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The Fortnightly Rant

Miracle: Cheney Boards
the U.S.S. Constitution—
But It Does Not Sink!

The beleaguered citizens of
these battered United States did
what they could last weekend to
celebrate the 232nd anniversary
of American independence. It
wasn't easy. But despite the price
of gas, the cost of food, the val-
ue of the dollar, and the state of
the union, thousands of people
flocked to Portsmouth to watch
the annual fireworks display.

It was inspiring to see people
taking the trouble and making
that effort. After what the coun-
try has been through—and con-
sidering what may be coming—
they could have been forgiven
if instead of watching fireworks,
they had all stayed home and
stared, expressionless, off into the
distance.

Indestructibility Intact

It certainly did not help that on
this Fourth of July, Dick “Dick”
Cheney emerged from his secret
bunker and appeared in public,
in Boston, where he boarded the
U.S.S. Constitution. Physicists say
that if anti-matter comes in con-
tact with ordinary matter, both
are annihilated. From this one
might surmise that the moment
Cheney’s feet trod upon the
deck of “Old Ironsides,” he and a
Cheney-sized chunk of the ship
might have vanished in a thun-
dering blast.

Not to be outdone by Cheney’s
glowering in Boston, George W.
Bush had the audacity to visit
Monticello, the home and the
burial place of Thomas Jefferson.
In a universe more intelligently
designed than this one, as Bush
walked the grounds of Monti-
cello, the bony hand of Thom-
as Jefferson would have broken
through the grass, grabbed Bush’s
ankle, and started pulling.

Strangely, after seven and a
half years of living inside a pro-
tective bubble, Bush was heckled
relentlessly during his Monti-
cello speech by outraged citizens
calling for his impeachment—or
worse. The sound track of the vid-
eo on the White House website
isn't clear enough to be certain
just what the hecklers are saying;
the official transcript euphemis-
tically calls the yelling, “Audience
interruption.”

The LaRouchian conspiracy-
spinner Webster G. Tarpley
has been writing lately that the
lame duck “Bush-Cheney-neo-
con clique” has been superseded,
and national power is now in the
hands of the “Brzezinski-Trilat-
eral faction.” That theory seems

slightly more plausible than Da-

vid Icke’s claim that the world is
being run by a race of reptilian
humanoids whose members in-
clude include Queen Elizabeth,
George W. Bush, and the late
Boxcar Willie.

#43 Censors #3

One really has to wonder
what’s going on when the Secret
Service and Bush’s Republican
Guard can’t keep the hooligans
quiet at a high-profile event such
as this. Bush’s speechwriters did
manage, however, to clamp a si-
lencing hand over Thomas Jeffer-
son’s irreligious mouth.

The scribblers whose thankless
job it is to put words into Bush’s
marble-filled mouth arranged
for him to quote—at Monticel-
lo—from a letter Jefferson wrote
to a friend. The following quote
was taken directly from the
White House website. The itali-
cized phrase appearing in brack-
ets (with emphasis added) was in
Jefterson’s original letter. It was
omitted from Bush’s speech, but
without the insertion of an ellip-
sis, which would have properly
signalled the omission.

“May [July 4, 1826] be to the
world, what I believe it will be—
to some parts sooner, to others
later, but finally to all—the Sig-
nal of arousing men to burst the
chains [under which monkish ig-
norance and superstition had per-
suaded them to bind themselves),
and to assume the blessings and
security of self-government.”

It was tough enough for the
White House to honor that pro-
to-commie Jefferson—no way
they were going to insult their
base in the process!

A Big Apple Fourth

The New York Public Library
observed the day by displaying a
rare copy of an early draft of the
Declaration of Independence,
handwritten by Thomas Jeffer-
son, its author. According to an
article in 7he New York Times,
the displayed copy retained a
“lengthy condemnation of slav-
ery,” which the Second Conti-
nental Congress saw fit to delete
from the final, approved version
of the Declaration, “to appease
the delegates from Georgia and
South Carolina.”

The Last Confederate

Dick “Dick” Cheney did not
vanish in a cataclysmic explo-
sion. George W. Bush was not
dragged into the underworld by
the dead hand of a former slave-
holder. But the day did not pass
without a signifying event: Jesse
Helms, the direct spiritual de-
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scendant of those Congressmen
who would not condemn slavery,
died in Raleigh, North Carolina.

It is unseemly to speak ill of the
dead. In Helms’s case, it would
be superfluous, as well; one can
achieve the same effect by letting
him speak for himself.

“T've been portrayed as a cave-
man by some,” Helms said in
1985. “That’s not true. I'm a con-
servative progressive, and that
means I think all men are equal,
be they slants, beaners or nig-
gers.”

