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Helicopters, Cover-Ups

and War Crimes

by Jeffrey Klein and Paolo Pontoniere,
published by kind permission of New America Media.

“Obama Confronts a Choice
on Copters” read a February 15
story in Zhe New York Times. The
President soon “will have to de-
cide whether to proceed with
some of the priciest aircraft in the
world—a new fleet of 28 Marine
One helicopters that will each
cost more than the last Air Force
One ... The choice confronting
Mr. Obama encapsulates the ten-
sion between two imperatives of
his nascent presidency, the need
to meet the continuing threats of
an age of terrorism and the de-
mand for austerity in a period of
economic hardship.”

This is a gross misrepresenta-
tion of the choice Obama faces.
Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro
(D-CT) and others have alleged
that the contract for 28 Marine
One helicopters was awarded to
the Italian firm Finmeccanica
as a thank you for Italy’s par-
ticipation in the Iraq War. The
evidence, however, indicates that
the contract was more specifi-
cally a payoft to the Italian gov-
ernment for supplying the forged
documents showing Saddam had
obtained weapons grade uranium
from Niger. President Bush fa-
mously used this fraudulent “yel-
lowcake” intelligence to justify
launching the war.

When reviewing the helicopter
contract, President Obama can
either be actively complicit by
continuing with Finmeccanica;
he can duck and cover by simply
switching to the proper supplier,
Sikorsky; or he can use the man-
dated review of this purchase de-
cision to root out those in [the]
military, the aerospace industry
and Congress who were willing
to compromise the security of all
subsequent American presidents
so that Bush could cover up his
core war crime.

Strange Choice

Officials up and down the
chain who awarded the contract
knew that they were doing some-
thing extraordinarily wrong. The
rigged bidding process bypassed,
for example, Marine One pilots
who repeatedly sought to give
input. They had many safety con-
cerns. At the time of the bid, the
helicopter chosen was not certi-
fied to fly in the U.S. It was an
old model made of heavy materi-
als; this flew in the face of why
the President supposedly needed
a new fleet: i.e., so many extra
security devices had been added
to Marine One after 9/11, it was
struggling to lift off. In its los-
ing bid, the Connecticut-based
Sikorsky, which had manufac-

tured virtually all presidential

helicopters since Eisenhower
first ordered one, proposed a new
model made of much lighter,
composite materials.

But the Marine One pilots’
prime objection, which was
raised repeatedly by many other
officials in private, was national
security. Finmeccanica was doing
business with Iran, China and
Libya. Why outsource so sensi-
tive a project? At the time of the
bid, the security clearance neces-
sary to manufacture and main-
tain Marine One required U.S.
citizenship and prohibited Ma-
rine One team members from
being married to citizens of an-
other country.

After the bid was awarded,
John Pike, head of GlobalSe-
curity.org, told us: “Analyzing
the defense industry for nearly
30 years, I try to stay calm and
nonpartisan. But the Finmec-
canica deal raised every hair on
my neck. Apparently no one else
sees the irony in a foreign mili-
tary contractor building Marine
One and Ayatollah One.”

Many others did see the irony
but were intimidated or paid off.
For example, right after Finmec-
canica won the contract, Kim
Weldon, the daughter of then-
Congressman Curt Weldon™* (R-
PA), landed a full-time job with
the company. Previously shed
been a social worker. Finmecca-
nica also paid consulting money
to Weldon’s real estate agent,
who subsequently pled guilty
for attempting to destroy brib-
ery evidence sought by the FBI.
Weldon’s chief of staff, his wife
and other Weldon aides were
given free trips to Italy. The chief
of staft subsequently pled guilty
for failing to disclose income
funneled to his wife. Like many
other Congressmen, however,
Weldon looks as if he will escape
unscathed.

Curious Connection

At Finmeccanica promotional
events, Weldon was accompa-
nied by Giovanni Castellaneta,
the Italian ambassador to United

* Curt Weldon represented Pennsylvania’s
7th Congressional District from 1987
to 2007. He was defeated in 2006 by
Democrat Joe Sestak. Weldon’s staff said in
2006 that he was rejected from service for
poor eyesight. Shortly before that election,
members of Weldon’s staff were reported
to be calling Navy officials for information
about Sestak, a former Admiral. Weldon
attended the March 23 Coronation of Rev.
Sun Myung Moon in the Dirksen Senate
Office Building on March 23, 2004. Since
2006, the Justice Department has been
investigating whether Weldon used his
official position to win lucrative lobbying
and consulting contracts for his daughter.
During his incumbency, Citizens for
Responsibility and Ethics in Washington
(CREW) listed Weldon as one of “The 20
Most Corrupt Members of Congress.”
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Former President George W. Bush on the steps of a Sikorsky VH-3D helicopter. Photo by Dept. of Defense.

States and simultaneously a Fin-
meccanica vice president. Today
Castellaneta sits on Finmecca-
nica’s Board of Directors on be-
half of the Italian Government.
Ambassador Castellaneta is the
key figure in Italy’s exchange of
forged intelligence for U.S. de-
fense dollars.

