low hurdle.

On Sunday, Boehner told CBS’s
Bob Schieffer that he was proud
to claim the role of dog in the
manger for his party. “We should
not be judged on how many new
laws we create,” he said. “We
ought to be judged on how many
laws we repeal.” According to his
own standards, then, Boehner
might seem a failure; despite 39
attempts to repeal it, Obamacare’s
still on the books.

The rulebook of Republican
logic, though, was written by Vol-
taire and Lewis Carroll. In the
GOP — the best of all possible
parties in the best of all possible
nations — you begin with the
conclusion that whatever you did
was Right. Then you work back-
wards until you arrive at whatever
you've declared the facts to be.
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Greatest Deliberative Body?

With just 47 Republicans in
the Senate, Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell would have
little power were it not for the
filibuster. That curious device al-
lows a minority of 41 to turn “the
world’s greatest deliberative body”
into a corpse on life support.

Having failed to crush hated
agencies such as the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, the
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, and the National Labor Re-
lations Board through straight-
forward legislation, Republicans
settled for neutering them by
filibustering the appointees who
would run them.

Majority Leader Harry Reid,

exasperated by Republicans prac-
tice of running the filibuster drive
at Warp Nine, finally threatened
to push his nuclear button and
eliminate the filibuster with a
simple majority vote. On the 16th
a few Republicans relented, and a
deal of sorts was finally reached.
Mirabile dictu, a passel of appoin-
tees will actually get voted on.

Can the GOP forego its fili-
bustering habits? Sure — just like
a crack addict can avoid the pipe.

Tough Spots

House Speaker Boehner has it
easy compared to his counterpart
in the Senate. Granted, he does
faces an election every other year
— on paper. Ohio’s 8th District
elected its last Democrat in 1936.

When even-numbered Novem-
bers roll around in southwestern
Ohio, the Democrats usually just
throw another sacrifice on the
altar. Last year they didn't even
bother to do that. As long as he
can hold off attacks on his right
flank, he’s safe.

McConnell, on the other hand,
has people are coming at him
from every conceivable angle.
Naturally he’ll face a Democratic
opponent in 2014, but he’ll have
to make it past Matthew Bevin, a
Tea Party challenger, first.

Reelection is the least of their
problems, though. By a 52 to 37
margin, Republican voters say
their party’s leaders are taking
them in the wrong direction.

News Briefs

Our Fifty States: Laboratories of Democrazy [sic]

Like deer and other beasts de-
nied the benefits of modern, engi-
neered food products, porcupines
subsist on a diet that tends to be
deficient in salt. To make up for
that deficiency, they will gnaw on
just about anything that has salt
on or in it: a sweat-soaked canoe
paddle or axe handle, an automo-
bile tire, or, worse yet, brake lines.
Porcupines also have an unfor-
tunate tendency to girdle good
standing timber. That is, they
will gnaw their way through the
bark of a valuable tree, all the way
around the trunk, and in so doing
kill it.

So,back in the day when a quar-
ter still bought something, many
New Hampshire towns offered a

25 cent per head bounty on dead

porcupines. Particularly enterpris-
ing old boys might stow the heads
in an old Maxwell House can for
a week or two to ripen before
turning them in, figuring that the
warden would probably prefer to
accept the bounty hunter’s stated
tally rather than conduct a de-
tailed inventory himself.

In Colorado, residents of the
town of Deer Trail (“Home of
the World’s First Rodeo,” popula-
tion 546) are considering a more
modern version of the bounty.
Unmanned aerial vehicles —
drones — would take the place of
the quill pigs, and standing in for
the old codgers” duplicity would
be blatant municipal hypocrisy.

According to Denver-based
radio station KMGH, Deer Trail

resident Phillip Steel has col-
lected enough signatures to get
a proposal on the ballot that, if
passed, would institute a $100
bounty to be paid to any permit-
holder who shot down a Federal
drone. Would-be hunters would
be required to buy a permit and
be limited to using a shotgun,
12-gauge or smaller.

It’s probably not possible,
though, to bring down a drone
with a 12-gauge, and Deer Trail’s
Mayor Frank Fields has admitted
that the proposal is nothing but a
revenue-generating scam to profit
from the sale of drone-hunting
licences.