First among those things for
which Helms is now receiving
his just reward, was his role in
the 1976 Presidential campaign.
Ronald Reagan was challenging
sitting President Republican Jer-
ry Ford for the Republican nom-
ination. The Gipper looked like a
long shot; in those dear departed
days, most Americans thought
Reagan was a used-up light-
weight better suited to selling
soap and lightbulbs on television
than running the country.

Reagan had lost six prima-
ries in a row to Ford, including
New Hampshire. By late March
his campaign was nearly broke.
Without a victory in North Car-
olina he was history. Thanks in
large part to Jesse Helms, Rea-
gan won.

'The win let Reagan keep fight-
ing Ford right up to the 1976
convention. The weakened Ford
finally won at the Convention in
Kansas City but lost the gener-
al election to an obscure peanut
farmer with big teeth. Four years
later Reagan waltzed the nation
right through the looking glass,
and we haven't been the same
since.

Nice work, Jesse.

Fixing Bush’s Wagon

It has been clear for years, to
anyone outside the lockstep 19
percent who still support Bush

and Cheney, that this adminis-
tration lied us into the nation’s
worst foreign policy disaster ever
and made a mockery of the Con-
stitution in the process. What is
not clear is whether there will
ever be any consequences for
those who did the lying.

Unless they slipped one by us,
Speaker of the House Nancy Pe-
losi (D-CA) and Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid (D-NV') both
took this oath at the start of the
110th Congress: “I do solemnly
swear (or affirm) that I will sup-
port and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States against
all enemies, foreign and domes-
tic; that I will bear true faith and
allegiance to the same; that I take
this obligation freely, without any
mental reservation or purpose of
evasion; and that I will well and
faithfully discharge the duties of
the office on which I am about to
enter. So help me God.”

Despite taking this oath, Pelo-
si and Reid have repeatedly stat-
ed that impeaching George W.
Bush and Dick “Dick” Cheney
would be “too Aa-ard.” Perhaps
we need to have witnesses sta-
tioned behind Congress mem-
bers as they take the oath, to
watch for crossed fingers. In the
absence of any such juvenile du-
plicity, what we have here is non-
feasance, “the intentional failure
to perform a required duty or ob-
ligation.” Future despots are thus
encouraged.

We have no idea who will ever
prosecute Pelosi and Reid for
letting Bush and Cheney oft the
impeachment hook, or how that
might be accomplished. But first
things first.

Assuming that World War III
has not begun, and martial law
is not in effect, and Bush and
Cheney’s hands can be pried
from the levers of Federal pow-
er as scheduled, six months from

now, both men will be free to
move about the country.

Fortunately, there is a man with
a plan to prevent that. And we’re
not talking about some diminu-
tive Congressman from Ohio.
We're talking about former Los
Angeles County Prosecutor Vin-
cent Bugliosi. He has prosecuted
21 murder cases and gotten 21
convictions. He wants to make
George W. Bush number 22.

“George Bush took this nation
to war on a lie, under false pre-
tenses,” Bugliosi told Amy Good-
man last month, “and therefore,
under the law, he’s guilty of mur-
der.”

At last count (Wednesday)
Bush could be charged with
4,115 counts of murder—one for
each of the U.S. service members
who have died in Iraq. There is
no statute of limitation for mur-
der. Charges could be filed by
any one of the 50 state Attor-
neys General, or any one of the
hundreds of District Attorneys
whose district has lost a service
member.

The crux of Bugliosi’s case can
be summed up with four items,
beginning with the National In-
telligence Estimate (NIE) the
CIA delivered to Bush on Oc-
tober 1, 2002, which said “clearly
and unequivocally ... that Hus-
sein was 7of an imminent threat
to the security of this country,
that he would only be a threat if’
he feared that America was about to
attack him.” (Emphasis added.)

Three days later, on October 4,
Bugliosi says “Bush and his peo-
ple had the CIA issue an unclas-
sified summary version” of the
NIE, scrubbed of the conclusion
that Hussein was no# an immi-
nent threat.

Nevertheless, on October 7,
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2002, Bush “told the nation that
Hussein was a great danger to
America either by his attacking
us with his weapons of mass de-
struction or giving those weap-
ons to some terrorist group to at-
tack us. And he said this attack
could happen, quote, ‘on any giv-
en day,’ meaning the threat was
imminent.”