According to Italy’s La Re-
pubblica, Nicola Pollari,
the head of the Ital-
ian spy agency SISMI,
had failed to dispel the
CIA’s misgivings about
the authenticity of
the yellowcake papers.
Giovanni Castellaneta
then arranged for Pol-
lari to bypass the CIA
and meet directly with
then-National Security
Advisor Condoleezza
Rice and Stephen Had-
ley, Rice’s chief deputy
at the time. The meet-
ing took place on Sept.
9, 2002, in the White
House, and was con-
firmed by White House
officials.

“It is completely out of proto-
col for the head of a foreign in-
telligence service to circumvent
the C.I.A.,” former C.I.A. officer
Philip Giraldi told Vanity Fair’s
Craig Ungar. “It is uniquely un-
usual. In spite of lots of people
having seen these documents,
and having said they were not
right, they went around them.”

“To me there is no benign
interpretation of this,” Melvin
Goodman, a former C.I.A. and
State Department analyst said
to Ungar. “At the highest level it
was known the documents were
forgeries. Stephen Hadley knew
it. Condi Rice knew it. Everyone
at the highest level knew.”

Nonetheless, after the White
House meeting that Castellan-
eta arranged for Pollari, the story
of the yellowcake shipments
to Saddam was treated as hard
proof despite multiple attempts

by America’s top spies to dis-
credit it.
Quid Pro Quo?

Especially when no WMDs
were found, President Bush need-
ed to find a way he could control
to repay the Italians for their
help. Bush pressed for a new fleet
of Marine Ones. He demanded
the contract be awarded through

an expedited bidding process
because of heightened security
concerns. A senior Finmeccanica
executive told us that long before
the Navy announced the award
in January 2005, he and other
company executives were told
that the fix was in.
A Good Front

Finmeccanica hid the payoff by
cutting U.S. companies Bell He-
licopter and Lockheed Martin
into the deal. Although Lock-
heed doesn’t make helicopters, it
acted as the ostensible lead part-
ner.

“Lockheed pimped itself out,”
says Lt. Col. Gene T. Boyer, a re-
tired Army pilot who flew three
presidents in Marine One for 10
years. Boyer thinks the mush-
rooming of the Marine One
fleet is a disgrace. “Many of the
Marine Ones are used just to
ferry around Washington VIPs
who brag afterwards that they’'ve

flown in the same chopper used
by the president.”

Boyer believes that the Pen-
tagon officials and members of
Congress who pushed this con-
tract through should be inves-
tigated not just because of the
massive cost overruns, but “be-
cause they didn’t cover the coun-
try’s back.”

The ballooning of
Finmeccanica’s con-
tract from $6.1 billion
to $11.2 billion ($400
million per chopper)
was predictable given
Bush’s push to bypass
procedures and sign a
deal with Finmecca-
nica. The massive cost
overruns now compel
the Secretary of De-
fense to re-certify to
Congress that this
acquisition program
is essential to na-
tional security. It isn't.
President Obama
needs to appoint an
independent,  pub-
lic commission to examine who
drove the Marine One procure-
ment process, which many of-
ficials say (off the record) was
the most secretive, rigged award
they’ve ever seen. Put all officials
involved on the record, and un-
der oath. Rarely does one bloated
contract connect both to military
fraud and to the corruption of
our intelligence agencies. Fiscal
austerity and our future safety
demand a full accounting.

Jeffrey Klein is an investigative
Journalist and co-founder of the
magazine Mother Jones. Paolo
Pontoniere is author of the economic
blog www.glocanomica.com, and a
European commentator for New
America Media. The countrys first
and largest national collaboration
and advocate of 2000 ethnic news
organizations, New America Me-
dia was founded by the nonprofit
Pacific News Service in 1996.
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News Briefs:

'The Brand New, Grand Old Party

We should have tried to count
the number of people who, since
the presidential election, ex-
pressed to us their concern at
our loss of the Bush adminis-
tration, both as foil and fodder.
Our cheerful responses may have
seemed to some as the proverbial
whistling past the graveyard, but
they were based on a sound prin-
ciple.

The Bush administration’s
spectacular record of ineptitude
was the inevitable result of mix-
ing together three basic human
traits: fundamentalist ignorance,
a fevered, cramped, and paranoid
view of the world, and good old
fashioned, (though unacknowl-
edged) greed, and then giving
the Frankensteinian result un-
restricted control of the govern-
ment. Those traits being are im-
perishable elements of human
nature, they’ll be back.

The Gregg Farce, Part Deux

For example, in this space a
fortnight ago we reported that
New Hampshire’s senior Senator
had been named by President Ba-
rack Obama as his second choice
for Secretary of Commerce. Judd
Gregg seemed an odd choice at
the time; we tried to enumerate
some of the reasons why.

One day earlier—but af-
ter that issue had gone to the
press—Senator Gregg shocked
the White House, the Capitol
in general, and the state of New
Hampshire by announcing that
he had withdrawn his name from
consideration. What had been
merely peculiar escalated into
the bizarre.