“We don't intend to paying
none of that out [sic],” Fields told
KMGH. Besides, no drones have

never been seen in Deer Trail.
Meanwhile, in Missouri, where
the State House’s Hall of Famous
Missourians includes a bust of
Rush Limbaugh, a bill was signed
into law last week providing that
“each school district and charter
school may annually teach the
[NRAs] Eddie Eagle Gunsafe
Program to first grade students.”
'The AP reported last week that
Mitch Daniels, now the President
of Purdue University, “requested
that historian and anti-war ac-
tivist Howard Zinn's writings be
banned from classrooms” when
he was Governor of Indiana.
Daniels, a Republican, also “asked
for a ‘cleanup’ of college courses
and proposed “cutting funding for
a program run by a local univer-

sity professor who was one of his
sharpest critics.” The Board of Di-
rectors that hired Daniels to run
Purdue was appointed by Daniels,
according to the AP report.
During five years of his Gov-
ernorship, the State of Indiana
lost track of $526 million. As
the Washington Guardians Phil-
lip Swarts put it, “computer errors
left the funds out of taxpayers’
pockets but unavailable for use by
the state or county governments.”
And, yes, this is the same Mitch
Daniels who directed the Office
of Management and Budget for
two years under George W. Bush.
In Pennsylvania, GOP Chair-

The Alleged News
to page two
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News Briefs
from page one

man Rob Gleason, interviewed
by Pennsylvania Cable Network,
refreshingly admitted that Voter
ID helped hold back Democratic
voters in last year’s Presidential
Election. “Think about this,” he
said to the interviewer, “We cut
Obama by five percent, which was
big. A lot of people lost sight of
that. He won, he beat McCain by
ten percent. He only beat Rom-
ney by five percent. I think that
voter ID helped a bit in that.”

The big winner in this fort-
night’s Kontest of Krazy, though,
has to be the Commonwealth of
Virginia. Long nicknamed the
“Old Dominion,” we now begin
to understand why.

Republicans in the Old Do-
minion, which still advertises itself
to tourists with the catchphrase,
“Virginia is for Lovers,” want to
establish rather strict rules about
how those lovers may go about
their ... whatever. Even the mar-
ried ones.

Ken Cuccinelli, the Attor-
ney General who is running for
Governor, is stumping for the
reinstatement of a law — already
thrown out by the courts — pro-
hibiting oral or anal sex. Pre-
sumably because he thinks that’s
somehow his business.

Meanwhile Bob McDonnell,
the man Cuccinelli is hoping to
replace, has finally, begrudgingly,
begun to backpedal from his
position that there has been ab-
solutely nothing wrong with the
many gifts and other favors which
he and his wife have received over
the years from his good buddy
Jonnie R. Williams, Sr.

Williams gave $70,00 to a cor-
poration owned by McDonnell
and his sister, and a check for
$50,000 to his wife. He also gave
$25,000 towards the cost of Mc-
Donnell’s daughter’s wedding.

Concidentally, Maureen Mc-
Donnell, the Governors wife,
has helped promote Anatabloc,
a product of Williams’s company,
Star Scientific. And the product
made its formal debut at the Vir-

Exotic and alluring vebicles are almost common on our streets in summer-
time — but how often do you see one that is un-Googleable? Our Wander-
ing Photographer had that thrill on Sunday, July 21st. He guessed that this
gorgeous beast was a Deusenberg. No, said the smiling driver, its a 1980
Johnston, of which only 90 were made. And we’ll have to take his word for
it — our Google-Fu failed to turn up a thing!
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ginia Governor’s mansion.

On Monday, McDonnell an-
nounced that he'd repaid $145,000
to Williams. But he still main-
tained that he “broke no laws.”

Sadly,McDonnell’s Presidential
prospects appear to be fading fast.
"That would have been fun.

Better luck next time, New
Hampshire. This time around,
the Granite State gets only an
Honorable Mention, thanks to a
disclaimer the Federal Marshal
Service will be adding to the pa-
perwork when they auction off
Ed and Elaine Brown’s property
in Plainfield later this year. While
the Marshals #hink they’ve cleared
the property of booby traps and
land mines, they can’t be entirely
sure. So bidders will have to in-
demnify the Federal Government
in case they get blown up.

‘We have to wonder: if, as Louis
Brandeis once stated, the states
are the “laboratories of Democ-
racy,” doesn't that make us all lab
rats?

Good Luck, Vietnam

The capitalist fast-food behe-
moth McDonald’s announced
last week that it will open an al-
leged restaurant next year in Ho
Chi Minh City.

Apparently Vietnamese offi-
cials have forgiven certain Capi-
talist running dogs: the franchisee
is one Henry Nguyen, a Vietnam-
ese-American whose father was a
civil engineer who worked for the
Americans until shortly before
the Communist takeover.

It’s probably just a coincidence
that Henry Nguyen’s father-in-
law is Nguyen Tan Dung, Viet-
nam’s Prime Minister.

And we thought the Viet Cong
were a tenacious foe ....

Good Luck, America

Meanwhile, out of the goodness
of their Capitalistic hearts, Mc-
Donald’s and VISA have teamed
up to generously provide a free
online resource to help its work-
ers figure out how to live on their
average wage of $8.25 an hour.