Finally, and most damning of
all according to Bugliosi, on Jan-
uary 31st, 2003, “George Bush
and Prime Minister Tony Blair
met in the Oval Office with
six of their top aides, including
Condoleezza Rice, the National
Security Adviser for Bush, and
Blair’s chief foreign policy ad-
viser, David Manning ... [A]fter
the meeting, Manning prepares
a five-page memo stamped ‘ex-

tremely sensitive,” in which he
summarizes what was said at the
meeting. And Manning writes
that Bush and Blair expressed
their doubts that any weapons
of mass destruction would ever
be found in Iraq, although two
months later they went there
because they said they had the
weapons and we had to disarm
them. But it gets much, much,
much worse. Manning wrote
that Bush was so worried, so up-
set, over the failure of the UN in-
spectors to find weapons of mass
destruction, that he talked about
three ways to, quote, ‘provoke a
confrontation with Hussein, one
of which, Bush said, was to, quote,
‘fly U2 aircraft, reconnaissance
aircraft, over Iraq, falsely paint-
ed in United Nations colors,’ and
Bush said if Hussein fires upon
them, this will be a breach of UN

resolutions and justify war.”

Market Square Jewelers

Peter T. Henry & Joan K. Henry
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(603) 430-9587

Estate Jewelers
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Gold * Silver » Costume * Bead Restringing
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“So here we have George Bush
telling the American people ...
that Hussein was an imminent
threat ... but behind closed doors,
this very small man was talking
about how to provoke Hussein
into a war. The very last person
in the world that someone act-
ing in self-defense would try to
provoke is a person who he’s in
deathly fear of, the person who'’s
about to kill him. If George Bush
actually believed that Hussein
had weapons of mass destruc-
tion, which was the main reason
he went to war, the very thought
of provoking Hussein into a war
obviously would never, ever, ever
have entered his mind.”

... any one of the 50 state At-
torneys General, or any one of
the hundreds of District Attor-
neys whose district has lost a ser-
vice member ... Calling Kelly
Ayotte ... Calling Jim Reams ...

Dhvis
TIRECOMPANY

Call us for a liberal dose of service
93 Islington Street - 433-1328

South Street and Vine
359 Marcy St 430-2984

Tues., Wed., Thurs. & Sun.: 11 am - 6 pm
Fri., and Sat.- 9 am - 6 pm
Mon. - Closed

Wine for the table, not for the cellar.
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This little tyke was the featured attraction in his or her own tiny parade

through Market Square on Independence Day.

The imprompru, al fresco Chautaqua season has begun. This gentleman is
back in town for a return engagement.

News Briefs

Congratulations, AWLD (?)

Murdoch Won't Sell

The good news, revealed in the
Award-Winning Local Daily on
July 2, is that the paper’s parent
company, Ottaway Community
Newspapers, has been taken off
the market. The decision gives
employees “some clarity and cer-
tainty for the first time in 12
months,” according to Publisher

John Tabor.

Eliot Auto

Used Cars - Reasonable
Service & Towing, too
Rt 236 Eliot, Me
(207) 439-0263

'The bad news, of course, is that
the AWLD will, therefore, con-
tinue to be the chattel of News
Corps Oberstgriippenfubrer Ru-
pert Murdoch. Among his many
other aftronts to human dignity,
this right-wing megalomaniac
employed Roger Aliles to cre-
ate the Fox News Channel, an
open sewer of audiovisual pol-
lution which had the audacity to

CAFFE KILIM

Fresh Roasted Coffees * Espresso Bar
Rug Gallery & Unique Gifts

163 Islington St ~ 436-7330

PORTSMOUTH

WWW.RUDISPORTSMOUTH.COM

LATE NIGHT MENU TUES-SAT

(603) 430-RUDI (7834)
20 HIGH STREET

HOURS:
11:30 - 3:00
4:00 - CLOSE
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begin operations on October 7,
1996—240 years to the day after
the sainted Daniel Fowle found-
ed the venerable and spotless na-
tional treasure on whose pristine
pages you are reading these very
words.
Whither USA Springs?

The soggy saga of USA
Springs, the mysterious corpo-
rate entity whose purpose is to
suck the groundwater from be-
neath homes in Nottingham and
Barrington and sell it to Europe-
ans for the private profit of par-
ties unknown, just gets murkier
and murkier.

According to a July 2 story
by John Quinn in Foster’s Dai-
ly Democrat, the would-be wa-
ter-bottler posted a legal notice
on May 30, announcing that a
foreclosure auction of its assets
would be held on June 30. On
June 27, however, USA Springs
filed for bankruptcy in Manches-
ter, and the foreclosure was post-
poned until September 29. Fur-
ther complicating the situation is
the little matter of USA Springs’
already-extended building per-

mit, which turns into a pumpkin
on July 26.