Earlier that week Gregg had
announced that he would abstain
from voting on Obama’s pro-
posed economic stimulus pack-
age. That was a bit of a slap at his

new boss, but Gregg was the one
who was stung. The Manchester
Union Leader’s online article
about Gregg’s recusal included
fairly critical quotes from some
notable state Republicans. On-
line readers then piled on and
gave Gregg a severe scorching in
the comments.

In a brief press conference ex-
plaining his actions, Gregg fell
next to his sword, saying “There
is no question but that when they
asked me if I would do the job I
said I would ... I made a mistake

Whlte House Press Secretary
Robert Gibbs’s version did not
exactly match up. Gibbs said
Gregg “reached out to the Presi-
dent and offered his name for
secretary of commerce,” and had
vowed to “support, embrace and
move forward with the presi-
dent’s agenda.”

The Gregg Farce, Part Trois

'Then, as if his dalliance with a

seat in Obama’s cabinet had not
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Wine for the table, not for the cellar.

already provided plenty of drama,
Gregg casually mentioned that
he would “probably” not run for
re-election in 2010. Not surpris-
ingly, considering what had just
happened, it was a few days be-
fore it could be established that
Gregg was serious. Thus began
the third act of this farce: the
rush to fill the power vacuum.

Gregg’s grip had been looking
tenuous anyway. Rep. Paul Hodes
announced he'd run for the seat as
soon as Gregg said he'd vacate it
for Commerce, and rumors swirl
about Carol Shea-Porter. Either
one would have had a shot. Now,
with Gregg lying in the net in the
middle of the circus, a whole pas-
sel of Republicans are tempted to
climb the greased pole towards
the trapeze swing.

But there’s a catch: recently-
defeated ex-Senator John E.
Sununu is pondering a run him-
self. And his daddy, John H. Su-
nunu, who just happens to be the
Chairman of New Hampshire’s
GOP, is advising John E. to take
his time making up his mind.
Until he does, it’s a game of po-
litical “Freeze.”

Run, Bob, Run!

But soft, what light through
yonder window breaks? No, not
Juliet Capulet—Bob Smith!

According to Politics1.com,
former Senator Smith has
changed course yet again. He
had been planning to run for the
Senate from Florida. Now that
Gregg’s out of the picture, he’s
apparently itching for a rematch
with the guy who shouldered
him aside in a Republican pri-
mary in 2002.

If Bob “Bob” Smith should en-
ter the primary, there’s no telling
what might happen—except this:
it won't be dull.

Bringing the War Home

Desperate times call for des-
perate measures—from desper-
ate people, anyway.

Rep. Pete Sessions (R-TX) in
an interview with the editors of
the National Journals website

Eliot Auto

Used Cars - Reasonable
Service & Towing, too
Rt 236 Eliot, Me
(207) 439-0263

New Boston Tool Room
Corner of Rt 125 and New Boston Rd.
Kingston, NH * 642-4054
Antique and Usable Tools for

Collectors and Craftsmen

“Hotline,” complained recently
that he was “frustrated” by the
“lack of bipartisan outreach from
House Democratic leaders.”

Sessions, the chair of the Na-
tional Republican Congressional
Committee, voiced his complaint
shortly after President Obama’s
economic  stimulus  package
passed the House—without a
single vote from the Republican
caucus.

We checked, and Sessions was
in Congress during Bill Clin-
ton’s second term. At 53, he can
hardly plead Alzheimers. But he
seems to have forgotten the days
when Republicans only reached
across the aisle while wearing
brass knuckles.

Sessions told “Hotline” he has
a plan to gain the upper hand in
the power equation: “Insurgency,
[which Republicans] understand
perhaps a little bit more because
of the Taliban ... that is that
they went about systematically
understanding how to disrupt
and change a person’s entire pro-
cesses. And these Taliban—I'm
not trying to say the Republican
Party is the Taliban ...”

If Wikipedia can be believed,
Sessions ran for Congress in
1993 touring his district “with a
livestock trailer full of horse ma-
nure, claiming that the Clinton
administration’s health care plan
stunk more than the manure.”

Maybe he got the idea from the
late Marshall Cobleigh, former
Speaker of the New Hampshire
House, who carried a pound of
hamburger around with him dur-
ing a run for Congress in 1980.

The Case of the
Murderous Mayor

The presumably peaceful little
village of Corfu, New York, (Pop.
795) will elect a new mayor on
March 18. The official ballots
will give voters a choice between
Todd Skeet, a Democrat, and
Scott Doll, a Republican cur-
rently charged with murder.

Doll was charged with the
February 18 bludgeoning death

CAFFE KILIM

Fresh Roasted Coffees * Espresso Bar
Rug Gallery & Unique Gifts

163 Islington St ~ 436-7330

EXPLORE THE
ANTIQUITIES OF
THE GREEK ISLES

WWW.ONLYTHEBESTTRAVEL.COM

Ceres Bakery

Fine Pastries ° Distinctive Breads
51 Penhallow Street * Portsmouth ¢ 436-6518

Monday-Friday 7 am to 5 pm
Saturday 7-4 * Sandwiches 11 am to 3 pm
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BOY, WE'RE IN
WORSE SHAPE
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of his business partner, Joseph
E. Benaquist, after nominations
were finalized.