In the soft-focus world of chil-
drens’ books Heather has two
mommies. McDonald’s, on its
budgeting website, assumes its
workers have two jobs.

The site optimistically allots
just $600 a month for rent and
$150 a month for a car, but noth-
ing for either heat or gas. That’s
OK, though — nothing warms a
person up like pushing a car from
one job to the other. That aerobic
exercise will also keep them fit,
which, with a lousy $20 a month
to cover health insurance, will be
vitally important.

The Feisty First District

James Pindell, WMUR. com’s po-
litical director, reported on Mon-
day that Dan Innis, described as
“a Republican gay married male,”
is “in the ‘very early’ stages of
deciding whether or not to chal-
lenge incumbent Democrat U.S.
Rep. Carol Shea-Porter for Con-
gress next year.”

Now, that’s an interesting trial

balloon.
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Let’s begin with “Republican
gay married male.”Not that there’s
anything wrong with that, but ...
why? Or, more to the point, how?
How does a person maintain al-
legiance to a political party that
considers his personal behavior
deviant and works to criminalize
it? It is a puzzlement; one we can-
not solve right now.

'Then there’s the question, what
are the odds? Granted, Seacoast
Republicans hate Carol Shea-
Porter with the intensity of a
thousand suns — but do they hate
her enough to vote for a gay mar-
ried man? Our crystal ball shows
a lot of exploding heads.

On the other hand, who would
Innis’s opponent be in the GOP
primary? Frank Guinta, probably,
who needed only a single term to
get on a “Most Corrupt Members
of Congress” list. We're all still
waiting for a satisfactory explana-
tion of the source of that mysteri-
ous $350,000 that got him elected
in 2010.

If Guinta represents the quality
of the competition Innis might
face, maybe he’s got a shot. So
who is this guy?

Innis, according to the Porss-
mouth Herald, lives in Portsmouth
and co-owns with his husband
the Ale House on Bow Street
(which briefly advertised in this
newspaper).

Professionally, he is the Dean of
what WMUR’s Pindell refers to
as “the University of New Hamp-
shire business school.”

Let’s back up for a minute.
“The University of New Hamp-
shire business school” was known
for fifty years as the Whittemore
School of Business and Econom-
ics. Innis became Dean of it in
2007. In 2013, the name of the
school was changed to the Peter
T. Paul College of Business and
Economics.

Since the name change comes
five or six years into Innis’ tenure
as Dean, it seems fair to assume
he had a say in it.

Coincidental to that change,
and giving it the faint aroma of a
transaction, was a 2008 gift from
M. Paul to the University of $25
million.

We know where Paul got his
education — at UNH. But where
did he get enough money to throw

_ o =

The New Memorial Bridge, as it appeared on July 15th, with Archer-West-
ern workers climbing around on it and performing inscrutable tasks. Hard
as it may be to believe, local residents might actually be strolling across this
modern engineering marvel on the day this paper hits the streets. Then again,
they may not. As we go fo press it is impossible to say.
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GOING To THE STORE?

off a gift that big?

Here’s what UNH said in 2008
at the time of his big gift:

“Peter T. Paul is president of
Paul Financial, LLC, a mortgage
banking company he founded in
2003.[He’s also into wine growing
and biofuels.] He is also chairman
of the board of The Headlands
Foundation, a nonprofit organi-
zation he founded in 1995.

“Prior to the formation of Paul
Financial, Paul was president of
Headlands Mortgage Company
... based in Larkspur, California,
and founded by Paul in 1986.
It became one of the premier
wholesale lending institutions in
the country, specializing in origi-
nating, selling, securitizing and
servicing residential mortgage
loan products.”

Janeen McGuire, writing in
2001, put it this way: “[i]n 1996,
Paul worked closely with Wall
Street firm Bear Stearns to bundle
some of the first Alt-A loans into
securities so they could be sold to
investors in bulk. This partnership

with Wall Street was the propel-
lant behind a market that built
itself into a $722 billion house
of cards.” McGuire’s non-fiction
piece, called “The Keys Are in the
Mail: A Foreclosure Story,” ap-
peared in the Montréal Review.

Let’s go back now to to UNH’s
glowing bio:

“After  leading  Headlands
through a successful IPO (NASD
~ HDLD) in February of 1998,
Paul subsequently negotiated the
merger with GreenPoint Finan-
cial the following year.”

A PRNewswire story at the
time noted that Headlands was
“the leading specialist in Alter-
native A [low-documentation]
mortgage lending,” while Green-
point specialized in “no docu-
mentation” mortgages.