An understandable first reac-
tion to all this might be “Hurrah,
there broke—good riddance.”
But as a Foster’s editorial astute-
ly pointed out on July 3, it might
just mean someone else steps in
to take the town’s water. Not-
tingham’s new Water Rights &
Local Self-Government Ordi-
nance may also be tested, before
this is all over.

A BANNER DISPLAY

Flag Police Sit-Rep
Jane Porter, faithful proofread-
er, took time from a sabbatical
Down East to alert the Flag Po-
lice to the “American Flag Can-
dies” (shown above) which are
sold via the Vermont Country

Store catalog. Thank you, Jane,
they are busted.

Also above: this photo by Da-
vid L. Ryan in the Boston Globe of
July 3rd shows the Boston Stock
Exchange, demonstrating their
ignorance of the Flag Code.

This bronze bust of Joseph W.P Frost, sculpted by Sumner Weinbaum, is
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kept in the Old Library Room of the Portsmouth Atheneum. Joe was a

past president of the Atheneum.

R.I.P.,, Joseph W.P. Frost

Joseph W.P. Frost, of Eliot,
Maine, a veritable titan among
antiquarians and historians of
the Piscataqua region, died Sat-
urday, July 6. He was predeceased
by his wife Rebecca, and is sur-
vived by two daughters. Joe—ev-
eryone called him Joe—was de-
scended from many of the area’s
earliest and most notable settlers
but didn’t let that prevent him
from saying that genealogists are
often like potatoes, because “the
best part is found underground.”

His life-long love of antiquar-
ian books and local history began
early—very early. About the time
of Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s
first inauguration, New Hamp-
shire author and judge Henry
Shute (1856—1943) inscribed
a book “To Joseph Frost of El-
iot, Maine, the only ten-year old
antiquarian and historian in the
world.” This was no exaggera-
tion: Joe assembled a complete
set of Presidential autographs by
the time he reached the eighth-
grade. Before long he began con-
centrating almost exclusively on
books signed by their authors, or
by historically significant people:
his first cousin, Robert Frost, for
example.

Joe served in England during
World War Two, where he was
responsible for the operation of
an Eighth Air Force mortuary.
Returning to the States he be-
gan a career that seems an odd fit
for such a kindly, bookish gentle-
man: heavy construction.

Joe once described to us how
to build a high-tension pow-
er line across the Great Dismal
Swamp in Virginia and North
Carolina: build the towers on dry
land, lift them up with a helicop-
ter, then fly over the swamp and
lower them into place.

Another job a lot closer to
home always makes us think of
Paul Bunyan. Joe—and crew, of
course—replaced the big cables
that lift the center span of the
Memorial Bridge.

In later years Joe saw that
bridge every Sunday afternoon,
from behind the counter of the
Book Guild, on State Street.
There he would buy, sell, and
appraise books, and talk to the
many antiquarians, librarians,
and scholars, from all around the
country and indeed around the
world, who were likely to stop in
on any given Sunday to see him.

Rest in peace, Joe.

“WHEN THE POWER OF LOVE OVERCOMES THE LOVE OF POWER,
THE WORLD WILL FINALLY KNOW PEACE.”
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Moving Pictures

WALL-E

by Rodman Philbrick

Stars: The voices of Ben Burtt,
Elissa Knight, Jeft Garlin, Sig-
nourney Weaver, and Fred Wil-
lard; Written & Directed by:
Andrew Stanton; Animation:

Pixar; Rating: [G]

Acute little robot who “speaks”

in digital baby talk. A desert
landscape. Exciting adventures
aboard a giant spacecraft. Given
the relentless Disney marketing
campaign, the summer audience
may be forgiven for assuming
that WALL-E is a variation on
R2D2, Star Wars meets Toy Sto-
ry. Some of that potential block-
buster audience, those whose
Detached Irony Module is fully
functional, will find WALL-FE too
simple, too imbued with a Chap-
linesque melancholy. Others will
recognize a classic, grand-scale
creation that may or may not be
a signpost to a dystopian future,
one in which humankind’s me-
chanical servants are left to the
never-ending task of tidying up a
ruined world.
You already know the basic

premise: boy robot meets girl ro-
bot, and together they save what’s
left of humanity. WALL-E, a
dauntless little trash-compact-
ing robot (inspired, one assumes,
by the Mars rovers) trundles
about a ruined world, sweeping
up the junk left behind by a race
of bloated consumers who left
the planet centuries ago. Aside
from still-surviving holograms
urging humans to try “lunch-in-
a-cup!” courtesy of the Buy-N-
Large corporation, nothing tan-
gible remains of civilization. The
ghost of Ozymandias haunts the
empty landscape, as we look on
our works, we mighty gobblers
of mass production, and despair.
Observe how the lone and level
sands stretch far away, into a des-
olate future where irony and cool
have long since been trumped by
hubris, and trash!