'The Burris Farce

In the spirit of bipartisanship,
and because we'd be embarassed
not to, we note that Roland Bur-
ris, a Democrat, now represents
Illinois in the U.S. Senate, after
being nominated by Milorad
“Rod” Blagojevich, who was ar-
rested in December for con-
spiring to sell President Barack
Obama’s former Senate seat.

Burris originally said hed
had no conversations with
Blagojevich or his team about
money. That statement appears
now to have been, shall we say,
imprecise.

Airman Witt and
"The Feres Doctrine

Airman Dean Witt underwent
an emergency appendectomy at a
hospital on Travis Air Force Base
in California in 2003. The opera-
tion went well.

After the surgery, an under-
staffed anesthesiology team gave
him a powerful sedative.

He stopped breathing as a stu-
dent nurse was taking him to a
recovery room. She wheeled him
into a pediatric section and tried
to resucitate him with equipment

designed for children. A breath-
ing tube was inserted incorrectly,
causing air to be pumped into his
stomach.

Witt went without oxygen for
seven to ten minutes, and suf-
fered permanent brain damage.
He was removed from life sup-
port a few months later. A study
found the post-operative care he
received to be “far below” stan-
dard. The nurse anesthetist’s li-
cense was revoked.

Alexis Witt, Traviss widow,
filed suit on behalf of herself and
her two young children, charging
malpractice.

It was an open and shut case.
But the result may be a shock to
those unfamiliar with military
medicine. On February 10, U.S.
District Court Judge John A.
Mendez dismissed her suit.

A 1950 Supreme Court de-
cision, which has come to be
known as the Feres Doctrine,
bars military service members
from suing the government for
injuries sustained due to negli-
gence. The Supreme Court con-
cluded that since members of the
military had access to the Vet-
erans Admnistration (now the
Department of Veterans Affairs),
access to the courts would be re-

dundant. No one has kept track
of the number of men and wom-
en who have been denied redress
in the courts since 1950, but they
have to number in the tens, if not
hundreds, of thousands.

In his written decision, Judge
Mendez urged the Supreme
Court, to “revisit the Feres Doc-
trine. Otherwise Feres will once
again have led to a result that can
only be characterized as unfair
and irrational.”

Sadly, since Mendez was able
to cite several earlier cases which
had made the same argument to
no avail, there’s little reason to
hope for change.

Memorial Bridge
Survey Results

In our paper of January 16 we
alerted our readers to an online
survey on the use of this region’s
three bridges crossing the Pis-
cataqua River between Ports-
mouth and Kittery, Maine. We’re
pleased to report that Benjamin
Porter, an instructor of statistics
at UNH and the author of the
survey, has now released the re-
sults.

More than 500 people re-

News Briefs
to page four

Technically, the Flag Police would be on pretty shaky ground if they tried
to cite the City of Portsmouth for an ill-hung flag of the State of New
Hampshire. After all, no one’s ever tried to gut the First Amendment in
order to “save” the state’s flag. And as for Old Glory, it would be difficult to
charge desecration of the flag if there is no flag present. And yet, there seems
to be something wrong with this picture.

Once again, last Saturday night, the Jumbo Circus Peanuts Pleasure So-
ciety and Musical Ensemble, that venerable group of | professional drinkers
who share a musical problem, successfully induced a sizeable crowd at the
Deer St. VFW Hall to get up and shake their collective booties.
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“WHEN THE POWER OF LOVE OVERCOMES THE LOVE OF POWER,
THE WORLD WILL FINALLY KNOW PEACE.”

-- JIMI HENDRIX
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Moving Pictures

Kate Winslet

by Rodman Philbrick

uch of the pre-Oscar
hype centered on Mickey
Rourke’s gold tooth and whether
or not he would use it to bite
The Wolverine, or what brand of
embalming fluid Joan Rivers is
using this year, but the real class
act on display was Kate Winslet,
who was recently lambasted in
the British press for her emo-
tional reaction to winning at the
Golden Globes. Lack of reserve,
don't you know. So happy and
grateful she actually wept? Ap-
palling lack of snark! She apolo-
gized, of course. So sorry for not
acting like an upper-class twit.
Born into a British theatre
family—one somehow not re-
lated to the Redgraves—Ms.
Winslet has managed to attain
superstardom without purging
every little cupcake, inflating her
lips into silicon pillows, or play-
ing sexy-cool assassins who mate
with Brad Pitt. At seventeen
Winslet was cast in Peter Jack-
son’s Heavenly Creatures. 'This
was before Jackson went all Lord
of The Rings, and the result is a
chillingly creepy study of per-
verse imagination based on the

real life crime that became New
Zealand’s very own Leopold &
Loeb. In this case, the sensation-
al Parker-Hulme Murder. Win-
slet plays the radiantly beautiful,
highly creative Juliet Hulme,
whose friendship with Pauline
Parker was mutually obsessive.
The two BFF fifteen-year-olds
became entangled in their own
overwrought imaginations, cre-
ating a world they called Bo-
ravnia, in which they gave them-
selves starring roles as members
of Boravnia’s royal family. When
Parker’s mother began to suspect
that the girls had an “unnatural
interest” in one another, plans
where made to separate them.
The girls, after scheming to run
away to America and become
novelists, beat her to death with a
brick. They were eventually sen-
tenced to a few years in jail. Pau-
line Parker now runs a children’s
riding school in England. Juliet
Hulme converted to Morman-
ism, took the pen name “Anne
Perry,” and has had a long and
successful career as a crime nov-
elist. You couldn’t make this stuff
up, and both Winslet and costar
Melanie Lynskey do a superb job

of drawing the viewer into their

morbidly imaginations. Oh yeah,
and Jackson’s richly visual direc-
tion is brilliant.