So Paul was neck-deep in cre-
ative mortgage finance during the
boom years, and smart enough to
get out before it went bust. UNH
must have taught him well.

The now-forgotten Mr. Whit-
temore, who “never formally at-

tended college,” according to
a UNH press release from 13
years ago, was ‘born in Pem-
broke, worked his way to the top
of the Boston & Maine Railroad,
the Federal Reserve Bank, and
the New York, New Haven and
Hartford Railroad. He also served
as president and chairman of the
board of the Brown Company.”

Dean Dexter and David Gos-
selin note, at NHCommentary.com,
that UNH honored Whittemore
“because of something infinitely
more important than [a finan-
cial contribution]. It came about
because of the time and personal
effort he put into the University
of New Hampshire over a long
period of years.”

Speaking of Education ...

Arizona appropriates $124 per
capita to higher education. If that
sounds cheap, it’s because Arizona
comes in 49th among the 50 states.
Care to guess who’s last? We are.
The Nashua Telegraph reported
last August that New Hampshire
appropriated just $63.19.
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“WHEN THE POWER OF LOVE OVERCOMES THE LOVE OF POWER,
THE WORLD WILL FINALLY KNOW PEACE.”

-- JIiMI HENDRIX
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When Your Ideas Won't Do!
To the Editor:

Republican legislators have a
major problem. When your ideas
won't do, what do you do? This is
even more problematic when you
don’t want to moderate your po-
litical philosophy.

Unable to sell their ideas, they
have reverted to a series of politi-
cal and parliamentary maneuvers
rather than continuing to attempt
to win the people’s vote or use the
legislative process to achieve their
goals.

The strategy seems to be to ini-
tially distort or outright lie about
proposed legislation they do not
support — remember “Death
Panels™

If dishonesty doesnt work
Speaker Boehner will refuse
to bring the bill to the floor or
Senator McConnell, the self-
proclaimed guardian of gridlock,
threatens filibuster. He has al-

ready set a record of 420.
Republican  controlled ~ state
legislatures are gerrymander-

ing districts to protect extreme
conservatives and trying to enact
needless new election laws to sup-
press the progressive vote.

If you are afraid to present your
principles to the complete elec-
torate for approval and you refuse
to make any adjustments I sup-

pose you try to change the rules
and the face of the electorate. This
may work for primaries but has
not and will not for national elec-
tions.

'The question is why the Repub-
lican party has given up on gov-
erning and trying to shape legis-
lation through compromise — an
underlying concept in the design
of our form of democracy — in fa-
vor of political shenanigans and a
purely recalcitrant attitude toward
their elected responsibilities.

We don't expect our political
parties to attempt to pervert the
political process rather than pres-
ent a reasonable alternative vision
for the future.

Dave Potter

N. Hampton, NH

Dawve:

For some reason your assertion
that Senator McConnell had “set a
record of 420 filibusters” during his
tenure really jumped out at us. “That
can't be right,” we thought.

And, as usual, we were correct. Its
not right. We checked.

Now, don’t get us wrong — your
assertion is entirely accurate — Me-
Connell has forced the Democrats to
[fele 420 motions for cloture since the
current Senatorial stalemate was es-
tablished in 2007.

But just because they did it doesn’t
make it right.

The question is, how the hell do the
Republicans get away with this bla-
tantly obstructionist behavior?

We believe there are two factors at
work here.

First, the Republicans appear
incapable of feeling self-doubt or
shame. In the limited confines of their
own minds, they are right — excuse
us, they are Right — and therefore,
nothing they do can be wrong. Since
they can do no wrong, there is noth-

ing to be ashamed of

And, second, as always, we blame
the news media. Cowed by Right
Wing bullies, they've retreated into
the fetid bunker of their vaunted ob-
Jectivity and won't come out.

Republicans have parked their li-
mos and Hummers across the inter-
section of Debate and Compromise,
and, according fo the media, both
parties are guilty of creating grid-
lock.

The Editor

§
A Law-Abiding Society?

To the Editor:

We live in a rational, law-abid-
ing society, yes? Yet Stand-Your-
Ground laws, strongly agitated for
by the National Rifle Association,
are the decree in 22 states includ-
ing Florida, allowing the likes of a
George Zimmerman to interpret
the law in his own image.

In the Presidents’s unscripted,
disarmingly personal reflections
about the event he called for
white folks to try to understand
the context of the Black experi-
ence. Before his Presidency he
said he experienced people cross-
ing the street, locking car doors at
his approach, and being followed
in stores. What a life.

Certain Right Wing pundits
responded crudely and disrespect-
fully, especially when the Presi-
dent uttered the truism that he
could have been Trayvon Martin
35 years ago.