Sorry, but there’s something
about this movie that makes your
reviewer want to channel Shelley
(Percy Bysshe) instead of Sponge
Bob (Square Pants).

The little robot’s only connec-
tion to the humans who poi-
soned the planet is a fragile cas-

sette containing a few snippets
from the movie version of Hel/-
lo Dolly!, circa 1969. WALL-E,
alone for hundreds of years and
desperate to make a connection
to something, anything, attempts
to puzzle out what it means, for
instance, to sing joyfully of hope,
and to hold hands. If that sounds
gay—and it does, just a little—
tell it to your trash compactor,
or better yet to those nitwit Fox
commentators who think there’s
some hidden message concern-
ing sexuality. Because despite its
unseemly interest in musicals,
the little robot seems clunkily,
mechanically male, as heterosex-
ual as one can be if one has dozer
treads instead of shoes. WALL-
E’s interest in EVE, the Extra-
terrestrial Vegetal Evaluator, is
more an inter-species attraction.
'The sturdy, functional trash com-
pactor has the no-frills feeling of
a Microsoft creation, while EVE,
who glides through the universe
like a white Apple egg-timer, is
obviously Mac.

WALL-E, trying to make an
impression on EVE, presents her
with the equivalent of a bunch

of flowers, in this case a single
weed that has somehow bloomed
green from the arid soil. EVE,
responding to her directive to
find evidence of photosynthesis
on the supposedly toxic planet,
is compelled to return to space
with the happy news. WALL-E
hitches a ride, and finds himself
in what amounts to a low-grav-
ity cruise ship for the pampered
(and possibly Pamper-wearing)
descendants of the human race,
who have devolved into couch
potatoes, each with his own per-
sonal floating couch, and an al-
ways available “cup of lunch!”
to suck on as they glide around,
chatting endlessly on cell phones.
Sort of like your local mall, with
less gravity. And for the kids, this
may be where the real fun really
begins, as WALL-E and EVE
and a collection of supposedly
“malfunctioning” robots, do bat-
tle with an AUTOPILOT sys-
tem (think Hal in 2001) reluc-
tant to give up babysitting hu-
manity.

'The truly amazing thing is not
only the astonishing visual de-
tail—WALL-E has the look of

a filmed-live feature, not anima-
tion—but the way Andrew Stan-
ton and his team have chosen
to communicate the narrative.
Rather than relying on dialogue
or voice-over to advance the sto-
ry, they use the familiar symbols
of computers at work: glowing
green and red symbols, the ad-
vancing bars that indicate up-
loading, and so on.

Certainly WALL-E is not typ-
ical Disney fare, even given the
astonishing learning curve of
Pixar. The story isn't age- de-
pendent—some smaller kids ap-
pear to find the groove, others
will be restless, reactions pret-
ty much reflected in the most-
ly-appreciative adult audience.
And for those of you who can't
believe that everyone doesn't get
that WALL-E is the movie of
the year, bear in mind that de-
spite his almost universal genius,
not everyone appreciated Char-
ley Chaplin, or “got” his mov-
ies, or understood that his iconic
Tramp character was not a sad
clown, but us, striving to be bet-
ter. While we suck on our lunch-
in-a-cup.

More Hate Mail, &c.

from page seven

Sununu:
"The Multi-Millionaire’s Friend

To the Editor

When asked about the fact that
he has voted with George Bush
90 percent of the time, Senator
John Sununu answered that he
has voted with New Hampshire
100 percent of the time. When
it comes to taxes, this is simply
untrue.

Sununu claims that raising
taxes in a recession is a bad pol-
icy, yet he still voted against the
Renewable Energy and Job Cre-
ation Act, an act that would con-

tinue tax breaks for 22,221 New
Hampshire college students,
20,419 New Hampshire teach-
ers, and thousands of middle
class families.

Like Bush, Sununu offers tax
giveaways to multi-millionaires
while doing nothing for New
Hampshire’s middle class. New
Hampshire suffers while Sununu
votes for tax breaks for big oil
companies making record prof-
its. Sununu is not putting New
Hampshire first, contrary to his
claims.

Jeanne Shaheen, New Hamp-
shire candidate for U.S. Sen-
ate, actually cares about New

Hampshire. Shaheen will sup-
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port tax cuts for the middle class
in order to help working families
who need it the most. She will
vote against continued runaway
spending, and she will make sure
that New Hampshire is once
again a priority in Washington.

