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The Fortnightly Rant

Peace Through Violence

The New York Times reported on 
Wednesday, under the headline, 
“Pentagon Is Expected to Close 
Intelligence Unit,” that Secretary 
of Defense Robert Gates “is ex-
pected to shut down its domestic 
spying unit, the Counterintelli-
gence Field Activity” (CIFA). 

“[T]he office, whose size and 
budget is classified, came under 
fierce criticism in 2005 after it 
was disclosed that it was manag-
ing a database that included in-
formation about antiwar protests 
planned at churches, schools and 
Quaker meeting halls.” 

The Times quoted unnamed 
“government officials” saying “the 
move … is part of a broad effort 
under … Gates to review, over-
haul and, in some cases, disman-
tle an intelligence architecture 
built by his predecessor, Donald 
H. Rumsfeld.” 

How reassuring. Birkenstock-

wearing grandmothers need no 
longer fear that their plans to 
hold peace vigils will be revealed 
to American generals. This bit of 
good news is yet another great 
public service from the Times, the 
paper whose stories were so use-
ful to Dick “Dick” Cheney back 
in 2002, when he was scaring 
America with campfire stories 
about Saddam Hussein building 
A-bombs in his basement. We’re 
grateful to “The Gray Lady” for 
letting us know that things are 
going back to normal. 

True, the Times does caution, 
in paragraph five, that “some of 
[CIFA’S] operations [will] be 
placed under the authority of the 
Defense Intelligence Agency.” 
But why worry about that? The 
offending bureaucratic entity is 
being punished, isn’t it? Its acro-
nym will be banished, won’t it? 
Who cares if its function goes on 

unimpeded?
We’re just a little disappoint-

ed that the Times’s cozy bed-
time story was written by Mark 
Mazzetti. For the full ironic ef-
fect, it should have been written 
by Elisabeth Bumiller, the Times 
reporter who said, in November, 
2004, during a panel discussion 
before an audience of students 
at the Medill School of Journal-
ism at Northwestern University 
in Chicago, that her newspaper 
is unable to report that Presi-
dent George W. Bush is lying, 
even when it knows that to be 
the case. “You can say Mr. Bush’s 
statement was not factually accu-
rate,” Bumiller told the students. 
“You can’t say the president is ly-
ing—that’s a judgment call.” Ap-
parently that standard applies to 
the Pentagon as well.

One day earlier, the American 
Civil Liberties Union reported 

that newly released unredacted 
documents show the Pentagon is 
“using the [Federal Bureau of In-
telligence, or FBI] to circumvent 
legal limits on its own [National 
Security Letter, or NSL] power 
and may have overstepped its au-
thority to obtain private and sen-
sitive records of people within 
the United States without court 
approval. The previously with-
held records also reveal that the 
military is secretly accessing these 
private records without provid-
ing training, guidance, or any real 
recordkeeping.” No wonder the 
Pentagon is willing to sacrifice 
CIFA—who needs that, when 
you’ve got the FBI?

While we’re on the rampant-
militarization-of-society beat, 
on March 28 the Pentagon an-
nounced what the Army Times 
calls a “new get-tough policy with 
colleges and universities that in-

terfere with the work of mili-
tary recruiters and Reserve Of-
ficer Training Corps programs.” 
The generals are rankled because 
some colleges refuse to give them 
access to student directories.

“Students can opt out of hav-
ing their information turned over 
to the military,” according to the 
Army Times, but “only if they opt 
out of having their information 
provided to all other recruiters,” 
and “schools cannot have policies 
that exclude only the military,” 
but give the data to civilian com-
panies.

Will New Hampshire 
Spark Bush’s Impeachment?
On April 16, the lower house 

of the New Hampshire Gen-
eral Court, as we quaintly call 
our state legislature, will vote on 

Vice President Dick “Dick” 
Cheney emerged from his secure 
undisclosed location in mid-
March for a tour of the Middle 
East. His agenda included a sur-
prise meeting in Baghdad with 
Iraq’s Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki. The meeting occurred on 
March 17; media reports gener-
ally noted that that was just “days 
before” the fifth anniversary of 
the start of the war. That was a 
true statement as far as it went, 
but we suspect it missed the real 
point of the timing. The meet-
ing took place exactly on the an-
niversary of George W. Bush’s 
grandiose and Oedipal declara-
tion that “Saddam Hussein and 
his sons must leave Iraq within 
48 hours.”

On March 19, in Oman, Mr. 
Cheney deigned to be inter-
viewed by ABC’s Martha Rad-
datz, who had the audacity to 
confront Cheney with the fact 
that “[t]wo-thirds of Americans 
say [the war in Iraq is] not worth 
fighting.” Cheney replied, “So?”

Raddatz persevered, asking, 
“So—you don’t care what the 
American people think?”

“No,” Cheney responded, “I 
think you cannot be blown off 
course by the fluctuations in the 
public opinion polls.” He then 
asked Raddatz to “[t]hink about 
what would have happened if 
Abraham Lincoln had paid at-
tention to polls, if they had had 
polls during the Civil War.” In 
case she did not get the point—
or simply could not believe that 
Cheney was actually comparing 
George W. Bush to the Great 

Emancipator—Cheney made the 
comparison explicit, saying, “this 
President has been very coura-
geous, very consistent, very de-
termined to continue down the 
course we were on and to achieve 
our objective. And that’s victory 
in Iraq … [ten lines of superflu-
ous boilerplate neo-con gibbber-
ish deleted].”

Not surprisingly, within days 
of Cheney’s visit all hell broke 
loose. 

On Sunday, March 23, the 
4,000th uniformed American 
service member was killed in 
Iraq; 97 percent of those deaths 
occurred after George W. Bush 
declared “Mission Accom-
plished” on May 1, 2003. 

The next day, the official Armed 
Forces Press Service character-
ized the renewed violence as “co-
alition and Iraqi personnel … 
bringing peace to the war-torn 
streets of Baghdad.”

In Basra on March 25, Iraqi 
government forces attacked Fire-
brand Cleric™ Moqtada al-Sa-
dr’s Mahdi Army. Prime Minis-
ter al-Maliki spoke of “victory,” 
and demanded that the Mahdi 
Army lay down their weapons. 
Saboteurs responded by blowing 
up the Zubair-1 oil pipeline. 

In Baghdad, rockets and mor-
tars fell on the Green Zone. In 
the middle of a Thursday af-
ternoon, a man named Tah-
sin al-Sheikhly was kidnapped 
from his home, which was then 
burned. His cars and his weap-
ons were stolen, and three of his 
bodyguards were killed. Mr. al-
Sheikhly later turned up dead. 

He had been a spokesperson for 
the Baghdad security plan.

In another new wrinkle on an 
old, wretched conflict, U.S. air-
craft began dropping bombs and 
firing missiles in direct support 
of Iraqi government forces. Pre-
viously, when Iraqi militia leaders 
had wanted to take out their ri-
vals, their available firepower was 
generally limited to AK-47s and 
rocket-propelled grenades. Now 
they can summon up Air Force 
F-16s and Navy F/A-18s armed 
with 500 lb. bombs and Hell-
fire™ missiles.

On March 30, al-Sadr ordered 
his Mahdi Army to abide by a 
cease-fire—brokered by Iran. 
Al-Sadr had demonstrated that 
his men could hold off the gov-
ernment, and they didn’t turn in 
their weapons as al-Maliki had 
demanded. If anyone could be 
said to have “won,” it was al-Sadr 
and the Iranians.

On April 1, Reuters reported 

that “923 civilians were killed in 
March, up 31 percent from Feb-
ruary [making March] the dead-
liest month since August 2007.”

President Bush, speaking in 
Ohio on March 27, referred to an 
increase in the number of soccer 
games visible from a military he-
licopter over Baghdad, and said 
they were “a sign that the surge 
is working and civil society is be-
ginning to grow. It is a sign nor-
malcy is returning back to Iraq.”

Requiescat in Pace
Sergeant David S. Stelmat, 27, 

of Littleton, New Hampshire, 
was killed Saturday, March 22, 
when his Humvee was destroyed 
by a roadside bomb. New Hamp-
shire’s 25th casualty in Iraq, Ser-
geant Stelmat was a medic with 
the 237th Military Police Co. of 
the New Hampshire Army Na-
tional Guard. Killed alongside 
Stelmat were Sergeant Thom-
as C. Ray, II, 40, of Weaverville, 
N.C. and Sergeant David B. Wil-

liams, 26, of Tarboro, N.C.
According to news reports, 

Stelmat had served as an Army 
infantryman in Afghanistan in 
2003 and 2004. The Boston Globe 
quoted Stelmat’s mother, Mary-
anne Rennel of Littleton, saying 
her son “had a very, very tough 
time launching bombs when he 
knew human beings were on the 
other end.” The Manchester Union 
Leader reported, also quoting his 
mother, that Stelmat “received a 
general discharge in 2003 after 
he laid down his weapon in defi-
ance of his superior’s order.”

Following his discharge from 
the regular Army, Stelmat trained 
as an Emergency Medical Tech-
nician before enlisting as a medic 
with the Guard. 

Stelmat’s high school guid-
ance counselor characterized his 
intent for the Union Leader: “I’m 
going to go back to heal and do 
good. I’m not going to carry a 
gun.”