Did Mr. Zimmerman have
any regrets or second thoughts?
He answered “No” with assur-
ance. This took my breath away. It
speaks of a man who is emotion-
ally a vegetable and out of touch.
Mr. Zimmerman is a tool whose
world view is that danger lurks
everywhere — the same as the

Wit Néaes, HATE MAIL,

gun lobby’s, which wants more
George Zimmermans to boost
sales.

Sadly, out of necessity, Black
families universally instruct their
growing children what to do if
stopped by the police.

What a shameful commen-
tary when a child can be lawfully
tracked down and shot in the heart
based on his demeanor only.

Yes, prejudice is deeply rooted,
with its distortions and misper-
ceptions abounding, often be-
neath our consciousness.

Michael Kulla

Pleasant Valley, NY

§
Misdiagnosis

To the Editor:

According to a national study
by Express Scripts, one of the
largest pharmacy benefit manage-
ment organizations (as reported
by the Manchester Union Leader
and picked up by USA Today),
New Hampshire’s children rank
among the most likely to be diag-
nosed with ADD or ADHD.

That must mean New Hamp-
shire has expanded Medicaid, thus
raising the cost of that program,
because there is a direct correla-
tion between children diagnosed
with Attention-Deficit Disorders
and Medicaid.

I'll try to make a long story
short. As a boy growing up in
Massachusetts and New Hamp-
shire in the 1940’s and 50, I'm
sure I displayed many of the symp-
toms of boyhood which have now
become known as manifestations
of a dreaded childhood “disease.”
I was often on the go, I talked a
lot, fidgeted and squirmed, didn’t
always listen to adults, preferred

playing baseball to doing home-
work and was easily distracted.
For all intents and purposes, I was
pretty normal.

My mom, dad, grandparents,
aunts, uncles, cousins and teach-
ers (my village) did a good job of
reining me in until I outgrew my
foibles and went on to live a fairly
normal life. There was no one in
those days to tell my parents I was
sick and needed drugs to succeed.
The village was more than ad-
equate.

Here’s the thing, folks. You can
believe in the existence of Atten-
tion-Deficit/Hyperactivity ~Dis-
order if you so choose. However,
as a child and family therapist for
many years I found that ADHD
is more realistically described
as Adult Dysfunction Handed
Down. Extreme symptoms of
boyhood (which can handicap a
child) are more closely associated
with a lack of guidance (parent-
ing) than a disease to be treated.

I'm well aware that parenting in
today’s demanding society is chal-
lenging and not for the faint of
heart. For many reasons govern-
ment womb-to-tomb programs
are alluring, granted. But they are
not only financially unsustain-
able, they are also, by and large,
unhelpful.

In fact, I will go so far as to
say, good parenting skills are an
anathema to the gargantuan and
ever expanding mental health,
pharmaceutical and social service
industries. Therefore dear parents
... Good Luck.

David L. Snell

Dillsboro, NC

PS:To John Meinhold of Ports-

mouth — I have been a Cleveland
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screenprinting  embroidery  graphic design

603-431-6801

Committed to supporting local organic farmers since 1995.

FULL-SERVICE LUNCH ¢ PINNER
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8 CLIFFORD STREET EXETER, NH 03833
603)778-2670 CAFE -
WWW.BLUEMOONEVOLUTION.COM

(603)778-6850 RESERVATIONS

—— PORTSMOUTH ——

+ Open Seven Days a Week +

Sun - Weds > 10 AM - 10 PM
Thurs - Sat > 10 AM - Midnight

40 Pleasant St + Portsmouth, NH 03801
603.427.9197 + bookandbar.com

ANOTHER
FHING
BURRITO
JOINT

10 PLEASANT ST., PORTSMOUTH » 436-7777

FORGET 5-HOUR ENERGY!
BUILD UP, DON'T BORROW!
AVAILABLE AT THE RISING TIDE
KITTERY, MAINE ~ (207) 439-8898

‘Mon. - ‘Fri,, 9 am-7 pm Sat. o am-6:3oym; Sun., 10 am-6jom

Portsmouth Health Food %N\ y
151 Congress Street F\ A
(603) 436-1722

) N
P “'\‘,
Organic Salad Bar ~ Delicious Soups ~ Juice Bar

Tresﬁ[y-f]\/lacﬁz Sandwiches ~ Organic Free Trade Coﬁ%&e
Vitamins ~ Suy}afements ~ Grains & Nuts

rtSmouth
unity

‘Radio

Fine Art
Qils on Canvas and Board,
Drawings, Prints and Watercolors
Woodblocks and Asian Antiquities
WWW.ELSTRANDFINEARTS.COM

NEVER having
TO SAY...

“OUCH!”