Barely a year later Emma
Thompson and Ang Lee had the
great good sense to cast Winslet
as Marianne Dashwood in their
adaptation of Sense and Sensibil-
ity. Mls. Winslet scored an Oscar
nomination as Best Supporting
Actress—quite a coup for a teen-
ager. Even those of us who hap-
pen not to be huge fans of Jane
Austen novels can nevertheless
appreciate this fine-tuned explo-
ration of the enduringly repulsive
British class system. This is, after
all, where snark was born, bred,
endowed with property, and giv-
en a tiny little brain, as well as an
acid tongue. See Hugh Grant as
Edward Ferrars, in all his glori-
ous toothiness. All in all, quite
possibly the best of the Austen
adaptations.

Despite the Oscar nomination
(Mira Sorvino won for Mighty
Aphrodite) most of us weren't re-
ally tuned into Ms. Winslet until
James Cameron decided to sink
Titanic with her help. Her en-
chanting star-turn as Rose, who
gets to fall in love with loveable,
lower-class Leo and then watch

him sink ever-so-bravely beneath
the waves, inspired a generation
of iceberg-seeking romantics.
Only a crank would consider this
one of the worst hugely success-
ful movies of all time, right down
there with Gone With The Wind.
(Complaints and disagreements
should be forwarded to Daniel
Fowle, wherever his bones may
lie.)

One of the most appealing
things about Winslet, aside from
her obvious warmth and talent,
is her ability to think for her-
self, rather than relying upon the
advice of agents and managers.
Following the Tifanic phenom-
enon, Winslet could have gone
the usual route to superstardom.
Think, say, Julia Roberts—and
that’s not a knock on Roberts,
who has done a lot of fine work
over the years. But Winslet was
not drawn to the glamour roles
and instead began to take parts
in small and sometimes odd little
movies like Hideous Kinky (hip-
py trip to Morocco) Holy Smoke
(sex captive in desert hideaway)
Quills (laundress to the Marquis
de Sade) and Eternal Sunshine of
the Spotless Mind (erasing your
bothersome boyfriend). The last

being quite brilliant, actually, al-
though dominated by Jim Carrey
channeling Charlie Kauffman,
the most original screenwriter in
Hollywood.

Along the way Ms. Winslet
married director Sam Mendes,
raised a family, and still found
time to participate in A/ The
Kings Men, an interesting if
didn’t-quite-nail-it adaptation of
the Robert Penn Warren novel,
the vastly disturbing pedophilia-
explainer Little Children, and a
not-so-romantic reprise with
Leonardo di Caprio in Revolu-
tionary Road, based on the sub-
urban-angst novel by Richard
Yates.

And oh yeah, as the intrigu-
ing and possibly evil but really
quite loveable Hannah, an SS
guard who helped select victims
at Auschwitz, and who later se-
duces a teenage Ralph Fiennes.
The Reader. As yet unseen by this
reviewer, but now on the list,
awaiting DVD release.

Until then we’ll always have
the iceberg.

More News Briefs
from page three

sponded. About two-thirds reside
in York County, ME, compared
to one-third in Rockingham
County, NH.

Eighty-four percent of re-
spondents work, while only 16
percent do not. Of those who
work, 35 percent do so in York
County, while 38 percent work

in Rockingham county. The
take-away from the residence/
workplace data seems to be that
the heaviest use of the bridge is
by Maine residents working in
New Hampshire.

Respondents use the Memo-
rial Bridge the most, and the
Sara Mildred Long bridge the
least. In terms of function, they
said automobile, bicycle, and foot
traffic were all critically impor-

TWO

CERES STREET

TWO CERES STREET
An intimate, elegant place to hold your next party.
Call (603) 433-2373.

tant, while heavy truck traffic was
not important. Almost half the
respondents said they use Me-
morial Bridge regularly as pe-
destrians. This, in a survey taken
in the dead of winter. Significant
numbers of people who do not
use the bridge either on foot or
on bicycle expressed support for
maintaining those functions.

More than 300 respondents
said maintaining the bridge’s his-
toric design, and its dedication to
World War I veterans, were both
important.

If one of the three bridges had
to go, 69 percent said take down

the Long Bridge. Only 11 per-
cent chose Memorial Bridge.