News Briefs

New, Improved Pentagon Domestic Spying—Now With Fewer Calories
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South Street and Vine

Wine for the table, not for the cellar.

Tues., Wed., Thurs. & Sun.: 11 am - 6 pm
    Fri., and Sat. - 9 am - 6 pm

    Mon. - Closed

359 Marcy St • 430-2984

www.RudisPortsmouth.com
(603) 430-RUDI (7834)

20 High Street

Hours: 
11:30 - 3:00

4:00 - Close
Late Night Menu Tues-Sat

Eliot Auto
Used Cars - Reasonable
Service & Towing, too

Rt 236 Eliot, Me
(207) 439-0263 163 Islington St ~ 436-7330

427-2919

“We’re worth the trip.”

Market Square Jewelers
Peter T. Henry & Joan K. Henry

12 Market Square, Portsmouth, NH 03801
(603) 430-9587

Estate Jewelers
Buy • Sell • Trade

Loose Gems • Antique Restoration • Repairs
Gold • Silver • Costume • Bead Restringing

Where the grass is 
always greener.

Natural/organic 
fertilizing programs

ALL SEASON LAWN CARE
PO Box 645

Cape Neddick, ME 03902
(207) 361-1500

News Briefs, Continued
from page one

House Resolution 24, petition-
ing Congress to “commence im-
peachment procedures against 
President Bush and Vice Presi-
dent Cheney.” 

The bill is sponsored by Rep. 
Betty Hall (Hillsboro Coun-
ty, District 5, Brookline). The 
fact that she includes Cheney 
in it proves Betty wasn’t fooling 
around when she wrote it. 

The bill notes that section 603 
of Jefferson’s Manual of Parlia-
mentary Practice, which the U.S. 
House of Representatives adopt-
ed in 1837, “states that an im-
peachment may be set in motion 
… by charges transmitted from 
the legislature of a state.” 

If HR 24 passes the New 
Hampshire House—it does not 
need to pass the Senate, for rea-
sons too arcane to go into here—
then Secretary of State William 
Gardner will transmit it to the 
U.S. House of Representatives, 
who will be obliged to take it up. 

Our latest encouragement 
to further this admirable proj-
ect comes from Barbara Hilton, 
who urges everyone to call, rath-
er than write—there’s not much 
time—their local Representa-
tives and urge them to vote in fa-
vor of HR 24 on April 16. 

Barbara also passes along some 
thoughts on promoting the bill. 
Apparently a Majority Report 
on HR 24 opposed its passage. 
Pamela Coughlin, the author of 
that report, Barbara says, “was 
not present for more than five 

minutes of the four-hour hear-
ing.” If your Representative wa-
vers on supporting HR 24, Bar-
bara recommends asking him to 
read Eleanor Kjellman’s Minori-
ty Report before he votes. “And if 
they ask if there will be a roll call 
vote, the answer is Yes. That tells 
them their vote will be recorded 
in history. If they are unsure what 
that means, ask a number of peo-
ple who voted up or down for 
the Nixon impeachment crimes. 
Their vote is recorded in histo-
ry.”

Play Ball!
The subject of half this well-

deserved animosity, George W. 
Bush himself, swaggered to the 
pitcher’s mound at the new Na-
tionals Park on Sunday, to throw 
out a ceremonial First Pitch. He 
received a resounding chorus of 
boos from the audience. 

Mortgage Meltdown
It was churlish of those Na-

tional fans to boo Bush—they 
could afford a ticket! They’re do-
ing better than some folks. Aar-
on Wider’s former customers, for 
instance. 

Wider owns HTFC Corpora-
tion, which has been in the busi-
ness of originating sub-prime 
loans and packaging them for 
sale to outfits like GMAC Bank. 
GMAC is suing HTFC for 
breach of contract: refusing to re-
purchase “certain loans that were 
improperly underwritten and not 
investment quality.” A deposition 
taken during that lawsuit sheds 
light on the character of the peo-
ple who have brought the world’s 
economy to the brink of collapse. 
In these excerpts, Q represents 
counsel for GMAC, and A rep-
resents Wider.

Q. Okay. You’re not employed by 
HTFC Corporation?

A. No, I own HTFC Corpora-

tion. Be specific.
Q. Okay. And what do the ini-

tials HTFC mean?
A. Hit That F_____’ Clown. 

That’s what it means. It’s an acro-
nym.

During the deposition, Wider 
used various forms of the Anglo-
Saxon F-bomb 73 times, com-
pared to just 14 uses of the more 
common legal term “contract.” 
The plaintiff ’s lawyer, although 
he maintained his civility, did on 
occasion challenge Wider’s bel-
ligerent attitude.

Q. Are you very pleased with 
yourself, sir?

A. Yes, I am.
Q. Because you’re trying to perpe-

trate a fraud and hide it?
A. Go ____ yourself, Bob. Now, 

you’re going to have to wait.
Q. Sir, if you keep walking out 

…
A. Shut the ____ up.
Q. Here we go again.
A. I have a business to run.
Q. You don’t have a business to 

run. You have a deposition.
A. Shut the ____ up. Don’t tell 

me what to do. You sit there. You’re 
on the payroll. You can sit there and 
juice your client; you’re not juicing 
me. [Wider leaves the room.]

In addition to a certain tawdry 
and sophomoric thrill, this depo-
sition gives an interesting glimpse 
of how some of those billions of 
dollars that American taxpayers 
and their children will eventually 
pay, were actually stolen.

Q. What was the purpose …
A. None of your …
Q. … for buying a proper-

ty for $525,000 and on the same 
day, conveying it to a trust, and 
then conveying it back to you for 
$1,150,000?

Looks like the purpose was 
to buy property, inflate its val-
ue through bogus transactions, 
package the mortgage as a securi-
ty, get it stamped “Federally Ap-
proved” by a conveniently blind 
watchdog, and sell it. When the 
bottom falls out, John Q. Public 
will pick up the tab.

As we understand it, the suit is 
still going forward; this business 
only came to light now because 
the judge fined Wider’s lawyer 
$29,000 for failure to restrain his 
client.

Spitzer Story 
Swallowed By Scandal

On February 14, the Washing-
ton Post ran an op-ed piece about 
predatory lenders. Written by a 

widely-respected former U.S. at-
torney, it noted that “[p]redatory 
lending was widely understood to 
present a looming national crisis” 
years ago, but “the Bush adminis-
tration looked the other way and 
did nothing to protect American 
homeowners.”

In fact, the former prosecutor 
wrote, when the states stepped 
in and wrote new laws, and tried 
to use laws already on the books 
to rein in predatory lenders, the 
Bush administration “embarked 
on an aggressive and unprec-
edented campaign to prevent 
states from protecting their resi-
dents from the very problems to 
which the federal government 
was turning a blind eye.”

The “obscure federal agency” 
doing the administration’s bid-
ding was the Office of the Comp-
troller of the Currency (OCC), 
which has, for “140 years … ex-
amined the books of national 
banks to make sure they were bal-
anced, an important but uncon-
troversial function.” In 2003, “for 
the first time in its history, the 
OCC was used as a tool against 
consumers.” It “invoked a clause 
from the 1863 National Bank 
Act,” and blocked the states’ ef-

Visit
La Escobilla 
Turtle Camp

www.OnlyTheBestTravel.com
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The Flag Police were on a mission Wednesday. They had had a confirmed 
report, just one day earlier, that a State Street financial institution was 
still flying the same proud-but-decrepit banner for which it had been cit-
ed on December 28 and March 21. With the wind howling at 9 on the 
Beaufort Scale, the Flag Police set out determined to obtain the most de-
finitive and damning damned evidence they could. But when they arrived 
at the crime scene, they found the flagpole as bare as Mother Hubbard’s 
cupboard. Either the institution had lowered the flag intentionally, or the 
winds had removed it from the local squad’s jurisdiction. In lieu of that 
bust, the Flag Police are pleased to acknowledge a citizen’s arrest by Mr. 
James Kilcoyne, of this city, who submitted the above image, “reproduced 
& published (without a blush) by Comcast, 676 Island Pond Rd., Man-
chester, NH 03109.”

The American Dream: have a great idea, work hard, and make millions. 
The Republican theory: the government should get out of the way and let 
entrepreneurs do what they do best. The proof that it all works: Efraim 
E. Diveroli, 22, CEO of AEY Inc., of Miami Beach, FL, top supplier, 
through a Pentagon contract, of ammunition to the police and military 
forces of Afghanistan. Sadly, Democrats in Congress are crabbing about the 
$300,000,000 contract. They’re not happy because the ammunition sup-
plied by AEY came in “decomposing packaging,” “from the aging stockpiles 
of the old Communist bloc,” is “unreliable and obsolete,” and had to be de-
stroyed at a further cost of “millions of dollars.”

forts to protect consumers—thus 
giving a crooked industry more 
time to loot the nation.

Unfortunately, the author of 
this op-ed piece, New York Gov-
ernor Eliot Spitzer, had spent 
the night before—and $4,300 in 
cash—at the Mayflower Hotel in 
Washington, DC with a woman 
to whom he was not married. 