W Y
CINENE

INTIMATE SOLUTIONS
L)

ALL NATURAL HERBALS

371 Islington Street
Portsmouth, NH 403.740.4372
womensintimatesolutions.com
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And Other Correspondence

Indians fan for 65 years, since the
year they won their last World
Series (1948) by beating the old
Boston Braves. In all these years
I never for a second considered
their emblem was anything more
than an exaggerated caricature
and clearly never intended to be
racist or offensive.

David:

What could be more American
than the pathologization of ordi-
nary behavior?

If theres anything we love to do,
it identify a ‘problem” and come up
with a ‘Solution.”

The Editor

§
'The Dew Point Skinny

To the Editor:

Dew point is a moisture level,
expressed in temperature, and
is what it is. Humidity is always
relative to heat. The hotter the day
the lower the humidity, while the
dew point can go up, down, or re-
main the same.

I'm tapped into a weather
tower and before every bike ride
I check the dew point. When it’s
hot and the dew point is over 70°,
breathing’s much harder and I do
something else. Today’s a perfect
example. The relative humidity
here this morning was 99 percent
and the temperature was 73°F.
'The dew point was 71°F. Now the
temperature is 81°F, the relative
humidity is 76 percent, and the
dew point is still 71°. This morn-
ing it was almost misting and
when the air temperature and the
dew temperature are that close,
the moisture in the air becomes
dew, hence its moniker.

Succinctly stated, the old saw
“it ain’t the heat, it’s the humidity”
is dead wrong. It’s the dew point.

I mention this only to divert
your mind from the endless sup-
ply of bull___t fodder you sort
through. The way I see it, with

every government dOiI’lg pret—

Eue of the Hawk

Holistic Center

The New School of Tl‘raught
for the Mmd Bodg, :

\ [
BOOKSTORE
Senator Rob Hogg:

“America’s Climate Century”
Sunday, August 25th at § p.m.

Coming Up:
Carrie Cariello, 9/5
Tim Barretto, 9/12
Paul Harding, 9/13

142 Fleet Street » (603) 431-2100

ty much everything important
wrong you have an unfair advan-
tage. Now if you only didn't have
to live it.

Finally, bullying is forever: it’s
the way humans gain an advan-
tage in life. Name calling is one of
its key elements. Begs the ques-
tion, whatever became of “sticks
and stones may break my bones
but names will never hurt me?”
That was the mantra growing up
in Boston in the early 50%s. The
kikes, dagos, and micks would
burn off energy by shouting slurs
at each other, and for those with
self-esteem issues that was the re-
sponse. Parental attitude ... that’s
nice don't fight. Protestants were
20 shades of vanilla and gave s__t
without getting it except for the
Episcopalians who didn't have the
balls to be Catholic.

Life in Bar Harbor is good.
Portsmouth seems hectic.

David Balkin

Bar Harbor, ME

David:

When we first learned there was
such a thing as a ‘dew point,” it was
a revelation. Knowing that there’s a
specific way to gauge the relationship
between heat and humidity didn’t
change the objective conditions, but
at least it helped to understand the
sudden drop in intelligence, energy,
and the perceived value of life itself.

Compared to Bar Harbor, we
have no doubt that Portsmouth is
hectic. But its a good hectic.

The Editor

§
Patriot or Pariah?

To the Editor:

'The United States has for many
decades offered political asylum
to refugees who suffer severe pen-
alties for criticizing their govern-
ment, so why the contradictory
double standards regarding Ed-
ward Snowden, a stateless soul
trapped in terminal limbo? The
Gimme Shelter asylum seeker

reminds us of perverse mass me-
dia coverage of Watergate, Iran-
Contra and Iraqg WMD (Weap-
ons of Mass Destruction) false
accusations. I personally admire
courageous whistleblowers such
as Daniel Ellsberg, John Dean,
Bradley Manning and Julian As-
sange, who I'd label Conscien-
tious Objectors. Likewise, Ed-
ward Snowden is facing an overly
aggressive barrage of fear, jeer
and smear tactics, shifting focus
away from the government’s own
wrong-doing, untruths and out-
right lies. Their purported crimes
were challenging the hegemony
of Uncle Sam by exposing the op-
eration of the world’s most pow-
erful state-sponsored cyber-es-
pionage in a demoncrazy system
that supposedly prizes individual
freedoms. Would you prefer not
to know that your government is
infringing on your Constitutional
right to privacy and self-expres-
sion?