Chris Rossetti

Windham, NH

00000

Democracy is a Verb

To the Editor:

On this July 4th, the celebra-
tion of our independence, it is im-
portant to reread the 1776 Dec-
laration, and note that many of
the listed abuses exist today. We
should use July 4th to renew our
heritage and declare our inde-

pendence from greed, corruption
and deceit of politicians, corpo-
rations and financial institutions.
These groups have conspired to
institute laws and practices that
are contrary to our unalienable
rights of life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness.

Democracy is much more than
voting. Democracy requires ac-
tion. Like our founding fathers,
we must actively speak out and
defend the rights that have been
endowed upon us by our Creator.
We are not pawns and slaves.
We are a free and independent
people and we must work to re-
main so.To do otherwise is to in-
vite domination and the abuse of

Ceres Dakery

Fine Pastries ° Distinctive Breads

51 Penhallow Street « Portsmouth * 436-6518

Monday-Friday 7 am to 5 pm
Saturday 7-4 « Sandwiches 11 am to 3 pm
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108 Penhallow

downtown Portsmouth since 1979
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WHERE MEMORABLE MEALS COME NATURALLY.
NO MATTER WHAT DAY OF THE WEEK.
PHILBIRICK’S

e _fpikel

EAT WELL. LIVE WELL. EVERY DAY.
Lafayette Plaza, Route 1, Portsmouth, 422-6758  Mon - Sat 8am - 8pm, Sun 10am - 6pm

power.

Democracy is a verb.

Arnold Stieber

Grass Lake, M1

How Best to Recycle
This Paper

To the Editor:

I have just read William Mar-
vel’s article “Fire Starter” in your
June 13 edition.

After reading about how the
postal regulators sat up nights to
think of ways to further enable
this criminal of a president that
we have, I thought, “Fine—two
can play this game.”

I wish to encourage all of
our out-of-state subscribers to

New Boston Tool Room
Corner of Rt 125 and New Boston Rd.
Kingston, NH * 642-4054
Antique and Usable Tools for
Collectors and Craftsmen

Golf Balls

For Sale
U-Pic
436-9120
100 Peverly Hill Road

20 Congress St Portsmouth NH
603-431-2100

www.riverrunbookstore.com
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Hostage to the Help?

by William Marvel

ver the years my father

mounted a number of car-
toons and newspaper clippings
around the cellar. Some of them
remain there yet, including an old
joke about the number of peo-
ple who were “doing the work.”
When he tacked that one up, the
population of the United States
was 200 million: calculating that
21 million of those people were
working for “the government,”
the poster offered some mathe-
matical gymnastics to conclude
that the only ones left to “do the
work” were “you and me.”

Some of the proportions in
that facetious hyperbole now
seem unfortunately reasonable.
'The rule of thumb now broadcast
in can-you-believe-it fashion at
bars and lunch counters holds
that one-third of all Americans
now derive their living from
government sources. That may or
may not include those on pub-
lic assistance and disability, but
it actually seems possible. My
own social circle includes a host
of public school teachers, state-
university professors, retired ser-
vicemen (and now women), ca-

reer bureaucrats, librarians, and
park rangers, not to mention the
postal workers, police, and public
transportation personnel whose
acquaintance my travel engen-
ders.

Davis Hill proper, which bor-
ders less than a mile of grav-
el road, is now home to fifteen
families of full-time residents. At
least five of those families—ex-
actly one-third—draw paychecks
or pensions from some
form of employment un-
der municipal, state, or

federal authority. Fifty

years ago there were only A€ patron saints of small government,

three families here, with
two households head-
ed by retired naval offi-
cers and the third home
owned by a retired judge,
but that exaggerated proportion
reflected the near-impossibility
of surviving in South Conway
during the 1950s without an out-
side source of income.

'The difficulty of making aliving
waxes and wanes in this country,
just as it does in this community,
but since I graduated from high
school the trend in job searches
has leaned ever-more steadily to-
ward public employment.The pay

is more certain, the benefits are
usually better, and—as some find
all too important—the chances
of getting fired are slim.

The federal government ex-
pands relentlessly. The suburbs
that filled the Washington Belt-
way in 1980 now stretch 70 miles
into Maryland, and 50 miles into
Virginia. In this decade alone
Republicans, the patron saints of
small government, created more

“In this decade alone Republicans,

created more new federal jobs

than any administration in history.”

new federal jobs than any ad-
ministration in history. The Bush
White House and the Bush
Congress manned most of an
entire cabinet department from
a three-generation pool of losers
who now force 90-year-old men
to take off their shoes and invade
our privacy.