It’s more than a tad ironic
that it’s the Maine DOT that’s
blocking the rehabilitation of
the bridge. Porter’s survey shows
Maine residents depend on it
more heavily than New Hamp-
shire residents. Kittery business-
es would suffer more for its loss,
too.

Overall, the survey results pro-
vide plenty of ammunition for
those who are trying to save the
bridge.

We'll be posting a link to the

results on the Gazette’s website.

Getting the Gazette
Into Kittery
We've had some luck with out
online appeal for recommenda-
tions as to where we ought to
distribute the Gazerte in Kittery,
but there’s always room for more.
Just go to www.nhgazette.com.
Supporting Subscribers!
We need more Supporting
Subscribers, so we can rattle more
cages. Like the Maine DOT's,
for instance. The Subscription
Form is on page five. Remember,
it’s never too late to assuage your
guilt, and at ninety-six cents a
fortnight, it’s a bargain.

Now offering short rum

436.4402

108 Penhallow

downtown Portsmouth since 1979
info@phineasgraphics.com

digital color

H nU ng (& color copies)
N/

graphic design/printing solutions

r )
165 Deer Sireet
(next to Gary’s)
(603) 436-9600 - Closed Tuesday
\ “We got hooze.” y

When “the Army we had” was sent to war,
they got plenty of lip service about “support.”

Well, some of them are back now.
And a few of them could use a hand.

'The Veterans Affairs Supported Housing (VASH) program
provides permanent housing and ongoing case management treatment
services for homeless veterans who would not be able to live
independently without the support of case management.

VASH cannot provide furniture, household appliances, pots and
pans, or other household goods. VASC can accept these items,
and distribute them to veterans who need them.

Call or e-mail Tracey Noonan, VASH Program Manager,
at (603) 657-5612 or tracey.noonan@va.gov

"This ad published as

a public service by The New Hampshire Gazette.

20 Congress St Portsmouth NH
603-431-2100

www.riverrunbookstore.com
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Protecting Us Hicks

by William Marvel

Overlooking eight years of
regulatory negligence, mili-
taristic profligacy, and corporate
giveaways under the Republican
regime, right wing snipers are al-
ready blaming Democrats for the
economic collapse, for bankrupt-
ing the treasury, and for trying to
fix it all with government spend-
ing. Listening to the rote repeti-
tion of falsehoods and foolish-
ness by their tireless propaganda
machine, I had begun to suppose
that the Republican superfaith-
ful had cornered the market on
hypocrisy and phony logic. Then
I got wind of what our state leg-
islature is up to.

Last week New Hampshire’s
House passed HB 383, mandat-
ing seatbelt use by nearly ev-
eryone in the state. Like most
foot-in-the-door legislation, our
seatbelt law first applied only to
young children, but then it was
quickly extended to 12-year-
olds, and afterward to all mi-
nors. HB 383 reflects the more
comprehensive compulsion that

the law’s original sponsors really
wanted to impose on us.

Manipulated statistics and po-
rous arguments accompany the
legislation, but representatives
who embrace those reasons have
opposed more worthy bills that
are sustained by precisely the
same arguments. They contend,
for example, that seatbelts help
prevent injuries that drain Medi-
care and raise insurance rates,
but they refuse to apply the same
legislative logic to more deadly
activities.

Proponents of HB 383 observe
that in an accident unbelted pas-
sengers act as projectiles, endan-
gering others. So does anything
else in the car, but will I also be
required to restrain my violin, or
the groceries I'm bringing home
from the market, or the books
and computer I often carry, or
the dog I wish I still had in the
back seat? If this is so compelling
an argument, how can our so-
solicitous representatives blithely
exempt school buses?

The significance of the bill is
largely symbolic, illustrating a

condescending paternalism im-
ported directly from the suburbs.
A seatbelt law would inconve-
nience relatively few, because the
sensible among us always buckle
up anyway, but somehow our
legislature wants to force us to
do so. Meanwhile, the same leg-
islature that seems so intent on
protecting us from ourselves has
rebuffed every effort to protect
us from the legions of idiots hur-
tling along our roadways while
talking on a cell phone.

The attitude behind the seat-
belt bill should portend more of
the same. Helmets would almost
eliminate head injuries; why not
require them for drivers and pas-
sengers? Motorcycles, snowmo-
biles, and ATV's are major causes
of head injuries, paraplegia, and
quadriplegia, all of which in-
volve enormous public expense;
shouldn’t the legislature ban
those perilous, nonessential ac-
tivities altogether? The rock and
ice climbing that seems so unac-
countably popular in this vicinity
is far too dangerous to continue,
unless each climber is protect-

ed by a hydraulically equipped
climbing cage, complete with
cables and elevator-style braking
mechanisms. Several people of
my acquaintance were paralyzed
as a result of biking and diving
accidents, so why don’t our so-
lons restrict those pastimes?
Smoking is more certain to
cause expensive medical condi-
tions than not wearing a seatbelt,
besides posing a direct hazard
to others. As a child I ingested
enough secondhand smoke that
I'm a candidate for lung cancer
myself. Unless they wish to be
guilty of both inconsistency and
insensitivity, the legislators who
voted for the new seatbelt law
had better get busy on a bill to
ban smoking in the presence
of minor children—and espe-
cially the child’s parents, even in
their own home. The next step,
of course, would be to prohibit
smoking altogether, to avoid the
public expense smoking incurs
through Medicare and soaring
insurance rates. The same prin-
ciple of public economic interest
that drives mandatory seatbelt

use and a smoking ban should
also dictate statutory compulsion
for the use of condoms, to limit
the spread of AIDS.