Thanks to that arcane branch 
of calculus known as American 
politics, the sordid fact that the 
governor spent the night before 
Valentine’s Day with a whore in-
stead of his wife has apparently 
exonerated the Bush administra-
tion for its role in the pending 
collapse of the global economy.

The official story of Spitzer’s 

downfall is that he was “hoist on 
his own petard,” caught by bank-
ing bureaucrats who noticed odd 
transactions, which then trig-
gered further scrutiny. That sto-
ry was well-entrenched in the 
public’s memory banks before a 
second, more interesting one sur-
faced.

Did He Fall? 
Or Was He Pushed?

On March 16, Robert Novak 
wrote in his syndicated column 
that “Republican political opera-
tive Roger Stone, Eliot Spitzer’s 
longtime antagonist, predicted 
his political demise more than 
three months in advance.” 

Novak’s benign description is 
a model of understatement; if 

Stone is a “Republican political 
operative,” then the Devil op-
erates a tropical resort. By his 
own account, Stone played his 
first political dirty trick in first 
grade. As one of his first profes-
sional efforts, working under Jeb 
Magruder for Richard Nixon, he 
made a contribution to a Nixon 
rival in the name of the Young 
Socialist Alliance, and leaked the 
receipt to the Manchester Union 
Leader.

In his column, though, No-
vak denied that Stone had set up 
Spitzer. “Stone had nothing to do 
with the investigation,” Novak 

wrote, “and said he had not heard 
about it when he made” the pre-
diction on Michael Smerconish’s 
talk show December 6. 

The Miami Herald threw 
a match at Novak’s claim of 
Stone’s innocence on March 21, 
with a piece by Amy Driscoll. It 
said that Stone’s lawyer had sent 
a letter to the FBI alleging that 
Spitzer had “used the services of 
high-priced call girls” in Florida. 
Stone had this information from 
“a social contact in an adult-
themed club.”

The letter was sent on No-
vember 19. By January 26, the 

FBI had staked out Spitzer in a 
Washington hotel. 

Get Radio-Active!
Portsmouth Community Ra-

dio (WSCA-LP FM; 106.1 on 
your dial) is holding its Spring 
Membership Drive April 5th 
through April 12th. Gazette read-
ers are required by law to become 
new members or renew their ex-
isting memberships during the 
week. Call in your membership 
at (603) 430-9722, or donate on-
line at www.portsmouthcommu-
nityradio.org.

Jazzmouth
On Thursday, April 10, there 

will be a comedy and spoken 
word show at the Press Room, 
to benefit Jazzmouth. The show 
will run from 7:00 p.m. to 9, 
cover is $7. Jazzmouth, the main 
event, kicks off Sunday, April 20. 
Check out Jazzmouth.org for the 
complete, incredible lineup. 

Opening Day at 
The Jimmy LaPanza Lounge
Tuesday, April 8th, starting at 

11:30 a.m., in the Jimmy Lapan-
za Lounge, it’s the Portsmouth 
Brewery’s 2nd Annual Opening 
Day party. What more could one 
ask of life?

Celebrate the Sox’s return to 
Fenway and raise money for the 
Jimmy Fund. To attend the party, 
you must first join the Brewery’s 
Jimmy Fund Team team and 
make a $5 (minimum) online 
contribution: 

(1) Go to www.rallyagainst-
cancer.org, (2) Click on the Join 
a Team button, (3) Find “Team 
Sox” from the dropdown menu 
and click “continue” to join. 

Teams from all around New 
England are competing to make 
the largest donation in order to 
win a visit from Dustin Pedroia 
later this season. There will be 
a silent auction of a pair of Sox 
tickets, and a raffle with prizes.

Sustainability Fair
A Sustainability Fair will be 

held Sat., April 19 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at Portsmouth Middle 
School.  
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On the Waterfront, at 37 Bow St, 
in Downtown Portsmouth, NH

(603) 431-5967
www.pocosbowstreetcantina.com

We’re BACK!
• Renovated Cantina

• Completely New Kitchen!
• Same Warm Fireplace

• As Always, Great Food and Drink

now offering short run

(& color copies)digital color printing
PHINE S

V

graphic design/printing solutions�

436.4402
108 Penhallow

downtown Portsmouth since 1979
info@phineasgraphics.com

Shades, Blinds & Shutters
Lower Prices

Ultimate Window Shade Co.
(207) 838-0780

Golf Balls 
For Sale

U-Pic
436-9120

100 Peverly Hill Road

Moving Pictures

Baseball Movies
by Rodman Philbrick

Scientists would have us be-
lieve that Spring begins on 

March 20th or thereabouts—
something to do with the tilt of 
the planet. Apparently the earth 
tilts so the snow can slide off and 
make room for all the mud. But 
the true daughters and sons of 
New England know that spring 
doesn’t really get sprung until 
Opening Day, which is closely 
aligned to the tilting of beer bot-
tles in a refreshing celebration 
of baseball. This year the blessed 
event occurs on the eighth day 
of April, when they unlock Fen-
way Park, and the scalping of box 
seats truly begins: a family out-
ing under the Green Monster 
shouldn’t set you back more than 
a few thousand dollars, not in-
cluding popcorn or parking.

Our national pastime has been 
around a lot longer than mov-
ies—they were batting balls 

around makeshift diamonds be-
tween battles in the Civil War—
but as soon as “action!” became 
a verb, baseball was up there on 
the big screen. Here’s a totally ar-
bitrary selection of a few of the 
better baseball flicks, presented 
in alphabetical order. You’ve al-
ready seen ‘em, but if you can’t 
afford tickets for real thing (see 
above), settle back behind your 
own home plate and wait for the 
wind-up.

The Babe is a pretty good bi-
opic of George Herman Ruth, 
Jr., AKA “Babe,” “The Bambino,” 
“The Home Run King,” “The 
Sultan of Swat.” Abandoned by 
his saloon-owing parents at age 
seven, he was raised in a Cath-
olic orphanage. John Goodman 
does a fine job embodying The 
Babe, with James Cromwell as 
the legendary Brother Mathias, 
who taught the kid the funda-
mentals of a little game called 
baseball. Don’t feel sorry for The 

Babe, though—he gets to grow 
up and marry Kelly McGillis, 
plus whack sixty out of the park 
in one year, juiced on nothing 
stronger than hot dogs, candy 
bars, and rye whiskey.

Before The Bad News Bears be-
came a franchise it was an excel-
lent original story with the great 
Walter Matthau as Morris But-
termaker, a former pro baseball 
coach who drinks his way into 
managing a failed Little League 
team. Tatum O’Neil’s best juve-
nile role by far—she’s great as the 
scrappy little pitcher who won’t 
give up. Well crafted all around. 
If you haven’t seen it recently, 
you’re in for a treat.

Bang The Drum Slowly, based 
on a fine novel by the late Mark 
Harris, stars Robert DeNiro 
as the none-too-bright utility 
catcher who learns he has a ter-
minal disease, but wants to play 
one more season for New York 
Mammoths. DeNiro nails it, no 

surprise, and Michael Moriarty 
is solid as “Author” Wiggen, the 
bright, creative star pitcher who 
is DeNiro’s truest friend. 

The Bingo Long Traveling All-
Stars & Motor Kings takes us be-
hind the scenes in the old Na-
tional Negro League. Billy Dee 
Williams leads off as the all-star 
pitcher who takes his team of on 
a wild, sometimes hilarious barn-
storming season in the 1930’s. 
With James Earl Jones behind the 
plate and Richard Pryor in right 
field you can’t go wrong. Based on 
the William Brasher novel.

Bull Durham needs no intro-
duction. Costner is convinc-
ing, Tim Robbins is all loosey-
goosey as the original Jonathan 
Papelbon, and Susan Sarandon 
is sweet and sexy as the Baseball 
Annie who knows that breaking 
in rookies is a strange and deli-
cate business.

Damn Yankees. The official 
name of that particular team for 

those who live north of Hartford. 
A musical, with Ray Walston as 
the Devil himself—this was long 
before George Steinbrenner 
filled that role.

Eight Men Out makes the oc-
casional error—the dialogue has 
a few splinters—but as a pe-
riod piece it can’t be beat. John 
Sayles adapts the Eliot Asinof 
book about the 1919 White Sox, 
some of whom helped throw the 
World Series in a betting scandal 
that nearly destroyed the game. 
The mostly terrific cast includes 
John Cusak, Bill Irwin, David 
Strathairn, and D.B.Sweeney as 
Shoeless Joe Jackson of “say it 
ain’t so” fame.

Uh, oh—it’s the bottom of the 
ninth. No more time (or column 
inches) for baseball patter. Here 
come the closing fastballs: It 
Happens Every Spring, A League 
of Their Own, Major League, The 
Natural, The Rookie.

You’re out! 

By Kris E. Roberts

[Note: Rep. Roberts’ proposal is at 
odds with the current push to rein-
state Manchester as a full-service 
facility. We don’t know if his posi-
tion is correct, but the current situ-
ation is intolerable.—The Ed.]

It has been repeatedly stated 
that New Hampshire is the 

only state that doesn’t have a full 
service Veteran’s Administration 
Hospital to provide quality med-
ical care to the state’s approxi-
mately 131,000 veterans. Howev-
er, few have asked if a full-service 
hospital located in Manchester is 
really in the best interest of New 
Hampshire’s veterans.