Edward Snowden reportedly
stepped forward because he real-
ized the U.S. government is en-

gaged in invasions of Americans’

privacy on a vast and unprec-
edented scale. The NSA is con-
travening the 4th Amendment
guarantees against unreasonable
searches and seizure as well as
safeguarded Constitutional Free-
doms. The abuse of power has al-
lowed for top secret surveillance
that includes monitoring domes-
tic phone records and examining
personal electronic data. “We the
people,” citizens in a dysfunction-
al, divisive nation that has largely
lost the moral high ground, must
become emotionally disturbed,
hot and bothered by unfair, un-
conscionable practices and poli-
cies implemented under a presi-
dent who hypocritically vowed
transparency and openness. What
lessons are we teaching our kids?

What is necessary now is a
more equitable and honest bal-
ance between protecting uncivil

wrongs and ensuring national
security protections, leaving such
unanswered question as the rela-
tive importance of corporate profit
power versus personal data priva-
cy conflicts. Decisions should be
based on documented fact rather
than manipulated gossip and in-
nuendo, in terms of the ethical
and moral dimensions related to
information technology advances.
Brave whistleblowers have forced
us to reflect seriously about crack-
erjack hackers, illegal wiretap-
ping, and Facebook credit card
swindles, along with the global
future of the presently unruly cy-
ber-world. Did the leaks serve or
harm public interests and natural
justice? Only time will tell.

Dr. Charles Frederickson

Bangkok, Thailand

§

A Solution To All Our Woes

To the Editor:

Millions of people out of work,
underemployed, or relegated to
part-time employment. Thirty
percent of Americans getting
some type of food assistance from
the government. The federal gov-
ernment so far in debt that any-
one paying attention has to be
worried.

No, I'm not talking about the
1930’s. We're in big trouble now.
Our national leaders, the House,
the Senate, and the White House
are so bogged down that they

don’t seem to see the forest for the

More Hate Mail, &c.
to page six

SUMMER @
THE MUSIC HALL

Concerts, comics, cinema & celebrated
authors—in two theaters!

Martingale Wharf Singer Songwriter Series: SUZZY
ROCHE AND LUCY WAINWRIGHT ROCHE
Friday, 7/26 - 8pm - Loft

Extraordinary Cinema: STORIES WE TELL

starting Friday, 7/26 - 7:30pm « Historic Theater

Wildcard Movies: BRITISH ARROW WARDS

Saturday, 7/27 - 7:30pm - Loft

Writers in the Loft: ). COURTNEY SULLIVAN
Wednesday, 7/31+ 7:30pm « Loft

Intimately Yours: TERENCE
BLANCHARD QUINTET

Thursday, 8/1 « 7:30pm « Historic Theater

Martingale Wharf Singer Songwriter Series:

PEARL & THE BEARD
Friday, 8/2 - 8pm « Loft

(603) 436-2400
www.TheMusicHall.org
LOFT: 131 Congress St., Portsmouth, NH
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BOX OFFICE: 28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth, NH
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North River Woodworks
Portsmouth, Ni — (603) 343-1326

Local Craftsmanship

427-2919

PIZZA &
CALZONE
“We’re worth the trip.”

Golf Balls
For Sale

U-Pic
436-9120
100 Peverly Hill Road

GENTS ATTIRE

Odas é.,,mm.

No 33 Ceres St.
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Your mistake or their mistake ...

The best defense is NO mistake!

SO

If you are facing the nightmare
of criminal prosecution in New Hampshire
or Massachusetts, then do not delay.
Protect your rights and liberty by calling
me today for a free consultation. Call
Wiberg Law Office, 603-686-5454 or go to
www.wibergcriminaldefense.com
\ /

"ﬁ‘“%& o

WHERE MEMORABLE MEALS COME NATURALLY.
NO MATTER WHAT DAY OF THE WEEK.
PHILBRICK’S

st skt

EAT WELL. LIVE WELL. EVERY DAY.
Lafayette Plaza, Route 1, Portsmouth, 422-6758 « Mon - Sat 8am - 8pm, Sun 10am - 6pm
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Northcountry Chronicle

Brown vs. Brown

by William Marvel

was having breakfast in a din-

er east of Columbus, Ohio,
on April 28, 2012, when I saw
my first photographs of George
Zimmerman and Trayvon Mar-
tin. Having no television, my fa-
miliarity with that case had come
via NPR, which portrayed it as a
racial incident involving a white
gunman and a black victim. Like
most who listen to NPR, I trusted
it more than I do other electronic
media, and the name Zimmer-
man certainly connoted Europe-
an origins. I was therefore puzzled
by newspaper photos of Zimmer-
man, who looked remarkably like
the Chiapas farmhands I inter-
viewed in Shartner’s strawberry
fields around 1998.