'The sponsorship of HB 383 be-
trays that it is essentially a Dem-
ocratic initiative. That party now
dominates our legislature, thanks
to voters and candidates who
immigrated here to “share” New
Hampshire’s unique way of life.
Most of them now seem more
intent on eradicating that way of
life by transforming New Hamp-
shire into the same safe, sterile,
enclave of controlled conformists
that they so recently fled.

Many of those Democrats just
finished lambasting a federal ad-
ministration that rationalized its
intrusive policies on the excuse of
protecting the public from harm
at the hands of others. Now
those same Democrats betray a
Willingness to impose petty in-
trusions of their own for the sake
of protecting us poor, ignorant
provincials from ourselves. We
need benevolent dictators no
more than we did the more sin-
ister variety.

More Hate Mail, &c.

from page seven

happening or figure out which
politician to blame. They plan to
misappropriate Social Security
taxes that workers have paid for
their retirement. This swindle,
called “fiscal reform,” is the polit-
ical equivalent of bait and switch
fraud.

“Social Security is not broke—
not even close. It is able to pay
the benefits for forty years, even
if nothing is changed now.” See,
William Grieder, The March 2,
2009 in The Nation.

Be a real Patriot. Call, write or
e-mail your legislators now and
tell them to stop the assault on

JUMPIN' JAY'S

FisH CAFE

150 Congress Street
Portsmouth, NH
603-766-FISH

. J

MadelnUSA @

Forever.com

Hundreds of products
all made in the USA!

Clothing * Toys * Furniture
Tools * Automotive * Flags

Todd Lipscomb founded Made in USA Forever.com
to provide an easy, fun way to buy products made in
the USA. Stand with us to protect America’s ability
to produce, create jobs, and remain a world leader.
You can call Todd at 888-861-0365 (toll-free) or
write fo him af todd@madeinusaforever.com.

Social Security.
Wilbur N. Rhodes
Kittery, ME
Trusting the State

To the Editor, and those dis-
trustful of the State:

This is an appeal to my New
Hampshire House colleagues
who are leftists, libertarians or
true conservatives who tradition-
ally distrust government. I am
sponsoring a House bill to abol-
ish the death penalty.

Why would I do this when
the public apparently clamors
for it? Because I too distrust the
government. As a life-long New
Hampshire resident who grew up
in the mountains to the west, I

was never comfortable with gov-
ernment dictates coming from
Concord.

My reasoning for opposing the
death penalty is that if you trust
the government to carry out per-
fect justice and you then extend
that reasoning to imposing capi-
tal punishment, all else follows.
Once the power of life or death
over the citizenry is granted to
the state, everything is granted
de facto.

I do not trust government, and
hope many of you from the other
end of the political spectrum will
agree and support my efforts to
abolish the death penalty.

Rep. Steven W. Lindsey

(Cheshire-3)

Keene, NH

Rep. Lindsey:

You have pinpointed the core of
our own absolute rejection of the
death penalty.

The Editor

From the Land of
Mardi Gras

To the Editor:

As a former Portsmouthsonian
and a current New Orleanian 1
was very happy to see that Bruce
is featuring the Skull and Bones
Krewe at the Press Room. How-
ever please, please, please ... this
tabulous holiday is spelled “Mar-
di Gras.”

I'd be interested in knowing the
other two subscribers in NOLA,

other than Rick. I think we all
need to meet for a drink one day.

Give my best to Rose and
Happy Mardi Gras.

Rachel Lyons

New Orleans, LA

Rachel:

That idea is so appealing that we
might just have to come down and
Join you. The trouble is, we can’t
bring ourselves to reveal the other
New Orleans subscribers’ names
without their OK. And we don’t
have their e-mails. Let’s try run-
ning this note as a Letter fo the
Editor, and try fo get them to send
a waiver. If they go for it, though,
we're going to want a full report of
the proceedings!

The Editor

WHERE MEMORABLE MEALS COME NATURALLY.
NO MATTER WHAT DAY OF THE WEEK.
PHILBRICK’S

e kel

EAT WELL. LIVE WELL. EVERY DAY.
Lafayette Plaza, Route 1, Portsmouth, 422-6758  Mon - Sat 8am - 8pm, Sun 10am - 6pm
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Republicans
Stuck in the Past

To the Editor:

The past few weeks allowed
the American people to witness
the modern Republican Party in
action. It wasn't a pretty sight.

With our country in a deep re-
cession, teetering on the edge of
another Great Depression, econ-
omists from across the ideologi-
cal spectrum have called for bold
action. To head off economic
disaster and get us back on the
right track, President Obama
and the Democrats in Congress
put forth serious and compre-
hensive legislation, the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009. The goal was to save or
create 3-4 million jobs, cut taxes
for middle class and working
families, and make infrastruc-
ture investments in things like
schools, mass transit, and elec-
tronic medical records that will
create conditions for long-term
economic growth.