The VA health care system was 
established to provide rehabilita-

tion and continuing care of vet-
erans injured during wartime 
service. By the 1970’s, the VA 
had changed its primary mis-
sion, from providing treatment 
of service-connected disabilities, 
to treating low-income veterans 
with medical conditions unrelat-
ed to military service. By 1994, 
2.7 million, or 10.3% of all U.S. 
veterans—or approximately 23% 
of veterans with service-con-
nected disabilities—were using 
VA hospitals and/or clinics for 
medical services. 

During the early 90’s the VA 
suffered from a tarnished rep-
utation of bureaucracy, ineffi-
ciency and mediocre care. Un-
til the passage of the Veterans 
Health Care Eligibility Reform 
Act (VHCERA) in 1996, the 

VA was largely a hospital-based 
service, offering general medical 
and surgical care, and specialized 
care in mental health, spinal cord 
injuries, amputations, blindness, 
and long-term care. 

In 1996, VHCERA restruc-
tured the VA, from a hospital 
system to a health care system, 
reducing hospital and longterm 
beds from 92,000 to 53,000. By 
the year 2000, primary care vis-
its had increased 35%, while in-
patient admissions dropped by 
36%. Total bed days were re-
duced by 68%.

By 2003, the number of vet-
erans receiving medical care 
through the VA increased by 
75%, from 2.8 to 4.9 million. 
The VA had transformed from a 
wartime service-connected treat-

ment and rehabitation system to 
an important safety net for many 
poor, uninsured and at-risk vet-
erans.

Because the VA’s mission has 
changed, I believe that a full ser-
vice hospital in its current loca-
tion (Manchester) will not pro-
vided better services for New 
Hampshire’s veterans. A veteran 
living in northern New Hamp-
shire will still have to get up early 
and drive three or four hours to 
Manchester. A veteran in Keene 
won’t be able to make it over 
Temple Mountain in the winter.

It is only a matter of time be-
fore the nation goes to univer-
sal health care. One candidate 
for president calls for mandatory 
health insurance, providing any-
one dissatisfied with their cur-

rent medical situation with the 
ability to find a better provider 
with government financial aid if 
neecesary. Why would a veter-
an living in Keene want to drive 
to Manchester or White River 
Jct. when he or she could use a 
health-care provider that could 
provide them primary care ser-
vices often the same day or with-
in a few days?

It would take seven to ten years 
to get funding, complete con-
struction, and earn accreditation 
for a full-service hospital. Dur-
ing that time, about 40% of all 
veterans would have passed on. 
Even with the current wars, the 
U.S. is not making enough new 
combat veterans to replace the 
number of veterans we are losing. 
Additionally, as veterans age, the 

A Full Service Veteran’s Hospital? Or a Full Service Medical Center?



Friday, April 4, 2008 - The New Hampshire Gazette  - Page �

Residential/Commercial • Fully Insured • Remodeling
Winterization • Restoration • Additions • Decks

Bruce D. Montville
718 State St.

Portsmouth, NH 03801
(603) 433-3224

Mont’s Construction 

Northcountry Chronicle

Happy Anniversary


  

     





















150 Congress Street
Portsmouth, NH
603-766-FISH

p  26 Fortnightly Issues, Now Mailed First Class  P

First Name:

Last Name:

Street Address:

Town, City, or Burg:

State: Zip Code:

Gift Of: (Where Applicable)

+ 4:

Mail this form with your check for $20 to: 
New Hampshire Gazette, PO Box 756, Portsmouth, NH 03802. 

Please print clearly. Offer good in U.S. only.

New Hampshire Gazette Subscriptions

Supporting Subscribers Only: Please Check Box at Right:
(Supporting Subscribers pay the standard $20/yr, but make their 

money go twice as far for us by picking up their own papers 
at one of our many convenient locations.)

Supporting

Subscriber

by William Marvel

Five years ago on March 23 
I joined about a thousand 

other veterans on the Mall in 
Washington to protest the inva-
sion of Iraq. The march had been 
planned for weeks, and at least 
five thousand vets had been ex-
pected, but George Bush pre-
empted it by launching his inva-
sion before we even arrived, thus 
convincing many that the effort 
would be useless. They were right, 
as it turned out: demonstrating 
the will of the people to the Bush 
administration, through either 
mass action or the ballot box, 
has always proven to be a futile 
exercise. Half a million protes-
tors had descended on New York 
City the previous month without 
making the slightest impression 
on the neocons who were schem-
ing to turn Iraq into an Ameri-
can colony.

Oh, it won’t cost us much, 
promised the Republican scum 
who pushed hardest for war. On 
March 27, 2003, both Secretary 
of Defense Donald Rumsfeld and 

his chief deputy, Paul Wolfowitz, 
told the House Appropriations 
Committee that the money for 
Iraq’s reconstruction would come 
from the vast wealth in Iraq. 
President Bush’s assigned liar, 
Ari Fleischer, had been parroting 
that line for months, prompted 
by the claims of Pentagon poli-
cymaker Richard Perle.

Now American taxpayers have 
paid out nearly three-quarters of 
a trillion dollars on that point-
less and mutually demoralizing 
endeavor, and the end lies no-
where in sight. Some experts 
predict a three-trillion-dollar 
price tag, even if the war end-
ed today, because of the unseen 
costs that linger long after the 
fighting stops. However accu-
rate, such predictions fail to im-
press the public mind because 
words like “billion” and “trillion” 
seem to have lost their meaning: 
they define numbers too large 
for the average imagination to 
grasp.

Between my fascination with 
words and my obsession with 
history I discovered, only a few 

weeks ago, that “billion” first en-
tered the American lexicon un-
der its current definition as a 
means of describing the cost of 
the Civil War. Near the end of 
1863 newspaper critics of Lin-
coln’s war were complaining that 
it had already cost “fifteen hun-
dred millions of dollars” in bad-
ly devalued greenbacks (which 
were, however, worth at least 
two hundred times more than 
the George Bush dollar of 2008). 
Needing a larger number, Web-
ster’s new and revised American 
Dictionary for 1864 first noted 
the French definition of “billion” 
as “a thousand millions.”

It’s worth noting, too, that we 
had not stopped paying for the 
Civil War when the rockets start-
ed falling on Baghdad. The last 
widow of a Confederate soldier 
was still collecting her pension 
that spring of 2003. A century 
hence, heirs will probably still be 
collecting federal subsidies from 
the Bush fiasco.

Traveling to and from Wash-
ington on that weekend five years 
ago, I realized for the first time 

that most Americans, or at least 
a vocal minority, had been con-
vinced that the invasion was mor-
ally correct and politically justifi-
able.  Herded by adult handlers, 
schoolchildren gathered at street 
corners to cheer U.S. troops with 
posters reading “Freedom isn’t 
Free.” Oversized American flags 
sprouted on the fantails of SUVs 
that best represented the genesis 
of the war. Clear Channel radio 
stations dutifully recounted the 
exploits of “our heroes” against 
the “bad guys” in a campaign of 
pandering and propaganda that 
made Joseph Goebbels seem like 
an amateur.

Now many of those who ad-
vocated and applauded the war 
understand how mistaken they 
were, or how deliberately their 
government misled them. Oth-
ers have at least come to regret 
the consequences, like monetary 
collapse and the disappearance 
of federal aid. Stubborn die-
hards refuse to admit error, as 
the popularity of John McCain 
attests, but most of the public fi-
nally appears to have rejected the 

selfish, chauvinistic, and undem-
ocratic tendencies of the Bush 
administration and its congres-
sional adherents.

That national epiphany is 
only an illusion. All the ingre-
dients yet flourish that allowed 
the American people to initiate 
or condone a war of aggression. 
The political posturing that led 
Hillary Clinton to vote for the 
invasion still prompts Barack 
Obama to continue funding the 
war. The cringing fear that per-
suaded American citizens to ex-
change their liberty for domestic 
government spying and intrusive 
police power still drives the de-
mand for fortress-like munici-
pal buildings and schools that 
seem like prisons. The pervasive 
greed that made us World En-
emy Number One in the strug-
gle for global resources persists 
unabated, inviting another re-
buke of our economic and cul-
tural condescension. When that 
rebuke inevitably comes, the de-
pendably dim-witted American 
people will resort to the same old 
counterproductive responses.

VA will be losing even more vet-
erans to Medicare.

Many of the best VA full-
service hospitals have working 
agreements with top-notch med-
ical and nursing schools. There 
are none located in Manches-
ter. Without a certain patient 
load, doctors wouldn’t be able to 
maintain their skills. Finally, even 
on the private side, there are very 
few full service-hospitals that 
“do it all” in the U.S.—the cost of 
non-medical schools maintain-
ing full-service hospitals can’t be 
justified.

It is time for New Hampshire 
to set the example for the rest 
of the nation. New Hampshire 
needs seven or eight primary 

care clinics, possibly co-located, 
but separate from with local hos-
pitals, located around the state, 
to ensure that no veteran has to 
travel more than a hour for ser-
vices, giving veterans the ability 
to call in for same-day appoint-
ments. No longer would veter-
ans have to wait sixty to ninety 
days or more for follow-up ap-
pointments with their primary 
care provider. Each of these clin-
ics would have the authority to 
make local, fee-based decisions, 
if it is in the best interest of the 
veteran. Such clinics would allow 
family members to take an active 
role in the veteran’s health care.