A similar local tendency is eas-
ier to quantify. In the 30 years
ending with 2007, school dis-

trict enrollment here in Conway
increased only 10 percent, but
classroom staffing increased 77
percent. Widespread new school
construction seems to have been
necessary less to make room for
an expanding student popula-
tion than to accommodate bur-
geoning new staff and programs.
To care for a physical plant that
is growing so much faster than
the number of students, main-
tenance personnel have
more than doubled dur-
ing the same period.

If followed to its logi-
cal conclusion (and a
substantial faction al-
ways advocates that
course), perpetual ex-
pansion in the propor-
tion of public employ-
ees leads to inevitable collapse.
At some point, public workers
outnumber the taxpayers, who
must impoverish themselves to
provide for their “servants.”

The ill effects begin long be-
fore reaching that extreme, how-
ever. One of the adverse effects
of such a massive public work
force may, in a backhanded
way, be the skyrocketing cost
of health care. The existence of

so many public employees, who
stubbornly resist deductibles
and whose premiums are largely
paid for from the public trough,
only encourages insurance com-
panies to inflate premiums. That
in turn abets high prices from
the health care industry, which
appears to regard insurance as a
license for larceny.

With the subject now safe-
ly expunged from presidential
debate, the dual crisis in health
insurance and health care may
only come to a head when pre-
miums grow so absurd that no
one can, or will, pay them. That
would force insurance compa-
nies to revert to affordable ver-
sions of catastrophic coverage;
hospitals, meanwhile, would
have to reduce charges for pre-
ventive care to levels the average
person could afford to pay—as
used to be the case before public
service became so popular. The
only surviving unions of any real
power are composed of pub-
lic employees, who would pose
significant resistance to such a
market-force solution, there-
by accelerating the unavoidable
collision between servants and
served.

pass on their copies of the New
Hampshire Gazette to others,
rather than pass it into the recy-
cle bin. What better way to re-
cycle this paper than to pass it on
to someone else (& theoretically
someone else, & someone else)?
Sometimes I pass copies of this
paper with pertinent military ar-
ticles on to my brother, a retired
Naval officer (like this one, for
instance, about McCain’s voting
record against vets). Other times
I leave it on the “community
table” in the lobby of the gym

where I work out.

Pass it on, spread the word,
revolutions have been started
this way! Who knows, you might
even get a few new subscribers.

The people in Washington
aren’t so smart—they just want
us to think they are.

Thanks ever so for the work
you do.

Karen Konicki

New York NY

Karen:

Bless you. Nothing warms the
cockles of the editor’s gnarled old
ink pump like a reader who under-
stands so well the insidious design

of this seditious little wad of pulp.
Can you imagine handing a copy
of the typical, advertising-bloated
daily paper to a friend and saying
“Put this in your pocket and read it
later?”

The Editor
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A Modest Proposal From an
American Taxpayer and Voter

To the Editor:

We the people of the United
States, in order to get an early
start toward reviving the nation
after a disastrous seven-and-a-
half years of moral and monar-
chical failures, should buy out
the remaining six-plus months
of the fraudulent contract held
by George W. Bush and Dick
Cheney.

The ship of state is rudder-
less as is, so the early dismissal of
a President who can’t find New
Orleans on a map but is eager
to send a couple of million di-
minished dollars to get a peek at
Myanmar, and a Vice President
who simply can’t be found except
when it’s time to bang the drums
of war with sticks of lies, would
not be noticed except by the oil
companies, related oil business-
es and the wealthy who embrace
Bush’s tax cuts. Ben Bernanke
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is running the government now
anyway, so why not let him con-
tinue while the Federal Reserve
and others in this government-
by-default learn how to spell re-
cession, or worse.

An early retirement would
allow Bush to take vacations in
Europe, the Middle East and
elsewhere more or less on his
own 60-cent retirement dollar,
instead of vacationing with an
entourage whose play time debt-
and deficit-burdened Americans
are forced to pay for, while they
also kick in billions for a war, and
the inflation that war inevitably
creates, that was and is built on
make-believe and don’t-tell.

Bush didn’t know or under-
stand the world in 2000, and no
vacations at this late date will fill
that yawning gap. As for Cheney,
he would be spared the further
ignominy of acting as a bag man
in Southwest Asia and the Mid-
dle East for his bankrupt gov-
ernment in Washington. Cheney
has said he doesn’t care what the
American people think, so early
retirement shouldn’t bother him.
Besides, it may take six months
or so for Cheney to receive the
news in his bunker.