Having to account for the vi-
sual image, the newspaper article
waffled on Zimmerman’s race,
using the imaginative new term
“white Hispanic” to describe him.
In the Crayola-based simplifi-
cation of anthropology used by
most Americans, Hispanics have

usually been classified among
the “brown” peoples of the world,
even in the 50-50 racial mix that
Zimmerman is said to represent.
For that matter, Martin’s photo
seemed to reflect about the same
racial balance, if complexion is
any indication.

With that additional informa-
tion, the killing of Martin evolved
into an affair between two “peo-
ple of color.” It suddenly became
obvious that NPR, along with
the newspaper I was reading and
probably most television news
networks, were actively misrepre-
senting the killing as an example
of violence by the white majority
against the black minority. That
always plays well in the United
States, apparently even in the face
of plainly visible contradictory
evidence.

Florida had recently passed a
stand-your-ground law, which
codified aright to self-defense that
was once universally recognized.
Zimmerman was the first person
to shoot someone under a claim
of self-defense after the passage of

that law, so his story instinctively
infuriated what I guess should be
called armaphobes, whose abject
horror of firearms drives them to
support any and all restrictions on
guns. With two hot-button is-
sues to exploit, Zimmerman and
Florida’s law became the objects
of a media feeding frenzy that
jaundiced NPR and led to the re-
cusal or removal of two successive
judges for a lack of impartiality.
Conveniently forgotten is Zim-
merman’s April 30th waiver of
his right to immunity under the
stand-your-ground law. Instead,
his lawyer chose to go to trial, and
to rely solely on the traditional
concept of self-defense under
which police are also usually ab-
solved for killing unarmed assail-
ants. That nullified the issue of the
new statute, and he was acquitted
under the old, weaker law, even
after the judge refused to admit
evidence of Martin’s record for
fighting and drug use. Still, don't
expect the anti-gun lobby to stop
using Zimmerman as its stand-
your-ground bogeyman: reason

seldom troubles ideologues, and
they have no other candidates.
Perhaps Zimmerman should
not have left his car to confront
Martin, but by the same mea-
sure neither should Martin have
stopped to challenge someone
who was justified in asking him to
leave: setting aside the pretensions
of gated communities, Martin
was trespassing on private prop-
erty. Medical records reported by
CNN also strongly suggest that
he was the first to resort to vio-
lence, since his only injury came
from a bullet while Zimmerman
(who was older but smaller) had
two black eyes, a broken nose, and
at least one open wound in the
back of his head. Clearly Zim-
merman was taking a beating. In
a fight, head injuries can quickly
lead to helplessness, allowing the
opponent to either walk away or
close in for an easy finish, and the
bullet wound demonstrates that
Martin was not walking away.
However the two got there, the
argument for self-defense seems
convincing, unless one contends

that Zimmerman was obliged to
let himself be knocked senseless,
or worse.

The Justice Department seems
to take that perverted view —
as did the demonstrators who
protested the acquittal, some of
whom turned violent themselves
(if NPR can be believed at all).
With evident executive approval
the Attorney General promises to
intervene, subverting the judicial
process for which he is supposed
to be the foremost advocate, and
all to appease the increasingly vo-
cal Obama core constituency. Per-
haps he will try to prosecute Zim-
merman for violating Martin’s
civil rights to commit trespass and
assault. From the wearing of a flag
pin to his stand on gay marriage,
this President has never hesitated
to trade his pretended principles
for the sake of popularity, so he
will gladly watch his agent sacri-
fice some poor schmuck to satisfy
the clamoring mob.

Were Wewih Netes, HATE MAIL, And Other Correspondence, from Page Five

trees. In the meantime, our dete-
rioration accelerates. It’s time they
drop their nonsense and do what’s
right for the country.

There is only one completely
vetted solution out there, HR25,
the FairTax Bill, that both revives
our economy for the foreseeable

future and reduces politicians’

power to grant favors to special
interests. The Bill eliminates all
taxes on any income and all pay-
roll taxes and replaces them with
a consumption tax on new goods
and services. A prebate system
provides for no taxes to be paid
by any American up to a govern-

ment set level. The poor pay less,
big spenders pay more and jobs
are plentiful. Best of all, the IRS
is eliminated.

Anthony Gasbarro

Fairhope, AL

Anthony:

If the persistent interest in the
appallingly misnamed Fair Tax
proposal explains anything, it’s in-
fomercials. We've long thought that
both of these phenomena are aimed
at, and succeed with, the same audi-
ence.

The recent Internet phenomenon
of parody infomercials — absurd
video clips showing improbably
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hapless individuals failing spectacu-
larly to accomplish the simplest of
daily household chores — has only
reinforced our conviction.
The Editor
§

Re-Defining Conservatism

To the Editor:

It’s all a government plot to
make conspiracy theory peddlers
rich, and gullible people stupider
than they already are.

Filibuster reform will be the
first thing Republicans will d