Due to the fact that approxi-
mately 40% of the VA medical 

services are for psychiatric care, 
there needs to be an increase in 
the number of fully-staffed Vet 
Centers. Such centers are ex-
tremely important to veterans, 
and their families.

Finally, there needs to be a 
full-service medical center where 
veterans can receive specialized 
care. Such a facility, if centrally 
located, should have an informa-
tion technology system capable 
of scheduling all the veterans’ 
appointments on the same day, 
as well as same-day prescription 
drug service. This should reduce 
the present thirty-day-plus wait 
for specialty care. Any veteran 
requiring major surgery could be 
provided transportation to the 

nearest and best-qualified VA 
hospital, for example, West Rox-
bury for bypass surgery or pace-
makers. If it is determined to be 
in the best interest of the veteran, 
again, the surgery could be au-
thorized on a fee-basis.

One of the major problems 
with the current VA system is 
transportation. The VA could 
run two shuttles a day from each 
clinic to the medical center, re-
sulting in fewer missed appoint-
ment, which would improve the 
overall health of the veterans. I 
believe that this would result in 
fewer strokes, bypasses, amputa-
tions and other costly but pre-
ventable conditions.

Without question, such a sys-

tem would not only provide ev-
ery veteran that desires VA med-
ical services easy access, but time-
ly treatment, while maintaining 
that separation many veterans 
need and desire. Additionally, it 
would do so with major cost-sav-
ings. It is a well accepted fact that 
certain wartime and military in-
juries or disabilities don’t transfer 
very well to the civilian medical 
system. It is important that the 
VA founding mission be main-
tained.

4
Rep. Kris E. Roberts, Lt. Col., 

U.S.M.C. (Ret) of Keene, is Chair-
man of the State and Federal Af-
fairs and Veterans Affairs Commit-
tee. 
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New Hampshire: 
Impeachment Is In Our Hands

To the Editor:
We here in New Hampshire 

have the opportunity, over the 
next two weeks, to change the 
direction of our country and the 
world. One of our State Rep-
resentatives, 87-year-old Betty 
Hall, has introduced House Res-
olution 24 into the State Legis-
lature calling on the U.S. Con-
gress to begin the Impeachment 
of George W. Bush and Dick 
Cheney. This State Resolution is 
a legal action and tool given us 
by our forefathers to use during 
times of extreme circumstance 
such as we are experiencing to-
day. If this resolution passes—it 
is expected to be voted on April 
16th—the U.S. Congress must 
begin the investigation that will 
hold our leaders accountable. 
This does not need to be passed 
by the State Senate or signed by 
the Governor—only your State 
Representatives are involved.

If you believe as I do that our 
Country and our Constitution 
are in deep trouble, that our sys-
tem of checks and balances is not 
working, then it is imperative 
that you call your State Repre-
sentatives and tell them how you 
feel. 

This is not a partisan issue. 
Well-known Republican Patrick 
Buchanan has written exten-
sively about this in his book Day 
of Reckoning, as have others, in-
cluding former New York Rep-
resentative Elizabeth Holtzman, 
who sat on the U.S. House Judi-

ciary Committee during the Im-
peachment of Richard Nixon, in 
her book entitled The Impeach-
ment of George W. Bush. Repre-
sentative John C. Conyers, Jr., 
the current chairman of the U.S. 
House Judiciary Committee, has 
also written a book entitled The 
Constitution in Crisis: the High 
Crimes of the Bush Administration. 
Why then, you may ask, is he not 
pursuing impeachment at this 
time? I, as well as others, believe 
it is because of pressure from the 
Democratic Party Leadership to 
not rock the boat in an election 
year.

As a deeply concerned citizen 
I don’t think that politics should 
enter into this decision. We are 
talking about the welfare of our 
country. You have it in your pow-
er to do something about this. 
Think of what can happen if 
enough of us demand this of our 
State Representatives!

In the interests of providing in-
formation on this subject to you, 
I am hoping that you will take 
this opportunity to view a video 
made last July by respected, inde-
pendent journalist Bill Moyers, 
in which he discusses impeach-
ment with constitutional scholar 
Bruce Fein. The link is: www.pbs.
org/moyers/journal/07132007/
profile.html.

Please take this opportuni-
ty and watch the video linked 
above, learn as much as you can 
about this issue before it comes 
before the full New Hampshire 
House, and call your State Rep-
resentatives. 

Thank you.
Barbara G. Hilton
Portsmouth, NH 

4
Two Physician Surveys: 

National Health Insurance
To the Editor:
Our multi-payer health care 

system, with over 1,200 private, 
for-profit insurance companies, 
is broken. We spend the most 
in the industrialized world, per 
capita, for health care, but have 

poorer health outcomes. There 
are 47 million uninsured; many 
more are underinsured. In New 
Hampshire, 137,971 are unin-
sured, which exceeds Manches-
ter’s population. Death nation-
wide due to lack of insurance 
is 22,000 per year, eight times 
the one-time loss of life in the 
9/11 incident. Multi-payer bu-
reaucratic paperwork and over-
head expenses waste 31% of ev-
ery healthcare dollar. On a daily 
basis, physicians have witnessed 
their patients’ quality of employ-
er-based coverage dwindle, some 
losing it altogether to face bank-
ruptcies and financial ruin.

An important new study, pub-
lished in April 2008 by research-
ers at Indiana University, reflects 
a shift in thinking among U.S. 
physicians. A solid majority of 
doctors—59 per cent—now sup-
port national health insurance. A 
plan that involves a single, fed-
erally administered social insur-
ance fund guaranteeing health 
coverage for everyone. 

Last fall a survey of New 
Hampshire physicians was spon-
sored by the New Hampshire 
Medical Society, and conducted 
by the University of New Hamp-
shire. The survey found that 81% 
of respondents agree healthcare 
should be “available to all citi-
zens as part of the social contract, 
a right similar to basic education, 
police and fire protection,” with 
94% of primary care physicians 
endorsing this view. Two thirds 
of New Hampshire physicians, 
including 81% of primary care 
clinicians, indicated they “would 
favor a simplified payer system 
in which public funds, collected 
through taxes, were used to pay 
directly for services to meet the 
basic healthcare needs of all citi-
zens.”

Both Republican and Demo-
cratic presidential candidates’ 
health care reform proposals do 
differ, but all have the same cen-
terpiece—preservation of the 
flawed private-for-profit insur-

ance system. Incremental chang-
es that are proposed offer varying 
packaged embellishments, but 
do not address the core problem 
of financing. These two physi-
cian surveys are in concert with 
65 percent of Americans who are 
clamoring for change. Let us call 
for our political leaders to replace 
the private for-profit-insurance 
company system and implement 
a non-profit, single-payer na-
tional health insurance system, 
and thus to stand squarely for the 
health of the American people.

Marcosa J. Santiago, MD
Rumney, NH
Chair, Granite State Physi-

cians for a National Health Pro-
gram

4
Another Bush Disaster 

in Kosovo
To the Editor:
Our country has been fight-

ing in Iraq for more than five 
years, and is spending nearly a 
billion dollars a day in this war. 
Four thousand of our soldiers are 
dead, and some 30,000 have been 
seriously wounded. How terribly 
tragic! Do you recall how the 
media and almost all members 
of Congress did not question the 
actions by the Bush administra-
tion on the buildup to the Iraq 
War? Has anybody taken notice 
of what President George Bush 
is doing in Kosovo? 

As a military veteran, I am 
shocked that the Bush adminis-
tration recognized Kosovo’s de-
claring independence from Ser-
bia. This is an extremely danger-
ous policy. Not only is this action 
in violation of international law, 
but the current leaders of Koso-
vo were members of a terrorist 
group called the Kosovo Lib-
eration Army (KLA). The KLA 
have documented links to al-Qa-
eda and have also been connected 
to the destruction or desecration 
of at least 150 Christian church-
es and monasteries in Kosovo. 

The Washington Times report-
ed on May 4, 1999 that “Some 

members of the Kosovo Libera-
tion Army … were trained in ter-
rorist camps run by international 
fugitive Osama bin Laden.” The 
newspaper cited intelligence re-
ports that said “bin Laden’s or-
ganization, known as al-Qaeda, 
has both trained and financial-
ly supported the KLA.” Mark 
Kramer, a senior fellow at Har-
vard University, recently wrote in 
the Washington Post that the new 
Kosovo prime minister, Hashim 
Thaci, “was involved in terrorist 
acts as a KLA leader.”

Last week President George 
Bush authorized military weap-
ons to be sent to Kosovo. Bush 
stated the weapons being sent 
“will strengthen the security of 
the United States and promote 
world peace.” How can supplying 
military weapons to known ter-
rorists with past ties to al-Qaeda 
promote world peace? Why isn’t 
our Congress calling for hearings 
on the egregious and reckless 
policies the Bush administration 
is making in Kosovo? Why isn’t 
the media doing any investiga-
tive reporting on Bush’s policies 
in Kosovo? 