From a strictly financial stand-
point, early retirement would
also be a bonus for Bush and
Cheney. They would have six ex-
tra months to invest their Social
Security retirement dollars in the
stock market, where they would
do nothing but grow richer in
the present financial and eco-
nomic climate. Heh! Heh! Heh!

An early retirement would also
give Bush a leg up on his return
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to the links, a sport he has so val-
iantly bagged to show sympathy
and support for the American
soldiers whom he and Cheney
sent to fight and die on a mis-
sion orchestrated and executed
by fools and liars.

Louis Salome

Portsmouth, NH

Louis:

Would that it could be done, or
would be done. We're going to rec-
ommend you for the Gazette Chair
in Theoretical Politics.

The Editor

Go, Carol!

To the Editor:

This week our Congresswom-
an, Carol Shea-Porter, did some-
thing that deserves the apprecia-
tion of every voter in our district.
She fought to help pass a bill to
fix the problems with our alterna-
tive minimum tax (AMT). This
tax was originally designed to
make sure that the very wealthy
were not able to avoid paying
taxes. Unfortunately, it has now
become a financial nightmare for
many in the middle class. Shea-
Porter has fought for this bill in
order to avoid an additional 20
million tax payers having their
tax bills increase next year by an
average of $2,300.

Shea-Porter’s efforts to fix the
problems with our AMT also
included a provision to close a
huge tax loophole for hedge fund
managers and to eliminate excess
deductions that the oil compa-
nies have been taking in order
to prevent adding to our nation-
al debt. This bill, passed over the
objections of many Republicans
in the House, still faces tough
opposition in the Senate. How-
ever, Shea-Porter will continue
to work hard on this bill because
it will help to support the mid-
dle class, which is a basic value
of hers.

She has also been working
to hold forums focusing on the
problems of the middle class so
that she can continue to be in

Weeitr Netesy HATE MAIL,

touch with the problems that
we, her constituents, face. I en-
courage you to remember in No-
vember how Carol Shea-Porter
is standing up for us and to tell
your friends so that she can con-
tinue her outstanding work in
Washington.

Elisa Bolton

Rye, NH

Senator Sunu-No

To the Editor:

John Sununu has done it
again. This week in Washington,
he voted once more to put the
special interests ahead of New
Hampshire’s interests. By voting
to cut Medicare reimbursement
rates, Sununu guaranteed it will
be harder for our seniors to find
doctors who will accept Medi-
care. Where are New Hamp-
shire’s seniors supposed to go?

John Sununu’s insistence on
putting special interests and in-
surance companies first is just
another reason why he’s part of
the problem. We need a Senator
who will put New Hampshire
first. John Sununu clearly cares
more about supporting the spe-
cial interests and that’s why he
won't be getting my vote anytime
soon.

Loreen Cornwall

Exeter, NH

Loreen:

For the record, Judd Gregg also
voted to profect the poor, pitiful
little insurance companies against
those evil, rapacious old sick peaple.
And his Senate term ends in Janu-
ary, 2011. So we can look forward
to him coming around again soon,
looking for votes like a zombie look-
ing for brains to eat.

The Editor

The M&M Show

To the Editor:

In April T wrote you saying
that John Morton, a Mainer who
urged attacking Iran, could join

with John McCain to push his
agenda of more and more war.
Soon after, I read about Michael
Mullen being made chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff to re-
place one who opposed attacking
Iran, making me think that Mc-
Cain and Mullen could be the
stand-ins for Bush and Cheney.

With Mullen dressed to kill
in a dazzling white suit deco-
rated with ribbons while Mc-
Cain sports a gaudy flag on his
chest, the team might win hearts
and votes by dancing to the same
loony tunes that made the wars
in Iraq and Vietnam so popular.
With two military guys sing-
ing loudly about bomb-bomb-
bombing Iran, The M&M Show
should be a big hit, especially in
Israel.

Marjorie Gallace

Camden, ME

Marjorie:

You missed your calling. You could
be working for the GOR instead of
writing to this obscure rag. McCain
and Mullen doing an elaborate
pro-war song and dance routine, a
la Busby Berkeley and George M.
Coban ... Brilliant!

The Editor

A Vote for Obama

To the Editor:

I am voting for Barack Obama
and so are a lot of progressive
Democrats, Independents and
Republicans. We have seen what
eight years of a rubber stamp
Congress has done (and not
done) to allow the Bush-Cheney
admistration to set our country
back fifty years, with their menu
of impeachable offenses and the
disaster of an unending war.

I have no delusions. Obama is
no Superman, who will reverse
the disastrous direction of our
government in the first one hun-
dred days, or the first year. The
old “business as usual” corporate
multi-billionaire CEQO hierar-
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