How did the Republicans in
Congress respond? They rebuffed
President Obama’s efforts at
cooperation and repeated their
tired mantra of tax cuts (for the
corporations and the rich) as the
solution for all the nation’s ills.
Showing their true colors, these
21st century Herbert Hoovers
essentially called for the continu-
ation of the failed economic poli-
cies of George W. Bush. When
it came to a vote on the recov-
ery plan, no Republican in the
House of Representatives and
only three in the Senate voted for
it. Our own Republican Senator,

Judd Gregg, after embarrassing
himself by withdrawing as nomi-
nee for Secretary of Commerce,
voted against the bill.

So just remember, when all the
help contained in this bill arrives,
the Republicans didn't want you
to have it. All of the progress that
will result from this legislation
would not happen if the Repub-
licans had their way.

That’s your modern Republi-
can Party: giving all the breaks to
those who least need them, start-
ing unnecessary wars, and fid-
dling while Rome burns. During
the mid-term elections next year,
voters will do well to remember
that.

Larry Drake

Portsmouth, NH

Larry:

With few exceptions, the Re-
publicans seem determined to stick
to their failed ideology no mat-
ter where it leads—including the
poorhouse. You have no doubt no-
ticed the recent revisionist claims
that Franklin Delano Roosevelts
New Deal prolonged—or even
caused!—the Great Depression. The
only thing wrong with their theory
is the facts. Their desperation can
be gauged by their new national
Chairman’s recent announcement
that hed lead an “off the hook” cam-
paign to lure younger Hispanic and
Black woters into the Grand Old
Party by promoting trickle-down
economics and budget-crippling tax
cuts in “urban-suburban hip-hop
settings.” We'd buy a ticket to watch
that. Barring a miracle, the Re-
publicans seem destined to join the
Federalists, the Know-Nothings,
and the Whigs before too long.

The Editor

Free At Last!

To the Editor:

It was a wonderful coincidence
to read the title of your Rant of
January 30 because when I was
in DC on Inaugural day and the
speaker announced that it was
the last day in office for George
Bush many African Americans
around me threw their hands
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in the air and shouted “Free At
Last!” I was glad that I braved
the crowds because you could re-
ally feel the relief that Bush was
gone and the love!!

I wish that I could have gotten
photos to you of the Shoe Bush
actions on the 19th but it was
a crazy couple of days. Getting
around D.C. was a nightmare,
making logistics difficult. My ve-
hicle was “misplaced” by one of
my friends and cell phone con-
nections were spotty at best.

However, readers can go to my
web site at www.shoebush.org
to see some photos and videos.
People loved hurling shoes at my
inflatable efligy of Bush and over
the course of the day, I would
guess that we had at least 5,000
people stop by to hurl shoes and
take photos.

We also got several dozen
pairs of combat boots and shoes
over the barricades to the White
House.

The Secret Service just watched
and did not arrest us!

Jamilla El Shafei

Kennebunkport, ME

Jamilla:

Sometimes we have fo scratch our
editorial noggins to come up with a
headline, but that one dictated it-
self.

For years, you and your friends
have reminded Bush the Lesser—
and the world—ithat many people,
even in the town where his pluto-
cratic family has summered for a
century, did not support his reckless
reign. Congratulations on crown-
ing that great service with a fit-
ting, foot-oriented sendoff.

The Editor

00000

Contention vs. Cooperation

To the Editor:

President Obama’s administra-
tion hoped to find a more collab-
orative way to negotiate gover-
nance of our great country. After
the Republicans’ “winner take
all” steamroller politics, power
has now swung to the Demo-
crats. Obama’s leadership tried
something different: listening
respectfully, including Republi-
cans in policy development, and
compromising to accommodate
Republican concerns.

The final version of the Eco-

(C(O)(O)ﬂ & Unuisuial Arrivals | D)@nﬂl\v
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nomic Recovery act has cut pro-
posed spending by over $100
billion over the previous version,
just to accommodate Republi-
cans and gain their votes. The
act also increased tax cuts for the
wealthy in spite of ample expe-
rience that this doesn’t do much
to help the economy. These com-
promises were made to include
Republicans in solving our com-
mon problems, yet, only three
voted with Democrats to pass
the act. Republicans remain ob-
structionist.

Democrats would be well-ad-
vised to use the political power
they currently have to fix the
massive problems caused by years
of Republican hegemony, and not
to dilute their cure with Repub-
lican snake oil. Collaboration is a
two-way street, and Republicans
have shown deceit in working to-
ward effective solutions.

In California’ legislature, six
Republicans are paralyzing the
state budget with their stubborn
ideology instead of pragmatic
governance.

Bruce Joffe

Piedmont, CA

Bruce:

As we replied to Larry Drake,
above, the Republicans don’t seem
to be getting tired of shooting them-
selves in the foot. If that was all they
were hitting, it would be amusing.
But the more holes they put in the
budget, 