Please call your elected repre-
sentatives in Congress to demand 
hearings on the Bush adminis-
tration policies in Kosovo. The 
U.S. Senate switchboard is (202) 
224-3121 and the U.S. House of 
Representatives switchboard is 
(202) 225-3121. Our people and 
our troops deserve to know the 
truth.

John Meinhold
Portsmouth, NH

4
Collier Weighs In Again

To the Editor:
Your March 7’th issue has two 

anti-Israel letters that require 
significant correction. Brig. Gen. 
David is dutifully repeating Arab 
terrorists’ campaign of lies, de-
ceptions, misrepresentations, and 
the occasional half-truth. Per-
haps one learns to parrot what-
ever lies are expedient in order to 
graduate from West Point? Duty, 
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soft over the rock
the spray of the storm waves
that break far out

Madeleine Findlay

Honor, Country, and never ques-
tion what you’re told especially 
when it comports with your own 
prejudices?

When you have no legitimate 
claim for total domination of 
the world—and who possibly 
could?—and when your entire 
culture is known principally for 
its aggressive, conversion-or-the-
sword history, it’s vital to create a 
new, credible narrative that con-
veys a totally different message to 
the Western public so as to dis-
tract those people from the re-
ality of your historic, on-going 
efforts at world conquest. That’s 
what the Arab terrorists are do-
ing. The Brig. Gen. has bought 
their false story hook, line, and 
booby-trap. In each region of the 
world the terrorist message ra-
tionalizing their bloody aggres-
sions has been tailored (with lies, 
not reasons) in order to sway the 
minds of sympathetic human-
ists (and apparently retired or-
chestrators of war), adding those 
gullible souls to the already over-
whelming army of Islamic terror-
ists determined to subordinate us 
all to Islamic Courts in honor of 
the dicta of Allah and Moham-
med, his messenger. That which 
Arab terrorists have so far been 
unable to directly conquer since 
their last great push to Andalu-
sia, they are attacking by guile 
and invading by indirection with 
the powerful assistance of a corps 
of badly informed, well-meaning 
individuals who parrot the misin-
formation which by itself comes 
to constitute a powerful second 
front in this vital battle for con-
trol of the world.

Then comes Mr. Steiber. Just 
goes to show that even if people 
can do math, they can’t figure. He 
protests Israel killing terrorists 
because she kills more terrorists 
than the terrorists have managed 
to kill Israelis in recent weeks. 
He doesn’t protest the terrorists’ 
deliberate targeting of Israel ci-
vilians, and fails to note that any 
civilian victims on the Arab side 

are accidentally hit while terror-
ists shelter behind them, deliber-
ately cowering behind civilians 
as human shields, a cynical and 
well-documented tactic which 
allows the likes of well-meaning 
letter writers to bemoan Israeli 
self-defense while crying in be-
half of a vicious cult of religious 
murderers. Both writers are way 
off the mark, repeating the slan-
ders they’ve been taught with-
out any effort to see through the 
propaganda. I don’t expect much 
of Generals, and am rarely sur-
prised. But I would hope that 
average citizens could do more 
objective analysis of the realities 
and discover that biases such as 
these are totally unjustifiable.

Richard Collier
Portsmouth, NH 
Richard:
You seem to have maligned Gen. 

David’s character without success-
fully refuting his charges. As for 
your charge that Mr. Stieber lacks 
objectivity, we suspect he might say 
the same.

The Editor
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Unleash Adam Smith!
To the Editor:
Yes, the U.S. Government bails 

out Wall Street, and this is just 
why we need less government. I 
am tired of hearing those who 
continually look to the govern-
ment for solutions complain 
when the government creates a 
problem, then convinces people 
that only the government can 
solve that problem. Really free 
enterprise is the solution. 

The problem is not with capi-
talism; we do not have a capital-
ist economy—we have a corpo-
rate economy where big business 
and big government are partners. 
The separation of business and 
government should be as sacred 
as the separation of church and 
state. First the Federal Reserve 
should be abolished and interest 
rates allowed to find their own 
level in a competitive market. 
There should be no government 

targeted stategies to help people 
own homes. The FDIC should be 
abolished so that depositors will 
exercise the necessary skeptism 
before giving money to a bank. 
In the current atmosphere the 
bank can do whatever they want 
knowing that their depositors 
will be protected by the U.S. 
Government. In fact if you want 
to find fault remember many of 
these strategies are just the ghost 
of The New Deal.

John Dente
Wilmington, DE
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Let Us Cultivate

To the Editor:
The news lately is full of bad 

loans, ailing banks, and feder-
al bailouts. High finance is in 
a mess, and it happened in DC 
with bi-partisan support: Clinton 
repealed the 1933 Glass-Steagall 
Act and Bush gave us the Bank-
ruptcy Reform Bill. The former 
let finance institutions become 
gambling casinos by leveraging 
their debt holdings and the lat-
ter eliminated the ability of or-
dinary people to discharge their 
debts—incurred in many cases 
from the high cost of medical 
care. And don’t forget a few years 
ago ex-Fed Chairman Greens-
pan dropped interest rates to 
nearly zero to “goose” the econ-
omy, which tempted folks to use 
their homes as ATM machines.

As a result, the dollar is fall-
ing, fuel cost is rising, and food 
is becoming increasingly expen-
sive. I don’t pretend to know the 
ultimate financial solution but 
have thought of a timely idea for 
each of us. Thankfully Spring is 
here so why not consider plant-
ing a garden or extending the 
one you’ve got out back? Flowers 
are pretty, but you can eat vegeta-
bles. For those without a suitable 
yard, consider starting a com-
munity garden with your friends 
and neighbors. Several Seacoast 
towns do have such gardens and 
more are in the planning stages.

For some, gardening might re-

kindle interest in an engaging 
hobby while for others, it might 
help stretch an already strained 
food budget for this summer. 
Better hurry though because 
Memorial Day is fast approach-
ing. Certainly the world financial 
situation is perplexing, yet we 
must remember how the great 
Voltaire might respond, “Excel-
lently observed, but let us culti-
vate our garden.” 

Bill Pagum
Kittery, ME
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A Song for Fightin’ John

To the Editor:
Last week Senator McCain 

went to Iraq to celebrate the 5th 
anniversary of its invasion by 
hordes of troops and mercenaries 
sent to look for mythical weap-
ons and secure the oil. He went 
next to Israel, maybe to get more 
tips from the horse’s-mouth state 
on how to keep down restless na-
tives. I hope that when he comes 
back to campaign he’ll wear the 
bomber jacket he’s been photo-
graphed in, and even add a Mad 
Bomber hat to give the public a 
better picture of what he really 
is.

In 2002 when Bush’s chorus 
in Congress, including Maine’s 
twin senators, endorsed his ob-
scene war, I wrote a Letter to 
Editors with a song, “Let George 
Do It.” Now that they’ve en-
dorsed Bush’s retread John Mc-
Cain, I’ve changed the name to 
make a tune the same old chorus 
line could dance to:

“Let’s let John do it! Let’s have a 
ball!

Since he was given an election, 
we’re going to give him All.

Let’s let John do it! Let’s take a 
fall!

And drop those bombs on people 
who haven’t harmed us at all.

Let’s let John do it! Let’s grab it 
all!

So the corporate boys can have all 
the joys of bathing us in oil.

Let’s let John do it! Let’s see him 
standing tall!

To show us all how big he is by 
starting a fight with the small.

So let’s let John do it! Do any-
thing at all!

To let him know how thrilled we 
are that he’s taking us to a brawl.”

Marjorie Gallace
Camden, ME
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Advice For The Clueless

Dear Abby,
My husband is a liar and a 

cheat. He has cheated on me 
from the beginning and, when 
I confront him, he denies every-
thing. What’s worse, everyone 
knows that he cheats on me. It 
is so humiliating. Also, since he 
lost his job six years ago, he hasn’t 
even looked for a new one. All 
he does all day is smoke cigars, 
cruise around and shoot the bull 
with his buddies while I have to 
work to pay the bills. Since our 
daughter went away to college he 
doesn’t even pretend to like me 
and even hints that I may be a 
lesbian What should I do?

Clueless, 
New York 
Dear Clueless:
Grow up and dump him. Good 

grief woman! You don’t need him 
anymore! You’re a Senator from 
New York running for President of 
the United States. Act like one!

Abby
[Note: Our thanks to the al-

ways entertaining and informative 
weekly newspaper, The Anderson 
Valley Advertiser, (1411 High-
way 128, Boonville, CA 95415; 
$40/year) from whom we filched 
this missive.—The Ed.]
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Sunday, April 6 Monday, April 7 Tuesday, April 8 Wednesday, April 9 Thursday, April 10 Friday, April 11 Saturday, April 12

Portsmouth is bounded on the north 
and east by the Piscataqua River. De-
pending on which tour boat captain 
you believe, it’s the second, the third, 
or the fourth fastest-flowing navigable 
river in the country.

The Piscataqua’s remarkable current 
is caused by the tide which, in turn is 

caused by the moon. The other major 
player is a vast sunken valley, about ten 
miles upriver. Twice a day, the moon 
drags roughly seventeen billion gal-
lons of salt water from the ocean, up 
the river, into Great Bay. (If the moon 
ever stopped moving that water for us, 
it could be replaced with 2,125,000 

tanker trucks.)
The moon’s meddling creates a rov-

ing hydraulic conflict as incoming sea 
and outgoing river collide. The skir-
mish line moves from the mouth of 
the river, past New Castle, around the 
bend by the old Naval Prison, under 
Memorial Bridge, past the tugboats, 

and on towards Great Bay. This spec-
tacle can best be seen when the chart 
below shows the tide rising. A good 
place to watch is the little deck near 
the sterns of the tugboats, off Ceres 
Street. Twice a day, too, the moon lets 
all that water go. All the salt water that 
just fought its way upstream goes back 

to rejoin the ocean. This is when the 
Piscataqua earns its title for xth fastest 
current. A good place to observe this 
is from Bow Street, up by St. John’s 
church. Look up the river, from one 
of the little parking lots between the 
buildings. (Don’t try to drive or park 
there, that won’t work.) You’ll see a red 

buoy, at the upstream end of Badger’s 
Island, bobbing around in the current. 
That buoy weighs several tons, is nine 
feet wide, and it bobs and bounces in 
the current like a cork! The river also 
has its placid moments, around high 
and low tides. Often when the river 
rests, its tugboats and drawbridges 

work their hardest. Ships coming in 
heavily laden with coal, oil, and salt 
generally do so at high tide, for max-
imum clearance under their keels. 
When they leave empty, riding high in 
the water, they tend to go at low tide, 
for maximum clearance under Memo-
rial Bridge.
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1992—According to witness-
es, Donald E. Harding gasps, 
moans, and takes five minutes to 
die a “violent” death in Arizona’s 
gas chamber.
1976—Howard Hughes dies in-
testate.
1968—The Oakland police raid 
and shoot up Black Panther Par-
ty headquarters.
1954—“The time has come,” says 
Sen. John F. Kennedy, “for the 
American people to be told the 
truth about Vietnam.”
1953—The Cotton States 
League throws out the Hot 
Springs team for signing black 
pitchers.
1917—Former peace candidate 
Woodrow Wilson declares war 
on Germany.
1868—Brigham Young marries 
wife #27.
1832—Black Hawk leads a band 
of Sauk Indians across the Mis-
sissippi into Illinois where they 
capture a village. 
1789—The Senate counts the 
votes of the Electoral College: 
George Washington is elected.
1776—The Continental Con-
gress declares U.S. ports open to 
all shipping—except British.
1712—Twenty-three enslaved 
African Americans revolt in New 
York, killing nine whites and in-
juring six others. Twenty-one are 
later convicted and executed.

2003—U.S. troops take Bagh-
dad.
1990—Future Bush #43 admin-
istration appointee John Poind-
exter is found guilty of multiple 
felonies in the Iran/Contra scan-
dal.
1970—California Governor 
Ronald Reagan announces his 
position on ending student dem-
onstrations: “If it takes a blood-
bath, let’s get it over with.”
1969—Supreme Court legalizes 
private possession of obscene 
material.
1966—The U.S. retrieves a lost 
H-bomb off the coast of Spain.
1954—President Eisenhower 
compares Southeast Asia to a 
game of dominos.
1922—Secretary of the Interior 
Albert Fall, a Republican, leases 
the federal Teapot Dome oil-
field to his pal Harry Sinclair, 
who, coincidentally, loans Fall 
$25,000.
1891—RIP P.T. Barnum.
1862—The two-day Battle of 
Shiloh ends with 23,741 dead, 
wounded, or missing; creating 
more casualties than the Revo-
lution, the War of 1812, and the 
Mexican War combined.
1775—Samuel Johnson declares 
patriotism to be the last refuge of 
a scoundrel. Later evidence sug-
gests that for some scoundrels, it 
may be the first.

1984—Richard Nixon observes, 
“It’s the media’s responsibility 
to examine the President with a 
microscope ... but when they use 
a proctoscope, it’s going too far.”
1974—Hank Aaron breaks 
Ruth’s record for career homers, 
reaping him hate mail and death 
threats from sports fans.
1971—In Wethersfield, CT, the 
Donohue home is struck by a 6 
lb. meteorite.
1956—Parris Island DI march-
es six U.S.M.C. recruits into a 
swamp for disciplinary purposes. 
They drown.
1952—Truman orders the Army 
to seize steel mills.
1947—After eighteen days of 
excavation, New York Police 
find compulsive hoarder Lang-
ley Collyer dead in his junk-
crammed Harlem townhouse.
1942—Bataan falls to the Japa-
nese Army.
1899—In NY, Martha Place be-
comes the first woman executed 
in an electric chair.
1885—U.S. troops invade Pana-
ma, “to defend our national in-
terests.”
1864—The 13th Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution passes, 
outlawing slavery.
1826—In a duel, Secretary of 
State Henry Clay misses Sen. 
John Randolph, and Randolph 
misses Clay.

2004—Army PFC Keith Mau-
pin is captured during an am-
bush near Baghdad. He is still 
missing.
2003—In Baghdad’s Firdos 
Square, American troops pull 
down a large statue of S. Hussein 
in front of an audience of Iraqis.
1997—Cambodian newspaper 
proposes importing mad cows to 
clear land mines.
1981—The U.S. sub George Wash-
ington, carrying as many as 160 
nuclear warheads, collides with 
and sinks a Japanese freighter in 
the East China Sea.
1972—Dwayne “Archer Daniels 
Midland” Andreas gives $25,000 
to the Nixon relection campaign, 
in return for which the Comp-
troller of the Currency later ap-
proves a bank charter.
1959—NASA introduces Amer-
ica’s first seven astronauts.
1927—In Massachusetts, death 
sentences issued by Judge Thayer 
for Nicolas Sacco and Bartolo-
meo Vanzetti are upheld. During 
the trial, Thayer had called the 
two “those anarchist bastards.”
1914—Adm. H.T. Mayo de-
mands a 21 gun salute from 
Mexicans at Tampico, provoking 
an international incident.
1865—Gen. Robert E. Lee sur-
renders the Army of Northern 
Virginia to Gen. Ulysses S. Grant 
at Appomattox Courthouse.

2005—Tens of thousands of 
Iraqis mark the 2nd anniversary 
of S. Hussein’s fall by shouting 
“No, No to Satan!” and demand-
ing that U.S. troops leave.
1972—American B-52s resume 
bombing North Vietnam after a 
hiatus of more than four years.
1972—Crooked financier Robert 
Vesco slips $200,000 to Nixon’s 
reelection campaign, in exchange 
for which Attorney General John 
Mitchell cuts him slack.
1970—A deed is prepared giv-
ing presidential and vice-presi-
dential papers of Richard Nixon 
to the National Archives—back-
dated to qualify for an otherwise 
illegal tax deduction.
1963—The U.S.S. Thresher im-
plodes about 220 miles east of 
Boston, killing 16 officers, 96 en-
listed men, and 17 civilians.
1945—Doctors at Oak Ridge 
deliberately inject plutonium 
into a car wreck victim.
1912—The Titanic sets out on its 
maiden (and final) voyage.
1878—Cable car service begins 
in San Francisco.
1847—Joseph Pulitzer, yellow 
journalist, founder of Columbia 
School of Journalism, is born in 
Budapest. 
1841—Horace Greeley, New 
Hampshire native and noted 
loony, begins publishing the New 
York Tribune.

2003—U.S. officials in Iraq un-
veil deck of cards showing 55 
“Most Wanted” Iraqi officials.
2002—Venezuelan generals re-
place Pres. Hugo Chavez with 
Pedro Carmona.
1968—The Civil Rights Act of 
1968 is signed into law.
1951—President Harry S Tru-
man fires General Douglas Mac-
Arthur for insubordination.
1950—A U.S. B-29 carrying a 
nuclear weapon crashes near Al-
buquerque. The nuke’s high ex-
plosives ignite; good thing the 
fissile core wasn’t installed.
1941—Ford signs its first con-
tract with the United Auto 
Workers.
1938—Richard Whitney, presi-
dent of New York Stock Ex-
change, gets 5 to 10 for larceny.
1898—President McKinley gen-
erously declares Cuba’s indepen-
dence from Spain.
1893—Frederick Ives patents 
the halftone printing plate.
1812—Luddites meet their first 
serious resistance during an at-
tack at Rawfords Hill.
1783—Congress proclaims peace 
with Great Britain.
1751—Daniel Fowle marries 
Lydia Hall at King’s Chapel, in 
Boston.
1554—The English rebel leader 
Thomas Wyatt is beheaded, then 
quartered for good measure.

2001—Veep Dick “Dick” 
Cheney files his 2000 tax return, 
which shows that $5.1 million 
of his $36 million adjusted gross 
income came from Halliburton.
1937—60,000 U.S. students 
demonstrate against war.
1934—At Mt. Washington, the 
highest surface wind speed ever 
recorded is measured: 231 mph.
1867—Wm. Bullock, inventor 
of the web-fed rotary press, dies 
of complications after his leg is 
crushed by his own invention.
1864—At Fort Pillow, hundreds 
of Union soldiers, black and 
white, are massacred by thou-
sands of Confederates led by 
Gen. Nathan B. Forrest, who lat-
er founds the KKK.
1862—Union men steal a Con-
federate locomotive, The Gener-
al, in Georgia, and head north, 
but conductor Wm. A. Fuller, on 
foot, on a handcar, and finally in 
another locomotive, chases The 
General down.
1861—Confederate gunners fire 
on Ft. Sumter.
1788—A New York mob op-
posed to body-snatching attacks 
a hospital, occupies the dissect-
ing room, and displays various 
body parts at the windows. The 
riot lasts two days, killing five.
1782—American militia troops 
massacre 100 neutral, Christian 
Indians of the Delaware Nation.

2002—Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez is back in office 
after an exciting day off.
1992—Chicago’s business dis-
trict is shut down after the Chi-
cago River breaches an under-
ground tunnel system.
1981—Rep. Jon Hinson (R-
Miss.) resigns his seat three 
months after being arrested for 
attempting to commit oral sod-
omy in a House restroom.
1981—For a fraudulent arti-
cle about an 8-year-old junkie 
named Jimmy, the Washington 
Post’s Janet Cooke is awarded the 
Pulitzer Prize. 
1970—Apollo 13 lives up to its 
numeral.
1962—Rachel Carson’s Silent 
Spring is published.
1953—CIA starts MK-ULTRA 
program, looking for effective 
brain-washing drugs—and TV 
was already becoming popular.
1919—British troops massa-
cre at least 379 unarmed Indi-
an men, women and children at 
Amritsar.
1901—After 14 years on Devil’s 
Island, French anarchist Clem-
ent Duval’s 20th escape attempt 
succeeds. He makes it to New 
York City and lives to be 85.
1873—In Grant Parish, Louisi-
ana, the White League and the 
Klan kill 280 African-Ameri-
cans in the Colfax Massacre.

1999—Dan Quayle throws his 
silly hat in the ring.
1994—Over Iraq, two U.S. 
fighter jets shoot down two U.S. 
helicopters.
1988—An Iranian mine nearly 
sinks the guided missile frigate 
U.S.S. Roberts.
1964—RIP Rachel Carson.
1939—John Steinbeck’s Grapes 
of Wrath is published.
1935—A terrible windstorm 
crosses the Great Plains, bearing 
away topsoil.
1931—The Spanish Republic is 
proclaimed.
1910—President Taft becomes 
first president to throw out the 
first baseball.
1894—Edison’s Kinetoscope 
shows its first commercial mov-
ie ever.
1865—John Wilkes Booth 
shoots Abraham Lincoln.
1860—First Pony Express rider 
arrives in San Francisco.
1828—Noah Webster publishes 
his first dictionary.
1772—In South Weare, NH the 
County Sheriff tries to collect 
fines from sawmill owners for 
stealing the King’s trees. Instead 
they beat him mercilessly.
1766—News of the Stamp Act’s 
repeal reaches Portsmouth.
1756—In Pennsylvania, the val-
ue of an Indian scalp is pegged at 
130 pieces of eight.

2003—George W. Bush installs 
Gen. Jay Garner to administer 
Iraq “until an Iraqi government 
can be formed.” He lasts less 
than a month.
1994—Dick “Dick”Cheney ex-
plains to C-SPAN viewers that 
G.H.[H.]W. Bush didn’t top-
ple Saddam Hussein because it 
would have created a “quagmire” 
in Iraq.
1992—Leona Helmsley takes up 
residence at the federally-owned 
Crowbar Hilton in Lexington, 
Kentucky.
1984—Welsh comedian Tommy 
Cooper suffers a heart attack on-
stage while performing live on 
British television. He is given 
CPR behind the curtain—in the 
dark, with no success—while the 
show goes on in front.
1980—RIP Jean-Paul Sartre.
1970—Rep. Gerald Ford calls 
for the impeachment of Justice 
Wm. O. Douglas.
1967—The first mass burning 
of U.S. draft cards takes place in 
New York and San Francisco.
1961—The CIA’s ill-fated Bay 
of Pigs invasion begins as three 
flights of falsely-marked Ameri-
can B-26s bomb and strafe Cu-
ban airfields.
1960—SNCC is formed.
1912—The Titanic changes 
course and heads for the bottom 
instead of New York.

2005—Jozej Galica, of Poro-
nin, Poland is quoted in Gaze-
ta Wyborcza saying the death of 
John Paul II, the Polish Pope, has 
inspired him to close his brothel. 
First miracle?
2003—Pre-written obituaries 
are discovered prematurely post-
ed on CNN.com, including one 
for Dick “Dick” Cheney identi-
fying him as the “UK’s favorite 
grandmother.”
1992—The House Ethics Com-
mittee—no laughing—releases 
names of 303 check-kiters.
1973—Perhaps due to an excess 
of inventory, the Pentagon be-
gins bombing Laos.
1971—Anti-war Vietnam vets 
throw their medals and crutches 
at Congress.
1967—Huge anti-war marches 
take place in New York and San 
Francisco.
1964—“There is no reason why 
French forces should not re-
main in Indo-China and win,” 
says Veep Richard Nixon, three 
weeks before the Viet Minh 
overrun Dien Bien Phu.
1947—In Texas City, Texas, 
a load of fertilizer aboard the 
French vessel SS Grandcamp ex-
plodes, killing 581 in a 3 kiloton 
explosion.
1943—Swiss chemist Albert 
Hoffman accidentally takes the 
first LSD trip.

2002—G.W. Bush flip-flops, 
vows to rebuild Afghanistan.
2001—Sharon’s Israel takes a bite 
out of Gaza. U.S.’s Colin Powell 
takes a bite out of Sharon.
1987—Comedian Dick Shawn, 
onstage in San Diego, suffers 
a fatal heart attack. It is several 
minutes before the audience re-
alizes it’s not part of the act.
1981—The Supreme Court de-
cides banning the use of peyote 
as a religious sacrament doesn’t 
violate the First Amendment.
1970—Apollo 13 makes it home.
1967—“[T]he defeat of the 
Communists forces in South 
Vietnam is inevitable,” says ex-
Veep Richard Nixon. “The only 
question is, how soon?”
1966—G. Gordon Liddy busts 
Tim Leary for pot possession.
1965—25,000 march against 
Vietnam War in NY.
1961—Transports chartered by 
the CIA deliver 1,511 Cuban 
exiles to the Bay of Pigs.
1959—In Times Square, 22 are 
arrested for refusing to take part 
in an air-raid drill.
1954—Eisenhower threatens to 
nuke Red China.
1935—Sun Myung Moon has a 
revelation: Jesus Christ asks him 
to complete his mission.
1850—In the Senate, Henry 
Foote (D-MI) pulls a pistol on 
Thomas Hart Benton (D-MO).

2006—”I’m the decider,” says 
George W. Bush. “What’s best is 
for Don Rumsfeld to remain as 
the secretary of defense.”
1977—The federal frame-up of 
Leonard Peltier succeeds.
1971—Howard Hughes, world’s 
richest man, dies intestate.
1968—The Army admits that 
releases of nerve gas from the 
Dugway Proving Grounds are 
responsible for the deaths of 
more than 6,400 Idaho sheep.
1942—Eighty men in 16 bomb-
ers take off from the U.S.S. Hor-
net, bomb Tokyo, and ditch their 
planes in China. Ninety percent 
of them survive the mission.
1906—An earthquake and fire 
destroy much of San Francisco, 
killing 500 to 700 people.
1844—For a second time, believ-
ers in William Miller’s Dooms-
day prediction are disappointed.
1842—Opponents of the es-
tablished Rhode Island govern-
ment, which restricts voting to 
landowning males, hold another 
election and select Thomas W. 
Dorr as Governor. Rhode Island 
now has two governments.
1775—Paul Revere gets busted 
as Dr. Sam Prescott warns Con-
cord of the impending arrival of 
British troops. Isaiah Thomas’s 
printing press (which he bought 
from Zechariah Fowle) is spirit-
ed off to Worcester.

2004—A government spokes-
man reveals that NORAD had 
run a training exercise based on 
a hijacked airliner crashing into 
a building.
1995—RIP 168 souls in Okla-
homa City.
1993—For the good of the chil-
dren, who end up among the 80 
dead, the FBI attacks David Ko-
resh’s compound at Waco, Texas.
1971—Officials at Arlington 
National Cemetery turn away 
Gold Star Mothers and Vietnam 
veterans participating in Opera-
tion Dewey Canyon III.
1951—In a grandiose fit of mock 
humility, Gen. Douglas “Dugout 
Doug” MacArthur tells Con-
gress, “Old soldiers never die,” 
leaving unspoken the obvious 
corollary, “that’s what the young 
ones are for.”
1948—Costa Rica 86s its army.
1943—The Warsaw Ghetto Up-
rising begins.
1939—After some study, Con-
necticut OKs the Bill of Rights.
1877—Birth of Ole Evinrude, 
inventor of the outboard motor.
1861—The first Federal fatali-
ties of the Civil War: four Union 
soldiers are stoned to death by a 
Baltimore mob.
1775—Minutemen and British 
clash in Lexington. Zechariah 
Fowle’s former apprentice Isaiah 
Thomas is there.


